Tuesday evening,the 27th

Near Emmett :

Mom at the USO again tonight. Hope she has enough gas
to get home ons The tank vwas pretty low. We usually buy ras at
Graham & Ross' up on 8th Ave.N.and 6th St. for 18i¢ per rallon
and it is 23¢ othercplaces. We received two letters from you yesterday.
MMother has already answered the pertinent items therein. Fope tgey
have given you a chance to catch up on your sleep. I asked about
chaplains in one of my letters and the next day we got your letter
telling of the raid over Nagoy=s and that you had been .to Communion
that morning which answered -my query. ¥e surely are glad you have
a priest handy. And we noticed that you were no‘ among the "broachers"
and song birds. CGuess its a relaxstion to forgset the dangers you
face sometimess We like to think that you have already learned the
value of temperance, in all things, and that you can'take it or
lesve it alonel Cuess,too, you realize that the safety of the crew
is up to you on the trips to and from the target in the way of
nevigation. (Sound like preaching?) Well we are going to try and
ret some papers and clip the stories of your rauds from them for
future reference and keepsakes. Your subscription to the Tribune
should cover them=-and you may get a whole raft of them at one time.
Don Hof fman said one lad got about 14 in a hsap. Fave no idss how
long theyteke to get there. Hope your first bem has arrive by this
time. Sent another Saturday. "ill get some more stuff together and
get another on its way soon. They stamp the letters asking for stuff--
and I had the stamp the one asking for calcium. Will use each letter
for a box. The papers don't say a great deal about the raids. Just
about what you hear on the radio. Tell the number of planes and
mention the damage done. Is it harder to get on you at lower leevel
with AA guns or is it the surprise feature that keeps the losses
so low. I think there wers only four pidanes lost on four raids
in the paper reports. Did I tell you your letter sbout Tokio xida
raid the 9th was in the Iniwa? “ad a three column head on pare one
and set in boldfacs type. Fred Hanneman was kidding Mrs.Vendell
about it and asked if it was a paid story. He said there were lots
of fellows flying out there. And she said "Ch, yes, but ther is only
ONE Emmett Epley." Feh! I notice that your last letter,the 17th,
was postmarked the 19th and we got it the 25th. Seven days after
it was postmarked. Don't know where the delay was betwesn your date
of 17th and the postmark. Anyway it is the fastest way to ssnd mail.
By the time you get this letter,or a fwe days later, you will be
havine a new cousin in the family. ’escabibblé will be I doing.
ilaybe she will grow up and settle down then. Was sort of tcugh to
be leaving home and pdng so far away. Just like your mother did.
The news from "urope is mighty encouragines these days--hopa they
can finish up that job and get out thers to finish one you are on.
Down to the weather now-=-spring is here--rain, snow,sun,wind,warm,
cold, Just like ‘spring weather here. That's all tonight, Fmmett.
Love from all of us.



