Augusy 2nd, 1945

Desr Folks,

Lho THRUGEL, ~wvhich explains why I'm addressing this to all of
you rather thun those from whok I heard last. Yes, we taxied %o g stop
at exactly 0904:30 this morning from mission 35, f£ifth in the squadron
to wind up our tour. I can't begin to describe how wonderful to be
Tinisghed 1% is-~it seems as though nothing can ever worry you again.
Th s will meke a good yardstick in wy later years %o judge my wor-
ries about, I guess, bescause it will e a long tire before snything
guite so important haivens agein. I feel very thankful for teing
able to write thosge words with which T opered this letter. o many
times God ¢ould have let us but sach time someons's pravers--
Fom's or Dad's or Jack's or g oy any of tre relatives--vere answer-
ed, and now I'm able to sit here res of any worries, and look for-
ward o getting home. (I forgot 4o mention ifary fnn's ﬂrav“rs abhore~-
nerhaps I owe more to her than any of us inagine. Deesn't the Cospel

say, "And & little child shall lead them$t)
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In spite of heving every reason o be completely happy, I can't
guite bring myself to that stage. I keep thinking of 811 the fellows
that won't ever finish thelir tour. 70 guobte aprayer I have, "I thank
Thee for keeping ne ea*u, et I oam thinking &ll the time of the mmny

vino have fallen, my officers snd corrades. 7 +%ey receive from
Thee all the peacs and rest that is reserved for brave men vho 4id
thelir best. Give thelr unhappy far1lzo?, plcass, the consolation of
pelieving in The kindness and love." I 4 like each of vou to say thad

srayer tonight, even fthough you never fet any of then. T ve said
it after every mission so far. -

Yle will preobably be here sboul & week now, and then will go Ho
Honolulu. I don't know how long we'll remsuin thers, probably another
week, alfter which we'll come on back 10 the stabtes. So as I see it
now, I ousht Lto be back home the last of ith

n

g month. Start stocking
up now, Fom, on rmilk, combination sslad i edjrenuw, re b loafl,

2
and everything else that T used to like. Then they don't serve any-

thing I like here, I just don't ez, so T've yot lotg of catehing up
to do,

the left shﬁuldﬁw
patch ? 11 need an overssas strise for
toeuff, a couvla of sets of first leois's bars, ond an
] the riboon vith bwo betitle stars (The mandated.
and the Alr : 411 the other fruit
slalad I con furnish vyselfl. buL mostly T vwant o pltch into some
real food, with lots of milk. That I ven't even sesn, excant in

&

cans, sinece 4+ laft the studes.

to UP and &P in Montana
Dindlshed and vas eixa@hla for fo%atlon, 20 probably

this time wou've fsen it in the paper (if they see it to nrint

Tuppose you wopdered when and 31 you 4ld ses 1t why T didntt

you first, but I didn't know about it myssll wntill I returned

A

morning, andé there's no way I can bteat their time.

Jtﬁllc Nhelations here seni radic




sunt cora's warnings before I left wbout the B-29 not heing pro-
ved have certainly been proved all wrong. Since this was our lasth mise
sion we 1t of forgot the ensineer's cruise control and went like
heil all the way up and back. ¥e toock off 25th, bhombed 1%th, and land-
ed here ggainlifth. Ye were really teaering coming back, too--as our
vielght decreased our airspeed incressed and finslly we were doing
mph as we approached the fisld. . Ye even beat back shivs vhat book

off as much as 25 minutes ahead of us. 11'% a resl sirplane.

-

kac got a July 2nd *Life" this noon, and 1 rnobiced ap article
it. Thile not strictly correct, it was interesting, and
2ol o see ib.

Fow's lsbtter of the 2%rd and Vad™ of the 2Lth to ansver,
through them now and make any 1n51re‘ comments.

is a Gat”olic, and & very good one, too. T sgree with you

can't $ell what & serson is, even with a good Irish name.

our radar oparataf, is a Presbyterian, if you can imasine
ege like that to the Irish! Incidentally, he isn't fipished
yet, hes sleven more to go yel., And Ack, who you remember was trans
ferred off our crew after the Cankiin hurt vimself, had eight more

to go. He was bewailing his Tate to us after congratulating us--
of course he didn't have anything to say aboubt it, but if he had

oy

stayed on our crew he would have Tinished up toﬁav too.

L

The morning glories are bloomwing re egulariy now, a Tev bWu 2
and wostly a beautiful reddish purple. The blucs are sort of va Lery

and L much prefer the others.

J

Dad, Hac spd I were zlad to heur bthe cards are on the wav,
he reascn for the gualificutions, which are very strict, is just
0 every navigoator in the Lir Forces con't join~-it's strictly a
non-rpoiit orbanization, ae estimates that nolt more than 500 men
can gualify in th hole world, which would meke it & pretty ex-
xlusive cubfit, and most of them «ill be B~29 nen.

i
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I I do gebt home ithe last of this month, I'11 be thers when Lunt
Gatlarvives, as I'll have 30 days. T'u gled it's working out this way,
as T'11 really be glaé to see her. I @ like 4o be able to see Petty
Melizel, 500, -

Jell, that'e all for fonight. Suppose you'vre as happy ae I am
to know that the sweating is over.
Love,

R



