
WOKLI) WAR 11-KOREAN WAR MEMORIES PRO.rli:CT 

GIFT OF 
.JOSEPH D. BEAM, JU. 

Date Ueceived - 18 December 2000 

Date Acknowledge11 - 18 December 2000 

I ' M :  His World Wir I1  rnemoir of his service with the 15th Air Force; a recommcn- 
dation form signed hy Captain Othmar A. .I. Keniper, Air Corps; a photo- 
graph of him rccciving the 1)istingoishctl Flying Cross in April 1945, in Voggia, 
Ilaly; a brief iiicmoir of his service in Korea, ;~ntl an iiilbrniation form 
rcg;~rtliiig his service in liorca, 1951-52 
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Occupation Ccforc 5cr 

SClvlce Staltillg Date . . . . . . . 

Dischalge Date Locat 

Higl~cst Raiili Acli!eved 

Unlb Served M t t l  Dates 
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0r:iupallon Allci Setvice Col polate Of f lce l  Ex?cutlve Textlles 

L i m g  Service w h o m ~ a y  n b c L :  (Name, Acl~l;I>l) ] 
~ ~ 

1 i 

Nearest Living Relative@) whom we rmay contact: (Name, Add, Tel) I 

~ ~ ~~ ~~, 

5 ICharlcs 5.  ~. Hcam 6125 Grccn Gahlcs ~ Ct ~ , Scwancc, ~~ GA ~ 20174 770-813-8126 

How tlltl YOU learn ahout the Maistiall Flemories" ProiecL? 



GEORGE C. MARSHALL FOUNDATION "MEMORIES PROJECT" 
DONOR INFORMATION 

(Please Attach to the "Memories" You Send IJs) 

Decor~tions/Honors D i  st~i ~~j;uiLsl~~il  l'lying Cross, 8 Hat t l c: S t a r s ,  / \ i r  Modal w /  .3 clustcrs 

Occupation After se&ice. Coa,por a t  !e O l  f i  ccr - X I I ~ V P  - Texl i l cs  

Living Service Buddies, whom we might contact: (Name, Address, Telephone) 

Nearest Living Relative(~), whom we might contact: (Name, Address, Telephone) 

How did you learn about the Marshall Foundation's World War 11-Korean War 
Memories project? trom I hc C r o r y , ~  C.  Marslxil 1~oi1nrl:rtion 

(See Reverse Side) 



AWARDS WWll 

DIS'l'rNGlJTSHED PLYING CROSS 
AIR MICIIAL WITH 3 BRONZED CLUSTERS 
ROME .AHNO I1A'lI'IAC STAH 
EAME CAMl' I1IBI1ON 
NORTH APPENIICS J1S 
PO VALLICY RS 
CENTRAL EIJUOPIC BS 
AIR COMHAT ICIJNOPE BS 
IMI,KANS 11s 
RHINELAND ns 

I flew various squatlro~~ and Group leads. One morning a courier waked me up at iny tent at 2 
a m. local time and delivered me to ( h u p  ilcadquarlers to make Flight Plans for all navigators i n  
(iroup. 7~11is consisted o l  Flight 1'I;n1, Turning Poinls, Winds Aloft, ctc. Completing this, courier 
took n ~ c  back to my tent Tor a couple more hours sleep f k  woke me two honrs later and I went to 
our small mess hall Mess scrgcitnl said I was latc and he wotrld nu1 give me any hrcakfirst I tried 
lo explain -- hc would not listen! I followed him back i ~ ~ l o  small kitchen. I saw a meat cleaver and 1 
picked i t  up I told nrcss scrgcanl that he could report me or whatever hut that I was going lo  have 
something to eat because 1 was not going to tly nine hours at high altitude on an empty stomach 
'The mess scrgcmd changed his mind and gave me sorne breakfast w l~ ich  consisted o l  cold Trench 
toast, warm sugar watel- and hlack coffee 

'l'hc 15th Air Force Commanding Gcncral Twining conceived a plan that during periods or bad 
weather when heavy bombardment could not attack in  largc formations of heavy bornhers, the plan 
callcd for single bomber attacks at intervals to go over major German ljctory complexes so to 
create air raid warnings in  order to interrupt Gcnn;m War material manufactnrc. Thcse wcrc 
dcsignatetl as "Lonc Wo l l  Raids" - latel- clianged to "Lonc" Ib ids.  The gamble was that one 
aircraft would not attract ~ l i l e  fighters or major defense eflbrt but still create air raid interruption. 
Fhch 13-1 7 squadron was assigned to furnish one crewlaircraft for each raid. M y  squadron, 352ntl, 
losl the first and sccontl planes sen1 out on "l,oncM missions. M y  crew got the third one Wc made 
it  hack- shot op sorne - and heavy snow in  nose because o f  broken plcxiglass 

'Thc next raid Group Headquarters callcd h r  the most expcricnccd "l,oncN Crew. Guess what - 
we were i t  hecause we were the only one that came back. Fortunately, iicncral Uoolittle came 
down from the 8th Air Force in England and apparently convinced Gcncral Twining o r  the 1 St11 Air  
I-orcc that. his gains were not worth his losses. Cer~eral Twining stopped the "I .onen Raids. 

fn cady April, 1945 1 was awakcnctl latc, after midnight, and taken to Group Intelligence. I 
was shown several land photographs and i t  was explained to me that I sl~oultl b y  to memorize the 
landscape and landsc:~pe fcalorcs. This lale night cxcrcisc was repeated several nights. I was 
sworn to sccrccy and advised this was top secret. I was given no liirthcr inlbrmation.. On April 9 
and 10, 1945 1 found out what the project was. 

1 was navigator in the lcad aircrali in a low lcvcl attack by R-17's to support the Llritish 8th 
Army as they lumped ofC in the iin:tI offcnsivc i n  Italy, llaly fell soon aticrwards and Mussolini 
and Iris rnistress were assassi~utcd and their hodies hung up by tlrcir feet in square in Milano 



Elcavy bomh;~rtlmeut is not uscd oftcn in low lcvcl attacks in support of ground troops ' I  hc 
missions wcrc successful and J was thankful. 



1. Following ques t ions  :+re l;o bi: i~ns):~:ie~.cd ye:; o r  no b:; unit coim-ncitder: 

3. Lt. Bem has flown t h i r t y  f i v e  combat s o r t i e s  dur ing  h i s  tou r  o f  combat 
duty  i n  t h i s  Squadron, t h r e e  s e c r e t  miss ions  on lone  p lane  r a i d s  and t e n  Squadron 
Leads. He volunteered h i s  se rv ices  on t h e  l o n e  plane r a i d s  a t  a time when t h e r e  
was a shor tage  of experienced f l y i n g  personnel ,  and has proven h is  a b i l i t y  under 
co1i;oat condi t ions .  He i s  a n  exce l l en t  i lhvigator with presence of nund and cool- 
ness  under s t r e s s .  & has i n i t i a t i v e ,  j u d p e n t  and s k i l l e d  navigat ion technique. 
For h i s  achieveriients a s  a Navli2;ator i n  combat he has been awarder t h e  Uist ingujshed 
Fly ing  Cross. 

4. L t  Beam has a n  excellent cha rac te r  and exce l l en t  m i l i t a r y  bearing. He 
i s  co-operative, we l l  l i k e d  and very n e l l  versed i n  Idavip.tion Technique. He 
wouid be  a dccided a s s e t  t o  any u i d i t a r y  organiza t ion .  



1LJ.S.- Qrea 2000 Foundation, Inc. 
/,--= 

4600 Duke Street, Suite 416 
Alexandria, VA 22304-251 7 .I Phonc: (703) 212-8 128 

Fax: (703) 684-0193 
E..mail: lnfo@1JSKorea2000.org 

National Korean War Vctcrans Databasc Please tyye or PRINT! - See Lists on Page 2. 
Please u x  chcck (J) where appl~cablc 

Name atrd Address: 

(1) - 4 
Last 

(3) 
F m t  MI 

Nicknamc ' Snouse's full name 

(9)&!/L M l N c  TOM .- 
City Stale Zip 

Phone 

Service Branclr: 
(15) Army - 
(16) Navy 

(1 7) Air Force - Y 

(18) Marines 
(19) Coast Guard 

(20) Merchant Marine 

MOS during the war: 

Dates of Wartitne Service 
In Korea (ifany): 

(34)fiom x ,pT-  k /  
(35)T.O ad/. k2- 

Rank: 

(36) Highest Held 4% 7 - 
(37) llighest in Korca / ! f  

Retired Militury: 

(38) Yes (39) NO kL' 
(40) Rank - 



KOREA - OTHER AWARDS 

AlR MEDAL 
AMICK CAMP MICDAL 
WWlI VIC MEDAI, 
KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL 

I n  the writer's opinion, the IJnited States Military Machine was in poor condition wlicn the US. 
entered into the defense o f  South Korea 

1 was called into activc duty rroni Lhe iriactive reserves I had attcniptcd to he activc in the 
rcselvcs hut there were no units availahlc ibr nic to he active in. I neves reccivcd any Reserve 
OTficer pay. 

/ ,  

Artel a very brief training exposure I went to Kotea as part o l a  bu r  man crew on 11.26 
aircraft. Thc 13-26 was the A-26 of WWl l  arid was a line aircraft. I-lowcvcr, i t  had very modest 
duicing cap;ibilitics and this was a handicap in winter flying conditions in Korea. 

I ioincd Lhe 452nd I3omh Group as a replacement. I'his was an active reserve unit Lhal was 
hatlly undcrmant~ctl and was low in moralc hccaosc o i  lack of rcpkrccnient personnel and had 
significant losses - some of which were sell inflicted. 

l~ortunatcly, at the time 1 arrivcd in the 730 Romh Squad, 452nd IJonih Group we got ;I new 
Group (:ommander who was very capable and vcry tough. Hc  flew all combat crews daytime on 
training m d  nighttime combat. Nc conve~ied us into a vcry cfkctive, well-trained organization arid 
lowered our hsses corisidcrahly 



Mr. .Jtnscph D. Rcam, Ir. 
1730 Signatu~e I'lace 
Wilmington, No~ th  Carolina 18405 

1 am pleased in ack~~owlctlgc rcccipi 01' your Wo~ltl War 11 rncliioir 01' yorr~ scr- 
vice with the 15th i\ir I'orce; a tecnmmcntlatio~i Col ~n signed by Captain Ot1im;rr 
A. J. I<c~upcr, Air (bps; a pholog~;~ph of you tccciving Lhe 1)islingrrislicd 
y i ~  s I p i  I ,  I g i ,  I ;  n brief i nc~no i~  of your scrvicc i n  
I<orca, arid a11 info~mation f o ~ m  ~cga~di l ig  your scrvicc in I<o~ca, :dl o i  which 
will be cntclcd into the files of our World MI 11-I<orean War Mcnio~ies I'lojecl. 
These ilems i ~ l c  21 valuahlc addition lo our p~ojcct, and we appreciate you1 will- 
ingness to scld Lhem lo 11.;. 

Sincerely, 

Jocllcn I<. Bland (Mrs.) 
IXreclor, Memorics Project 
530-303-7 10.3, Ilst. 235 
I)la~ldjk(~)v~ni.ctl~l 

cc: Allxrt J 13cvc1idgc. 111, Prcsidc~it 



The George C Marshall 170untlalim, estahlishcil hy Prcsitlcnt ' l i ~ ~ m i ~ n  in 105.3, arid 
Iocatctl on tllc post of the Virgini;~ Military Inslil~~lc, honiirs an individual who 
helped lead ihe "grenrest geriefirliori " 0ve1 h e  years, we have kept alive l l~c  memo- 
ries of those mcn antl wimcn through our Muscum and licsc;rrch Cerifer We 
Ixlicvc that cvc~yonc who was in the service, wlicllier Airily, Navy, Malines. Ail 
Corps, Air I+'orcc, 01 Coasl (hr;irtl, or ill ;I tlel'ense-tel;~letl posilion, either i n  Witltl 
MI 11 nr Ko~en, ill bnlfle or s~rpporling cornbar operations. or as part (11' the ;irseri;~l 
01 tlcmocracy on Ihc I1omc1ron1, 11~1s ;I s t~ity to tell. 

The Malshnll 1;orrntlalion has emb;~tlml on a Wor Id War lI- lO)~ca~i War Memolies 
Project lo collect, prcsc~vc, antl makc availalilc those pc~son;il s lo~ ies  Sol tulrrrc 
gcnclations I hope you will share this lcttcr and the enclosed broctiu~c with your 
;rssoci;rtcs 2 n d  c~lcour;~gc tlicm 111 s11;rrc their pcrson:~l perspcctivcs of  one of 
Ihe rnosl ntorncnlous periods i n  Americ;rri hislory ihro~rgh lcttcrs, dia~ics, pliot~i- 
graphs, memoi~s, hisloties, or olher recollcclions, that they rmy lie preserved antl 
chcrishctl as rcmintlcrs of all thal we owe them ;~nd c;ur lo i r~ i  Tram Ihenr. We arc 
;~lso  intcrcstcd i n  ;~~ti t ' ;~cts  sucli :IS mctials, ni;~ps, clc Kegrctlahly, we do not II;IVC 
space for imi~orms or large ilcms. 

Memories sen1 to us will he iritlesetl and kept in the Marsll;~ll licsc;~rch lilimry, 
Mr~scrmi & hchivcs.  ;mtl rnay lie 1'c;rlurctl (ill-line LOI the hcnclil ol: o u ~  visitors, 
scholars, and rcscarclicrs. The voices ol ihc World War I I-l<olcnr W;II generation 
arc lliosc tl~;rt h;wc given so niucli, ycl cspcricncc lells us thal they have much 
mrve lo s11;lre 

1 look Sorcvartl in hearing Imm you regartling \Vorltl War- I1 or Korc;m W;II memo- 
ries 'l'hank you. 

Sincc~cly. 

locllcn K. Illand (Mrs.) 
D i ~ c c l o ~ ,  Memories Projecl 
540-403-7 10.3, Est 2.35 
l~)l;~rit l ik(/r)n~;~ii(i~~vn~i.ctl~r 


