
Date lieccivccl: 10 11ugnst 2001 

GIFT - His World War I1 story, "My Musl iJnlbrgett;rble Ch;rr;rctcr - 1st I ,i. Glen 1,. 
hlcSpa~ran" - (483rd J%onrh - Norttiern Italy - May 24, 1944) 



MY MOSS UNFORGETTABLE CLZARACTEK 
I ' Lt GICII L McSpa~ran 

May 24, 1944 
TARGET Avtsro V~adoct, Northcrn Italy 
Hcaty Rornkr B-17Ci ff065--'*R~gor Mort~s' 
8 17" Bonib Squad -4831d Bomb Group 

Approaching the target we wcrc attacked by a group of Cicrman ME- 109s a id  FW- 190s 
We were flying in "coffin co~ner", the position most vulncrablc to enemy fighters, lowest left sidc 
aircraft of a 28-plait group bombing formation of four 7-plane squadrons 

By the timc Friendly P-38s drove off the cncmy wc had sustained considcrahlc dmagc  to 
plane and crew The b~lly-turret gunner was killed instantly when sln~ck in the chest by a 20mm 
cncmy cannon shell and was blovm out oS the lurrct As wounded waist gunner Shortridge was 
shooting down an enemy fighter. the other waist &wnncr Stout suk1tl'cri.d massive head wounds and 
lost consciousness Radio-gi~rt~~er L.aFlillnmc, aner taking shell fragmct~ts in the arm, shoulder 
a i d  back, put out a five in the radio room McSparran knew the oxygen syst,em was out a l t  of the 
homb hay and that the hydraulic sysicni was out (No brakes) Ile did not know that one wing 
n~alri spar had hccn broken and the other damaged, the right tirc was flat and that ihc wing flaps 
were not going to operate propcrlv on landing 

Hc got a herding homc fiom the Navigator ruld for some time wc had a P-38 escort sitting 
on our righi wing 13ecausc of extensive aircraft damazc and iniurcd aboard we wcrc directed to 
Foggia Main Ailport where hospiial facilitics were available 

Without brakes. McSparrai kncw hc would have to ground loop while avoiding other 
parked aircraft. on landing With hclp liom co-pilot Millet; and cnginccryurmcr Jackson he 
corrected n tail whwl unlocking problem causcd by thc Clat tirc and cxccutcd a scveral-tarn ground 
loop Later inspection of #065 showed additional damage to bomb hay, nose, lee and right wings, 

'I 10 room tail, waist and r d' 

Waist gunner Shortridge's sliouldcr \vom~d was Lrcatcd atid radio-gunner LaFlarnme spent 
nine days in the hospital Waisl guriucr Stout died five days later from his iniuries The crew 
attcndd his burial service in Bari. Italy 

011 July 18, 1944, as 14 more aircr:~fl of this B-17 Heavy Homhcr group were being shot 
down on a mission to Mcmmingen, Germany, the Co~nrnandcr of the 5Ih Wing, 15"' Air Force, 
Gc~icral Lawrence, was decorating Sgts Shorlridgc and LaFlamnic wilh Silver Stars aud 1.1 
G I  I McSpxran with thc 1)istirtguishcd Flying Cross for his outstanding petiormmcc in 
returning a seriously damaged and crippled plane to home base and cflkcting n superb landir~g 
without further injury to crem or dmiagc to aircratl and or ground facilities Hc retired with the 
rank oFColoncl aftcr serving more than thirty v a r s  with the Air Force 

I was ihc Bou~ba~dicr on 'Rigor Mortis" that day and witnessed the actions o I  niv most 
unfo~gettablc character who cahnly pel formed his duties ofaircrnfi comniandcr 

NORMAN A BLACK 
Maj USAF ( k t )  



Tlrc Amctrcan Ixg~on Magnzmc 
700 N J'ctu~sylvan~a Strcct 
P 0 Box I055 
Ind~anapol~s, IN 46206 
Personal Menror~cc 

Sirs: 
The cricloscd is my Personal Memory Ictter Tor your consideration It is orrly one day in 

the life o r  a heavy hotnbcr crew rnetnbcr during his WWIl tour of duty in the 151h Air Force in 
Iialy 

The "cbractcrm 1 wrote about probably would consider this mission iusl another day of 
doing his job and thc recounting of it "much ado ahout notl~ing" 

1 have cnclosed pictures and matcrral to be used at your discrct~on They, or thc nilsslon 
accoonl. wlrcther or not seleclcd, nccd not be ictumcd 

The Lcgion magazine is moch appreciated 1ic1-c. by me and my fatuily. Pwticularly the 
"lettcr" section 

Very Lruly yours. 

NORMAN A BLACK 



Bland, Joellen 
~ - p ~  p~ ~~ ~ 

From: Norm Black [jnblack@surfside.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, August 08,2001 2:38 PM 

To: bland 

Subject: G C Marshall Found WWll story 

Have short story re WWll 8-17 bombing mission out of 15th AF in Italy, 1944 Submitted to American 
Legion Mag , rejected for lack of space earlier Norm Black TROA Mem #I342180 
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Bland, Joellen 
. . . . .  . . ~ - p ~  . - ~ ~ ~~ p~~ ~ . , 

From: Bland, Joellen 

Sent: Thursday, August 09,2001 12:06 PM 

To: 'Norm Black' 

Subject: RE: G C Marshall Found WWll stoiy 

Mr. Black - I would be very interested in seeing your story for our Memories Project. If you would like 
additional information about the project or the George C. Marshall Foundation, please give me your mailing 
address and I will forward same to you promptly Thank you for contacting us. - Joellen Bland. Director, World 
War Il-Korean War Memories Project 



Bland, Jaellen 
~ -~ ~ ~ ~ - p ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ - ~ 

From: Norm Black ijnblack@surfside net] 

Sent: Thursday, August 09,2001 7:22 PM 

TO: Bland, Joellen 

Subject: Re: G C. Marshall Found WWll stoly 

Ms. Bland---Attached is a copy of my letter to American Legion Magazine as cover to a bombing mission 
story (also attached). 

As I mentioned earlier, AIL Mag did not publish for lack of space but I couldn't help but notice that their 
"regret" letter was dated April 24, 1999, exactly 55 years later, to the day 

I wish you much success with the "Memories" project Our WWll483rd Bomb Group Assn has 
arranged for a permanent site for our archives at Warner Robins Air Base in Georgia where you may find 
dozens of "memories" compiled by our late archivist, 
Jacob Grimm who sadly, passed away recently 

My present address (different than in attachment) is: 13311 Del Monte Drive, Seal Beach, CA. 90740. 
4529 

Norman A Black 

Maj. USAF (Ret ) 



Major Norman A Black USAF (Rct) 
13.311 Dcl Monlc lhivc 
Seal 13eacl1, California 90740-4529 

Yoill s lo~y  is a valuahlc adtlitio~i to out pc!jcct. ant1 wc ;~pp~cciatc  you^ willing- 
ncss to send i l  to us 

Would you please conrplele the cnclosctl forms anti iztw lr tlrc~ir to me in1 

i~iclosion in your file'! 

.locllcn K. 13l;intl (Mrs ) 
Director, Mc~rio~ics  Plt!jcct 
540-46.3-7 10.3, Exl. 7.35 
hla~itlilc(~~v~rii.edu 



GEORGE C. MARSIIALL FOUNDATION "MEMORIES PROJECT" 
DONOR INFORMATION 

(Please Attach to the "Memories" You Send Us) 

Veteran of WW I1 X Korea Civilian Service -- 
Army -- Navy Marine Corps A i r  CorpslE'urce)_L Coast Guard - 
ServiceICivilian Branch 

WWII Theater(s) of Operation 

Date and Place of Birth 1 = E \T\q- -. 

Education 1,evel upon Service Entry 
F .  ch, 

Occupation Before Service PI h) h, -h; L C 
Service Starting Date k3 !,. lq  % 2- - Discl~age Date 2 N R R .  \qbb ~AJ,AEC) 

Nighest Rank Achieved -" 

Units Served With & Dates: -- 
t c 9 r ~ a S M  . ~ A I M ~  OFF& l % F R s . r e n d L  

Living Service Buddies, whom we might contact: (Name, Address, Telephone) 

3. .... 

Nearest Living Relative(s), whom we might contact: (Name, Address, Telephone) 

How did you learn about the Marsball Foundation's World War 11-Korean War 
Memories Prqject? - L.zx.--. - - -- -. - .- 

(See Reverse Side) 


