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RIZO'I'IIERS IN SERVICE A N D  PAlTH 

Wandcrlust motivated my cldei- brothel Melvin to prcssure prcntal consent for Navy 
enlistment Fealty, patriotism and duty to country inovcd lrie to lcavc a cornfoi-lahlc "l!,xerupt 
essential industry" to join the Navy Family fricnd Bobby Shaw shared that unbclicval)le day that 
galvanized a nation and all who loved this country December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor is a freeze- 
frame horroi- Navy bandsmen were thcrc to entertain restlcss waiting troops Bohby Shaw, 
member of thc barid, by chancc had an interim berth on thc U S S Arizona tic died that day with 
1 100 shipmates hc did not know My oldest brot hcr Delbert, Mayor oTPasadena, quickly 
initiatcd the name changc of 5"' Strect, the city's busicst, to  Shaw Strcct in memoriam 

Snug up to the Arizona, veteran Navynian and Chicf Signalman Mclvin on deck of thc 
U S S Wcst Virginia watched in fcar as they wcrc sccond hit and sunk iIe jumped into ioiling, 
hurniug water swimming toward Foi-d Island 2 I9 of his shipniates perished 17 days later our 
family icarned that he sut-vivcd My thoughts crystallized ikcenihcr 7 Rally-round-the-flag 
rcsponsc overwhelmed recruiteis My Rice llniversity chemical engineering dcgrcc, 
cxcnipt/industry status must have convcycd that maybe 1 could drive a boat 

Scrupulous with training, I was dispatchcd to Annapolis, follo\vcd with IJniversity of 
California-nerkclcy Tor diesel enginccring Seamanship cxpcricnce was gaincd on the Reliance 
minesweeping the Los Angclcs entrance channel Submarine school in Connecticut was a 
washout Sniall craft training in Miami preceded orders to 8"' Naval District HQ in New Orleans 
Papers tlicrc indicated proceed to Ecorsc, MI to accept f o ~  thc Navy P C 1145 My chest 
swcllcd as I saw my ship, "bucking bronco ofthc seas" they were called liornlalities over, I 
took this ship, crcw, and Coast Guard rivcr pilot down the Mississippi for further outfitting and 
pi-ovisions P C 1 145 was destined Tor much hcavy duty, the rcmaindcr or  niy active scrvice was 
aboard hei 

M y  brother and I served proudly totiching exotic places never knowing each other's 
location or circumstances Our wartirnc paths crossed but it was long a h  peacc was dcclaied 
bcforc rcunion We could relate whcn rcflccting on Eniwetok, illithi, Bikini, Pearl Harbor, lwo 
h a ,  I,eyte, Okinawa, Wake or Kwajalcin Wc were thankhl fot sul-vival and talked openly of 
the ultimate frightening cxpcricnce IIe was bnrncd in Kamikaze attack of his aircraft carrier 1 
was electlified below deck whcn 15 fcct oSthe bow of oui ship was sheared olrhy a submarine 
wc wcrc cscorting to thc Panania Canal Our ship was one of the iirst into dcvastated 'Tokyo 
Harbor P C 1 145 had dcpth chaiged enemy ships and wcathered several l~urricancs. cvcn riding 
out 212 rnph highcst rccorded intensity 

Aqccing the rnosl Srightening event in both our livcs was the Scptenher 1945 typhoon, 
worst in history that covcrcd most orthe South Pacific Rolling 70 dcgrccs in waves 80 to 90 
feet, Japanese inincs being hurled loose from niool-ings my ship was mercilessly tossed 'I'hc 
larger ship my brother was on proved equally hclplcss Wc compared arid knew that the typhoon 
was pure iiight M~en's wars and foibles notwithstanding, the Winds of God still prcvail as on 
Pentecost 

Out faith served us well.-il'God be for you what can hc against you? 1150 of us W W J I  
vctcrans die each day, but we secured fieedoms My brother Mclvin was buried in February 
1999 with deseived inililary honors 

I t  I Vernon l' Atkinson 
I I S N R , R c t  





Lt. C'nid Vclnori 'l'. Alhi~ison 
4407 Fox Meadow l m z  
Rrsxle~r;~, Texas 77504 

I am pleased to acknowledge rcccipr ol yaw World War 11 ~ricmoir, "BIOIII~IS 111 
Scrvice and Paitlr," tl&~iling the rrrilita~y sz~vicc 0 1 '  you and your hrotlier in the 
Soullr I'ircific, which will he cnlelctl inlo our Wolltl War I l -Ko~e~r~i  W ~ I  Mcmo- 
ties Project 

Your story is a va111;rble ;rdtli~ion to our 131 o,jcct. iuid we apptcciatc yo~rr willi~ig- 
ncss to scnd it to 11s 

locllcn K Rland (MI \ ) 

cc: Alhc11 J Bevel ~dgc ,  Ill, 1'1ewIcn1 





GEORGE C. MARSHALL, FOUNDATION "MEMORIES PROJECT" 
DONOR INFORMATION 

(Please Attach to the "Memories" You Send Us) 
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might contact: (Name, Address, Telephone) 
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/ ., . <~ Nearest Living Relative(s), whom we might contact: (Name, Addr~s,Telc&m.e) -~ ~2:;~ &,.-/!, ve 
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(See Reverse Side) 



GEORGE C. MARSHALL FOUNDATION ' 
I 

DRAWER 1600 
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 24450-1600 

540-463-7103 

ITEMIINFORMATION RELEASE FORM 

scholarly value of the information or items discussed, knowingly and voluntarily permit 

the George C. Marshall Foundation to make full use of this information or item(s). 

I hereby grant and assign all of my rights of whatever kind pertaining to this informa- 

tion or item($ to the public. 

(See Reverse Side) 


