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The 100tk Division Artillery, commnded by Drigadlier Gemsral John B, Murphy
and with & strength of 161 0fficers O Werrant Officers and 2010 Enlisted lex,
bivouscked non-ifiotieally in the Delta Dase Sector Staging Ares f1 at Septemes,
Framse, during the last week of October 1044, All porsonnel was very active;
primarily concerned with drawing supplies at the 'mreeilles dooks, unpuoking and
preparing them for cgmbat operations,

On the morning of 27 Oct 1044 General Jawphy hold a Dattalion Commanders®
meeting and notified then that we would enter eabat under the VI Corps, operat
in the Seventh Awmy Seetor, e also informed them that the order of movement
be by combat toam with the first tewm lemwing en Sunday 38 Oot 1944,

In goordinntion with other divisional unite tho 100th Division Artillery
moved in Combat Team formmtion in the order CT /9, CT #7, CT §#8, and the last mareh
unit conalsting of the 878rd Fleld Artillsry Dattalion and Speeial Treoops., This
headquarters moved with 07 {8, The first convoy cleared Geptemes Ly 0830 on
Wednesday 1 ¥ov 1044, leving north en highway ¥ &, successive halts were made at
Valence and Dijen, The entire division closed in the vielnity of Housseres at
1700 rriday 3 Nov 1044,

Preparatory Yo taking over the responsibilitises of the sestor assigned the
45th Infentry Divielen, 100th Divieion Artillery lattalions were placed wnder the
eontrel of the 45¢h Divieien Artillery for coordlnation with their battalions,

This headquarters moved on 4 Nov 1944 clearing Housseras at 1130 and eleeing
in at 5t Benoit at HOO.

To facilitate oloser coordimtion for the fortheoulng trensfer, the $74th
FA Bn moved inte s position I} miles southewest of Dmosarat, closing there at 1600
on 6 Yov 1844, Other babtbalions continued under the eontrol of the 465th Divisiem
Artillery. A% 1700 the 406th Oroup, consisting of thw D3I8th FA Ba (150mm Howitsors)
and the 086th PA En (4,0" Guns), was plased in the gemersl support and reinforce=
mant of the fires of the 100th Division Artillery., A% 1030 instruotions were
received that the @9th AFA Bn (106mm Self=Irops fowitzors ) would be attached
to the 100th Division Artillery,

At this time, € Yov 1944, the 37rd FA Bn in poslition near 8t Remey, the
374th PA Pn in position noar Pacecarat, the 3T0th P\ Pn in position near 24 Barbe
and the 920th FA Im in position near Bagcarat; all centinued thelr coordimation
with the 45th Divisien Artillery, A few harassing spd peint target missions were
fired by the badtalions,

7 Hov 1944 == Conbinued operstion with the 45%h Division, DBattalions fired
on enemy ire itims with good offeet, The &0th AFA Bn moved inte
position in the v Ly of 8t Barbe snd was instructed to make recenniissance
for future positisms in the violnity of Dascarat. The 374th FA Bn took over the
direct support of the $57th Infantry Regiment and fired Time Un Target on two
groups of enemy who vore digging in, The 375tk "4 Do moved at 1015 o the
vioinity 2 miles northeeast of St Denolt, No astivity throughout the reminder
of the day,

8 uz 1044 == Ths 576th PA Bn took over ©he direst support of the J98th
Infantry Regiment at 21850y The weather was very bad so no firing was dons during
the day,

5 Hov 1064 = Ihe Commanding Gemeral 100th Divislon Artillery sssumed full
command of all FA Bns and sttached Bung widoh gave compleote relief to the
46th Division ' Attached unite under the comtrol of this hesdquarters
inoluded the E9%h AFA Tn, the §36th FA In and the SE5th FA Bn, the latber two
from the 405¢h Croups .
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The §76th FA Ba lost one gun frem "C" battery through enemy
aotion at Thiaville, Three men were killed in this snsounter, Snowfall during the
day eonfined artiliery to 40 missions, The 0RU%h ¥\ Dn moved into new positions
SE of Bacoarat and registered in preparation for suppert of the 598th Infantry
Regiment in their now positions SE of Baccarats The 374th FA Dan fired propsganda
leaflets into Thiaville, Raon I'Etape and Neufusiscns,

10 Yov 44 o= Cortinued bad weather throughout the day limited obserwation,
Firing was confined %o & few harrassing missions, Firing by the $75¢h FA In on
eneuy mortars was very successful, alsc the saolw goreen laid down by the seme
battalion aided the 209th Inf in tholir advence, During these operatioens, 24 ¢
VeCracken, Foremrd Observer for “O" battery, was Lilled by & tree mine, Three
other mon from the 390th Inf were also killed in this setion, late in the day
advance notiee was roceived of an attack to bo launched at 0000 on 18 Nov 44,
the division objective bedng the seigure of the high ground north of Reon L'Btape,
The artillery was sssigned the mission of supporiting (his atteack, The 60th AFA
Bn was attached to Ghe 100th Div Arty, A total of 57 missions were fired through-
out the days the effget of this firing was highly commendable from infantry reporte,

11 Yov 44 == This day was one of preparatim for the coming attack. The
69th AFA Bn wag formed into a groupment with the §74th FA Bn, imown as the liles
Croppment, with the misaien of direet support of the J0¥the Inf which was meking
the wain effor Other missions were the §78rd YA Bn in general support and
reinforeing the fires of the 376th FA 5n in the 0G%h Inf sone of aetion; and the
826th in direet sup ort of the 399th Inf, Cereral Imahr, VI Corps Artillery Com=
mander, visited this headquarters to discuss the fortheoming attack, During the
day missions ired inoluded point targets and harrassing fires by the battalions,
The 378rd FA Ba suffered ¢ casualties (1 killed) from & heavy and extremely
agourate countorbatbery attack of 104 rounds, This fire lifted at 25850, Heaviest
artillery fire this dats was a T0T by Corps fired at 1240, This was requested
by the 375th FA Bn teo olear out machine gpuns and mortars which were hindering thelr
movement, Results of the TOT were reported as s=esllent,

12 Yov 44 == The eneny resistance continued o be stwong, Observers were able
to loeate and gause vory effective fire to be placed on targets., Included was
firing by the 378rd PA Dn in Clairefonteine as adjusted by an ohbserver of the
B76th PA Ba, Target hits were obtained, The S74Lh A Dn gave excellent port
in the advance of the J97th Ianf with a rollinmg barrage, Other battalions ¢
harrassing missions, prearranged fires, and nentralisstion of reported enemy

strong points,

The 425 rounds fired this day inoluded néne TOTs fired with
the V1 Corpe Artillery, which included 17 batftallon concentrations fired, Reported
results of the dai: ¢ firing indicated oxtreme asouragy in placement and speed of
delivery of all .

13 Nov 44 == Conbinued dad weather restricted sbservation, visibility today
was limited to about 4 =ailes,

An enemy counterattack sonsisting of approximetely 200 troops
walked into & noruml bLarrage ares and were imwedistely taken under fire by the
374th FA Bn, The Pfirs resulted in complete disperslon of the enemy attack, and
approximately 150 eneny troops were killed, ,

The 578rd ¥A Bn was busy firisg nlssions adjusted by the forward
observers of tho S75%h PA Bn, the Div Arty aipr Ols and VI Corps obeservers. Targets
nevtralized included emgny OPs, 2 enewy batteries, ond s possible eneny Command
Post located in & housd, .
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The 375%h FA Bn and 925%h FA Bn fired harressing missions
which were inelided in the pre-arranged fires of the day,

Olearing skies permitted the Aiy Observation Planes %o fly nine
missions in the Iate afterncon.

Misgions were soatbtered throughout the eseotor this day requiring
the expenditure of 1113 rounds of ammunition, Results obtained were reported as
oxtremeily acourats and ¢iTestive.

14 Yov 44 - Hepeating the eotion of the morming of the 13th, this morning
the enemy walked direetly into the preparation fires of the Groupment Iiles (374th
FA Bn and £90th APA ®n), A large number of enemy wers reported killed.

The remsinder of the day was wewatful bectuse of poor visiblility
The Div Arty Alr OF section wmmde somw very good adjustments on eway installations
despite adverse weather conditions,

Thds headqugrters moved from S¢ Donolt to Bacearat and closed
there at 1500, Shortly thersalfter VI Corps Artillery issuved arders for a "Bingo"
whieh was hill 431,5; this was cancelled and replaced by a TOT which was fired ad
1740 by the 926th PA Pn,

The 376th end 378rd FA Bne in th® southern sector rendered
continuous artillery supoort of the division by firing mumbssus missions throughe
out the day, The 5285th PA Bn was also guite active in its support of ¢t he advance
of the 387¢h Ianf,

Missions fired totaled 78 snd roquired the expenditure of 1338
rounds of apmunition,

16 Mov 44 == During the early morning pre-arrcnged fires wers completed by
all battalions in eccordence with the plan of fire: issued from thie headquartorss
results were eof feetive, looations of wnits wera as follows:

B854k FA Bn = 1 nile MW of Bertrechaup on the nerth side of the
leurthe River,

60th APA Bne (atteched) in position 1000 yards E of Baseammt,

374th FA Pn = 1500 yards SW of Basosrat,

876th FA Bn « 2 miles WE of 3t Benoit,

S78rd FA En « BOO yds W of St Remmy,

406th Group: B35th FA Bn - vieinity of 5% Parbe.
888th FA Bn - 2 miles SV of Bagoarat,

A preparation fire was fired om hill 431,3 from 0920 to 0028 at
which time all artillery fire was lifted. The direet support battalions fired
8 rolling barrage 8500 yards wide and covering 500 yards which the 309th Inf sdvansed
behind, Shertly thereafter, four sffective T0Ts were fired including 12 battalion
concentrations,

yisgions fired this day totaled 53, requiring a total of 792
rounds of ammunition expended, Targets fired upsn ineluded enemy troops, machine
guns ,artillery positions, and Observation Posts, The Alr Observers eontrolled 17
of the above missicns all of which were suecessful causing a lerge muber of
oasualties and destruotion to eneny installations,

; _ Operations Instrustions §19 Headquarters 100th Division were
reseived at 2000 erdering continuation of the presext advance to seise the high
ground SE of ksen L'Btape,

16 dov 44 == The only setion during the early moralng inoluded harrassing
fires on miseellangous enemy installations, iissions assigned and positionms secuple
resaindd the seme, ilang for & TOT om & group of ememy mortars wers drafted, this
was fired at 1300 by the 825th, 194th FA Bns and the 405th Group. The 374th FA In
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fired & rolling 10 8% this time in support of the S07th Inf, VI Corps Arty
requested that the FA Bn fire 115 rounds of propaganda shell,

The 376th PA Pn moved to new positions in the vieinity of
Pertreshamps,

T™he 00 of the 825th PA Bn, Lt Col Bdgar A, Clarke, while socome
panying forward alesents of the 308th Inf in thelir advance was shot just over the
hea rt by s=all erms fire, !aj Ted H. Corry Sssuwsed command at this time.

The Div Arty AOP soction ocauduoted 7 of the 67 missions fired
by the artillery this day, The 1701 rounde wors most effestive assording
to all reports from observers and prisoners &

17 Kov 1084 == low missions assigned were ss follows;

87524 FA In - General and direct support of Co B of 308¢h Inf,

§74th Oroup, iseluding 574th FA Bn & 60tk APA Bn - Direct suppert of
387¢h Inf, Mintain and formard cbservetion with 117t¢h Revonnaissance
Sq uadron,

$7T5th ™ in - Direet support of 398¢h Inf,

P26th FA I'n - Direct support of $00th nf and 11Tth Reconnaissance.
Liaison and farwerd cbeerwtion to be furnished Ly the 3¥8&h Croup.

Puring the night setivity was conlined to small harrassing
missiona, The 57&rd YA P'n moved to new positions sprroximately 2 miles SW of Heem
L'Etape, The §7&th FA “n marked targets for an oir bembing of the hill mass 88
of Reon L'Btape, The 90th AFA Bn moved at 1600 inte new positions in the vieinity
of Clairupt, Other battalion positions remained unchanged. Very little firing
was done this duy duws %o smmunition shorteage, only U72 rounds were

The 12 TAC bembing subsequant Yo the 374th PA En marking was
very successful,

Frost on the wings of the liaison planes caused 8 collision
between two of the Div Arty planes, Conslderablo daomge resulted and 24 It Roberts
wes injured to the exlent thet evacustion was nesessary,

18 Yov 44 «= In agcordance with Operations imstructions #10 Hg 100th Infantry
Division the artillery continues its presant mission of supporting the attack %o
sei ¢ the Mgh ground SE haon L'Etape,

0 Freparation fires were plased on miscellanecus enexy positions and s
strong polnts throughout the day, [igh spots of the firing ineluded the follewingy
The 374th FA Bn utiliszed deadly time fire to clemp out entrenohed enemy Sroops SE of
Reon L'Etaps, The 194%h PA In completely destroyed & house SE of Raen L'Etape with
2* fire pesulting in the capbure of 75 dazed Jermans,

Strong points in the Raon walley losated by observers were neutrie
lizsed by eomdimed setion, The 80th APA Bn marled targets located by smoke; followed
by "horse~{ly" desigmation by the Div Arty ATP soetion, The fimal blow was struek
by the 12th TA® bLombers attached.

At 2100 the $74th Croup was bLrobem up by plasing the 68th AFA In
in general suppert of the 3T64h FA Bn,

of the 66 missions fired Ly artillery units, 19 were adjusted
by the Div Arfly AOF section, A total of 170 rounds of ammmnition were expended
for these missions, Oontioued mmmmition restriction still hempers the effective
punoh of the artillerye :

10 Hov 44 == lio Firirg was done during the early hours, Prepsration fires

18 Support of the costisued attack inoluded 10 battery cenoentrations by the S7Srd
FA Ba, 11 by the U38th FA B, end soreening c:m obgervation by the

985tk FA Tm, :

The steady advance of the froot 1ing elements required ansther pre-
paration fire nt 1300 oonsisting of nine sonssmtrations, esch soncentration inmoluding
the fire of two battdlions,
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An engmy OF snd many enemy welicles loeated by the 878rd FA
In wers ziwen & TOTe-results were very effective.

Other battalions fired sontimugusly throughout the day on point
targets snd fh suprort of the advaneing elsmenta, The hilly terrain necessitated
noutralization of soveral hill tops from which hesressing enewy fire had been

coming,

The slr section lad a very husy day loesting btargets and adjusting
fire preparatory to the 707Ts fired throughout the day,

Seventy missions were fired in which G667 rounds of smmunition
ware expended,

20 Yov 44 == This division oontinues its present nlssion of seizing the high
ground SE of Raon [YEtape in preparation of the adwnse along the axis of commumle
eation, namely Moyormoutiors<Senones, Plans were dralted for an sttask to be
launshed at 0880,

wissisns of unites

75rd PA Ba in general support of the fires of S74th FA Bn, prierity
of fires to the B7Eth FA BEn,

S74th FA 3n in direot support of B07th Inf,

$75th ¥A Bn in direot support of §98th Iaf,

9256h FA Pn in direct support of $90th Ind,

60%h AVA Bn in genemal support and relinfaroing the fires of the 374¢h
and 3756t¢h FA Dns,

At this time the 028th FA In and the 374th FA BEn moved into
position at Dartrechanps, The 375th FA Bn remained in position in vielnity of
Thiaville, The 578rd FA Pn remained in peosition in Lhe vieinity of St Remey,

Aotivity oendered arcund the town of Moyemmoutiers upea which
considerable artillery fire was placed, A large nusber of enemy were seen idlled,
many were oapiured, other enemy installations wore neutralized,

This hendquarters moved from Dascarat to Haon L'Btape closing
there at 1500, The headquarters seotion occupisd the Hotel Vosages,

A total of 46 miesions ware {lred an the abovementioned turgets
expending €67 rounds of wmmmition.

21 iov 44 == Ireparatory instrustions wer: ilgsued yesterday for recomnsissance
for new positions b all battalions, Flsal sasupation was completed during this
morning with the following dispesition,

The 57T4th FA In moved into a position 000 yds SE of Reon L'Etape.

The D28th FA Bn moved into a position 800 yds E of Reon L'Etape at
1200,

The §70th FA En moved into apositisn 500 yds ST of Reon L'Etape.

The 89th AYA Bn moved at 1800 to® position just W of Moyemmoutlers.

The 873rd FA Dn moved into & small Town just W of Moyenmoutioers.

The firing for the day under reciricted samunition allowmnoes
mlm of supporting fires only, For the 27 nisslons fired, 526 round of
ammumi tlon were expended,

22 Nov 44 ~= With plans drafted in line with the repld advance of the fromt
lines, this headquarters issued Operations Instruetions {4, Thie placed the 373rd
in general suprort snd reinforeing the fires 6f the 574th Croup. The new I74th
Group ineluded MI‘H& ¥A Bn, whioh was plaged in direct support of the 567th

s
n- #@Eth PA Bn displaced to Sencmps (n time to emble them to
by 1300, The 574th PA Bn displeced weorl of Senones at 1010, The 373rd
PA Bn displaced to & new position 2000 yds N2 of !‘gyemmoutiers, The $9th AFA Im
also went into positiom in the vicinity of Senonce,
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There were only 27 missions fired today with an expenditure of 354
rounds., Outstanding in this firing was the eoumplote destrustion by the 374th FA
Bn of a chapel sontaining an ememy OP, The other missions were normal harrassing
and interdiction fires,

The air support had a very he vy day flying 125 sorties; targets
hit inoluded 8 motor columns, 1 freight train, & railroad ysrd containing several cars
and miscellangous individual targets,

The 100th Division was offieially mentioned in the "Beschhead
Hews", Vol I /138, Wednesday 22 November 1944,

28 Nov 44 == Advarse weather conditions during the early hours of the morning
confined the artillery %o very little movement or Iiring, no missions were fired
by the four battalions of Div Arty,

The 875th FA Bn moved into a new position 1000 yds east of lMoyene
moutier at 0080, The 574th FA In also moved gast of Moyenmoutiers, The 925th FA
Bn moved to 1/4 mile ¥ of Senones at 1500,

Thanksgiving dinner was served in & very fine style to all officers
and men of Hg & Hg Dbry 100th Div Arty at Raon L'Diaps, 5/8gt Pasinke deserves
& work of oommendation &%t this point for the results of his efforts.

This headquarters moved to & now CF loostion at Moysmmoutiers
at 1600,

Only & small number of poinmt tergets was fired on during the
Intter part of the day, expending 217 rounds,

The next division objective if up the valley of the Breusch
River to the town of Paremschs Upon receipt of these new division instructions
thds hesdquarters lssusd Operations Instruoticns /' in coordination with 100th
Div Operations Instruetions §#30, These instrustions contained the following

misgionsy
378rd TA Dn = General support and reinforeing the 926th FA Bn,
$74th vA Bn = Direct support of the S87%h Iaf,
375th FA Ba = Reinforeing the fires of the 525th FA Bn,
925¢th FA In - Direct support of the 399th Inf,
60th AFA In = No change.
Pattalions were instructed to recomnoliter for new positions &n
the vieinity below:
378rd FA In = 5% Plaine.
87¢th ¥A In = Champ Hay,
876 FA In = Vermont-Dousne,
926th FA n = Vermonb=Douane,
6oth AFA 'n = Ho change.
vo other activity was reported, .
24 Yov 44 == Dmseodingly bad weather prohibited any artillery firing, Activity
was confined to movement of battalions as follows:

The 578rd FA Bn moved to 500 yds east of Felwal, .

The S74th FA Bn moved to new positions 300 yds NW of Benaville.
The $76th FA Bn moved to new positions in the vieinity of Pentay,
The §26th FA Dn moved to new positions 1000 yds ¥ of Saulaires,
The 69th AF¥A Bn moved to the vieinity of Celles sur Plaine,

_ ig headquarters closed ay Moymmoutiers at 1400 and opened
at Belml at 133@/“

This day ended with no missions fired and Q rounds of ammunition
expendsd,

B
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26 Nov 44 -= Weather -hgthmbmmhmmﬂr
apy type. Continued rapld retrest o mxm displacement of artl
forward, in the swing around St Blaise, thenee u-nuqmmm
of Bhirmach, Units moved as indiosted below:
Div Arty Fig at 1300 moved from Belwl %o 5% Dlaise,
The 378rd FPA M at 1400 moved from 500 yds T of Belwal to 500 yds east of

Flaine,

The S74%th YA Bn's position remsined unshanged,

The S75¢h FA Pn at 1400 from 85t Blalse to fothau,

The 926th FA Bn at 1600 from 1000 yds ¥ of Ssultures to 1000 yds ¥B of
Flaline,

Prior % their movement the 085th PA Bn fired 104 rounds in
harrassing misgions om point targets in support of the advance of the 300th Inf,
%o other missions were {ired by other battalicns today,

£8 Yov 44 == Continuing the plan to adwanse "=, all btattalions were on recone
naissance for an antieipnted move in the vieinity of fhirmsch when orders were
receoved effecting the Srensfer of the 100th Vivision from the VI Corps to the XV
Corps, This resulted in the lLumediate movemant of the 100th Div Arty complete as
follows

Piv Arty lig mowed from St Elaise to Rson L'Utape,

$78rd FA Bn from Diesback to 1a Petite fmon,

874th A Bn f om la Plaine to Raon L'Etaive,

$76th FA Bn froa Kothau to Niederharlach, then to Moyenmoutiers,
9265th PA Pa from Bamlord to Moyemmoutiers,

No missions were fired teoday, Lhe movement oaused all units to be
outside an area inoluded within the ¥o iight 1ise boundaries,

27 Nov 44 == In emapliance with orders reseived yesterday adl units were
loaded for the movemont WE to the visinity of Saarburg.

This headquarters clesred Emnon L'Véape at 1000 and clesed in
Saarburg at 1250, The 576th FA En closed into thelr area in vieinity of Biberkireh
in the early afbernoon, The 378rd PA Bn olosed into their area in the vieinity of
Hesse at 1500,

Yo missions were fired this day,

28 Wov 1044 «= With no combat orerations in ordsr for the day the mdin
funotions for all Yattalions were maintsnanee and resupply, All staff members
ocontacted similar staflf officera of XV Corps m:d XV Corps Artillery to ecordinate
and plan our future operations under their contrel Saarburg is very busy due %o
the large mmber of troope enroute to the front,

The 374th FA Bn moved from their pusition SE of Sasrburg to area
in the vieinity of Dosgenheim with the misslen of relleving the artillery htulhn
of the 324 RCT, -
The 925th FA BEn elosed inte thelr sres in vieinity of Hartzuller

at 1300,

No miseions were fired during tlw remainder of the day.

20 Nov 44 == Tho entire artillery less the I74%h FA En in bivouse in the
vicinity of Sasrburg sontinued to stress lmproved mpintemance and resupply. Mmving
received no movemsnt orders from XV Corps, ne missions were flred throughout the day,

30 Nov 44 == Jio Change,

-l
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The first day of Decemter found the orgenic bettalions of the Division Artillery
in bivoume in the vieinity of Sarrebourg with the exception of the 374th FA Bn, whieh
wes in the vieinity of Dossenheim. No missions were fired, Information from highbe
headquarters indicated the next major objective would be an attack on fortified posie
tions of the laginot line followed by & similar but more intensive attack on the
Sgédslried Line oo asiosestir ol —mad uguripys

Upon receipt of the above instructions all units immediately started intensified
training in the principals of attack on fortified positions.

2 Dec 44 -- The 100th Division Movement Order 8 received at this headguarters last
night ordered all units to move N to an assembly are& in the vieinity of Struth.
This was done with all unites olosing in by 1200, The Division was given the mission
by Corps of attacking and seiging Bitche,

This headquarters left Sarrebourg at 0930 and moved 12 miles N to the
small village of Vescheim, arriwing there at 1100, Immediately communicaticns were
established with the artillery under our control which included the following:

The 378rd FA En was attached to the 208th FA Group which econsisted
of the 7724 and 2024 FA Ens,
The 370th Group, consisting of the 3765th and 925th PA Dns,

The 374th ™. Bn remained detached to the 45th Division and in position
near Niedersdutzbech,

lio missions were fired, battalions were busy opening positions in pre=-
paration for the attaolk, All units were ordered to make & reconneissance for future
positions in the event = break-through was made by the Infantry,

A detailed plan of fire to be available on call was drafted by this head-
quarters and despetehed to all units prior to 2400, The terrain in the advance
sector being quite hilly, travel was resiricted to & small numbor of road nets, The
plan provided meny points for interdietion fires on these road nets,

Missions adjusted by the Div Arty Air Observation Post included regis-
trations end miscellanecus point targets designated by the Forward Ubservers,

& Dec 44 -~ The present Division mission of seizing Pitche continues in effect to
accomplish this in ccordination with the disposition of the Infantry regiments,
Organic and attached FA Bns were grouped as follows:

878rd FA Bn detmched for operations with 208th FA Group.

374th FA Bn detached to 45th Infantry Divieion,

376th and 925th FA Bns for 376th FA Group with the CO of the 376th
commanding, This group is in direect support of the 358th Infantry.

208th FA @roup assigned mission of general support of XV Corps and
the reinforcement of the fires of 100th Div Arty, .

Minor missions fired by the battalions during the day ineluded interdiectic

fires, harrassing {ires and enemy target of troops entrenched in the vieinity of !
VWimmenau, The 208th Croup fired a TOT on the strong point in Resteig with very
rood effect, i

4 Dec 44 ~-- lagy harragsing end interdiction missions were fired on the enemy in their
rapid retreat, A bime fire mission by the 578rd FA In wes reported as being very

effective, -
During the morning the B76th FA Pn moved to the vieinity of Rosteig,
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The 925%h FA In moved to the vieinity of Putey at 1500,

The 373rd FA Bn moved to 1600 yds S of Puberg at 1600,

This headguarters moved from Vescheim to Ia Petite Pierre, closinz there
at 1400,

Operatione Instruetions #11 issued from this headquarters at 2000 continue:

the following missions for the artillery battalions:

878 ¥A Dn detached to 208th Group.

374%h FA Bn detached to 45th Division,

376 FA Ba in direot support of the 398th Infantry.

925 FA Bn in direot support of the 355th Infantry, also supporting
the fires of the 10¢ Cavalry Gropp.

495 FA In (attached) in general suprort and reinforecing the fires of
the 926th FA Bn,

208 Group in general support of Corpe and reinforecing the fires of
the 100th Div Arty,

5 Dec 1944 == The §74th FA bn reverted to Div Arty control at 0100, mainteining its
position in the 45th Division sector, Ubservers of the 376th FA Bn loeated several |
enemy me&chire guns and mortars; these targets were =ssigned to the 208th Group who
fired on them intermittently throughout the night,

A concentration of enemy materiel wes located in the vieinity of Wingen,
The 376th ¥A Bn requested a TOT on these tarpgets and it was fired at 1100 with very
good effect, This TOT was repeated egain at 1200 by the 208th Group, 525th FA in and
376th FA Bn,

Uperations Instrustions #68 attached the 250 FA Bu (106mm How) to 100th
Div Arty. Coordination was immediately started to bring this unit into aection.

Other firing at this time included the 375th FA En placing continuous fire
on Wingen and the 37&th FA Bn plaeing & surprise fire on an enemy battery, practicelly
destroying it with sxtremely acourate fire, The same battalion, in support of the
897¢th Infantry, fired a TOT on hill 309 st enemy troops meking a counterattack, The
firing broke up the attack and killed 77 enemy. Ireaking up this resistance in Rothe
bach permitted cur troops to gain command of the town of Reipertswiller.

Enemy morters and en OP loceted in a castle in the vicinity of Lichten=
berg was fired on by the 925th FA En usdng ?-105 fuss. This actim destroyed the
oastle, thus eliminating the OP and opposition in that vieinity.

6 Deo 44 =~ Barly wmorning firing by battalione in preparation for the day's advance
included harracsing {ires in the vieinity of Buchenberg., Concentrations were also
fired on the town of lembery, Goetzembruek, and 3t Louis,
The missions of units remained unchanged except the forming of the 926
Group, which ineluded the 525 FA Dn and 495 FA Bn, with the CO of the 925 FA Bn
command ing.
Following close on the heels of the retreating enemy, battalions moved
to new positione as follows:
The 878rd FA En = no change.
The 574th FA En « to Reipertswiller,
The 375th FA Bn to Goetzembruok, :
The 925th FA Bn to Sarreinsberg, " 4
The 455th FA En to lieisenthal,
The 250th FA Bn = no change.
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While operating as & FO of the 376th FA Pn, let Lt J, C. Maroney was
killed by enemy aotion,

This headquarters, in following the forward displacement of the battalions
llang the axis of communications, moved from Ia Petite Pierre to Wingen, slosing
there at 1400,

The firing totaled &4 missions for the day, whishr equired the expene
diture of 1284 rounde of ammunition, Targets fired on inoluded 2 wounterbattery,
48 harrassing, 3 maching gun and morter, 5 groups of enemy troops and miscellaneous
enemy strong points,

During the late evening a plan of preparation fireec for all battalions
was drafted. These fires were to precede the attack scheduled for 0930 on 7 Deec
1944, The main objective for this partiocular attack was the seigzure of the town

of w.

7 Dee 44 -~ During the night many harrassing and interdiction fires were placed on
strong points in the vieinity of Lemberg, This wme done to soften up the enemy
resistance inppreparation for the attack scheduled for 0930,

At the seme time the 3I74th FA Bn on the right flank in support of the
advence of the 597t¢h Infantry had considerable =zction, Included were harrassing
fires and neutralization of a flak gun, late- & smoke soreen layed on 2 hills W
of Mouterhouse enabled the doughfeet to surround the town which had been their
intermediate objective for several days,

The atiack scheduled for 0930 wes launched with e>cellent preparation,
Upon approaching the rotd SW of lLemberg, very hetvy enemy defensive fires were
encountered, A smoke screen wes layed down to pormit our troope to withdraw for
reorganization for & new attack.

The 375th FA In fired 5 TOT's and a rolling barrage throughbut the day,

A TO? fired by the 208th Group on hill 423 at 1445 caused a larpge fire
indicating a larze ammuni¢ion dump or gas dump had been set off,

The 495%h FA Bn was relieved from attached to the 100th Div Arty and
returned to its parent unit. The 373rd FA Bn, atill under eontrel of the 208th
Group for operationsy moved to the visinlty of Althian,

The 250th FA IUn moved into posision in tho vieinity of Scheresthal,

An enemy strong point hill 430 located 15 miles NW of Geetzenbruck
conmanded the area in that vieinity and also furniched excellent observation for
directing enemy defensive fires, This was fired on at 1830 witha T0T, using 14
tons of artillery ammmition, Unite indicated below each fired 2 volleyss

2 = 8" Howitzer battalions 2 = 105mm Howitgzer battalions
2 = 155mm Gun battalions 1 = 4,5" Gun vattalions
4 = 155mm How battalions 1 = 240mm Howlit, er battery.

Harrassing and interdiction missions were fired throughout the remainder
of the night on the lemberg arda in preparation for the forthooming advance,

A total of 687 missions were [ired during this period requiring the ex-
penditure of 1872 rounds of ammunition.

8 Dec 44 =~ Information consolidated from reports received from cbservers indieated
many enemy strong poinits in the vieinity of berge These were fired on during
the night to soften up the resistance in preparation for the advance of the 358th
Infantry, Ip addition, other preperations were placed at strategic points with
considerable succoss,. '
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. Missions of units remeined unchanged except the 92G5th Group was formed
consisting of the 925 and 250 FA Bns with the CO of 925 FA Bn commanding; this
Croup wes in direct support of the 399th Infantry,

The battalions fired 30 missions, expending 1662 rounds of ammunition,
Enemy troops, tanls, mortars, vehlelss and counterbettery were targets fired on,

Highlights for the day: The support piven by the 374th FA Bn to the
397th Infantry in repulsing an ememy sounterattack in the vieinity of Mouterhouse.
Another effective mission fired on enemy troops in the vieinity of Meirh by the
$74th resulted in 50 oasualties, The 925th FA In adjusted the 373rd FA Pn on &n
enemy pillbox in the vieinity of lLemberg and destroyed the same,

While opereting as FO for the 375th FA In in the area near lieisenthal,
1t Allen Grubbs of the 376th FA En was killed Ly enemy aetion, This officer had
been most outstanding in hie performance as an 70 for his battalion,

With the resistance around Lembery still very strong, firing on points
provided in the prearranged plan were eontinued during the night. XV Corps artillery
aided in this firing.

9 Dec 44 ==« lisegions and locatlions of units remained unchanged with the Division
migsion of the seigure of Bitche remaining the same,

The 599th Infartry's stemdy advance on lLembery required little artillery
firing., Ocecupation of this town was completed during the morning,

The E74th FA En fired several counter-mortar miseions W& of Mouterhouse,
killing 20 Krauts end knooking out the enemy installation,

A 07 fired &t 1540 in the vieinity of lemberg ineluded the 926th FA
Bn, 2 battalions of &" Howitzers, 1 betialion of 150 guns, 1 battalion of 4.5" puns,
% battalions 156mm Howitzers snd two battalions of 106mm NMowitsers, Firing wes
sustained for 20 minutes,

Another mission fired by the Div Arty AOP on Ditche at 1615 blew up
an ammmition dump and Inocked out an enemy battery position condisting of six puns,
Thie letter adjustment was condueted by Air Observer It Caldwell,

Twenty minutes later a Corps TOT was also fired on Biteche; results were
reported as excellent,

Another etrong point loscated on hill 412,6 located 1 mile NE of lemberg
neccessitated the firing of a TOT at 2136,

Other missions assigned for the remainder of the night included harrassing
and interdietion Tires by the 9265th and 3765th A Pns,

Missions fired this day totaled 29, requiring the expenditure of 1372
rounds of ammmition,

10 Deo 44 - The front 1line elements adwanced %o & point just i of Lembery where
very heavy enemy resisiance was enscountered, Fortifisd and dug-in positions pre-
sented the greatest obstacle., On the right flanl very little resistance was meb
in securing the hizgh ground N of Mouterhouse,
lissions of all battalions unchanged exeept the formation of the 375th
Groupe inoluding dhe $75 and 250 FA Bns, with CO 375 FA Bn commanding,
In addition %o the normal organle battalions supporting the Divisional
elements the following were given missions indloated:
The 208 FA Group was placed in gemeral support of the XV Corps
reinforeing the fires of 100th Div Artys
The 202 "A Dn wes placed in general support and reinforeing the
fires of the 3574 FPA Bn,
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Por eloser suprort of the 399¢h Infantry, the 925th FA n displaced
to 500 yards 8 of lemberz, closing there at 0030, ¢

Following the advance of the 297th Infambtry the 374th FA Dn moved to

During the early afternoon the 250th FA Bn displhced to new positions
88 of Lemberg.

formal general and direet suppori missions were fired by all battalions
throughont the day.

A battory of Cerman 88's loecnted in the viecinity of the hospital in
Bitohe were given & TOT by the Z08th Gpooup, This firing was most effective as the
enexy fire from this fattery ceased immedimtely,

Missione fired by all battalions for the day totaled 52, requiring the
expanditure of 1798 round of ammunition,

11 Pec 44 - During the early morning harrassing end interdiotion fires were plsced
on oritical points in the seotor NE and W of Lemberg; missions of all units were
unghanged, Normal direet and general support m ssione were fired throughout the
day, one TOT was fired in & suspected enemy OF in the vielnity of Steeckbronn,

This headquarters moved from Wingen to Searreinsberg closing there at
1030,

Steting at 1000, TOT's and road-runners were fired by the battalions at
irregular intervale on the area south of Bitche. Complete coversge was given the
area, Heavy {ire was placed on known enemy strong points and main road intersections,

Firing for the day lotaled 45 missions requiring the expenditure of 1242
rounds of ammmition, Personnel, materiel and counterbattery targets were the im=-
portant enemy units fired on,

12 Dec 44 - Division front line elements consisting of the 398th Infantry on the
left and the 397th Infarbry on the right continued their advence toward the division
objective near Iitche, The 374th FA Bn reinforced by the fires of the 202 FA Bn
supported the advance of the 397th Infamtry. The S70%h FA Group reinforced by the
208th FA Croup suprortod the advance of the 300th Infantry,

Progress was very slow but steady, Iittle resistance was contacted
throughout the entire fromt, The nature of the terrain was such that little artil-
lery fire was required,

The battalions fired a total of 66 missions during the peried of which
33 were observed, The I'iv Arty air OP was very ncbive throughout the period, Four
oounterbatteery and fouwr registeations were a&lso included., One 3-gun battery of
eneny 88's were silenced by the mecurate adjustment of the air OP,

At 0315 & company commander of the 3I08th Infantry requested an adjusted
artillery fire on 20 enemy flak wagons, He brought the battalion into fire for
effect himself; the lalk wagons were silended and have not been heard from since.

Other artillery missions were normAl Llroughout the sector. 4 total
of 1214 rounds of Aammunition were expended for the day.

18 Deo 44 = Wissions and locations 6f units unchenged, all efforte of all units
eontinued to be concentrated on the advance of Ditche,
Wormel harrassing and interdictlon migsions were fired during the day.
Included was one mission fire d by eoordination between (apt Garahan of the 398th
Infantry, the 375th A Bn and the 975th FA Bn; the target, an enemy 88, was des-
troyed.
; : A total of 80 missions were fired using 1116 rounds of ammunition,
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14 Dec 44 ~ Tarly morning activity was dirscted an the Ares MW of Bitehs b0
up the resistance there. To facilitate movement of the 398 Infantry into p
the 378 FA Bn fired smoke on the area for 45 minutes, Iater preparation fires and
supporting artillery fires mede the ooordinated Infantry-Artillery attack on Fort
Fruedenberg suecessful,

The 373 FA Bn moved into new positions 300 yards 8 of Lemberg at 0900,
The 250 FA In also moved "into new positions WE of lemberg at 0800,

The 874 FA Dn supporting the advance of the 387 Infantry ¥W of Moutere
house fired norml missions, One mission caupht the emmy entrenched and caused
lossed of 10 Erauts, 1 armored omr and 1 %rueck,

The 375 FA Bn had & very heavy day of firing on Neginot line fortifie
oations scoring sevsral direct hits, Preparations for the day required the expen-
ditures of 75 rounds per gun.

The 925th A Pn fired on miscellanecus targets of opportunity., Their
"bag" for the day ineluded 4 trucks Imowked out, many ememy dend, 2 captured PWs
and € eaptured onlisted Fis,

Total missions fired by the artillery were 45, requiring the expenditure
of 510 round of exmmunition,

15 Dec 44 ~ Activiiy was restricted today by adverse westher conditionss only 37
missions were fired on enemy vehicles, troop concentrations, machine guns and light
pillboxes in the Bitche=Mouterhouse aresa,

16 Dec 44 - Plans wore prepared and preparation in complisnce with these plens wag
the only activity of the 100th Div Arty durlng the early hours todey, The all-out
attack by artillery on Imown fortifiecations in the Maginot Line wns scheduled for
0930 but was oancellsd by XV Corps. Iater information received revesled that

XV Corps Headquarteors was planning a coordinated Corps attack at 0930 on the Maginet
fortifioantions,

Missions Tired throughout the day were concentrated on pillboxes, The
925th FA Bn elaims to have destroysd one with direct hits.

The 374th FA Bn adjusted time fire on three companys &f enemy infantry
in the open. A larpge number of Kmauts were reported killed, This action occurred
SE of Camp la Ritecha.

: The 575th FA En merked two forts in the ¥aginet line for bombing by
the 12th TAC,

The 925%h PA En was in direect supoort of the 398th Infantry with the
additional mission of furnishing preparation fires for the 375th Group; it adjusted
8" Howitzers on the laginot Line pillboxes, One pillbox was reported destroyed,

A total of 55 missions were fired by all battalions; the majority of
the targete fired on were smell enemy stromg pointe still holding out immediately
in front of the main fortifieations,

The 598th Infantry was successful in gaining positiona overlooking the
fortifications and the town of Bitche.

17 Dec 44 - Activity atarted very early with preparation fires on the Maginot line
fortifications vhich lasted for 30 minutes. Thiz wus coordinated with support by
thirty-six P-47 planses which bombed and strafed Fort Freudenberg.

At the same time on the right flank the 307th attacked Fort Otterbeil
with the support of the 374th FA Bn and twelve P=i7 bombers who bombed and strafed
the fort.
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The 925 FA Bn merked tergets for the 12th TAC with red smoke and fired
on the flak guns, successfully knowkwing out one battery, Suprorting the edvance
of the ¥99th several missions were fired in the viocinity of the sollege 5 of Bitche,
This eollege was under complete control by 1400 today,

The 375 PA Bn AOP fired several missions on Ditche and fortificstions,
one hit was scorsd on an smmunitien dump) and osaused a large fire in that area,

The 876 FA En fired continmuously on “sgzinot Line forts, obtalrning en
setimated 15 or 20 hits on wvarious forts, Considerabls destruetion wns done in
preparetion for the final selszure of the fortified positions.

Missions for the day totaled 108, requiring the expenditure of 3685
rounds of valuable ammmition,

18 Deo 44 - Preparation fires ineluding rosd-runners and darrassing fires on the
aren W of Eitehe wore fired,s The attack sheduled waes leunched at 0930 on Maginot
Tine fortifications, When esction was completed ot 1650 & total of § forts had been
captured by elements of the B398th Infantry; very hsawy artillery fire aided in this
ettack,

The 925th i\ Bn concentrated its efforts on the Citedel near Bitche
with very aeccurats nbservation, 80% hits were obtalned out of the 50 rounds fired.
One enemy wvehicle in the vioclnity was destroyed,

The $7Gth FA Bn continued ites pounding of the Maginet Line forts
accounting for $ knocizouts, One M-12 self-prepelled gun went into sction under
this battalion's control and proved to be moat wvaluable in attacking heavy forti-
fieations, No more than 8 round were required to eilectively penetrate any of the
fortifioations fired oa, .

The 874th FA Pu fired mAny missions on enemy mechine guns and troop
patrols, One mission fired on an 1586mm gun immobilized it, This was followed by
a heavy artillery TOT which destroyed the gun,

The Div Arty AOP flew § missions, 7 patrols and fired 4 tarpets,
During one reconraissance an enemy tenk assewbly was locatsd and fired onji two
tanks were reported bagpged.

A total of 84 missions were fired reguiring the expenditure of 685
rounds of ammunition,

10 Dec 44 - The mission for the day for sll units sontinued o be the destruction
of the fortifications fmoing them, Firing also continued on other stewong points
near Pitche.

The 878rd FA Pn fired 17 missions durisg the day on vardous fortifications
with excellent results, Their fires were coordinatad by the 208th FA Groupe.

The 374th FA Hn fired 15 missions furing the peried; outstending was
a direct hit on & flak wagon in the vieinity of Stockbronn,

The 376th FA Pn supported the attacks of the 398th Infantry on Fort
Fruendenberg and Fort Schgessesk by firing rolling barreges, Other firing alded
in repuhlns A eounterattack at 1800 near unit #‘3 of Fort 301%1“30!1:.

The 925th FA Bn fired 13 missions during the period. Firing was
concentrated on the Citadel with the M=]2 guns 20 hits were obtained with dés~
tructive results, A large fire was observed burning throughout the day within the
Citadel,

Iater reports stated that all but two of the Schiesseck group of forts
hed been successfully ocoupded by friendly troops,
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20 Dec 44 =~ }flssionss No change; positioms: No ohange.
£ Preparation fires condituted most of the firing Wuring the moming,
Just prior to Hehour notice was received that 1%t was postponed indefinitely,

Div Argy Plan #1 and Plen {2 were changed to & TOT to be fired by the
378 and 975 FA Ins,

An estimated 150 enemy in a draw near Schorbach were fired on by a
Corps TOT at 1100. ¥any casualties were reported in that action by a W eaptured
later on,

The Div Arty AOP located an enemy pun battery WE of Bitoche and called
for fire, The 208 group fired a 70T lmocking this battery out of sction,

Capt Eump of the S76 FA Bn loeated 20 enemy flak guns NW of Bitohe and
adjusted fire on the same, Kffect was excellent as no further fire was received
from these gunsa, This action occurred at 1800,

The 925 FA Bn fired on two tanks SW of Ditehe at 1400, results imkmomm.

A total of 75 missions were fired during the period requiring the ex=
penditure of 2299 rounds of ammunition,

Information wae received at 18350 that this Division would be moving
over and taking up the sector now oceccupied by the 44th Division, thereby cessing
their drive to capture Piteohs, France,

21 Dec 44 -« All unite having received warning orders to the effect that they would
be taking up new defencive positions to the IV were busy preparing for the move,
Orders were issued from this headquarters ss shown in 0I #21, All
battalions were instrueted to meke & reconnaissance of their newly assigned areas,
register one howitser and displace as soon as possible,
This division having been ordered by higher headquarters to relieve the 44
Division and take up defensive positions slong thejir front ordered the following
disposition of the combat elements:
0T 397 relieve the CT 114 of the 44th Division on the left flank,
CT 398 less 1lst Bn relieve CT 71 of the 44th on the right flank,
aT 399 protect the sector along the Regervillers Ridge from Fort
Fruedenberg to Ditehe. -
1st Bn 3098 hold Fart Schisseck area until relieved by VI Corps,
The following organization was ordered in the artillery:
873 ¥A Pn relieved from attached to 208 Croup to general support.
874 FA Dn direot support of 897 Infantry.
3756 FA Bn direct support 398 Infentry
925 PA Bn to general support.
250 FA Bn (attmched) to gemeral support.
Artillery firing for the day totuled G5 missions whieh oonsisted of
road-runners, interdiction fires, and adjustments on enemy stron; points in the
vieinity of Bitche,

22 Dec 44 - In compliance with orders issued yesterday all units moved ag instructed
and immedieately orpanized defense positions and installed extensive communiocations.
Units moved to the followinp locetionss

Div Arty headgarters to Montbronn, opeming there at 0900,

878 FA Bn to Graisberg.

874 FA Bu to positions in the vieinity of Petite Rederching,

875 FA Bn %o vieinity of Frolmuhl,

925 PA In at the last minute wos ordered to remain in their position
at Lemberg.
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For coveraze of this movement smoke missions were fired stadting at
daybreak until mid-morning, An sadditional smoke mission was fired to conceal the
retrieving of three disabled vehisles of the 781 FA In. FPoor visibility caused
by weather conditions alsc aided i1 these smoke missions,

The Piv Arty AOP loonted enemy activity in the vieinity of Bitche and
adjusted the 925 PA In on them with satisfactory results,

Other artillery firing during the period were harrassing, interdietion
fires on suspected enomy installations throughout the seetor,

A11 wmite drew up plans for defensive fires in accordance with the new
order of battle,.

Miessions for the pariod totaled 58, using 1694 rounds of ammunition,

23 Dec 44 « All unite gontinued their improvement of their defensive positions,
extensive plens of defensive fires were prepared by all units, This inecluded
additional communicntions for epntrol and coordisaition. Continuous resonmissance
was carried on by &ll olements for alternate positicns and improved cbservation
posts,

The 372 TA Bn fired 10 missions including harrassing and interdietion
firing,

The 274th TA BEn fired 150 rounds of propaganda shell on the towns of
¥ousseviller, Weislourch, Volmmster, and on the probable front line enemy troop
concentrations, Other firing by this battalicn included harrmssing missions and
one adjustment on &n enemy gun positions,

In the 875 FA Dn FO, Sgt Mertin fired on enemy digging in and finally
caused the surrender of 4 Krauts, One enemy gun pesition reported by & Pl wus
fired on, Other additional harrassing missions were alse fired by this battalion.

The 986 FA Ba, remaining in lemberg, received considerable eneany
artillery fire in the vieinity of their CP. Several uncbserved missions were
fired against enemy tonks, mortars, and vehicles, Ubservers reported many target
hits resulting in destruction to materiel and personnel,

Piv Arty fire being reinforced only by the 208 FA Group made the coverage
of the extensive division front very thin,

Verified reports were received in this hesdquarters that no Ameriocan
troops were in Uiteche, thereby meaking firing still pessible on this strong poink.

Coordination between the Div Arty and a flight of bombersg of the 12th
TAC plastered Schorbach for 15 minutes at 1420 today,

24 Dec 44 - In the sector of the 308th Infantry an enemy counterattack developed
at 0200, The 374th 7A Fn fired rolling barrages snd interdietion fires in repulsdng
this attack,
In compliance with Div Arty OI #24, battalions displaced ’I:y battery
to the following positions:
373 FA Dn to vieinity of Guisberg.
874 ¥A Bn to vieinity of Bining.
&75%h FA En to vieinity of Siersthsl,
925th FA Bn to vieinity of 8¢ Louis,
250 TA En to vieinity of Rohrbach,
Very little firing was done during the pericd other than registrations
in the new loeations.
Bxeept for the movement of units and preparation of their defensive
positions, little action ook place.

ja
et
|2
|=
j=
=



e R W T ——

B LK 5 i

Observations were made from this headgquarters of approximetely 1500
£1lied bombers headed for "Jerry" with a nice Christmos paclkmge, This artillery
also planned the firing of = new artillery shell incorporating the Pozit fuse,
Bvery gun in the Div Arty and reinforoing artillery extended a similar greeting to
the Erauts at one mimute after midnight,

25 Dec 44 - Christmas Day started with & "Bang™ with all guns firing the soheduled
T0Tes The new Pozit fuse was fired, reports of the results obtained have not yet
béén received.

Bustling sotivity was the keynote of Cliristmas Day, but not of the
traditional festive variety. Of particular note was the many religious services
participated in by eivilians,

A ohange in the division pden, principel festure of which was a 4800
yard jump in the NIR forward, necessitated & complete change in artillery plans.
This plan in one respect worked to the advanbegs of perscmnel in that the scheduled
and long awaited Christmes dinner could be served without too mueh interference,

4 very sumptious turkey dinner with all the trimmings was served to
all men, In spite of combat conditions an enjoyable time was hed by 2ll.

The 40 nissions fired during the day ineluded the rormal harrassing and
interdietion missions encountered in deflensive operailcns.

2¢ Teo 44 - After recéiving many changes in missions end position egsignments the
Div Arty finelly settled down to the organlzation of defense positions., Final plans
of defensive fires vwere drawn and released.

Firing during the early part of the period coneslisted meinly of harrassing
missions against suspected troqp concentrations and enemy USRs. Rosd-runners were
fired by the 375 PA Pn using the Pozit fuse, '

The 374 FA Fn fired 10 missions on enemy Yroops located in the 387th
Infantry sector; 25 dend Erauts were reported and large numbers of enemy wounded were

removed under cover of enemy smoke.

%hile searching the front line in & lialson plane for enemy targets,

Col Delangs located &and directed fire on & group of enemy in & house, This sction
set the house in flames, troops were seon soattering from the house, casualties
unknown, This mission wes fired by the 873 FA En,

Reports of enemy perachutists opsrating near this sector necessitated
more stringent security meesures., All units have been irstructed to set up all-
around road bloeks on all roads to halt all GIs and chesk for complete identification
and password,

Plans wore receiv and released for an artillery preparation to support
a sunll soale atiack by the 397th Infantry on the town of Etching on the morning
of the 28th,

Misgiona for the period totaled 80, which required the expenditure of
819 rounds of samunition,

27 Dec 44 - Outstending in the activity Hr this periocd was test problems fired with
the Pogit fuze, Reports varied as to the effectivenses of this new seoret weapon,
In general it is believed the spesd of delivery and acouracy obtained from this
shell will greatly inoresse personnel casualtles on enemy troops.

Enemy ferial aetivity has incresged oonsiderably in battalion sectors,
The B88 AAA Bn was given clesrance to fire at any enemy plames within range.
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~ I1lminating missions were given the 824 TD Bn prineipally es an exper=
iment for future operations in night firing., Results not yet determined,
The Div Arty AOP flew 9 patrols and adjusted Corps Arty on an enemy
ordnance repair shop located near Waldhausen,
Firing during this period was comparatively dight, only 31 missions
were fired consisting mainly of harrassing and neutralizdng sction, Mo partioculer
sector presented any serious enemy activity,

28 Dec 1944 - Missions and locations of all unite remein unchanged, The defensive
orders previously issued still remain in effect,

Ho eneny activity of major importance was reported far the entire day,
flo evidence has been found since the division wemt into this defensive role whieh
would indiecate that the enemy is preparing for an atiack,

Ins fired test problems throughout the day to determine the practica-
bility of ricochet firing on the now hard frozen ground, Units reported that between
507 and 1007 of the round ricocheted.

The 373rd FA Dn fired gully and trail runners, Omne group of enemy
troops observed in & house were fired on, § direct hils were obtained, enemy casuslties
unknown,

The 374th FA IBn fired on the MSR during the night with Pozit fuse, results
were reported as very satisfactory, In addition this battalion fired harrassing
missions on énemy mortar and gun positions, One large explosion was heard indicating
the probability of a hit on an ammunition dump.

The 876th ¥A Bn also fired Pozit on enemy concentrations in the vicinity
of Nousweiler, many enemy casutlties were reported and 4 PWs surrendered. One nmission
fired on 2 ersatz pillboxes flushed 8 enemy and destroyed the positiecns,

The 925th FA Bn fired normal harrassing and interdiction missions
throughout the day,

A total of 48 missions were fired for this period, requiring the expen-
fdture of 642 rounds of emmumition,

29 Dec 44 - Pield Order #6 Hq 100th Division wes received at this headquarters
ealling for continuned improvement of defensive installations. Complete plans wore
made and put into operation to insure that any surprise thrust or withdrawal by the
enemy would be promptly apprehended and scted upmne

In ccmpliance with the plan Tennessee which shifted the weight of
Divieion defenses from the right to the left, battnlions spent comsiderable time in

checking their defensive fire concentrations.
The 373rd FA En fired harrassing and interdiction missions on suspected

supply points and on the enemy HSR. Two direct hils were scored on an enemy tank,

The 374th FA En fired missions similar to the 373 and also was success=
ful in lknooking out 1 enemy tank with € direct hits,

The 375th P4 Pn sprinkled Pozit on suspected enemy troop concentrations
in Dolanbach and Schorbach areas, Observers reportcd that enemy troops scattered,

The 925th #& En harrasged critieal road junctions with Pogit using
short base intersecticn, Several enemy machine puns and mortar positions were fired
on, While operating as FO for the 375th FA Bn, Lt Watts suspended his adjust=-
ment of 2 defensive fire checlk when he heard Germen voices, He called to some near=-
by Infantry who went forward and captured 4 Krauls, It Watte proceeded to continue
his adjustment when 2zain he heard more voices., Following the same procedure but
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without any assistance he captured 2 more Erauts, Finally after turning his priscners
in he finished his adjustment,

The Div Arty AOP locsted and adjusted fire on an enemy tank west of
Pitohe and destroyed the same.

In general ectivity throughout the artillery was relatively quiet, only
78 missions were fired during the period,

30 Dec 44 - Barly fir!.ng during this period included harrassing interdiotion and
road runner missions, Gonsiderable fire was placed on probably enemy IBES. Enexy
troops moving in small groups were fired on throughout the front., Observers reported
these troops as operating patrols.

There hes been considerable enemy &ctivity in their forward areas
judging from the troop and vehiele movement observed and noises picked up by listening
posts, This ection may be & ruse %o give the impression of an impending offensive
in this sector to kwep large quantities of troops tied up.

Planes definitely identified as Pe=d7s with friendly maridng atiacked
the CPs of the 374th and 250th FA Bns., These planes were flown by German pilots.
Ohly 10 casualties were suffered by our troops as & result of the strafing from low
altitudds,

A total of 58 missions were fired during the period, recuiring the
expenditure of 977 rounds of smmunition,

31 Dec 44 - A light smowfall during the night confined artillery activity %o
harrsssing the enemy who was also digging in.

low that the plan of defensive fires hes been prepered, plans for
counter~preparation end for fires to cover withirawal to a new MIR are being worked
on, 0 1 {26 was received which outlines the division plan for withdrawing
to & new VIR should that be necessary, INéluded in the plan is the 285th Infantry
kegiment whieh has just Leen attached %o the 100th Division, Its lack of direct
support Brtillery will cause econsiderable revision in Div Arty Flans,.

The 378rd PA In fired on enemy troops and batbtery positions in the
town of Neusswiller and on & vehicle assembly area near Bltche, 1In nid-morning
an enemy CP Wes located in Neusswiller and fired on, three direct hits were scored
which demolished the CF.

The 574th FA Dn fired on one oclumn of enemy movement on the enemy
MSR and caused complete dispersion of the same, Distance of the range and poor
visibility prevented the determination of enemy casualties resulting.

The 575th PA En fired emergerncy barrages on enemy infiltrations and
other mdssions on enemy strong points,

The 925th FA Bn fired preparstion for strong night patrollings One
tank was dsmaged by & direct hit, -Twenty enemy wore located and fired on in & house.
Direct hits seored evédently caused many cesualiles &8 no enemy troops left the
house.,

Hense the month of December and the year 1944 ended with the 100th
Division Artillery in defensive positicms in the quadrangle Rohrbach, Feyersviller,
§t louis and Nehling, There being very little motivity on either side, troops
wherever possible exchanged the seasons preetings with mild celebrations,
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1 Jan 481 The 100th Division in complisnce with orderw M higher hesdguarters entercd

th- Mmthnnhnfnwmxwmt tinwcnrpas:‘mm. tiell

mﬁthw«mmm ammuumm&nmmn. Thooe
plans included flres of all types that might bo roegiired to meet mymﬂ:ﬁm:.
Irimmm exbensivo oxmsiiontions were installed 4. Maollitate extremely aow
ordimtion be¥moen a1l unlite should the situatix dovelop,

Tor olose support of the front line elements in their res ive sestors and
for possible sup ork o relnfrcesert in adjasent soobors, units were looated &g
followm: 378rd A Dn 00O yards south of Oulsbery)

S74%h TA Do vielnity of Bining;

$76th "\ 9n violalty of Lembergs
PRGth ©1 'm soubh west of Lembery;
280%h rA m vielnity of Rohrbach;
Div Avly OF in

The firewmis sinrted shortly af™er cidnight with emsiderable prearranged

n!lum and hvrng- of all types being fired by sll units, Reports indlemted
..i launshing & prepareti n for a probable full soale attack, Thrusts
=nde Ly hm:;adlalthhmm. mfﬂsﬂ:&n&iﬂw mirly
kumtw artlilerys Fron a outel Biv Arty OP one
could see the ortire swromding sountry flasshing with artlllery five,
mmxmﬁmmmmnwmmwwtmpm. I3
snll tank timwd at 0800 froa and hoaded south towerd Ditehe.
This was & ﬁam fﬂu n Lhe wostern edge of the sector
another a vl out 3&9@1&:& anl siarked south toward Reuling,
At the s tlne Sil llery ﬁ.romrmhﬂ fron the vieinity of Nitche, ovidertly
thia in suppart of the ool ‘owops; five was receiw’ from
roportec at 0020 as moving south out of
: up agein st 0000 a8 moving south {rom Erehing,.
This was further verified at 1000 when mmumuum:ymwsn
this same smnll $om, Throughout the remalnder of 4le day tank thrusts ad eney
patrols were reported soving south soross tho entlsw front from Remling %o Moubare

hm.
repuleing Whis sounterattack the artillery mde maximm and offective use

of uu pnvlm!:,-' ropared fire plans, Norsal tnd cergency barreges, harressing
missions end targot missions wore fired Yy all battalione,

: ingldont of the day wae the aflrwﬂrdommm
econsisting of T4 Nowmpd and =N Whipertet, Corboane, and Slasey, of Dtry “c"
FA Pue ¥hile adfwding fire fron uﬂoﬁ; .{n;. fmdm, m&l.m mor Y
attensbed to surromgd and oapture s During 8 in which most
mlﬂ.mutthow“mm they suoosedod Ln Xillng & mmber of the
Erauts wam'num tho infentey in mmwm

The 578rd ' In destwoyed tank sub two gun position with wery
effootive fire, Iummgl of horse=drawn vehlolss,

The - killed m& 8 more oaplured
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a large number of engny oasuslties, /¢ 1250 30 enony tanks were fired on and

diaporased,

_ The 376th TA Dn ln direct supportd of the I90U: Infantry concentrated its
firing for the pericd on enmy assexbling in {ho Sowm of Epping and Urbachs 2
neutrelisation misslom o "soresaing meemies” sllomwed the enemy Iiring,

The S20th PA n lad eontinmucus firing durlig Yo entire period in defense of
the $90th sector on the Division vl flank, oy nigsions were
fireds Ore wisaion on A o lumn of weliolas mooked neny unite of
this oodumn and ohunod many enomy oasuslties,

This period wae She hetviest encountered Ly tiw 1008k Div Arty since their
entry into oonlnl, “ero medurate reports awvalliblo, large numbsrs of enewy oususlties|
and destr onuny maSorlel would be secounted fr Yy todays firing, !Hesions 1
fired totaled 101, roguiring the expenditure o 5000 reunds of valuable amumition,

2 Jun 4§12 Forward cbuervers end other sources of ohbeermilon reported that the amesy,

aftor receiving the poimding of yesterdsy, were nnoring troops and $anis et various
points along the fromt) mesumably for thruste IsSer on in the day, Iomwdiately
this headmuarters lcousd orders for contimuous 'mymassing and interdiotion fires
to inte and dalay this preperations All unlfe wore netive until daylight
covaring all probably stanng polints and MRe 1o thely seotor,

. Early in r wrning this headquarters moved “ron dontbronn % lorertsen,

o moved to the 3 outhern edge of "bntbronne During the day muy
general suppert nisslons wore fiyed on strong po'nt targets, Continuous fire wne
plaged on erltionl road humotl ons and 1MRs, 'Hleeellanoous missions were fired on
troops, tanis arxd vohlolos; observers reportcd the "™ on all tarpets as exesllont,

The S74th 74 Tn lossded « Wattalion of eneuy LaMatry in thely sector amd
fired on it with Corps Artillery reinforeswssl; ooiwozimately 50 eneny wore killed
exnd many casutliios oo reported, The remaindar of this bat alion resssesbled in
8 nonrby draw, A Jorpe 707 was fired on this tarped Yy a M, results were reportod
as most deovasteting, _

Proximity of eony food troops esused the S70WL FA Nn to displace o the
vioinity of Petit Nodorching., One mission fired oa an eneamy gus Mﬁ.mmd
the g and an oxplosion resultlng from the smug flring indloated thet an o
pile had been M, ng tome fire missiocn wae fyed on 8 group of enomy troops,

D Many other misslons were fired by thls battalion in direct
suprert of Yl Infuntry deforsive lines.
The GRG%h P\ Do soved early in the day %o Yontiwronne This Lattalion fired
mgm% the day on targets of oppartunity, consisting sainly of
troops, olon, and gun positions,

Thie period onded with the oneay still mmidng thrusto on the north and
east Vorders of our seobor, They were euscesaiul luo slight gains north of
of 0ros Rederchiyg mad in the visinity of Barrelmwlorg,

¥issions fived during the period tobaled 103,

8 Jan 4853 Prom aocurate nfarmation obtained by our oladrvers yosterday an inbensive

harrass , wy soheduled for the first pard of the poriod. Complete coverege
s 12‘ antire seobor to inelude all fmporinst resd Ju ous, JSRe, troop
mmﬂ’ SRy R ons end omtiaro of supply. _l |

and azainet enemy 4ank Lhrusts, ‘Ineﬁﬂiﬁ.&mﬁmmug& flank
emsisting of the Mish nfantry and 117th fecomnlosance were very thinly spread

across the right Maxd:, They provided only & porsoning force for tlot sector.
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- Bnemy intelligenss, roosgnising that this mam“kmm-.puma
to launeh an arsored atinok, Our dbeervers oporeting on that flank reported .
sotion, whersupon 438 S70rd PA Dn Luedistely Soulr the solumn wnder fires They
rlbd‘bntinmhm.aumthnmm«;&.hﬁngm The agtacl
was gomplotely Lavlesm up &s & result of $his notlon, .

Iz & sudden thaewet o the loft of the dlvision sootor the enenmy adwused o
positiona in Orog laderahlag and Achens A coordlintod drive by the “remch 2nd
D and the 286th "™mianfry on these two towns resulied in this thrust eud
drivige the enosy fron Wase positioms,

AMIt ool roinfordlng artillery whs moved 180 the division seotor to aid 1o
moeting and remulsing Soy now emery thrusta, his insluded the 13lat FPA P of the
g6t Division and the 400%h AFA In from XV O

The S74th M "u Ind a wery ey e w4h the neutralization of &
msseubly of trushn and tanls in the vielnity of “enling, An eneay cheervetion
loanted by & ™) wan adjusted on and coapletely wiped suts 10 easunlties were observad,
A solumn of wvehilglor loonted in the viclnity of Culderikireh was adiusted upon and
sot on fire., Tho nost prefitabls target of the Juy was & goluan of 10 vehioles
eRrrying enewy parscn0le Reinforeing fires by Turps irtl llery we @alled for and
8 trueks weore deatroyed,

The 376th 'L T belng loeated mesr the froud 11w fired cmtisucusly throughe
sut the day oo towm “ooupled ly emesy installatdi ww,

™ Ba fired 1000 rounds on musrous targols in repulsing the countur-
attodk hMeting W 200th Infantry front line, (utsinnding mission was fired on 2
group of 4 houwses ceouplied by the Two wops oot on fire and one domolished,
The fow troope vho survived tle wi fire wory “laished off Yy anall arus fire,

The inerensgd weo of Anerlesn vehi snd rlanos Yy the enemy and the inecrenved
alr setivity on both of doa necessitated cloger oupr "imation between elemerts of €0

%

] .

the' olome of tho period all reports recelvod indicated that the artil

_ offootive and had caused such lar o susbers of sasuslties ¢
mmmmmuym 8 offgusiw sobicn alomg the entire front, The
187 missions thio roquiring the expenditse of 3651 rounds of sxummnition
wos without & deudi well utllized,

4 Jan 45s Despite alwnitions o conserve amam’tden af which Ghare is & oritieal shortage,
Div Arty has beon paping ot thousands of rounds &l 1y md oalling for the firing
of many nore Ly relzforaing cﬂ‘ Ardl 1lery, The axpenditure of this wuwmition lmg
bean Justified by tie mature nusbers of tupuets Mired upens In faet, aréilleary
has played the londlng ™o In toduys pperstisms, s have reported the thing thay
fear most is fordlllayy flre, tat it has definitel) disrupted thelr operations wd
out off their supplios, Jewarel groups of eney have ad no food due to our fire.
The tulk of sttt llory sction has bean on the flanks of the division fromt,
whish has been &ugarcusly exposed by the withdrowm! of the units defending these
seotors, nesont curdtant of the 36th Diviel m i the right and the extension
of the 45th Diviel v seotor should build up our flnlk strength and remove this tieeat
___The 378rd 1\ Dn harmased wany stiong polnts and Xohs, It also reinforced tiw

fires of the 13lst rA oroup in o & aousberattaoke

Ligwil
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. 180 enemy casualtios, Other firing lmocked cud 1 mortar position, § machine gumu,
- and burned § wliloles, :

The 378%h ¥A Dn In support of the 507¢h Infnntyy operating in the eenter of e ¢
division sector lnd & relatively light day, only firing 10 nissions, These wore on
eneny dugouts sad probable rocket positione,

The 928th "A "n fired observed missions aluost sontinuously in support of the
309th Infantry defonses, This firing was active tUwraghout the perlod on targets
dammmwwmow anesy aotivity in the ssotor,

The 131st 14 i reverted to the control of tie Division Artillery at 1500, °

The 2860 rA n wns very asctive reinforeing the fires of the 1S1st FA n and 3
firing point tarpet migaiens in its Sone of fire,

The 405 A reubrlized saohing gun posities with white phosphorous and seored
many direet dbs ob logg range on sni houees re by our infantry,
The Div Arfy Aty GF flow 18 missioms ineluding registretion barreges and

ad justmente .

Miselone fired fur the poriod totaled 144 reguiring the expenditure of 2509

rounds of ammmition,

6 Jan 48: This lod opened with everything quiet on the front, All units oarried on
the usual hervacsing preprans on possidle eneny nsembly arews, strong points end
MRee Many TOTSs and concentretions were fired o lmown eneny installatims loestnd
during the preceding day, luong these wers ¢uowy Luttery rositions acsurately
reported Yy two Nussinn [%s sud pin polnt loesticus of laportant enewy CFs repurtod
by & disgruntled Cernan oporations sergeant., ALl of these were verifled and heswy
firing placed on Wion,

Sonsiderable @euy artillery was thrown ot us throughout the period, This
ineluded calileoxd fron the smallest to 280umm wh'eh 1¢ reslly a bhig fellow,
The finid condition of cur left flank whieh h&s saused eonsidersble concern

for the past 5% hours !9e Deon stabilised by tle 484k Uivision, which forwerd
and drove the eneny bhok, ssouring the growsd in “hat sectore This on &1l mde
for & more united frood and relleved the of the 100th Division over the

possibilities of & large soale atteck on thet Mank, 1t definitely established the
status of Orom Nederdhing.

The ST8rad 74 In displaced during the day 0 the vielnity of Cuisberg snd
{famediately took up firing general support misslons, This inoluded many defensive
fires on installations,

he S?z?a\:mm farced to &lsplace soulh of Bining due to oconstent 280m
shelling by the eneny, They fired mormal barrages dnd defensive fires in support of
the 807th Infmntyy, Veary oxcellent resulte wer: “Oinlned with ricochet fire on enguy
troops snd WP on ensay cun positions, Erohing wos narimd for a TAC atbtach by using
amolm,

the S7TO8: A I was wery active Merrassing enouy ingtellations throughout the
perisde A TOT ws fired om enesy AL batteries locntod in Ditche, One eneny &
out was knoolmd oub with & direst hit by using T«100 fugze, Kisochel fire was &
usod by this battalion on enany troops,

The 928¢h 12 Do dlsplaced to the northern edie of Enohenberg and ombinued
firing m targote sppartunity. This unit wes vory busy with alsgions in the

seulor Lo nmd the 387th hﬁ&:ﬁw&ﬁm there. These missiog
Flew 20 -m W; of fire vn several
A tetel of 120 niselwss were fired dwring this perisd, Reports indiented ®s!
an wnusually larpe mmber of enemy casualtles rosulbed,
“dw
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8 Jan 45: Bvidently Uho exiromely heavy ertillery dolivaved on the oneny yes ceugad
" them to withdrew fres: demmubnwmmm
bawi :i im.m %M'Mﬁz&m"" v
Sooasions - up
visind dity m‘ﬁ'g observatlon by the Alr W0y »

The left sl of Divislon oontimues o Yo rather lnseowre due to the eneyts
sudden selisuwre of Cros “ederchings Thls threat will be removed by the .
of the 266th Infadiry $o the 388tk sector sud tie wwament

ingrease the ertlllery flre awiladle oy the protoectim of the left flank, The
375th ¥4 Pn was plieod in direct support of o 2008h Infantry
above tranefer, This ig the first eppearancge of tp Z65th Iafantay in the fMront

line,

activity throghout the pericd in the vislalty of Yopsnville Farm was
added %o by the sontimus fire Ly the 374th P/ Oroups later all of the division
and Corps Artlllery that oould be massed on this stysng point were slerted end
on it Upom lnweshigation aided by {llumirating shells fired by the 98¢ Ths, 1%
wes found that only o port of the plamned 797 would ba necessary. This TOT was

leter vhen nore aotivity we reported at e s point.

m“'rh S7T8rd vA I fred 13 harressing missions in gemeral support of the division

.

The 374th ") In fired normnl barreges and altusimants on many targets of
opportumity. This unit also felpated in several TOTs,.

The ST6th M I Iired ive harrassing fires during the night %o cowr tlw
relief of the J00th Ifantry by the 250th Infantyry. Mmrressing fires were also
plsced an WSRe throughogt the day,.

The 025th P4 B gene oomed during most of Sho periods One "Juloy” target
rinﬂmmtowmmmm;&wndmmmaﬂﬁ&
exosllont resulis, ' loochet fire was mi wo on seversl pachine pun and martar
positionse Omo Sotive anemy roclwt posi wes Mred on first by this battalion
then followed Ly & Corps TOTe The rosket was no longer heard from,

The 280th 1A Dn rulndroed the fires of the WIGh M In. Propagands shells
wore fired in "ilolo and Teyersviller,

A totel of 00 misolons ware fired for the pariod which regiired the expenditunre
of 18850 rounds of sspanition,

7 Jan 461 Another sampamiively q ulet day was spent Ly She Division Artlillery, due to
the decressed snany melivity in this seotar snd alss Go the very poar obserwdlo:
the period,

Continuing the defensive role with boundariss uashanged, the Division lwas been
highly sueseesful in repulsing all enmy thruste Yue far throwm at us, The artiliery
with and attached Yo the dlvision rendered efftslive and acourste supyort acomebing
for a large muber of oneny casualties and destrustisn of mush eneny material,
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weather emditions provided but poor visilility, thus ng the "ad" plaves,
This 1ifted res'rictioss on the use of Fogit whiech was 1 by 611 unite throughoub
the day.

Shortly aftar the formtion of the S74th M\ Orowp, conaisting of the I74th "A
n and the 40fth the latter vas relieved and roplaced by the 40t AFA (rreneh).
This group wag An direct support of the S07¢h Infantry defending the left
. The $Térd A " harrasced eritioal read juotions, troop aonesntyations, stuoyly
mmdmwmhtwlﬂm Yo eautolaniing Sargots of opportunity were
v
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The 374th Fr B fired Imrrassing alsslions dwrlag the night, Mortar positions

and enexy trocps ware fired on with exseptlonally posd effect, many troops were
" killed, moretasd smow flurries mevented distrod Firing,

T™he 3THth A nnht:h-d many m‘:nm md conlimously raled & eorridor of
approfch, One slsslm fired on & house coutn an-g troops was hbevily repaid;
the objectiwe vas cuplobtoly demclished by rﬁ‘ﬁm ts.

The D25th PA "n loosted and meutralized & froubhlosons self-propelled pun weed
of Bibches AddlSlomal firing silenced one rosimt pesitlon, 2 nmorters and ome
maohine gmn positlan.

The 250th P4 a, refnforeing the fires of the U85th FA Pn, fired sy noutrtie
liging and Marrasing o sslona, Two heavy nurtars were silenced in ore missim,

The treanefer of tone respansibility froua the 490%h PA Mn to the 40th AVA ™ |
was effeotod at 1000,

The Div Alr 0P was relatively quiet &n:é the entire paried due to limited
visibility, Of two nissions flown, ome inel & suscessful adjustament on &
farmhouse contuinlyy Lroops,

At the elosg of the od the threat on the laft flank still existed dus %o
the 44th Divislen's Laabllity to push the line furwerd, snd thereby closing the pap,

8 Jan 46: The day starded with little sotivity in evidenss on either side, 4mmmition
restrictions limited the artillery battalions 4o Uiv Arty comtrolled firing on lmomm
eneny strong points acd 1UR in the ares Rialisg to "itche,.

The Division pight cad left flanks continued % be the “hot spots® of the
T spots were caused Ly withdreowals of the 44th Divisiun
on the left and the 408h Division on the right. fussessful attasks by the J¢9th

Infantry to gain hgh ground in the vieinity of 2jltsberg ealled for preparatims

and sontimuous he vy artillery support by the G20 aad 2B0th FA Mns with the S73nd

The S78rd FA B in addition to normel peluoftpreing missions fiped on an enemy
CP with vory good offoot, One otler suecessiul nisslon was fired on & large whisle

The 374th 1A Do with the 40th APA Dn sup @iing the 397¢h Infantry on the lof%
flank fired carbimally froa 0400 until 1730 sgalawt enesy assault groups consisting
of tanlks end foot Wroopse Those thrusts all o Mrom the area just WE of Cros

_ thls heavy wﬂiwm saused rany casualties and
mooked b masy Gmlm, the enesy persisted and wirw sueceseiul in getting one
total of 28 missions warw Mred on these eneny troop novew

ih FA . of the L00Hh Infantry which held their
sector agniret minor meoxy thrusts had o relatiwly quiet day, Nissions fired
included Mmrraseing nissions an USRS, enexy troops and pun positions, One mission
fired on an ensmy O silenced Its oparebticnm with dlrect hits,

The 025¢h FA Dn and 250¢h Y4 Bn, glving direot support o the 3¢9th Infentyy
sector, had & vory sy day. In addition ¢o tho wmustent repulsing of the countere
attaok mentionsd slove thoy fired many nissions on targets of opportunity. These
inoluded enemy trosps, mortar positions, tank ssoqiblios, and observation pointas

Dus to poar ¥isiBility the Div Arty AOP flew bt § xieslons, one of whioch wes
plaeing fire = & solum of enesy vehicles, 'esults reported the wission effective,

Just prior to the ed of the peried 0 I J@ Iy 100th Inf Div was issued to thia
headquertora, Inforsrtlon contained therein was mlsssed to initiate necessary

g—am s & strong eneay m‘mﬂm_ _gtmx_,, The tantative
-l
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Although all plamms wre Lo readiness it iz hoped (b withdrawal to this now ling
will not be necossiay,

9 Jan 483 The enesy oombimued 1ts attespt to bresk our dalonses on the right and left

flanks with pany stwong tank and troop tlrusta, To disrupt organieation for the
sttagks on the laft mamy T07s were fired on Renlling, Urching, Cunmderkire:, and
Noronville Perms,

Operati ons Mﬁ‘ period wore 4l ffloult & % & drop in the tempormturs,
light snow snd wvary ‘tod visibility, Ia spi%e of these handlcaps the artillery
was aotive the period,

The 373rd 1\ In hmm-a.ngfmommuwimuﬁlmm
Mﬁmm;imgm. In one instance 10 enoxy twoops wallnd directly inte
8 pre-arranged flre polot md were left dead & Lor the dwlls landed them,

T™he S7T4th amamtmdmumo:wmmum fired
nusrous defonsive flres ond other missloms cr nrmymum
which were infiltyating through the leit ' mission one tank wus
moamnmmmwmammwpmmmu
wore 6lss sooounbed for In the soame sotiones A Jav o Clre we started siter oue
eoncentyetion wag plnoad ln Realing.

The S78th ©A D harvassed Bpingen, § td Nousseviller throughout the
period, UNeutralisaidon of a persistant enewy °F s the o nly high spot of firing
for this unit,

Two strong counxboratbacis on the pight fhu e were wt Iy pmre-arranged fires of
the 026th FA Oroup 68 well as the I78rd ™ Dn, Doth attacks were reported repulscd
by this fire, OWwr nlssions fired by this goup ineluded neutralisstion of enaxy

strong points, and Uls
db-m" wm’nuim &t this headgurbors at the clmwe of the period

rovenled that the wriillory fire was again the bl eet factor in breaking up the
emomy's attampl o ploves ouwr lines, Consldernile 'we was made of eneny

points both probebls and sctunl ineluded in the mo-arranged plans previously
lsoued,

10 Jan 461 Ineressed enay [resiure mmmumxmmmﬂwar

the 397¢h Infmtyy from this town, This with a protostive ewrtalin of
fire by the BOOEL ™ Croup and the 104th FA Ma, ‘wadlately after the withdrawal
of all firlendly twoops & dovastating 707 was fired by all awmilable artillery o
the towg even fraa o distance the entire aresm (nw appeararoo of & "hell of
fire",

A11 units spend & aormal day firing defemalw fires, Mrmsaing read junotions
and 19Rs, end flring on enemy strong points, Inaluded in the latter for the jeriod
wore mAny sroups of aneny troops,  Remling wes :wisnd by the 374th PA ™n for e
plastering by the 13th TAC,

The ™ fn adjwted on 8 colume of mmmmmuch
Eppingens mAwy oy vure ikilled a8 & result of tie 7

BM-&MWMW“WIM’M along the entire front and belng
fu

mot with deadly v five at each point, e ensay Aoally withirew; rrolably
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The 378:d TA Dm placed Marressing velleys om oritieal erossroads in the
- Reyersviller«litsho aron,

The 374th ¥A Du sprinkled Fosit fire with wery good effest on eneny in duwge
mwitimm&mﬁmwml in the open, killing an indetermined

'rh- 376th ¥ "m leyrassed the Wohlmmeter-iinussevilier road with Pozit and
fuge quiek fire and Llssted many ssssubly areons, foed rumers and interdietion
fires were also placod on knom enexy installatlieas,

The 0886tk ™ D alse fired on the road net in the vieinity of Reyersviller with
rosit, This wnlt was quite active during the perilod, firlng o total of 20 misslong
which ineluded na targots emouy troops, worters, meehlne guns snd tanks, The ef'fect
of these misgiona were reported as excellent,

The Div ‘réy s bLeen receiving reguler suprort fram Corps iAvtillery, which has
boen azeignad the niseion of firing nightly on %he tome of langelshelim, Peppeniox,
Rrohing, Hottviller, ‘wmersviller, and Rinling whore sany onexy installations are
loeated agoording o W reports., The firing has ocomslsbed meinly eufruit snd fuse
quicke

Yow that the Mvislon is azaln in & more o logs stable sltuntidn, & new eoure
dinated fire plan of defensive Pires has beon dra’iod and distributeay This will
assure & maximm massing of fire on any corridor of apppoach that the ey -&ﬂ
choose for snother cilagi,

While opernting with adwence elements of tio 207¢h Infantry as a !ﬁ-nrd W
ver, lst It Nescon, 374%h FA Dn, was injured in the lag,.

ou'dertireh, whileh is & probably base for emewy operatl ng, was my me
during 'hha elosing hours of thia peried by Corps f:t.!.llory ts requested hy'thm

A.Ithmgh there hes boen considersble shifting 1n the fromt line unite ﬂ\“’& better

operating purposos Snd to provide s little rest for the troops, the panuoa\nf“m
Mvision front lire has resained unchanged.

12 Jun 45: Pallure of the enoay to atiain his objleotlver i the lat Amsy sector, hia
withdrownl and the sleenos of aetivity in this seolor have mised the question'i
vhere he will strlic nevts Witk two possidble pol:ta nasmely Ditche and Rtnnni“
provadle loestisns of atbnok, all necesssry plaue hnve been drewm up %o repu
any sush threst, In additlon successive ¥I8s lave Loon seleoted in otse withdrmwals
beoome nesesstry, Joonl seourity hes been prectly inoreased in the event swall proups
of enemy trocps malke & Lre:k through.

The 373rd "A o inberdiotsc oritionl road lummetions in the vielnlty of Reyers-
villery and splashel Posit on dugein troops.

The 374th ™1 U'n alded by the firing of the 40Lh RANA placed several velleys un

oneny troop sotivity, ohocked defonsive fires and [red propagsnda shells, which
hnd.d in the towns of "rehing, Guiderkireh, aud 'Hronville Farm,

The $76th * Tn loovted rear the front limes, flired an harrasging ssell mrus
fire durinrg the night, Other gissions were {ired o the towns of Dolleshach, Tousts=
viller and Epping %o interfere with emeuy tyoops roportedly aoncentrating therse

The 920th "4 Tn sprinkled Forit oo enesy IfMsdry in dug-ln positions during
the night, Propagands shells were also fired an dlmmngerbmeh, Feyersviller and
Bitohe for emo-y troops losated therain, Pxperimsstal registrations were fired with
Pogit to deterning the efectiveness of high-angle lMre. Kesults indioste tiat a
botter height of Luret with thie type of fire even though the resulting dispersion
is greater is obialsed,
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The Div Arty AOP was linited %o § MIIM:%&M& “ wpw

ﬂlibility.
13 Jan 406,

Tormsl {nberdiction and harressing wdeslone were {ired during the early pert
of this pariod, lLimitstlions were placed on the supsnditure of ammmition dus o &
eritical shortage, In view of this sn offort 1= 'aing made to bulld up an emergensy
reserva,

Capt Welter A, Tanson of "B" Btry, 374th 70 T, suffered severe injury to his
right land from contaet with a gremade when mln A dotail of wen ints & dugout,

1% Preston ¥, Clmsbliss, 374th PA Bn, with his somplete PO pmrty is reported
misaing and 1o Lelieved %o be prisoner of war, @ was oporating forwsrd with elesents
of the 367¢h Inlmtry in the vieinity of Guleing.

The 378rd © T Pired on the town of Ditohe mn! Neyersviller during the priods

The t.cuﬂ.ty of the 374tk FA Pn ineluded neutralisation of two machine gun
positions, destrmobtion of %wo wehisles, and dispersion of & group of enemr troops,

The 376tk PA Nn showered Shorbach and Spinge: with Posit, Smell groups of
anemy troops ware fired éa in Oulderkirech. AN suramition was used to rote & growp
of Krauts from an ememy OF,

The 98Eth I\ In fired conoentratiors on eritlieal road juretions and )MSRe in
::;. ﬁﬁ;ﬁw of Peyoreviller and Ditohes Two morber positions were meutralized with

» nfe
The Div Ardy AP Ind o busy day ﬂyin; 18 nisclons and obtalning much informtlon
sbout enony insbtallstione and movements

Fleld Upder /¢ lig Tth Army r-uim today cobs new boundaries placing tle Vi
Corps on the right of IV Jorps, and the (X1 Carpe hthft. Withis ¢he XV Corps
this divieion bas ¥he J30%h Division on the right and the 44th Division on the lofl,
Unite of the Bnd Preneh DB ressin within the 'V larpe seotor providing owmbat regums
naissence and the mission of neutralizetion in the ovent of en armored cournterstimal
in this area, The 120h TA” conbinues with its miscion of close support to the IV

a

.

Yew nisgione of 4$he XV Corps aand the 100%h Division is to gaintain and
present defoncive ponitions end alse organige suanessive delaying positions aleony the
corridor of withdrowatl, Artillery units have bogn fastructed to reconmoiter and plan
for suocessive nugiti-ng soordinated with the susscssive positions of the Mias,

Tn the event of & somplete change of all operntions, plans have been dralfted
for and atback on and selisure of the Mginot live,

As the period slosed reports received on entyy Astivity indleated thmt no Luwew
diste threat was expectad,

14 Jan 481 Continued Innotivi%y along the entire froot mrked a very guiet night for all
artillery unite, This was weloomed by troops whe wore Mawving "rough® going in
the hlowing snaw an’ low Semperatuwres preve roughout the sector,
The 578rd 7% n )Jarrasssed rosd Junotlions, o inemtal CPs, mortar positions,
dug=in trogpe, and the tows of Pltohe and Reymrwvi'lor with intermittent rounds,
One tank wag disabled by a direct hit, then dealroywd later by thres direct hita,
The 874th 4 'n had the first light day for sowe time, firing only 8 miselons,
ne mission destraoyed Ywe vohicles, another sot Mirs fo an ammmition duap.
The S75th 74 fn fred on the two or three roups of enemy who appesred on the
soene in the Npping sred.
The 926th A Dn spriakled Pogit at odd interwls on dugein troops end vital
rood junetions, Other nissions included firing ov mshine gun and mortar positiona,
The 250th rA Dn fired on Salwmngerbach and "ojursviller, and dropped Fogit on
oritionl road jmotiow and troop comdentrations, mo other alssion consisted of the ‘

delivery of propasmndn shellbo m m line troops,
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15 Jan 46: Tull sdwastage le belsg taken by the division artillery units of the insstivity

on the entwre frodt % eateh up on administrativwe and maintemance funetions, improve.
1ooal seourity and for experimental {ring with Mosit,

Operating from Ghe same loovtions and with o soue missions, all unife remaliced
nlert in thelr defennive positions for eny move tho enemy might make. A1l persoimel
were soquainted with the varicus defensive plame awmilable te repulse or dedsy eny
serious enery thrusts,

Artillery estivity during the early pert of the od ocondituted Marressing
fires plaged on M2n, read junctions, eneny troop installations, and suspected
vehicle sssesbly poluts, All ettaliors partielpeted in thie firing interamittently,

puring the day firing continued on tanks, wehioles, troops and battery positd ons
all of whieh ware minor targets, 4ll firing teteled €2 missions,

16 Jan 45: Prineipal opemtlimms 1o the artillery are &he preparation of plans and obtaining -

of all necesssry informmidion nesessary to weet Any possible metion which the enesy
ht take.

. Aotivity consisbed of neutralization of AL losstions in the wieinity of Diteohe

by the 12th TAZ, harmesing and interdiotion missions, Fosit firing on Shorbach,

Brande linzerhoft Para, Upping, Nousseviller, and Welskiroh; and a few missions m

targets of opportunity,

Rombing of Jitohe by the 12th TAC drew fire from the A2 batteries loeated thers,
Flashed from theve yuns wore picked up by the alert stservers of tle 378th FA In
who oalle¢ lmeedintely for fire on these positlen, Tour well placed wvolleys noutrae
liged these positions,

The Div ‘rdy 407 flew 14 missions and reportod that tle results of firing
sbaerved were ertre-wly agrurave ane many eneny coounlties ocould bte seen,

17 Jan 463 Fog, hage and intermittant snow greatly hindeved obesrvation and grounded all

lisison plames, £~ fow chbsorved reglstrations and wasdserved harrassing missions
ware fired

m'-rulm fire was dumped on the 925, U735, and 250 FA Bans at 2100; they
replied with thros TOTS on suspested enemy Latbery positions in the vialnity of
Reyersviller, In Snother instance 70 rounds wers fired by enemy artillery on "%
BEtry of the 373rd PA Un, blowing out wire corcumiontions which were shortly resteored

by an active wire arow,
This was oo of the lightest days of activity for tiw artillery for many weels,

18 Jan 451 Outstanding opresition during this period wes old man weather, whose elements

limited both ground and alr visibility to elose in targete, These were very few in
number, as the snemy sotlvity chserved was lim tod %o mmell patrols and reconmlsgance
vehicles moving throughout the enemy aectors

Firing & total of 7€ missions which inoluded herrassing known enemy installatians
with unobeerved fire, interdicting oritiecal road jusetions, and Wiks, and miseellancow
chagrved missione on targets of opportunity.

The outstanding terget fired on was & colwan of 55 enesy troops and two vehloles,
These were plastered with PFozit., Many easusliles ware reported,

This lull In sctivity iz nost weleome &t ihis 4time as the supply of emmmition
1s aritical, honee all ualte will be able %o btu'ld up thelr reserve supply.

Iate during tho period the 14lst Infantey suprorted by the 13lst FA In, both
from the 36th Division, were attached to the 100th Uivision. They continued to
dofend the seshor aloag the Divielon front just east of lazbach,
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7 19 Jan 45: Continued inslemeny westher wm m srtiliory sotivity to but & fow
obeerved misslons durilsg this poﬁod '!'ht w LOP was groumded, being blanketed
out by heavy fog during the xoraing end high winds duwring the afterncon,

The I73rd ™ Bnlwﬁ'&,‘td"a' mnuwmwumormwm Their
former positions, 1000 yards § of Culsberg, were compled by the 2024 ri ¥a,

Iate in the perisd the 925th PA In fired 100 romds of ppopagands throughout
known @ arens,

As only G2 npiesions were fired, unite wers sonin adle to add ammmition to
their reserve gapply,

20 Jan 46: The heaviost mnow of the season fell diring thin pericd, NYovement mmd olsore
wation were grontly mssuriotec which limited artilisry $o very little motivity, Mull -
adwmntage was inlmn of these few spare hours to Nuriher inmprove all defensive positimy
and to add protesticn for troops agalnst the pousiM llsy of entinued snow sorss
and real winter conditlome,

Artillery sotivity was restricted to wmobserved fires, mainly herressing missions
inoluding road mmoors, enmy Hrward elemds, morfars and somw enemy mitrsls,

This lwedcusrinrs moved %o Montdronn and slmed there at 1100, Instellations
were sot up in Two lar @ sohool Wildings loented 1o the conter of the town,

21 Jan 45y Agaln edverse -ontler oonditlons, nemely snow nnd hase, restrieted both eneny
end friendly operaid mns,

Daring the enrly hours of the period lerressisy flres were placed on enemy
installatl ons throighoaut the sector bounded by Niteahe on the R ard Rialing on the W,
411 units partielpetad In this firing and in peormiaged fire plans lssusd from
this head .

During the day seversl TOTs coordina‘ed with Corps Artillewy were {ired on
Pitehe, !mny Juorative targets lomted by -bwervers were plastered with others ™ Ts,

The S78th YA Tn gaught an essmy OF by surprise and brought it under fire L=
diatsly, Fiw m wore killed in this actiom,

The 928th A Im fMyred on & grovp of ememy troops with very exeellent effect,
regulting ongualtion wore not detersined but gsorenning of enany oould be heard
through the dln of shallburst,

A total of 70 misaions wers fired during this peried, requiring the expendituwre
of 418 rounds of nmmmitions

22 Jun 463 Poor visidilliGy and snowecovered ground limite? operations tlroughout the
division seetor for all artll units, Comendors utilised all available materials
$o oamouflege instellatlors to blend in with the susw, Front line troops snd wehiclee
wore &liso given sialler treatment,

The 373rd 7t I Pived § normal miseions which insluded one on & troop coluzm
moving in e draw near Spitsberg. 4 mrecidion afjmbmsnt on this target by an alart
observeyr caussd mAry easusliles and knooked cut une tank.

The S74th P\ T fired 13 norsal missions, The high spot was firing pleced on
& gzroup of emeny pers nnel laylng & nine fleld sowth of Rimling, Several essunlties
resulded and the sine luying operation was eompietely dlsrupted.

The I76th ¥\ Dn Fired Wt 8 normal alseions oo miscellunoous arem targets.
During the ll’iﬂ'ﬂﬂon thiz unit woved its CP to Tontironn,

The 985¢th 7\ In flred 18 missions iseluding rogistrations and normal defenslve
fires on area targsts. L mutMm fired on & shurch eteeple in Reyersviller
caused 12 eneny casunities, "

The 260 sad 13ist A Uoe also fired mommd mraceing and defens!ve Wilseinms,
o the inmetivity aleng the snomy fyoad, 14 15 evidet that the
mﬁb also Affeeting thelr operations, |V rororts reveal tint considereble

reoorganization i also in progress, n
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Jan 46: ¥ight firing during the warly part of this period songisted malnly of pre=

arranged harressing fires on enemy troops and instullations, 'mny enemy night

- patrols moving elong roads ineluded in this firing were ispersed.

Vieitility lmproved in the niddle of tho poriod % the extent that both alp
and ground cheervers wore able to locate sufflolont targota Py the firing of 562
nisslons by all units, These inoluded narzpl reglistrations, defensive fire cheoks,
and herrassing enay troops and installati cns,

24 Jan 45: Maotivily again provailed during most of tho poriod, Observed missiong lne

oluded registratl vo nnd propaganda missions oowering the eneny front lime,

Several argt targote inoluding machine guno, battery positions, enesny patrols
end mortar pasiticns wore fired o» with excellent results,

The ITéth ™ I and 8024 PA Pn made preparmbios to move thelr fire possibile
ities to the loft sulfliclently to cowver any tiwuel from the Rimlirgeiros Rederching
sector,

Brig Con Putolh, Ousdr of the S8th Div Arty, visited this hesdqmarters to
coardinate operatl ne with this division in the noor Mture,

Jperati ong lrotruction $10 Ig 100th Infmutry Division as of this date revealed
that this division conli-ues its present defonwe losion, and that the 877th Preht
A Bn would Le sttashed 4o 100tk Div Arty until relocsed to the 10lst AP Division,

0«2 roporte it the enemy has been moviny larpe mumbers of troops into the
area ¥B and T of Ditche whioh may swan proparstions for an attack from the sast,

25 Jan 45: Feporte wero recoived tlat tho enemy wee wovlig large mumbers of troops into

Ritehe, Ordors wore lmvwdiately ismoed for the MAring of 3 TTs ¢o neutrallize this
action, Inoludad in the Clring was the 02§, 370, 200, 772 ard 202 FA Dun, Other
night firing iholuled 10 interdiation missione on roads and roed juneticns in the
vioinity of Bitehe, Corpe Arty slse fired 2¢40am usit in the sauw ares,

The 378 FA Dn =owed from Nontbronn to vielnily of Petit Rederodirg to cover
the 350th segtor whioh oovers the division right fhak%, Upon the complotion of
this move the S74th Croup was ormed with 00 37¢ A Tn cocmmmding,

The 372 PA Dn firod on ememy COFs, whose lnoaiion was given by a %W, This
was loosted in tlp viainity of Swangerlach and [itohe, Adjustumt was made with
™ followed by fuse dolay for destructive purposcse This was further follmwed Ly
smolke with delay fuse, thus bupning mteriel tiat alight Yo located in these hounes,
later information yovonled tlat tl@ hose fired on in the vieinity of Eltche was
being used &g o rugt oump by emenmy tWroops,

The artillory fired a total of 76 miscions Awing thls period whioch was
largely harresging nl-sions placed on enemy instailabions and supply points.

26 Jan 45: Continued pnow and adverse ground surfece scnditims restricted al 1 wnits to

1ittle sotivity during this perlod, Ineuy activiiy was also negligadle aoross the
entiro froct, Tho usual registrations were fired aul effectively conbined with

- defensive fire chcoka, One prearranged mission s Tired by the 378 FA Bn on an |

emezy OF locatod in the vioinity of Pitehe, resulia vere reported as excellert,
Targets of opoortunity were few in number, a1l unite firing durlhg the pericd
agaln gonsisted minly of harmassing fires on enayy installations and etrong
resistance polinto,

27 Jan 451 From sctivily cbeerved within the eremy lizes 1% is quite epprent that tley

have rosortod to deipnsive taotics with szall patrols elroulating thrcughout their
sector for noredl comgrol purposes, This divisl «; contiming thelr defemsive Mui
$o mintaining complote observetion of all earens Lumlering owr front lires

18-
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The artillery witslion in the sbove sotiin sonslsted mainl -of a &4 plaa
- of defensive fires icdioenlly checked for 4 e
b _ - Pﬂ'l'. Iy soowprngy and firing on all targets

Firing cuping tho day inoluded mmoy uncloorved harrassing missions on eneny
aortars , troope, 0P, Hia, and .ﬁw}v installetliong,

High engle mepisimution was tried by sevaral units and proved to be very
effeotive and qulte nosurate.

The 374th A Im losated an enaxy patrol camisting of twenty troops st 2300
in the vielnity of Rialing, Iapid firing on this grouwp resulted in HKilllng four
ard inflioting en wimown nusber of casualties

The 573rd 72 Dn losatod another eneay CPF in the vioinity of Swangerbech end
geave 1% an artillery treatment kmown as “Sudden leath™, In rapid succession 4
voelloys were fired on the house, The first volley wa8 Popit to nsutrelise my
personnel around the estorior of the CPs The soomnd volley fired was ™ Mize delay,
intended to pevetrats the house and neutralise ¢hw evony therein, The third wlley
¥P fuze delay was pliged on the house to bum (% aad smoke out the cocupants, The
fourth and firel vollay was Fozit poured eround % house to polish off any re=
maining Jorries Limt night attonpt to esoape frou ¢lo smole,

This hesdgaurbers issued annes to PO §7 lig 1008 Iatatry Division, whidh
inoluded informtin relative to new gun positivu® wequired of sll unlts irn support
of altermate s g oscriled Iy Div lesadgquuriov., Defeasive {ire plan #6 wes
nlso draftod and ilssuod %o all units on this dalo,

Othor wmits made good use of Fosit on smli (roups of enemy moving Within
the zone of obuervail .,

A total of 78 nissions were fired durlng this pwriocds Small expenditures of
ammunition duriag thess days is a defluite % the oritical shortage which s
hampered our oparali no lopr some tlus.

28 Jan 45; Barly activily cuwisted of herrassing fires Waroughout the night, on Velsiireh
and Eppings Oter aight firing included harra.s! g =issiocns on known and suspected
enemy installatise,

Inclemant wettloy during this perliod end ineolividy on the eneny sectors
resulted in an excoydicually quiet day, 4 sm&ll wuleor of uncbisrved missions
gonstituted the only sslivity in the artillery, .

29 Jan 486; Clesr weatlrr conditiens throughout the divislon aren provided excellent
observation for Loth graund sng alr cbservers, / 2 o result, registrations and
dofensive firg cheskt ware made oarly in the &y L all units. One highlight in
the day's opernilong was the firing of the ore illiosth round of the XV Corps by
the ocorps Compandor on tho Citadel in Bitohe,

The 378 'A Un flod on & gropp of houses roportod as an enemy rest ares locsted
east of Bitche, "ivo houses wore set on fire with " and one destruyed by s direct
hit with 12 shell, )

The 374 FA Dn noutralized a total of § mopriar positions in the Rimling arets
These came morfars Mad Leon larrassing our trocys Juring the pest few deys when
inglerent weathor rovantod chserwtlon,

© In another mission nfny casuslties +ere lnflieted m & goup of 30 emony
troops with asourately nisgsd Pozit,

The ST6th M\ Pn Diged eurly duricg the porlud on Spping and the hills fimsed=
lately south of thls Yowne Troop concentraticue el boen reported in these
losations, Inter durlng the duy thds wnit disgloged to lontbronn,

The 9280th F\ ‘u {red swke shell on 40 eneuy Mug=in on 6 hill ia the vielwmity
of Steinkppe, rMollowing this flushing they s-@urubod the srea with 1T shell, The
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same treontmant wos ;lvan the twon of Utelnkope thore the enexy is reparted to bLe
operating, Iater in tho day interdiotion Lires wore placed on & orcmeyced near
° Solwangerbach whore movasants of troope were ro <riad,
A total of 80 nlsaions were fired during this pwriod,

30 Jan “t"'::hl firing included harressing wlssiong ou onany installations und points
inol in tie ro-firmrgod {ires plan,
The S74%h A D displaced to the vieisily of 'wtlt Nederching and established
naw m;aau pczitl 008 8 »
Artillery f'iring during the day was wery 1iht, Harmssing en trosps
elthor dugein or conogaled in houses ematdtubted ¢he majority of uﬁ& fired one
The 92041 I'A I'n moved one 106mm howiteer nto tho front lines and used direct
fire on & houee in Neyoreviller containing emimy poreornele In aninitmea of 4ine
the house and weoupante wore completely distroyed, /‘notier saskeeFozit combination
atssion was fired on another enemy group sausing o large nusber of easunlties,
During the howrs of nod vislbility a ecordi uidod operation between plsmes
and Fozit firisg wes trieds DBriefly the lialson plsnes were assigned a gone 2000
to 3000 yards 10 (ol of battery positiocos in widdh they oould operate, This
ares was also limitod Ly a 2000 foot cellinge ALl Wntteries firng Fozit controllsd
trajectory of 81l niselons to aress butside of this assigred plane ares,

SECRET -

-

81 Jan 45: Contrary %o the normml procedure, unobservod hMrrassing missions ware fired
furing dagylight houre inctead of the usual night jogrea, BSwen though visibility
was poor, whieh Ui enony sontends stops aur firing, these nissions were thrown
out in full fuwres,

The 378rd "\ 'n dmped several missions o~ itobe and took several more pleves
out of the Cltadel, Thore targoets were flred on tisrcughout the period,
_ The 374th 7. Dn owapt its soctor with effuctive harrassing fires, In ons
ingtenoe 12 entny luying mines were caught "eold® in the ojen and mede still
eolder by somo Seourntoly Fozite

The 926th I'\ Tm ropeated yestorday's perivmucs ly sgein leveling bulldimge .
in Rayersviller with 100mm howitzers lomted in {lo front lines and using direct
fire methods,

™is ronth ends with all units meintaining deforsive pesitions in the area
bounded by Epping«yiach on the west and Sarrelmsberg in the southeast, The sentraul
amia of the %o dofbndod by the 100th Divislon laving s WREW direotion,

faving encountored litile astivity durisg tho lattery part of this mongh,
much neodod maintenancs s beon ommpleted and tiwops have beo: fawred withe faow
of the 550 reareatliomnl aotivities., lorele iz extramly high throughout considering
the severity of moathor sonditions,
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—  SBGRED PRI

1 Feb 45: The 100th Division enters this month much richer through the experiences gained
after one full month on the line in the defensive position, lMany times the enemy
threw foroces supericr in number against the Division's scattered elements only to
be thrown back each time and suffer large losses of materiel and personnel, The
Artillery feels justly proud of ite effectiveness and effieciency of operation which
played a major role throughout. Many reports from Pis and friendly troops verify
the fact that artillery fire definitely showed down and stopped the enemy attack
which otherwise would have caused the Division to give valuable ground.

The front line elements now occupy well dug=-in positicns from & point west of
Epping-Urbach south-gast to Sarreinsberg, a coverage of approximetely 15000 meters.

The units of this artillery were located throughort the sector with many de-
tailed fire plans available as issued from this headquarters., These plans ineluded
fires of all types that might be required to @ et any enemy astion, Maximum ex-
tensive communications were installed to guarantee extremely close coordination
between all units should the situation develop,

For close support of the front line elements in their various sectors and for
possible support or reinforeement in adjacent sectors, units wers located as follows:

873rd FA Bn = 500 yards southwest of Montbronn,
374th FA Bn = Vieinity of Petite Rederching,
375th FA Bn = Vieinity of Montbronn,

025th FA Bn = Vieinity of Echenberg.

250 FA Bn = 1000 yards northwest of Echenberg.
Div Arty Hq = Montbronn.

Heavy snow &nd cold weather combined with the mountainous terrain made all
operations diffiecult., Visibility wes quite limited thereby confining the firing
during this period to normal harrassing and interdiction missions. lost adjust-
ments were made by gromd observers on close~in targets,

The 373 FA Bn fired on targets in Bitche and Jouterhouse,

The 926 FA DBn fired on several small groups of enemy troops in Reyersviller.

A geremal survey of units made by verious staff officers indicated timt combat
efficiency was excellent and that all materisl was in an excellent state of main=-

tenance.

2 Peb 45; Light winds and higher temperatures cleared the skys and provided excellent
ohservetion for both growund and air OPs. The air OP flew 23 sorties, the larget
number flown in meny days.

The 374th FA Bn fired on an assembly of vehicles and caused a violent explosion
in the area, Another motor pool comtaining 10 vehicles was plasteres with a TOT.
One observer of the 375 FA Bn located a Goerm&n chow line and efféctively
harrassed the same with Pogzit firing, Propaganda shell was fired in the vieinity

of Bitoche,

The 925 FA Bn fired on enemy troops, machine guns, and dugouts. @ne direct
hit was scored on & house in Bitche containing enemy personnel,

The 250 FA Bn harrassed enemy installations in Reyersviller. These included
one group of 12 men and another of 2 officers, One harrassing smoke mission was
fired on kmown eneny AA batteries in the vieinity of Bitche to provide protection
for & low=-flying 12th TAC bombing mission in that area.

‘3 Feb 45:; Unobserved harrassing missions consumed the majority of the day's activity.
Inclement weather prevented any air observation, Limited observed missions by the
ground observers ineluded registrations, defensive fire checks, propaganda, and a

small number of point targets.
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The 3765th fired on an enemy 20mm AA gun and was successful in destroying the
same, The forward observer adjusting fire saw the gun blown from the pit.

Wo other artillery action was required thus marking another day of very lizht
artillery action,

4 Feb 453 This period opened with visibility being quite limited., Normel registrations

and interdiction fires were showered on enemy installations throughout the sector,

The 378 FA Bn fired 11 missions on Reyersviller and lMouterhouse., These ine -
eluded the usual harrassing firing on observed enemy activity,

The 374th FA Bn fired 23 missions on troops in the vieinity of Bpping. One
load of propaganda was dumped on the same area.

The 375th FA Bn had a "field day®™, firing & record number of unobserved
missions on machine gun, mortar, and troop installations.

The 925th FA I'm fired 15 missions on enemy installations in the visinity of
Bitehe, :

5 Feb 45: Persistent bad weather limited both ground and air observation during this
period. Mueh higher tamperatures combined with light rains made all travel quite
diffieult, In mény battalion areas, very thin mud was two feet desp,

Normal registrations and defensive fire checks were fired. The usual har-
ressing program was plastered on all known enemy troop installations., A complete
coverage was made of the entire Division front with these missions.

A total of 81 missions were fired by all units during this period.

6 Feb 45: Improved weather conditions afforded fair ground and air obserwation. All
observers made a complete seargh of their zones of responsibility but found no
noticeable ochange in enemy operations. A very heavy harrassing and interdietion
progream was fired during the early part of this period.

Heavy mud in all &reas continued to restrict movement, and in some battery
positions difficulty was eneountered in keeping guns in their positions.

In an effort to wipe out an enemy battery located 1500 yards SE of Bitche,
& variety shower of artillery from all battalions wes poured on this battery,
A total of 334 rounds of ammunition was expended. Another high light of the day's
firing was & mission fired by the 374th FA Bn on & group of nine Kraute caught in
the open, The completed mission tolled € derd and 1 wounded.

The Div Arty Air OP was forced to fly all missions without observers due to
the inability of the planes to take-off in the heavy mud with a load in excess of
the pilot.

7 Peb 45; Heavy rain and mare mud made this period one of little activity, Harrassing
and interdietion missions were fired in accordence with normal plans, The usual
registrations and defensive fire checks were also made,

This headquarters, having been appointed the Headquarters of the Town Commander
of Montbronn, has taken on the atmosphere of a Linyor's offiger, Miscellaneous
duties to be supervised include roed building, billetting, health and sanitation
shecking, garbage disposal, security issuance of passes, and traffie control.

8 Feb 45: Improved weather conditions provided better eir end ground observation, thence
a1l observers were &ctive in their search for enemy of any type. A new Division
Artillery policy of firing & TOT on one enemy front line troop unit in each
sector has given the Erauts something to ponder over,

-
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e iestering during this period with
§ 4 & - .
ls-eye when they killed a Braut during & regis-
tration on & check point, They fired a profiteble mission on & group of snemy
in the vieinity of Bpping-Urbach., A total of 14 enemy were killad wgon the
firing had stopped.

Adl other units fired normal missions throughout the period,

9 Feb 45: Average observation made possible the location of & few targets of oppor=-

tunity which were eargerly fired on by restless gun crews.

The 373rd FA Bn harradsed Mouterhouse and Reyersviller with s ome very effective
firing.

The 374th FA In experimented with clearing & mine field with artillery fire.
A path 10 yards wide wes cleared with 25 rounds of HE fuze quick. 10 mines were
destroyed during the firing, Tests with Pozit and High Angle HE to do the same-*
job proved ineffective, Two ocurious Krauts were caught in this action.

The 925th FA BEn knoeked out 1 German while in Reyersviller. This unit fired
75 rounds of propagenda shell on the Reyersviller=-Bitche area,

The usual harrassing missions and registratione were fired by other units
during the period.

10 Feb 45: 01d man weather threw the book at us during this period. Rain, snow, sleet,

wird, and fog were the elements that units opereted under during most of the time.

Combined wnits fired & TOT on bridges east of Bitche 'with very destructive
results,

The 373rd FA Bn bumed down two houses in Reyersviller with WP shell fuze
delay., Other missions fired by the battalion were normal,

The 374th FA Bn killed 4 ememy durl ng their firing on Epping. A repeated
registration eaught thwo more in the same spot.

The firing during this period consisted of 90 missions which were largely
unobserved harrzssing missions on known and probable snemy installations,

The Div Arty Air OF was still hampered by muddy field conditions.

11 Feb 45; Heavy rain continued to restriet all operations; notwithstanding, targets

were fired on during the period. The normal registrations and harrassing missions
were fired, The 342 AVA Bn was attached to the 100th Div Arty during the period,
They went into positions in the vieinity of Enchenberg and formed the 375th
Group, with the €O of the 375th FA In eommanding,

12 Feb 453 Pad weather coupled with little enemy activity confined artillery action %o

norme.l registrations and unobserved mrrassing missions, A total of 74 missions
were fired during the day.

13 Feb 45: This day opened with the pleasant surprise of excellent weather, affording

both ground and &ir observers excellent observation, These observers went into
action and looated several targets of opprortunity which were immediately taken
under fire,

Based on knowledge of the Kraut's actions when red smoke signals were fired
(which normelly merked targets for the 12th TAC) & deceptive mission was fireds
This consisted of the 925th FA Bn firing three red smoke shells in the vieinity
of Bitche, As expected, the Kraut AA crews mamnned their positions, but instead

of receiving the usual air bombint, they were plastered with Pozlit by the 375rd

4-
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Bismark Barracks located in Bite!u.

The 374th FA Un having received information that enemy innntry were uin-
taining their front line positions in foxholes placed fire on all areas., lany
foxholes were caved in by accurately placed fire which undoubtedly resulted in
many enemy casualties which oould not be seen, This unit also adjusted on enemy
troops in Weiskirch; observers noted parts of bodies flying through the air,

The 375th FA Tn had a relatively quiet day, outstanding was the mission fired
by & T/Sgt of the 398th Infantry on enemy troops in & vehicle on which he scored
a direet hit, Two targets were also scared on a dugout in another mission,

The 925th FA Bn fired many missions on minor targets of opportunity. Meny
direct hits were observed but acowrate casmlties could not be determined.

14 Teb 45; Continued good weather provided excellent observation. But enemy activiéy
throughout the period was nil., Observers throughout all sectors were unable to
piek up a single target of opportunity. Consequently only the normal registrations
--defensive fire checks and harrassing missions--were fired.

A single nmission fired by the 374th FA Bn late in the periocd accounted for
6 Jerries in the vicinity of Epping,.

15 Feb 45: Barly in the period the 374th FA Bn and 250 FA Bn were called on to shift
their lines of fire to the west far enough to include Rimling., This was dore to
suprort & scheduled 44th Division attack which, when launched, was highly succes=-
sful, The objective was reached two hours after the jump=-off, with very little
resistance encountered,

The weather and observatlon were excsllent during the period meking it
possible to locate many targets of opportunity which were all fired on with
satisfactory resulgs.

The 373rd FA Bn fired on targets in the vieinity of Reyersviller with WP
fuze delay and HE shell which brought many Krauts running from their hideouts.
Several houses were destroyed and two Germans were seen killed during this aotion,

The 374th FA Bn concentrated its efforts on Epping and Uttweiler. Results
of the 21 missions fired by this unit included 1l observed casualties and neutra=
li,ation of several mortar positions,

. The 375th FA Bn fired 1P observed missions on eonemy installations throughout
its sector, WMany target hits were scored but no report wes available on casualties
resulting thereflrom.

The 925th FA I'n fired a total of 29 missions on numerous targets in the
vieinity of Reyersviller end Freudenberg Farms., Iany enemy gun positions were
neutralized during this firing.

The Div Arty Air OP had a very active day, completing 14 missions which in-
cluded € patrols, € registrations, and 2 targets of opportunity,

16 Feb 453 Although weather elements were excellent activity was relatively quict during
this period.
The 373rd FA En plastered and destroyed 3 pillboxes with target hits. Several
mortars were silenced during harraessing missions fired on throughout the sector.
The 374th FA Bn scored s bullseye on & Kraut vehicle and killed three Germans
riding in the ealb, The Cermens were given & "news broadoast" thruugh 36 propa-
ganda shells fired by this battalion,
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' 1ines blown out by this firing
weore eaught in o

on eone '
A total of 77 niuim wers ﬂﬂd by all unite during the period,

17 Feb 45; There was very little action throughout the division during the early part
of the day, One of the heaviest fogs yet experienced settlsd over the area to
the extent that travel was even retarded.

The 374th FA and 250 FA Bns were called on for numerous harrassing missions
fired in the Rimling area to assist the 44th Division in repulsing & German sounter-
attack,

The 378rd FA Bn located an occupied pillbox in the vieinity of Goetzenbruck,
This was knocked out rapidly with several direet hits, an unknown number of
easualties resulted and one NCO surrendered.

The 374th FA Bn popped & surprise round of Pozit on an enemy foxhole l.nd
soored two casualties.

The 376th FA Bn fired several harrassing missicns in the vieinity of lemberg.
24 rounds of propagenda were also fired on this town.

The 925th FA Bn fired 36 missions during the period on enemy troops and mortar
positions, 25 rounds of pmopaganda shell were fired on Reysrsviller, Enemy artil=-
lery fire was received in this battalion's area but no casualties were suffered.

18 Feb 45: Very heavy rain and fog limited all operations, Units fired several harrase
sing missions throughout the sector, Div Arty and Corps Arty directed several TOTs
on known enemy battery positions, This was prompted by an unusually large amount
of enemy artillery which was harrassing friendly installations.

¥o outstanding targets of opportunity were located or fired on during the
period.

19 Feb 45s All units including the 250 FA Bn moved one battery dinto an area in the general
vieinity of Sarre-Union, There im coordination with & Division Ordnance team all
meteriel will receive the EG-month's maintenange check, approximately six days will
be required to complete all the equipment in & battery,

Ground hagze limited both air and ground observers %o relatively little aetion.
An sdditional allogation of mmmunition was given by higher headquarters for the
plrpose of softening up the supposedly tough 6th S5 Mountain Division. In coor=-
dination with XV Corps Arty units, 3 T0Ts were dumped on enemy batterys in the
vieinity of Camp De Bitche,

All units fired normal harrassing and dnterdietion missions during the period.
The 374th FA Bn fired on a road block in the vicinity of Volmunster; the 925th FA
Bn loes ed &and fired on a Wire Crew of Reyersviller., No other outstanding targets
were loocated during the period.

20 Peb 45: Action was continued on the 6th 88 Mountein Division intermittently throughout
the period. This consisted of TOTs and single battalion missions as directed by

this headquarters,

A 24~hour harrassing program on enemy CPs, battery positions, mortar positions,
and front line troop units was participated in by all battalions, This sotion was
sentered on the Mouterhouse-Bitshe sector, All types of ammmition was uded during

this program.
b
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The 374th FA Bn killed 6 Krauts with time fire in the vieinity of Nousse-
viller., In another mission fired on & road north of Epping & more casualties were
seored. A house eontaining Kraute was fired on with HE shell fuse delay, it was
destroyed with several direet hits.

In a series of TOTs the 925th FA Bn, the 373 and 250 FA Bns fired 260 rounds
of emmunition on Biteche.

Although only a few targets of opportunity were losated and fired on this was
one of the busiest days for same time for the artillery units of the Division., A
total of 224 missions were fired during the period requiring the -xpmditurl of
2525 rounds of ammunition.

21 Feb 45: This p eriod opened with rather good visibility but observers were able to

plek up only e few targets to fire on. Enemy artillery was quite astive firing
100 rounds in the division sector,

The 378 FA Bn harrassed installations in the vieinity of Reyersviller., Three
direct hits were scored on a CP located in this towm,

The 374 FA Bn fired time fire on the towns of Epping and Nousseviller,

Other units fired normal harrassing and interdiction missions throughout their
zones of responsibility.

The Div Arty Air OP flew 14 missions and patrolled the front lines, During
these patrols very little enemy activity was picked up.

22 Feb 4535 A few observed targets were pfcked up by air and ground observers., These
waere taken under fire immediately with excellent results reported.
A1l units fired the normel harrassing and registration missions. No oute
standing targets were fired on.

23 Feb 45: 01d man weather provided us with excellent observation, econsequently several

luerative targets were located and fired on,.

The 373 FA Bn continued its harrassing program on the town of Reyersviller,

The 374 FA Bn located 3 Jerries in Dollenbach and killed two of them with
time fire. Two others were observed laying mines in Volmunster, time fire killed
one of them. In the town of Weiskiroch several Krauts were seen entering & house,
This was immediately destroyed with 7 HE shell direct hits. Near the same town
7 Jerries were seen crossing an open field; 5 of these were knoecked out of &action
with the firing of HE shell fuze quick.

The 925 FA Bn fired a smear of propaganda in the vieinity of Reyersviller
and Fort Freudenbarg.

The Air OP flew 18 missions which ineluded knocking out two tanks, one in the
vieinity of Bitoche, the other south of Nousseviller, Also one vehicle was set

on fire in the vieinity of Epping.

24 Feb 45: lack of enemy ectivity resulted in 1little firing for the artillery during this

eriod.
? The 373 FA Bn destroyed a dugout and & pillbox in the vieinity of Reyersviller,
The 374th FA Bn killed two Krauts located in one of the enemy forward OPs.
The 375 FA Bn aided & friendly patrol with accurately placed harrassing fire,
The patrol reported the support rendered as excellent,
Ho other wnusual ineidents oceurred today.

B
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25 Feb 45; The Div Arty AOP played a major role in the o-eraticns during this period.
They adjusted the 925 FA Bn on an enemy battery in the vieinity of Olsberg and
another in the vieinity of Epping. The other outstanding adjustments were made
with the 2024 FA Bn on targets in Schorbach and Housseviller.
Another observer adjusted the 875 FA Bn on & group of enemy on the lLemberg=
Mouterhouse road,
The 373 FA BEn scored 6 direet hits on & pillbox located near Sarreinsberg.
Needless to say, the pillbox was destroyed and the 5 Jerries inside wem killed.
The 374%h FA Bn fired 66 round of propaganda along the 897th Infantry front,
The 375 FA Bn smeared an OP in the vieinity of Sarreinsberg, Instruments and
equipment were seen flying through the air. This unit spread 66 rounds of propa=
genda along the 398th front from Swangerbach to Sarreinsberg.
The 925th FA Bn fired normal harrassing missions throughout the day and fired
propaganda shells.,along the 399th Infantry front in the vicinity of Schorbach,

26 Feb 45: Strong winds, heavy fog and low cellings offered poor visibility furing this
period, Observers picked up & few targets of opportunity. All unite replaced
one battery in the rear rehabllitation area with one of the front line batteries.
' The 373rd FA Bn demolished & dugout near lemberz, It is assumed the 5 Krauts
seen entering this dugout were killed,

The 374 FA Bn fired normAl harrassing and interdiction mission,

The 375 FA Bn killed one Jerry in the vieinity of Swangerbach during an
adjustment on & check point. Another was killed near a dugout in Lemberg. A
Kraut wireman repairing a line in front of a dugout in the vieinity of Goetgenbruek
was blown to bits by an accurate adjustment.

The 925th FA Bn fired on a dugout north of Lemberg and obtained € direet hits.

27 Feb 45: Extremely bad weather prastieally closed all operations during this day,
The 873 FA Bn destroyed & dugout that the Krauts had rebuilt near Lemberg. Three
direct hits did the job.

The 374 FA Bn caught 3 Erauts in foxholes near Schorbach and sprinkled them
effectively with Pozit,

The 376 FA Bn fired normel registrations and harrassing missions,

The 925 FA Bn plastered Schorbach with 5 T0Ts and fired propagands on the

same town,

28 Feb 45; Reliable information ob tained from PWs perteining to a transfer of enemy
units prompted the firing of & continuous harrassing program during the night.
Heavy fog throughout the sector limited observeation and slowed down metivity on
beth sides,

The 373 FA Bn fired 3 TOTs and & concentration on Bitche,
The 925 FA Bn harrassed Reyersviller and Schwangerbach throughout the day.
Other units fired normal harrassing progrems,
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1 var: The Division enters the month of March defending a 16000 meter sector
extending from Epping-Urbach on the left to Sarreinsberg on the right. Ilately
enemy @ctivity has been quite light, All units have been pounding known and suse
pected enemy installations with regularity and accwrscy., Pi reports reveal that
the artillery fire power within our sector has been & major factor in discouraging
any attempts by the enemy to attack,

This headquarters, located at Montbronn, had the following artillery
uits available throughout the division sector:

373 FA Bn, located vioiaity of lontbronn, (156 H)

375 FA En, " Montbronn, (105 H)

874 PA Bn, " " "  Petite Rederching. (105 H)
925 FA Bn, * . ® Enchenberg, (105 H)

250 FA Bn, " " % Bechemberg. (105 H)

975 FA Bn, " NE of Petite Rederching. (155 H)

202 FA Bn, . W of Bchenberg. (155 H)

772 FA Bn, " near Montbromn, (4.5 G)

842 FA Bn, » ®  Rchenberz, (105 SP)

During the day the 373 FA Pn fired the usual harrassing and counter-
battery missions.

The 374 FA Bn located and scored 4 dead Jerries south of Vohlmunster.
Observation and adjustment was made on the target by the AQOP.

The 375 A Bn dotonated 6 mines while adjusting on an area N of Goetzen~-
bruek, While firing on & mortar position in the same area, an ammnnition dump
was set on fire,

The 925 FA In harrassed Reyersviller during the entire day and fired
propegenda over the area as the day closed.

2 ler: This day opened with fair observation and limited oceiling for the AOP,
There was very little ememy activity noted throughout the entire division sector.

The 373 FA Bn fired the usual harrassing missions and registrations,

The 574 FA Bn killed 5 Krauts which resulted from an observed mission
fired on Weisskirchen. Propagande was also distributed along the 397th front.

The 375 FA Bn fired normal herrassing missiocns and registrastion. During
one harraessing mission on Goetzenbruck 3 mines were detonated.

The 925 FA Bn experienced & very quiet day by firing & few rounds of
propaganda along the 399th front,

The 250 FA Bn destroyed & vehicle in the vicinity of Hottviller with a
direct hit.

The 374 FA Bn loecated and placed a vatbery volley on 4 German wiremen
in the vieinity of Swangerbach. The resulting shell bursts lifted 2 bodies into

the air,

S Mar: Very cold weather and low hanging elouds provided only intermittent
observation, However, observers were able to locate a few targets of opportunity.
The 373 FA Bn located an enemy CP in Swangerbach and completely destroyed
it with 9 target hits; it is believed many casualties resulted from this firing.
The 374 FA Bn also located an enemy CP, in Noussviller. They adjusted
the 926 FA Bn on this target and set it on fire.
Other wnits fired normeal missions and registrations during the day.
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4 yar: Only one outstanding mission was fired on this date, The 374 FA Bn killed
8 Erauts in the open in the vieinity of Dollenbach, A mixture of Pozit and fuze
quick was used on this target. Another mission was fired on 3 enemy vehicles,
these were located by & Radar unit., Resulting fire was reported as extremely
asccurate,

All wmmits moved 1 batbtery to their rear rehebilitation areas and returned
the one there to active duty in the battalion combat sreas,

5 War: Continued inactivity throughout the enemy areas provided little business
for the artillery units,

The 374 FA Bn fired on & vehicle and on troop concentrations located by
Redar, Yo results were reported on this mission., They killed 3 Krauts who were
digging in near the town of Utweiler. 2 more Krauts earrying & machine gun in the
vieinity of Epping were killed when time fire caught them in the open,

The 375 FA Bn fired 76 rounds of pgopaganda along the 3928th front.

The 925 FA Bn knooked off 3 Krauts N of Reyersviller, and fired 40 rounds
of propaganda along the 3899th front,

6 lar: With fog, rain and snow all thrown together as interfering elements,
ald operations wers peactically stopped during the entire day.

The 373 PA Bn destroyed & house in the vieinity of lsmberg with 3 target
hits,

The 374 FA Bn fired Pozit on € Germans located in the open near the
town of Weiskirchen,

Other units were quite inactive during the day.

7 Marg No change in weather conditions made this a day of little activity,
The 373 FA Bn destroyed s dugout SE of Lembert with 3 tmeget hits.
The 374 FA Bn killed 9 Krauts on the road near Epping.
No other outstanding activity was reported.

8 Mar: lack of enemy @ction and adverse weather eloments slowed activity
within the artillery toc & few observed targets and the usual harrassing and inter-
diction missions,

9 Mar: Absence of any enemy &ctivity during this period provided all units
with an opportunity to concentrate their efforts to an extensive harrassing
program, In addition, meny registrations were chedlked aend found to be satisfactory,

10 Mar; Very bad weather conditions provided little visibility during this
period, lHence this was one of the quietest days for several weeks,

Only the usual harrassing missions were fired by all units, with the
exceptidn of 30 rounds of propaganda fired by the 374 and 925 FA Pns,

11 Mar: The 373 FA Bn scored 2 casualties with § target hits on a dugout located
S of lemberg.
The 374 FA Bn dropped 2 Jerries with rapid Pozit in the vicinity of

Weiskirchen,

The 375 FA Bn placed aoccurate fire on enemy inﬂtalhtj.om in Goctsen-
bruck and succeeded in killing 2 Jerries and lmocking out 1 vehiels.

The 925 FA Bn hmd & full dey of firing harrassing and interdietion
missions.
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12 Mar: Favorable weather and cbservation provided 2 few good targets during
the day. All units opersated on the normal missions,

One mission of interest was fired by the 374 FA Bn, About 1000 anc
observer located and placed fire on 3 Krauts approaching & dugout near Urbach,
The first FE killed one of them, three more appearsed to pick up the wounded men,
a repeat of the fire caught all three of them., Iater in the morning 7 more
appeared; accurete fire killed 4 of them.

13 Mar: This period opened with improved weather conditions throughout the entire
sactor. All cbservers took advantage of the opportunity and searched the enemy
area for apctivity but were unsuccessful in loeating any, The enemy observers

were evidently &lert 2s 400 rounds of enemy artillery were dropped throughout our
front line elements, No serious ocasualties were reported.

This headquarters was informally notified to expset plans for a forth-
coming attack on fortifications in the viecinity of Bitche and on the town of Bitchs,
Preparatory reorcaniza tion ineluded the appearance of the new 71st Division in
© this sector.

The 3783 FA In moved af'ter considerable trouble to an area on the W side
of Enchenbearg.

The 3574 FA Bn killed 8 Germans in two observed Pozit missions fired in
the vieinity of Epping. Three other Jerries interested in their wounded comrades
wers also knocked off when they ventured into the open.

Other units fired normal registrations and harassing missions.

The 342 AFA Bn was released this date from attaciment and was replaced
by the 991 FA Bn, which was attached and placed in general support, They occupied
positions in the vieinity of Petite Rederching. This unit is equipped with eight
M=-12 guns which will be & definite aid in the assault on enemy fortifieations.

14 Mar: The long awaited transfer from the defensive role for this division %o
an active offensive was anncunced by the publieation of FO 48 Hq 100th Div which
in general ordered elements of the division to attack at 0500 on 15 liarch 1945,
This ordered the capture of Bitche, Camp De PBitehe, and the high ground surrounding
this srea, Thereafter, on XV Corps Order, the division is to move to the north
and protect all or part of the Corps right flank,

Upon receipt of these orders this Hq issued an amnex giving the complete
artillery plan to support this attack (see inclosed FA Annex to FO #8 for details).
Organization for the atteck consisted of the following:

The 373 FA Bn (156 H) in general support of the division sector
from its positions in the vieinity of Enchen=-
berg.

The 574 FA Bn (105-H) with the mission of direct support of the
597 Inf drive %o the E in the area NBE of
Schorbach, This unit was in position near
Petite Rederching.

The 375 FA Bn (105)H) formed the 375 Group with the 250 FA Bn, the
CO of 375 commamding., The mission of this
group was direct support of the 3598 Inf in

" meking the main thrust on Fort Sohlessiock,

*  then to the fortress Otterbeil and finally

to the towm of Eitche, Positions cocupied
wre near Eﬂm{ﬂlo F=0a
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The 925 FA Bn (105 H) with the mission of direet support of the
399%h Inf in its advence through Reyersviller
to be followed by an assault on Bitche from
its positions in the vieinity of Echenberg.
The 991 FA Bn (M-12) with 8 guns was given the mission of general
support of the Division from its positions in
the vicinity of Rohriach, The gune of this
unit to be committed to direct fire missions
upon ocall,
Weather oonditions being unusually favorable during the day, the AOP wus
able to complete 32 flighte, Several targets of oppertunity were located and fired
on,

15 Mars This period started off with action by XV Corps Arty units firing a 2«
hour counterbattery program at 0100 to eliminate enan:w artillery units who night
offer resistance when the attack started.

At 0500 all infantry unite, well organized, moved forward to nuizo their
various objectives generally centered E of Bitche, ILittle resistance was encounteres
during the first drive and all initial objectives were seized rapidly. Continuing
on toward fortifications surrounding Bitche, all elements again completed their
missions in due time under &ccurate artillery cover., As the periocd e¢losed the
infantry elements duz=in in preparation for the final drive on Bitche and Camp de
Biteche.

All units of the artillery enfered the above action at 0600 with the
firing of a detailed harrassing and interdietion program for a 1@-minute duration.
This seme treatment wes given all enemy installations eand possible routes of
retreat every howr for 4 hours,

The 373 FA Bn started the day off with 4 direct hits on a dugout in the
vieinity of Reyersviller and caused an unknown number of casualties therein, ILater
in the morning the AOP adjusted this unit on & tank in Lingleshen, target hits were
scored, The AOP a@lso located numerous enemy bettery positions and placed extremely
accurate fire on them. FEmemy rocket positions were located and plastered by this
unit, Toward the end of the day they marked Bitehe for a 12th TAC bombing.

In support of the 397 Inf advance on the Divisim's left flank, the 374
FA Bn fired on mény enemy strong points and troop concentrations I of Schorbach,
Forward observers located 8 enemy rocket positions S of Léngleshen and plastered
them with & mixture of HE and WP, Another mission fired in the seme ares knocked sat
& CP, The latter was burned with & treaiment of WP,

As the 308 Inf drove forward in the center of the Divisiont's thrust, the
375 FA Bn loeated and directed accurate fire on mfny enemy troop installations
and eoncentrations spreading over the area Fruedenberg Farm to Fort Schisseok.
Other missions fired by this unit inecluded the mariing of Fort Otterblel and Fort
Ramstein for bombing by the 12th TAC.

Strong pressure by the 399th Inf on the outskirts of Bitche caused many
‘enemy units to le-ve. Thirty were caught in a 925 FA Bn concentration only 8
of these were seen waling away. This unit fired a heavy preparation on Reyersviller
and Spitgberz hill, Iater a mission fired on an enemy mechine gun position W of
Bitohe resulted in 8 dead Krauts, gt

The AOP had one of their busiest days with the completion of 38 missions.

A total of 115 missions were fired during this period.
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16 Mar: Having received very reliable information that the enemy was moving out
in front of the attack, 81l artillery umits of the XV Corps, 7lst Division, and this
Division firsd an extensive harressing and interdiction program throughout the
night. This covered 2ll lines of march throughout all enemy sectors,

At 0800 & softening up preparation was fired on Bitche before the final
assault by the infentry., Unites participating included the 608th, 564, 250, 373,
and 575 FA Bns, Fifteen minutes later the 697, 991, and 378 FA Bns fired & prepara=~
tion on Fort Otterbiel.

Following the initial preparations, many tergets of opportunity were
located by ground and serial observers, lany of these were elements of retreating
enemy units,

The 378 FA Bn obtained 3 target hits on an snemy gun position located on
the edge of Camp de Bitche, Sweeping to the W they caught a column of troops
moving 8§ of lingleshen &nd plastered them with Pozit, causing an unknown number of
casualties, . This unit also marked 3 targets for the 12th TAC in the ares of Camp
de Bitehe. During the latter part of the day a displacement was completed to a
valley § of Schorbach, .

The 374 FA Bn during their support of the advance of the 397 Inf located
and fired on rocket positions N of Shhorbach, Iater during the morning en infantry
patrol found twoc of these rockets and 100 rounds of ammnition, Four enemy machine
gun positioris were destroyed W of Haspelscheist, An enemy battdry position was
completely lmocked out of aetion with 62 rounds of Pozit., This battery was located
8 of Hannviller where later 6 dead Krauts were found.

The 376 FA Bn destroyed a vehicle and gun on the road near Camp de Bitche
with accurately placed fire, Observers of this unit adjusted the 697 FA En (240 H)
on Fort Hohelkirkel and secured several target hits, Five hits were also scored on
Fort Otterbiel while using the M=-12, '

'The 925 FA Bn supporting the sweep of the 399 Inf on the Division's right
flank knocked out several tanks who attempted to herrass the infantry. Direct hits
were made on enemy vehicles retreating from the front lines, During the afternoon
a displacement was made %o the vieinity of lambach which later that night was
followed by & move %o an area SW of Bitche,

The Div Arty AOP had & very active day, 21 patrols, 21 registrations,
and 13 targets of opportunity were completed by this umit, In several instences
observers ocallad for 12th TAC air support when targets were loested out of range of
our artillery.

As this day closed the division has the supreme satisfaction of having
' eaptured on of the strongest fortified arems in Europe, namely the city of Bitche
and its surrounding fortss Remstein, Schiesseck, Potite Otterbdal, Grand Otterbiel,
Petite Hohekirshel, the Citadel of Bitche, and Camp de Bitche. This was accomplished

in two dﬁya.

17 Mar: Consolidated intelligence information indicsted the evemy had mede & very
rapid retreat and offérred but little resistance. This fact coupled with adverse
weather elements provided only & little activity during this period,

This headquarters moved from Montbronn to Bitche, a distance of about 15
miles, Installations were completed at 1330. :

The 373 A Bn fired registrations and harrassing programs., Toward the end
of the day they completed displacement to new position 8 of Schorbach,

The 374 FA Bn had & day without activity. Displacement was completed to
D1lsberg without incident,
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The 375 FA Dn also had & similar day of ineetiwity. They displaced to
new positions in the vieinity of Schorbach,

The 925 FA Bn caught a tank leaving the Camp de Bitche area and knocked
it out of aotion with the first concentration, As the day elesed this unit dis-
placed to new positions in the vieinity of Hannviller. There the 925 Group was
formed adding the 250 FA En to the 925 FA Bn,

18 Mars  Although weather conditions were favorable and observation was excellent,
the enemy's rapid and extended retreat left only a few targets for the artillery
to work on during this period,.

The 373 FA Bn displaced from Schorbach to Bousseviller.,

The 374 FA Bn displaced from Olsberg to Waldhausen,

The 375 and 925 FA Ens had little activity,

As this day ended work wes received that the Division elements would be
formed into combat teams and placed in Corps reserve for a movement to another
sector.

19 Mar: - Having taken up & reserve role, elements of the Division offered little
activity.
: The 373 FA Bn moved into an assembly area near Busweiler.
The 374 FA Bn reméined in their positions and fired one mission on 3
enemy vehicles W of Winzeln,
The 925 FA Bn closed in its assembly area in the vieinity of Hanwwiller,
The 250 FA En was released this date for attaclment to the 3d Division
which is operating on our left flank, '

20 liars The only enemy activity piecked up during this period was 25 gunflashes
in the vieinity of Permasons, The AOP adjusted the 373 and 564 FA Bns on these
targets, TOTs were fired on each position,

In preperation for the 100th Division's transfer from the EV to the XXI
Corps and the attack on Ludwigshafen, units proceeded to assigned assembly areas
to await further instruections: The 375 FA Bn near Schorbach, 925 FA Bn in the
vieinity of Hannviller, 373FA En near Bussweiler at 1630, and the 374 FA Bn in
the vieinity of Waldhausen.

21 ¥ar: All units remained in their respective assembly areas without activity
during the entire day.

22 Narg As day broke this morning CT 399 moved out motorized in a NE direction %o
the town of Contivig. Then baking the winding road going E through the forests
and mountains, they advanced along the line Riesclwir-Thaleschweilor-ijaldesbach
and finally to Weustadt. No enemy resistancs was encountered during the march,
This CT was followed very closely by CT 397 who moved along the same route.

This headquarters moved from Bitche, France, to Thaleischweiler, Germany,
arriving there at 1800.

The 373 and 375 FA Bns remained in their assembly areas,

The AOP had & very busy day meintaining surveillance over the advance of
the combet tesms, Timely reporting of the locations of front line elements fascili-
tated rapid coordination within the division,
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25 Mers: Continuing their atteck on Iudwigshefen the 399 CT sudeeeded in advencing
as far as Mudach without meeting enemy resistance. There the division attack
stopped to await the arrival of other division units end build up & hesvier striking
forece,

The 373 FA Dn moved into new positions neer Darmstadt, There they registered
on the E side of the Rhine.

The 374 FA Bn moved into positions in the vieinity of leckenheim,

The 378 FA Bn moved into position in the vieinity of Maxdorf,

The 925 FA En moved into position near liutterstadt and registered on the
E side of the Rhine,

The 18 FA Bn moved into an assembly area near Ungstein,

The 802 FA Bn moved into an assembly area near Mutterstadt,

The Div Arty AOP moved to & new field nesr Ruppertsberg.

This headquarters moved to Meckenheim and closed there at 1500,

24 lar: Poor weather conditions and the hesvy fog throughout the Rhine valley
limited visibility. Uo targets of opportunity were located, indiecating very little
enenmy activity on the Eastern banks of the Ehine River,

The 373 FA Dn moved to new positions near limbergerhof and fired 2 regis-
trations; the 374 FA En displaced to Limbergerhof then to Oggersheim, where 5 regis=-
trations were fired; the 375 FA Bn displaced from laxdorf %o new positions near
Limbergerhof and fired 2 registrations; t e 9205 FA Dn displaced to Limbergerhof and
fired 1 registration; the 18 FA Bn moved into new positions near Mutterstadt and
fired 3 registrations; end the 802 FA Bn displaced %o Limbergerhof and fired 2
registrations,

25 Mary This Division has been ordered into &ssembly ereas just W of Ludwigshafen
to await orders for & fast move over the Rhine, The location of the 7th Army bridge=-

heads over the river are yet unknown,
An observer from the 925 FA BEn noted enomy activity in a warehouse in

southern Mannheim, and adjusted the 373 FA En on it, Two target hits csused a very

heavy explosion.
Other wnits had little activity other than check registration,

26 lar; Improved visibility during the afternoon provided a few observed targets
which were immediately teken under fire,

The 873 FA 5n fired on two enemy AA batteries N of Ma mheim and neutralized
them in short order. A 925 observer adjusted this battelion on enemy vehicles and
a house in southern Mannheim, both wers destroyed. A guard of this unit killed &

Kraut lieutenant who refused to halt when apprehended.
The 374 FA In scored 5 target hits on a large barge moving in the Khine.

In another mission they collepsed the walls of & house on 3 Jerries who were hiding

inside.
Other units had ipactivity throughout the day,.

27 Marg The 100th Division was relieved by the 7lst Division, All battalions were
taken out of action as of 1700, consequently no changes or activity was reported,

28 Mary Fo missions, no change in locations and no enemy activity was the only
report for this period.
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29 Mar: All Operations during this period stressed maintenance and care of
materiel.

30 ¥ars This day was devoted to continued maintenance and orients;tion. Troops were
thoroughly informed of the rapid changes taking place east of the Rhine.

31 ¥ar: Orders were received from higher headquarters to alert all wmits for move=
ment aoross the Rhine. This was good news for the 100th Division personnel as'it
meant gettinz into the real part of Germeany and crossing what was expected to be

one of the Kraut's final lines of defense.

The wait for final movement was not long, as elements of the artillery
gtarted across the Rhine at 0800, This headquarters crossed the river on the
engineer pontoon bridge cornnecting Ludwigshaven ond Mannheim at 1100 today. The
CP elosed in the town of Friedrichsfeld at 1230,

The 373 A Bn occupied positions in the vieinity of Grenzhof and registered.

The 374 FA Bn occupied positions in the vieinity of Plankstadt.

The 925 FA Bn ocoupied positions in the vieinity of Bruhl and registered,

The 375 FA Bn moved into positions in the viecinity of Bruhl.

The 242 FA Bn (105 H) was attached for operaticns as of 302000 March 45
and moved to positions in the vieinity of Plankstadt and registered.

Thus &s the month of iarch eloses the 100th Division Artillery is in
position Bast of the Rhine River ready for the necess=ary re-organization 6f the VI
Corps preparatory to an attack in an Fasterly directiom,.

LAR J
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1 Apr: The enemy in full retreat offered but spot resistance to our forward

elements, These spols were rapidly wiped out with the fire power of these
elements, The artillery units followed rapidly and oeoupied positioms in the event
organized resistance developed. But throughout the period mo targets of note were
located or fired om.

The 373 FA Bn displaced to new positions in the vicinity of Oftersheim,

The 874 FA Pn displaced to St Ilgen,

In the rapid adva nce of the 398 Infantry, the 375 FA Bn was placed under
CT econtrol,

The 925 FA Bn displaced to new positions in the vieinity of Hoockenheim
in support of the 398 Infantry advance.

The 242 FA Pn grouped with the 374 FA En also displaced to the vieinity
of Sandhausen and fired counterbattery missions in front of the 397 Infantry sector,

2 Aprs Continuing the pursuit as rapidly as communications and supply would permit,
no real contact with the enemy was mmde during this day,

Only two changes ocoured in the locations of units. The 374 FA Bn displaced
to an assembly area in the vicinity of Horremberg, This headquarters moved to Sande
hausen and opened there at 1800, Very late in the period the 242 FA Bn displaced
to Hoffenheim,

8 Apry All wmits were busy during the day in making a reconmaissance for, and
displaeing to, new positions,
The 373 FA Bn displaced to Durren,
The $74 FA Dn " " BSinsheim.
The 875 FA Bn - " Rappenau,
The 925 FA Bn " " Wieslock,
The 242 FA Bn . " Steinsfurt.
This headgquarters moved to Waibstadt and opemed there at 1200,

4 Apr: Forward elements of the division advanecing in a SE direction cautiously
approached the area east of the Neckar River. Scattered poskets of enemy
resistance were encountered, indieating the nearness of a possible enemy strong
point. As the day adva nced this fact was verified by observers' reports that the
eity of Heilbronn was being held by large numbers of enemy troops. In due time
this city developed to be the division objective and, being located on the east
side of the Neeckar River, the problem of & river erossing again presented itself,

As infentry regiments deployed for their attach, the artillery battalions
displaced to new positions and proceeded te neutralize observed enemy activity east
of the river,

The 373 FA Bn displaced to new position near Kirchausen and fired on
buildings in NE Heilbronn.

The 374 and 375 FA Bns diaphood to positions near Frankenbach,

The 925 FA Bn displaced to Gemmingen and registered.

The 242 FA Dn displaced to positions near Kirchausen,

During the latter part of the afternoon & 375 PA Bn observer located and
directed fire on & number of enemy troops digging in N of Binswangen and estimated
20 casualties wore bagged in this shooting,

In the form of a oalling card the 194 FA Bn (8" How) fired 700 round on
the oity of Heilbronn during the period 22:30 to 23:30., There is no doubt that
the 121 tons of B fired in 14 TOT's ewakened the Krauts to the faet that Allied
‘artillery was somewhere nearby.
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5 Aprs Smell numbers of infantry were successful in malking a river erossing N of

Heilbronn and utilizing & large factory far pbotection, At 0200 the enemy
launched an attack to dislodge these troops. The 374 and 242 FA Bns fired close in
protecting fires and were successful in bleoking the ermmmy thrust, later at 0330
an observer from the 374 FA Bn detected enemy troop movement.in the same area and
adjusted the 194 FA Bn on them with excellent results, At about the same tims the
378 FA Bn umlcaded § TOT's on the northern section of Heilbronn, whieh resulted in
several fires throughout the area,

In advance of the attack by the 397 Infantry, the 373, 374, 242 and 194
FA Bns fired preperation fires on the northern edge of Heilbronn,

As the day advanced, plans were issued from thdd headquarters for the
systematic destruction of the eity., Bach of the following battalions (373, 574, 375,
9286, 242, 194, 938, 141 and 634) were assigzned a sector of the sity to fire on.at
regular intervals throughout the day., Ammunition expenditures' reports reveal that
several hundred tons of HE were poured on the city,

A strong point located in Heilbronn was taken under fire by the 374 and
242 FA Bns, They placed & TOT on this target every hour from 1400 until &arkness.
The 373 FA Bn also aided by firing 8 rounds per hour on the same target.

The 375 FA Bn displaced to the vieinity of Badwimpern and supported the
398 Infantry in repulsing an enemy thrust.

The 925 FA Bn displaced to the vieinity of Moffenbach. They fired counter-
battery missions on direct fire weapons and erabled friendly armor to move § along
the road from Grossgartach, '

The Div Arty AOP had a very active day and can at least add 2 tanks and
8 vehicles to its list of profitable targets knocked out.

6§ APr: Exeellent weather conditions provided serial and ground observers with
ideal observation into the Heilbronn area, The enemy determined in his
stand to deny the city's surrender, has resorted to all means of warfare.

The 378 PA En destroyed several houses where enemy troops were hiding.

. The 3574 FA Bn fired numerous missions on enemy installations in Heilbronn
and aceounted for 14 enemy cesualties, 1 tank and 1 4Qmm S$/P gun, A treatment of
white phosphorous burned down several buildings. :

The 375 FA Bn had a fisld day, scoring 52 casualties, burned several
buildings and harressed the vieinity of the bridge construection project over the
Weclar River., The latter was to afford a protective cover to our engineers,

The 925 FA Bn displaced to Grossgartach and immediately opened fire on
40 enemy troops &nd K0'd 25 of these with Pozit,

7 Apr: The eity of Heilbronn, although flanked on the N by elements of the 398

and 397, and on the 8 by small groups of the 399, all on the E by the
river, still holds out with strong pockets of ensmy supported by well directed
artillery fire.

In spite of diffieult Ilying conditions the AOP was particularly active
throughout the day, directing fire on 21 targets of opportunity.

The 378 FPA Bn fired on & two-gun battery hidden in the hills bshind
Heilbronn. A conerete tower being used &8 s an OP was destroyed by 7 direct hits
at 18315, Several houses containing enemy troops were fired on and burned down by
very aceurate firing. In another mission adjusted by the AOP this unit destroyed
2 tanks with two direct hits and knocked another out of action wi th one direet hit,

4-
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The 374 PA Bn silenced & flak gun and had & Hey-Day, firing 24 observed
missions on troops. A total of 8l dead Krauls were bagged during the day.

The 242 7PA En bhad a full dey of activity, setbting numbers of buildings on
fire throughout the eity of Heilbromn., This unit also knocked out 5 vehicles and
caused considerable damage on a motor park,

The 375 FA In eontinued to provide a protective cover of fire and smoke
screen for the engineers construeting the bridge mcross the Neeckar., Observed enemy
troop missions netted 30 casualties, A forward observer knoocked out an B88mm gun
with & single direect hit.

The 925 FA Bn fired on troops in the town of Southeim end mowed them dowm
with time fire. In another mission on enemy troops nesr Flein, many casualties
ware netted.

8 Aprs During the early hours of this period the engineers were successful in
spanning the Neckar, Immediately troops and supplies started rolling over
to build up and support those troops already in Heilbronn,

By daylight the already strengthened bridgehead had caused enemy adtivity
to decrease, Observers reported that enemy troops were withdrawing to the remote
edges of the area, DBut the enemy artillery was not long in loecating the bridge and
noeked it out with very accurate firing., This same battery continued to harrass
the bridge site throughout the day,

Every lmown trick was used to locate the enemy gun firing on the bridge
but a8 the day closed it was still free to fire at will,

The 373 FA Bn obtained two hits on a tank which completely destroyed it.
Another mission neutralized an enemy battery located NE of Heilbronn, They &lso
Inosked out an enemy AA pgun 2t 1800 lecated N of Heilbronn,

The 374 FA En fired 138 rounds of smoke to screen the movement of friendly
troops from sniper firse,

) The 242 FA Bn scored § direct hits on enemy mortar positions which were
firing on the advance e¢lements of the 398 Inf, They adjusted ths 194 PA Bn on a
10=-story building and got 10 direect hits--which caused considerabls damage,

The 375 PA Bn marked targets for the 12th TAC who laid a few "eggs" on
mown enemy installations, They also fired 14 troop missions and scored a total of
21 casualties,

The 925 FA Bn had a fairly quiet day firing but 6 missions on enemy troops
and installations. '

As the day closed the enemy started firing rockets on the bridge site in
a final attempt to completely destroy it. Bubt their firing being quite inaccurate,
it is likely that the rocket position will be neutralized before any serious damage
is done to the bridge.

9th Apr: With all infantry units on the E side of the Neckar River, the @ivision

fire power is being directed on close in areas.in an effort to strengthen
the Hei lbronn bridgehead and soften up the strong enemy resistance being encountered
across the entire front. 5

Reports indicate that the enemy has artillery of all calibers and rocket
positions which are firing into the Division area, Artillery fire continued %o
fall on the Heilbronn bridge site,

A Polish worker picked up stated the enemy was defending this area strongly
to enable them t© remove plane parts from an wunderzround factory loeated E of
Kochendorf,
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The §73 FA Bn neutralized 3 enemy positions, one self-propelled gun and
one rocket gun, Hitswere scored on 3 Kraut vehicles, Several buildings were burned
down during the day,

The 374 FA Bn supporting the movement of the 397 Inf concentrated its
fire power on enemy troops, bagging an unknown number of casualties, Five machine
guns and 1 mortar knowked out in other action,

The 242 FA Bn scored 1l hits on buildings harboring snipers. They also
marked targets for the 12th TAC.

The 375 FA Dn harrassed an enemy strong point ¥ of Hagenbach during the
night, when dawn came 30 Jerries were seem on the ground. An observer of this unit
adjusted the 194 FA Bn on & 76=Jerry gun position also N of Hagenbach and destroyed
it as well as killing part of the crew,

The 925 FA Bn caused heavy destruction %o & barracks area with the M-12
wite Shortly thereafter they spbead propaganda shell over the area. Rapid and
accurate shooting KO'd 3 vehicles SE of Flein,

The AOP was quite active with 29 flights and 26 patrols, Meny profitable
targets were located @&nd fired on.

10 Apr:  Upon very reliable and very close observations made by Capt Tvedt in the

town of Neckersheim, the artillery units fired the largest 45-minute
program since entry into combat, The 1412 rounds were dumped throughout the town
and on an adjacent town, also on & nearby woods where many enemy troops and vehicles
were in conocealment.

The 378 FA Bn fired on troops and burned buildings in Heilbronn throughout
the ‘ﬂy.

The 374 FA En also burned buildings in Heilbronn and scored many casualties
therein., In another mission they silenced a direct fire weapon located in the
norther part of the tom,

The 242 FA Pn ocompletely destroyed & large building in Heilbronn with §
direct hits.

The 375 FA Bn directing the firing of an M=12, “worked-over™ warehouses,
buildings and fuel dumps with direct fire, Destructiaon and casualties were obtained
with every round fired.

lahy other troop and vehicle missions were fired by the units on the
Neckarsheim eand Heilbronn area, The 186 missions fired during this period occurred
so rapidly and required the attention of all personmsl to the extent that it was
impossible to keep & detailed record of the missions,

11 Apr: Intelligence agents gathered information during yesterday that enemy
' reinforecements were moving into the IHeilbronn area, This was verified

by many troop movements picked up by ground and air observers, Upon receipt of
this information and the location of these assembly areas, this headquarters
+ proceeded to draft =2n extensive harrassing program which was fired by all units
during the first few hours of this period.

The AOP located & pillbox in the vicinity of Hookheim and adjusted the
373 FA Bn on it, lany troop casualties resulted, in addition several buildings on
the outskirts of the town were destroyed,

The 874 FA Bn scored 2 hits at 1130 on & vehiele S of Weinsberg this
mission was also adjusted by the AOP.

The 375 FA BEn fired a load of propaganda on Neckarsheim., During the
day they Imocked out thbpe vehicles and 3 TD's. Utilizing the W=-12 they destroyed
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buildings in Kogchendorf by direct fire methods, During the afternoon this battalion
adjusted the 194th FA In (8" How) on several TD's assembled near & building in
Odheim; direct hits Lmoeked out the targets,

The 925 FA Bn destroyed 2 vehicles in the vicinity of Sontheim, They
fired 15 rounds with the N=12 into an enemy military garrison located 1000 yards
S of Heilbronn, The intensity of this fire cfused persmnel in the building to
hastily put out a white flag.

The day ended with the eity of Heilbronn completely occupied by the
Division Infantry, MNany supplies were ferrled across the river on 2%-1;011 ducks,
The nearness of the front lines does not yet warrant the movement of any artillery
units,

12 Apr:y Enemy activiéy was noticeably on the decline as the day opened, Nost of
the delaying resistance was encountered in the southern sector of the
Heilbronn area,

The 373 PA Bn joined Corps in firing TOT's on buildings containing troops
and on enemy vehicle concentrations,

The 374 FA Bn, supporting the 397th Inf sector, had a relatively quiet
day. The outstanding mission was the effective screening this unit provided the
397th Inf in its &dvance at 1430. A preparation was fired prior to the initial
phases of this advance,

The 375 FA In fired during the night on Kockendorf with fuze quiek, fusze
delay, and white phosphorous, Effect was evidently very good as sounds of distress
came from enemy personnel within the tomns.

The 925 FA Bn fired a record of 435 rounds of time fire on enemy troops
south of Heilbronn, Over 100 casualties were observed as & result of this firing.

13 Apr: All infantry units were successful in driving the Jerries east well

beyond the hills boundering Heilbromm, This permitted the rapid completion
of the much needed bridge. Immediately plans were drafted and orders issued for
the displacement of artillery units across the leckar River, To accomplish this
it was necessary to give continuous support to the Infantry Regiments in their
advence, Hence units not moving were assigned dual missions,

The 373 FA Bn participated in & heavy harrassing program during the night
and fired several observed missions on enemy elements prior to displacing to positions
west of Weinsberg, _

The 374 FA Bn also fired a full night of harrassing missions, and also on
gsome targets of opportunity during the early morning, They displaced to an area
SE of Weinsberg, This unit fired its 50,000th round of ammunition sinece its entry
into cgmbat, :

The 375 FA 'n had a fairly quiet day in their own sector. They were
called on to render support %o the 397th Inf during the cressing of the Neckar by
the 374th FA Bn, Enemy troops operating in & commmication trench were fired on,
8 casualties were scored,

The 925 FA Bn, assisted by the 374 FA, 373 FA and 194 FA Bns fired on
Sontheim with maximum rate of fire at 0385, This unit again spent a full day firing
troop missionas and totaling & score of over seventy casualties. An infantry
observer destroyed & column of enemy artillery when he accurately adjusted this
unit on &%, During the elosing hours of the period this battalion displaced to
positions near Sontheim.

The AOP flew 21 missions; one of particular note was made by Lt Roberts
and Cpl Gerlach, During & patrol they noted friendly armor halted by & road bloeck,
Hastdly they dropped a"follow me"™ note to the halted columnsz and guided it on an
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alternate route to Iehren.
maintain contact with the displaced units this headquarters moved to

l’llig' snbach at 1600,
14 Apr: Asthis period opened all artillery battalions were busy harrassing enemy

troope south of Weinsberg and Affaltuch,

Heavy resist@nce in the §99th Inf sector required the firing of TOT's by
the 373 FA Bn on this area,

The 374 FA Dn mapked the town of Lowenstein for bombing by the 12th TAC.
A small group of enemy a&ssembling for a possible counterattack were readlly neutra=-
lized with timm fire at 1620,

The 242 FA Bn socored 30 casualties in & troop mission fired in the vieinity
of Heinriet. They also neutralized & rocket position located at Gruppenbach.

The 397th Inf sector was rather quiet throughout the period, hence the
375 FA Bn was called on for but a few time preparation missions,

The 925 FA Bn oollected a large number of onemy casualties with observed
missions and by utilizing time fire on the targets loecated in from of the 399th Inf,

This headquarters moved from Frankenbach to Weinsbach, -

15 Aprt Enemy elements continued their delaying actions and amounted numbers of
poskets of resistance were encoiumbered mcross the Division front,
The 374 FA Bn fired TOT's on enemy troops in Unt Gruppenbach, Unt Henriet,

~and Lowenstein, As the day ended they moved to Ishrenheimsfeld.

The 3756 FA Bn nautralized 3 wvehicles on the high road going east from
Iowenstein., Additional firing by heavier caliber artillery on these same wehicles
completely destroyed them. This battalion displaced to Rappach.

The 242 PA BEn displaced to Affaltrosach, no reports of its firing were
received during the period.

The 925 FA Bn fired TOT's into towns in the 399th Inf sector., A preparation
was also fired for a 399th Inf patrol in the area around Schozach,

16 Apry General aetivity slowed down as units advanced steadily after the enemy
retreeting in A4 SE direction,

The 378 FA Bn displaced to new positions in the vieinity of Iehrenstein=
feld, The only activity there waes the neutralization of an enemy machine gun.

The 374 PA Bn scored 10 casualties on varous troop missions, They also
marked a target for the 12th TAC and fired screening smoke in support of the 397th
Inf operating in the wicinity of Lowenstein,

The 398th Inf in order to move rapidly in a SE direction toward Mainhardt
motorigzed the 2d battalion and requested the addition of one battery of the 375 FA Bn
for close suppert in the event of meeting strong resistance before reaching thelr
objective. Ancther high spot in this umit's firing for the day was § close~in
counterbattery missions.

The 925 FA Bn caught an enemy horse=drawn vehicle crossing & cheek pointe
This was rapidly destroyed by two battalion volleys, A smoke mission was fired on
the town of Schogach to cover the entry of the 399th Inf into the town, They also
marked Ilsfeld for bombing by the air support.

The 242 FA Bn collected 17 enemy casualties during their day's firing.
They 2 lso burned 3 vehieles in the vicinity of Neulautern,
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17 Apr: The division continues its advance in a2 south-easterly direction toward
the Bacimang-lurchardt area, The enemy resisted stubbornly on the right
flank but the 395th CT pushed them back in spite of the resistance offerred.

. Thd rapidity of the situation has fostered a new intelligence agency,
namely the AOP, Planes are assigned missions of reporting the locations of all
advance friendly elements, They also report all road blocks op other movement
obstacles, thus aiding units in reaching their objectives over the best possible
routes of travel,

A plane report placed the advance elements of the 397th Inf on the left
flank 1000 yards W of Bernbach., The same plane reported a road block farther E.
Another report at 0950 indicated infantry elements had passed the road bloelk and
had suoccessfully advanced to the viecinity of Weistenrot,

The artillery setion during the advances consisted meinly of preparations
and soreening fire where required, Ocoasional targets of opportunity were located
and irmediately neutralized or destroyed. An enemy CP reported by a PW and whose
location was verified by our observers was taken under fire by the 925 FA Bn. After
obtaining eccurate coordinates of the target, the 154 FA Bn was assigned the mission
of destruetion, An AOP observer adjusted all firing and upon its completion at
1100 reported the buildings eontaining the CP destroyed,

The 373 FA In marked targets for the Air Support and fired a counter«
battery mission of Pfahlof, This was followed by 2 TOT's to completely destroy the
gun positions, In the afternoon they displaced to Ishrensteinsfeld,

The 374 FA BEn oocupied new positions in the viecinity of Rittelhof early
in the day, Enemy troops offering slight resistance were fired on and dispersed.
Time fire was sprayed on an enemy OP in the smme vieinity., As the period closed
they marked Spiegelberz for bombing by the air support.

The 375 PA En displaced to an area E of Cleichen, The only noteworthy
mission fired by this unit developed while an air observer was adjusting on 8 check
point in the town of Rotenhof, Two enemy vehicles rode right into the bag and were
immediately smeared. Several casualties were observed, Shortly thereafter more
enomy vehdcles were noted approaching the same check point., The 375th poured many
rounds into the area and knocked out more vehicles, When 60 enemy vehiocles were
again observed moving south of the same point the 976 FA Bn was called on for
heavier fire power, This firing dispersed the column throughout the town of Roten-
hofs Forty rounds were dumped on this small tom, Darkness prevented the observing
and reporting of obtained casualties,

The 925 FA Bn displaced to Oberheinrut and immediately fired on 2 enemy
vehicles and 20 personnel located by the AOP, The effect was reported as excellent.
Both vehicles were lknoched out and personnel were c2ught under orumbling walls of
masonry, later § vehicles were fired on in the town of Ilsfield, several hits were

obbtainsd.

18 Aprs  Progress of the division advance elements is still very good. Only
pockets of the enemy's delaying refistance were encountered throughout

the day, Artillery units where possible provided screening fire for our troops

and where observations could be made, harrassing fires were placed on enemy troops

and installations.

The 373 FA BEn adjusted on two enemy batteries and called for Corps Arty
TOT's to complete the job, Later in the day 4 missions fired on vehicles netted
4 vehicle losseas for the Jerries. Upon request of the 925 FA Bn a heavy concentration

of fire was placed on & wooded are NE of Bielstein,
_7-
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The AOP eadjusted the 374 FA Bn on & house SE of Hals at 2000R and caused
it to eollapse, This some unit fired on a flak wagon near Hals at 09008 and were
told later when our troops passed the spot thet only 2 carcass remained, As the
period closed the 374 FA Bn moved to Weistenrot,

: The 375 FA Bn fired on 2 vehiscles towing guns near Hausen at 14208 and
1450B. In both cases &t the initial firing the vehicles dropped the guns end fled
into nearby woods, The guns were then destroyed by direct hits. Vehioles observed
by the AOP entering Murhardt were fired on at 1450, five of these were destroyed
with direet hitss This unit moved to Hutten at the close of the day,

The 242 FA Bn collected a bag of enemy casualties in & mission fired on
a troop concentration 8t 17458 near the town of Gross Erlach, They displaced to
Ammertsweiler in the afternoon,

The 925 FA Bn had & busy day dropping time fire on 12 troop missions
throughout the sector, They fired an adjustment by instruments of the 2nd FAOD
Bn on 2 troop missions SE of Ikfeld,

. The Div Arty AOP had a full day covering the entire front by flying 38
missions, Many targets were located and fired on with excellent results.

19 Apr: As the enemy retreated soutimard they retained small pockets of resistance
in their line of movement., These presented but few targets for the
artillery battalions.

The 373 FA In caught several enemy vehicles SW of Klaspach and immediately
placed fire on these targets and completed the job with a Corps Arty TOT. In
another mission they knowchked out & vehiele in the vieinity of Allmersbach.

The 374 FA En burned & house down containing enemy in the town of Kurmsh
at 1280, later at 1500 the effective zone firing of this unit on an enemy assembly
area in the vieinity of EKurzech broke up a probably cowunterattach,

The 375 FA Bn displaced to Gross Erlach.,

The 925 FA Bn fired TOT's into the towm of Beilstein during the night
which resulted in the enemy pulling out at daybreak,

This headquarters moved from Weinsberg to t he country town of Reisach,

WE of lowenstein, and opened there at 1500,

20 Apr:  As the enemy retreated rapidly, elements of this divisions front line
units found diffieulty in mainteining contact,

The 373 A BEn displaced to Iettenbach,

The 374 FA Bn displaced to Rottmannsberg.

The 375 FA Bn displaced to Fantspach.

The 925 FA Bn loeated an enemy battery consisting of 8 guns firing rapidly
into the town of Bachnang. The 986 FPA Bn was adjusted on this battery. The resulting
fire neutralized this enemy action, A similar batbery was also located S8 of Hert=
mannsweiller and put out of action, At 1630 2 large column of enemy personnel
estimated at 400 were cbserved moving southward toward Schorndorf, The TAC was
called on to bomb this profitable target. Later at 1800 another column of approxim
mately 600 troops and 650 vehicles were observed moving 8 through Hosslingswast,

The 976 FA Bn fired on this column causing rapid dispersdon and many casualties,
' The 925 FA Bn moved Yo Backmang,

This headquarters displaced from Reisach to Sulzbach and opened there

at 1500, v
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21 Apr:

Bé Apr:

23 Apr:

24 Apr:

25 Apr:

26 Aprs

27 Apr:

28 Apr:
29 Apr:
30 Apr:

theirs

~  SEQGRET

Activity in the artillery consisted of movement only: 373 to Hofen, 374
to Hosslinwart, 375 to the same town, and 925 to Rommelshausen,
This headquarters moved from Salzbach to Lertmannsweiler at 1530,

The 373 FA Bn displaced to Endersbach and did not fire,.

The 374 FA En displaced to Minolzweiler with little activity.
The 375 FA Bn displaced to Baltsmennsweiler,

The 925 FA Im fired 1 smoke mission and one preparation.

The 242 FA Dn fired § preparations,

This headquarters displaced from Hertmannsweiler and opened at Bad
cammstatt at 0023,
The 3735 FA Bn moved to Endersbach,

All units reme2ined in assembly areas except the 375 FA Bn, which moved
to Rommelshausen.

Units remfined in areas and spent time in care and maintenance of materiel,
The Div Arty Hq moved from Badd Camnstatt to Stuttgart, and opened at
1600, ' .

The 375 FA DPndisplaged to Ludwigsbergz,

Units stressed maintenance, care of materiel and training, Yo change in
loeation of units,

Missions and logations of units rempined the sams,
This wes the first Sunday spent in rest, relaxation and religious services,

Original orders from higher headquarters specified that this division
ocoupy Stubttgart, but due to insistance by the French that the city was

and to eliminate any further eomplications the battalions moved back moross

the river and occupied areas in the vieinity of Goppingen,

This headquarters moved to Uhingen.

The 378 FA En moved to Goppingen,

The 374 FA Bn moved to Loreh,

The 875 FA In remained in Rommelshausen,

The 925 FA In moved to Alberhausen,

The month of April closes with the 100th Division in 7th Army reserve,

With the front lines well over 100 miles away, due to the rapid collapse of the
German Army, the big question in all minds isesllhat next? It is unlikely that we
will be committed again in this theater of operations, the remaining two posuibilitm
are either going to the CBI or oceupying an ares in Germany.

-9-
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Hq DA CP = Schwabisch Gmund 925 CP = Waiblingen
AOP = Muttlengen A = Eorb
875 CpP = Schwebisch Gmund B = Winnenden
A=t C « Schwailcheim
B =« Heubach 8v = Endersbach
¢ = BEschach 282 Obsn Bn CP - Schwabisch Gmund
Sv = Unter Eobingen A =T
374 CP = Vielzheim E =
A = Pluderhaussn
B = Alfdorf
C = Phahlbronn
8v = Lorch
375 CP = Shoorndorf
A = Geraditetten
E = Unterfehlechtbach
C = Reichenbach
Sv = Engelberg

Orders were issued by this headquarters for a complete survey of installaticns
within the units as to DPs. Findings are listed below showing nationality, loecation
and number of DPs in each camps

At $m‘oiach Gmund - Russien - 9000
= French - B2

" = Dthers = 5000
Endersbach - Russian - 268
Waiblingen - Others - 1000
Schorndorf{ - Russian - 500
" - Polish - 120
® - Othsrs - 110
Steinbach - Italien - b6
Unterbach = Russian - 150
Schorndorf - Greek - 150
Fluterhausen - Polish - 40
Fluterhausgen = Russian - 60

The administration, feeding and gusrding of the alove camps is essential
insofar ss law and order of the community is not effected., This headquarters and
military govermment procure food from the surrounding country and deliver it to
the CP camps daily, BEvery effort is being made to set up local control of ocamps
by persons within the camps. The overall success of this operation cannot be
determined at this time, but in the larger camps it appears to have done well,

All camps have had to be guarded et all times for the protection of DPs and German
civilians, The guarding of these oainps has put a great burden on the units and the
only enswer to the problem as it lcoke this month is the complete evacuation of

all DPs baeck to their respective countries. %mother thirth days will be required

to evacuate these persone from this area pursuant to orders from higher headquarters.

There have boen a few cases of looting reported but is hee been on & small
scale and immediate investigation proved the amounts taken to be small and of
moderate value., This looting hae been done by emall bands of DPs and the items
taken were Schnapps and food, Constant road patrols have reduced looting in this
area to & minimum.
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The Division at the first of the month was in 7th Army reserve with the func-
tion of guard of the area occupied. The livision Artillery was deployed well back
of the fron lines as follows:

Hq DA CP = Uhingen 376 CP = Urbach
378 CP = Goppingen 925 CP = Uhingsn
374 CP = lorch AQOP = Uhingen

The situation on the front indicated that this Division would not be eallsd on
again to fight in Burope and higher headquarters called on the Division Artillery
for seventy 2i-ton trucks to form trueking compenios to augment the Quartermaster
supply trensportation. The trucking compenies were orgamized and the result wes
that the Division became immobile until their return,

All the light battalions were still under Combat Team control, shd their
primary miseion was the guarding of road, bridges, captured enemy supply points,
and the organization of Displaced Personnel centers,

With the olosing of hostilitles on 9 May 45, the various units held approp=-
riate ceremonies and &ll persons were given the day off insofar as possible, with
adequate guards maintained,

In addition to ocoupational duwies, the units carried on 2 training program
eonsisting of the following subjeets. Gun drills, foot marches, orientation,
athleties a nd recreation, gunnery classes,

The Division received their defined area for occupation on the 10th of Imy,
units under this headquarters were deployed as follows:

Hg DA CP - Swabisch=-Gmund 925 CP - Weizenstein
378 CP = S<Gmund A - Steinheim
A = Ruppertshofen I - Henbash
B = Altdorf C = lauterburg
C = Eschash Sv = Donzdorf
Sv - Int Bobingen AOP = Mutlangen
374 CP - lorch 898 AA CP- S-Gmund
A = Pluderhausen A = Mutlangen
I = Hobenstanfen B = Tomerdigen
C = Unt Kirneck C = Bohmenkireh
Sv = Rechberghausen D = Waldstetten

875 Hq = Sehorndorf
A - Geradstetten
B = Haubersbronn
C = Daitmannsulsz
Sv - Endersbach

The areas within the battalions were divided so that each battery had respon=
sibilities of guarding and controlling traffic within its bounds.

Full cooperation with the loeal ¥ilitery Government in the vearious towns aided
the unite in getting displaced persons into camps by nationelity., Tramsportation
was furnithed by the unit to speed up this work,

The number of DPs in the area far excesded the anticipated number higher
headquarters had sent down and the problem of DPs became the primary obstacle to
overcome as occupational troops, Thers were an extimated 20,000 DPs of German=
conquered countries in the area. The Div Arly was instrumental in evacuating 3000
French DPs back to French authorities this side of the Euihu River,

Higher headquarters issusd new sectors on 14 I8y, and this caused a new Div
Arty area assigrment from this headquarters. The units moved on that date and
ocoupled the following aread:

-1*
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Thers was one reported case of rape in thies area by two men, one a Germen
oivilian and the other & Negro soldier. Medical roports indioate story to be true,
the men involved were &pprehended and turned over to Division MPs. Accusations of -
attempted rape cases have Leen proven false in nearly all cases,

During the month there was one case of suicide reported in the area and the
loeal Burgomeister and Military Government agree it wes a olear case of sulcide,

&8s the man was & drunkard and was refussed admittence to all taverns, He took his
life by hanging himself from the crossbar of & high tension power pole.

One German civilian was shot on 24 Mey, the incident was reported to this
headouarters that Russian DPs had shot the msn in the stomach, He was taken to
the Welzheim hospital where he died on 26 May,

Several reports have come in on Hitler Youth movements, but upon inwestigation
these proved to be more fiction than fact,

Soreening of able bodied men of military age in the areas have produced a few
former SS troops who changed into civilian clothes @s the army merched through all
towvns, Such eases have been turned over to the Division MPs and placed in POW
inelosures,

In one instanes the &ocal Burgomeister prové"ﬂ to be pro-iiazi and had to be
evaguated and & new oneé sppointed by Military Governmenté; but the overall coop=
eration of the Burgomeisters in this ares has been excellent,

Hospitals within this area heve been checked for POWs in them. Investigation
of the fifteen hospitals found 94 PONs in such condition that they could not be
moved, so local guards have been placed on them, Sanitary conditions of German
hospitals was not of the highest type, all sterilisation is done by steam and the
coal supply is limited. Paper bandages are used to & great extent, Penicillen
is an Allied produet and the Germem Doctors hive not been able to use it on wee
casualties,

The French soldiers who cnused somé trouble in the area by looting have all
been turned over to the French authorities, French soldiers entering the area must
earry orders from the French Army #s to their mission in thls arsa before they
are 2llowed to pass our boundaries,

The Poliey o' non=fraternization set forth by higher headquarters has be:n
carriaed out in this area with great success, Summary Courts within the units have
denlt with the few cases that have been found.

The morale of the units as & whole has besn eoxcellent. This is partly due
to the entertainment, athleties, guided tours conducsted by each unit within the
comménd, Passes to Army controlled rest centers has greatly aided the men to
relax from their normal duties.

Oecocupational duties are now clearly defined, but the big question of "Army
of Occupation™ or "pProific Theater" has not bLeen answered by higher headquarters,

-3-
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The month of June opened with the 100th Div Arty loeated in the Gmund
Ereis with full ocoupational duties therein, Units of the artillery were
located as follows:

Hq DA - Swabisch Gmund
373rd FA Bn - . "
$74th FA Bn - Pluderhausen
3756th FA Bn - Swabisch Gmund
925th FA Bn - Waibligen

With the formation of additional provisional trucking companies and DP
teams and their rapid entry into the movement of DP's the many DP camps lo-
eated throughout the sector had their populace decressed by hundreds daily,
This tended to relieve the heavy drain on the loesl food supply,

Training orders were issued by this Hq %o all battalions speoifying
that they would prepare for movement te the firing range in the near future
for servied practice, This broke up the menotony of oecupational work and
gave battery comgnders an ppportunity to reorganige their firing 'bnu
for future operations,

On the 9th of June the 925th FA Bn moved to the firing renge lou‘hod in
the vieinity of mmsingen, They were rellesved on the 16th by the 375th FA Bn,
The Bn CO of the 925th reported the weeks firing as profitable and that the
men took quite an interest in training againe, This Bn occupied the area va-
cated by the 375th in Swabiseh Gmund and vieinity,

After & full week of firing practice the I76th FA Bn moved from the range
to Heublch where they occupied positions vacated by the 573rd FA Bn who moved
to the range in preparation for the follewing weeoks practice. This exchange
took place on the 25 June 1945,

We were informed on this date 23 June 1945 that the division would lese
a large number of officers and enlisted persomnel who might be in one of
three different classifications namely 85 points and class D persennel and
those that had served in two theaters of combat, The following day orders
transferred 14 of these men te the 36th Division which is one of the ocou=-
pational divieions in ocoupied Germany, On the 24th 80 more valuable EM
were transferred to the 63rd Division which 48 scheduled te return to the
US at an early dates On the 25th another group of 77 were transferred to
the 36th Division, Then after & § day breathing spell, 15 key officers were
transferred to the 63rd Pivision., As the majority of the above persennel
key positions prior to their transfer all commanders were busy and greatly
econcerned with re-orgéniszing and requisitioning suitable replacements to °
bring their units up to the standards required of cembat units,

On the 30th of June as the month closed the 374th FA Bn located at
Pluderhausen exchanged places with the 573rd FA Bn who was then finishing its
week at the firing range,

Thue a full month of cocupational operations closes without the occurence
of any ineiden§ of military importances In spite of the uncertainty of our
future the morale of troops is very highe
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HEADQUARTFRS 100TH DIVISION AW

This headquarters continued operations in Sclwabisch-Gmund as the month of
July opened, Normal occupetional and security duties playing the important roles
of all units, Upon receipt of notice that the 4th of July would be observed as a a
national holiday, all units were notified to hold appropriate exercises in their
respective aress, Parades and recreational activities were participated in by
the majority of personnel., Noticeable during the parages was the respsot paid by
the Germans for the various militery cersmonies held by U 8 troops,

At 1800 on 6 July 45 the 100th Div Arty wes relieved of its responsibility
by the 36th Div Arty. On the 7th of July this headquarters moved to Boblingen,
approximately 15 miles 8W of Stuttgart., French troops located in the area were
relieved of their responsibility of the Boblingen Kreis by all units of the 100th
Div &r‘hy.

Civilians throughout the Xreis were qulte anxious to cooperate with the
American occupying forces. Many reports indicated the French troops had thoroughly
locted the area and had been consuming & large amount of the available food supply.

On the 21st of the month a surprise inspection of all civilians and troops
in the 7th Army area was mafle. Known as the "Tally~ho" operation, it consisted
of a systematic search of all buildings for unauthorized possessions and cheok
of all personnel for proper oredentials, Small quatities of ammunition, fire-
arms and GI ‘equipment were found, A large mimber of German soldiers were found
roaming the ares without proper Rischarge papers,

Outside of training and ocoupational duties, troops were taking quite an
interest in athletics and other resreational facilities as provided by the USO
and SS0 agencies,

The month of July elosed with the one big question paramount in the minds
of all:s How soon will the Japs fold; then What and When and Where for the 100th

Division?®

Entry into the month os August finds the entire Artillery carrying on its
seourity and occupational duties without any Incidents of partieuler nots,

With the majority of the Displaced Persons and Prisoners of War moved out
of the area, the tromendous feoding, olothing, housing ant moving problems
presented in previous months has been reduced tio small groups throushout Kreis
Poblincen,

n the 15th, the Artlillery suffered its greates personnel loss, when orders
directed thet Brig Gen Jolm B, Murphy move to the ™ to take commnd of Ft Iogen,
Colorado, Thus our leader who so successully irained us ana efficiertly led
us through ecmbat leaves us to further suceesses,

Shortiy after Cen Murphy's departurs wo were pdad to lesrn that our new
commander would be Orig Uen Theodore ". Suechler, the originel commander of the
100th Div Arty. This nows was well receivod Yy all, as there wers many in our
renks who remembered his period of eomuend dwring those ¢ryin: days of tasie
training . :

September passed without chenge in disposition of troops or occupational
duties, Continued transfer of high polnt personnel insmall groups presented the
biggest operating problem,



In spite of the uncertainty of the movement
continued very high, This was largely due to the
athletio Program provided throughout a13 units,
time and getting splendiq Support we have footbal
crowds gt every zams,

of the Division, orales
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