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D EDI CATI1I ON

To Capt. Miarp B. Haves, who was to
coeryone a trusted [riend as well as a fearless
leader this bool: is dedicated. He designed a
Lasl: for no one that he himself would not do,
his order was Come rather than "Go™, and
his personal courage was aconstant inspiration

to I who served under him.



GHlY S 100k WL NEVER)
gl |/ SEE COMBAT

As the U.S.S. George Washington backed away from its moor-
ings on New York's 43 Street Pier, stopped momentarily, nosed
around, and headed out on the Hudson current through the narrows
into the grey, fog-bound Atlantic, each of the 193 men of Company
G, 399 Infantry, packed below deck in this, the Army's largest troop
transport, was aware that he had begun a new and adventurous
chapter in his life. It was the beginning of a journey into fear, hard-
*ship, courage, and the score of other little things coincident with
combat as only the front-line infantryman knows. However, thoughts
were elsewhere just then, of home, family, the old car, the corner
drugstore, and all the other familiar things synonymous with the
America they were leaving. To those few who slipped up on dedk,
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against orders, the Statue of Liberty, fading away into grey dimness,
symbolized this separation, but those below felt the reaction just as
keenly.

It took little time for the men to settle down to the daily routine
aboard ship. Their resentment for having drawn the police and sani-
tation details while at sea was short-lived, because it helped break
the monotony, meant three meals instead of the usual two, and gave
them access to all parts of the ship.

The veteran Merchant Marine crew on board agreed that the
weather was unusually bad, and the crossing was a rough one.
Quite a few made impromptu visits to the rail, but just as many
found a love for the sea and decided then and there that they had
missed their calling when they joined the Army. Gunnery practice
was always interesting to watch, and it was reassuring to know that
there was ample protection in case of an attack. There were boxing
matches, movies, card games, and books aboard ship, but the days
became very monotonous. It was a relief to them all to finally see
the coast of North Africa, opposite Gibraltar, appear on the horizon
and steadily become clearer on the afternoon of October 19. This
was their first sight of land since they had sailed on October 6.

Even before sailing, there had been many rumors circulating as
to the destination of the convoy. The one which seemed the strongest
was that is was headed for Marseilles, therefore, as it passed through
the Straits of Gibraltar this rumor was all but confirmed. Just a day
later the convoy rounded the Cape de la Garde and entered the
harbor of France’s finest Mediterranean port. This was the first con-
voy to land there since the Sixth Army Group’s invasion of Sout-
hern France in August.

Viewed from a distance Marseilles was breathtakingly beautiful,



much prettier than they later found it to be when seen from a closer
range. The first actual contact with war and the enemy came that
night while the ship was being unloaded. Instead of the usual “Chiet
Electrician, report to the Bridge*, the loud speaker system blared out
the orders to black-out the ship, it was an air raid. Those on deck
were surprised to see the speed with which the harbor was blacked
out and covered with smoke. Everyone was more curious than scared,
for this was their first real air raid. Later it was learned that a Ger-
man reconnaissance plane had been responsible for the alarm, and
that no damage had been done.

On October 21 the company climbed down the cargo nets,
packed into LSVP's and started ashore. Asthey chugged throught he
maze of sunken ships and went around the long breakwater, they
were amazed to see such complete destruction there in the harbor.
They then realized how glad they were that French and Americans
were there to greet them rather than Germans. Here they got their
first look at the Jerries - long lines of P.W.'s working on the docks.

Marching through the winding streets that afternoon on the way
to the staging area, they had their first acquaintance with European
culture and climate. It was a new experience to see people dressed
differently, speaking an unfamiliar language. and riding bicycles
instead of automobiles. The heavy downpour of rain that greeted
them and the quagmire of mud it stirred up seemed to stay with
them until the rain turned into snow a month later.

They remained in the staging area only long enough to unpack
and assemble their equipment. However, they were not too rushed
and almost everyone got to visit Marseilles. Everybody saw the city
through different eyes, but almost all were impressed by the same
thing: the cosmopolitan effect due to the influence of the French
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Colonials who crowd thecity, the Senegalese, Moroccans, Arabs ete.
the filthiness, which may or may not have been due to wartime
conditions, the forwardness and apparent shamelessness of the wo-
men, and the system of barter which was carried on.

On October 20, after a week of preparation in a mud hole near
St. Antoine, the staging area, they rolled in motor convoy, along with
the rest of the 309th Combat Team, up the Rhone River valley
towards northeastern France. The rapidity with which events were
moving did not impress them so forcefully at the time because they
did not as yet fully realize what lay ahead. Few, if any, dreamed
that they would be in combat within three days. The first day they
rode as far as Valence, where they stopped to spend the night. It was
there that they first encountered the cheering crowds of Frenchmen
that were to become more familiar later on. During the afternoon
their convoy had stopped momentarily at a railroad crossing to let
a hospital train pass by, and they were then reminded that there
was a war up ahead, and not so very far away. The second night
was spent in Dijon after a day’s ride along highways cluttered with
burned out Jerry vehicles, which the American Air Corps had caught
and destroyed. They were impressed by the natural scenic beauty of
the countryside and were surprised to find most of the rural popu-
lation centered in countless villages along the way rather than in
outlying farms as in the United States.

On the third afternoon they arrived at Fremi-Fontaine, a small
town within artillery range of the front, and unloaded in a bivouac
area outside of it for the final preparation before going “on line*.
There was a great deal of confusion and scurriyng around as they
made up packs and bedrolls to carry with them and crammed the

rest of their belongings in a duffe! bag, which was to be stored in
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the rear. Officers and non-coms found it necessary to take on nam
duties, very different from those they had been used to in garrison
life. After seeing their first dead Germans at Fremi-Fontaine, they
began to wonder if they really belonged in this strange, new environ-
ment. No one could deny that the game was for keeps now, and
hat Company G would soon take its place “up front".



COMPAXNY HEADQITARTERS

First Row: (Leit to Rigtn) Ple. William C. McGee, Pfe. Charles D Davenporr, Pfe. John F. Weber,
Pfc. Dave B. Huddleston, Pfc. Carl J. Zona. 1st Lo Robert W. Angier. Pfe. Samuel E. Maxson,
Pfc. Chester W. Parker, Pfc. Wiiliam R. Smitn, T 5 frank | Eush, Sgt. William S. Joyner.

Second Row: Ple. Raymornd H. Clark, S/Sgt. Roberr D. Dillman, S "Sat. Louis G. Laurie, T/t Peger
Poggioli, Plc. Howard A. Hall. Pfc. Robert A Fraser, Pfe. Richard A, Welke. Pfc. John F. Hizgins,
Ple. James L. Biticki, Pte. Herman B Silver, P Frank Moan:ala,

Third Row:  Pfe Edward L. Hucbard, Ple. Glen W, Wood, Pic Doneld | Lecper, Tt Lynard
Merriet, T/4 Hermon WL Harr, T75 Correll N Retinson, Pfe David Mass. 1:t Sgr Rov L Whizacre,
Pre. Donald R Cooper

Not present: Ple. Harvev C. Brown, Cpl. Thomas P. Brown, T/5 Paul Ambac. Pfc Robert E. Garber,
Pte. Donald E. Gero, Ple. Eugene C. Kupka, T/5 Ravmond La Fleur, Pfc Willard Levesque, Pfe. Calen
W Nash. §/Sgt. Frank N. Roilinger



On Nov. 1., just twenty-six short days after leaving New York,
CT o, the first organization of the 100th Division to be committed,
was ordered to relieve the weary, battle-wise 179th Regt. of the
45th, » Thunderbird« Division, veterans of Anzio and the invasion
of Southern France, which was located then in a mountainous,
heavily wooded sector of the front near St. Remy, France. The tran-
sition from the training areas of Fort Bragg, N.C., to the front line
in France had been so rapid that it was hard for the men of
the company to realize that they were not just starting on ano-
ther problem, with blank ammunition and simulated enemy, to

8



be called off in time to get back to camp for chow. The 2nd Bn.
was the reserve battalion when the relief was effected, so they
had opportunity to acclimatet hemselves to battle conditions more
gradually than the other two battalions. During the company's
first week in combat, they occupied a series of reserve positions
and got their first taste of artillery. At first they could not dis-
tinguish between Jerry's guns and their own and they jumped
every time a gun went off, but they soon got so they could tell
whether the shells were going out or coming in. The old training
period habit of scratching the outline of a foxhole on the surface
of the ground was soon forgotten. »Digging in« was SOP
after the first barrage. On Nov. 8, the company was ordered into
the line and as they met that straggling group of unshaven, dreary-
eyed, bone-weary, veterans, that Sgt. Bill Mauldin has made
famous, coming down the muddy trail, they got their first good
glimpse at the Combat Infantryman and wondered how long it
would be before they looked that way. The 2nd Platoon went on
outpost line, in pitch blackness over a trail that was knee deep
in mud, and those who carried ammunition and laid a communi-
cation line up the mountain will never forget the exasperation
and confusion of that first night. On the next night, during the
first snowstorm of the winter, the company pulled back to an
assembly area from which they moved by foot and truck to a
new sector near Baccarat on Armistice Day. This had been more
~or less the prelude, a time of orientation to battle conditions,
~ while waiting for the remainder of the 100th Divison to make
the long trip up through France and to come on line. Now the
curtain was about to rise on the real show.

On Sunday morning, Nov. 12, amidst another snowstorm,
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Company G jumped off in the attack, a part of the division's
drive against the Meurthe River Line, which the Germans hoped
to establish and hold for the winter. Loaded down as they were
with equipment and ammunition, it was difficult climbing those
hills, and the sniper fire they encountered soon after the jump-off
didn't help matters any, but it wasn’t heavy enough to stop them.
Larly in the afternoon,they received quite a few artillery shells and
suffered their first casualty, due to shrapnel, but they moved
ahead and stopped only after a heavy darkness had set in.

The token resistance they received that day did prepare them
for the 13th, the most dismal day of their campaign in the ETO.
[f there were any among them superstitious, their worst fears
were realized that unlucky day. Resuming the attack through the
heavy snow Monday morning, they had not gone far before
scouts of the 1st Platoon took three prisoners, their first. Sending
them to the rear, the company continued towards the crossroad
on the Baccarat - Neufmaisons road that was their initial ob-
jective. Approaching the crossroad, scouts of the leading Ist and
3rd Platoons halted the company in the edge of the woods and cut-
ting their way through a barb-wire entanglement, went forward
to reconnoiter a lone house beyond the crossroad. Three Germans
were observed leaving the house and entering the thick woods
to the right rear of the building. Word was passed back that
the house was cleared, and the company moved out into the
clearing to organize the position. When two or three artillery shells
landed near the crossroad, they still did not realize the gravity of
their situation, but when a murderous volley of automatic and
small arms fire opened up from an unexpected quarter on their
left flank, and the Kraut mortarmen, using the crossroad as a won-
10



derful reference point started dropping shells right on top of them
‘'in a seemingly endless barrage, they realized that they had been

neatly »mousetrapped«.

Within an hour, they managed to pull back into the woods,
re-organize and evacuate most of their casualties. Among them
had been three platoon leaders, and the company commander,
Capt. Melvin D. Clatk. Four scouts of the Ist Platoon were cap-
tured when the Jerries re-entered the house, and five men were
killed outright. Later that afternoon and night, desultory artillery

" on their positions accounsed for several other casulaties, among
them the acting Company Commander. Next morning, the com-

pany pulled pack two or three hundred yards to get out of the
-way of a barrage fired by Corps Artillery, who were trying to

neutralize the enemy positon. A patrol went back up to their for-

‘mer positions to determine the results of the artillery and to ob-

“serve for mortar fire, but after receiving enemy mortar fire, they
‘returned. Meanwhile, the company had prepared positions for the

night. Capt. Millard B. Hayes, formerly Regimental Special Ser-

vice Officer, took command at this disheartening time, when

‘morale was at an extremely low ebb and most of the men were

suffering from exposure in the snow of the two previous nights.
Quidkly grasping the situation, by efficient and intelligent mea-

'sures, he began to instill a re-determinaton and aggressive spirit

in the men that increased perceptibly day by day thereafter. On

Nov. 16, they moved forward by their former positions at “Purple

‘Heart Lane“, for so it had been named, and occupied positions
‘'overlooking Neufmaisons, which the Germans had evacuated, with

‘the mission of protecting the division’s left flank while storming
Raon L'Etape. While there, four patrols were sent out to whom

1M



credit goes for killing severals Germans.

On Thanksgiving Day the cooks, who had been in a rear arca "
since Nov. 1, prepared a wounderful dinner that tasted marvelous
even though their stomachs, after two weeks of emergency ra-
tions, were unable to take it and almost everyone got diarrhca.
The company moved that day to take part in the new drive that
was forming on Strasbourg. Everyone was glad to get away from
this sector with its unpleasant. memories. A veteran outfit would
have made out better, but every company must have its baptism
of firc - “Purple Heart Lane* was Company G's. However, they
really had something to be thankful for on Thanksgiving. Moving
to La Petite Raon that afternoon, they were billeted temporarily
in French homes for the first time. Most of the people were poor,
but they put forth their best effort to be hospitable, and at lcast
the men were able to get dry for once and get a short night's slecp.

[.caving carly the next morning, they traveled on trucks to an
assembly area from which they jumped off in the attack on Wacken-
bach, in the heart of Alsace. They climbed a couple of rugged
mountains that day but didn’t run into opposition until they got
to the outskirts of Les Querclles, where the only passage was a
narrow defile cut by a mountain stream. There they ran into
considerable small arms fire, and, as darkness was falling fast,
they were ordered to dig in for the night. Few of them will for-
get that miserable night in a steady downpour of rain, huddled
under inadequate ponchos that just strained the water as it pour-
ed down. Next morning, they resumed the attack, took Les Que-
relles, and started over the mountains to Wackenbach, which they
reached just in time to attack simultaneously with a task force
from the 14th Armored Division. Here they stayed in houses
12
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again and were able to dry off once more. They did not know it then
but the French 2nd Armored Division had entered nearby Stras-
bourg, and had liberarted among others, the four men from the
company taken prisoner on the 13th, who later reijoned the outfit.
On Nov. 26, the company transferred from the 6th Corps to
the 15th Corps, and they traveled on trucks to a battalion as-
sembly area at Moyenmoutier. While there, they billeted in a
woolen factory, which they entirely filled with smoke from their
“small, controlled” fires, but the warmth felt so good they didn't
mind the smoke. They received a big supply of Christmas pack-
.ages, which were coming in in an ever increasing stream. On
Nov. 28, they moved through Sarrebourg to Plaine de Walsch,
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where they got to catch their first real breath and to relax for
the first time since entering combat. The kitchen moved up with
them there, and they had good hot chow three times a day for
a change. They were paid for the first time in Liberation Francs
and a few got their first shower since the salty ones aboard the
George Washington. Here they began to notice German infiuence
on local customs and habits as well as French, because this part
of the country has in its history at times been part of Germany.
The subsequent moves through Vexervillers, La Petite Pierre, Puberg,
Wingen, and Goetzenbruck were, in the main merely following
up operations behind the Germans retreating up the Ingwiller
Pass to the Maginot Line.

On Dec. 8, in the early morning dawn, the company jumped
off from Goetzenbruck in an attack on well-intrenched positions
on the high ground outside of Lemberg, where the Germans
had elected to make a stand. They met enemy sniper fire before
they crossed the line of departure and soon came under artillery
fire as well. But, knowing a few tricks now, they pressed the
attack rather than stop and made good progress until they ran
into a force of Germans well dug-in on high ground, with seve-
ral machine guns strategically placed and other automatic weapons.
Electing to by-pass this strong point, they advanced in a flank-
ing movement until they received direct fire from two flak wa-
gons on the high ground across theLemberg-Bitche Railroad. Unable
to continue the attack at night, they organized the position. The
next morning was spent in working their way to a position from
which they could launch an attack on their objective outside Lem-
berg. Preceding the attack was a Corps Attillery preparation, which
consisted of wihte phosphorus and high explosive shells and
14



which lasted for twenty-five minutes. This barrage, one of the hae-
viest they ever witnessed, paved the way for them, but there was
still the job of climbing two precipitous hills and neutralizing the
enemy positions. By nightfall, they had overrun strong bunker
positions, captured a force of about 20 Germans, including the
crews of two flak-wagons which they found blazing, and had
captured and organized a position cutting off the German retreat
route from Lemberg itself along the Bitche highway. On Dec. 14,
when the company reverted into reserve and moved badk to
Goetzenbruck, morale was high - they had really won that
fight. The company moved badk to Lemberg on Dec. 11, still
in reserve, as the division prepared to launch an all out attack
on the fortress city of Bitche, the city on which the whole Ma-
ginot Line hinged. German troops there were determind that the
city they were unable to capture from the Erench until after the
armistice, the city that had never been taken by assault in this
or any war, should not be wrested from them. The men of the
Century Divison were more determined to prove that they were
just the guys who could do it. Doughboys maneuvered into po-
sition, artillerymen began a ceaseless, preliminary pounding to
soften things up; the men of the 3rd Bn., 398th Regt. stormed
and captured Forts Shiessecdk and Otterbiel, powerful Maginot
Line positions west of the city, winning for themselves the coveted
Presidential Citation, “Powderhorn® men of the 399th Regt.
prepared to storm the city and its invulnerable Citadel.
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FIRST PLATOONX

First Row- (Left to Right) Pfc. Bernard S. Miller, Plc. Michael Sirockman, Pfc. Everett Hodge, Pte.
Earl L. Kent, Pfc. Adelard R. Gosselin, Pfc. George A. Gagnon, Pfc. Jefferson Hanna, Pfc. William
Walsh, Pfc. John M. Kasney, Pfc. Clinton R. Peach, Pfc. Reid L. Moholland

Second Roro; T/5 Eugene Howe, S/Sgt. Arthur Cornelius, Pfc. Richard Laurens, Pfc. Stanley Gambale,
Pfc. John A. Villani, T/4, Stephan E. Pascarella, Pfc. Walter R. Smith, Cpl. William C. Stroder,
Pfc. Tulof L. Roswell, Cpl. Douglas ]. Hench, Ple. Ernest DeFusco. Pfc Francis H. Avencena.

Third Roro- Pfc. Chester A. Racke, Cpl. Rruce C. Black, Plc. Flovd Huff, Pfc. Louis E. Geatile,
Pfc. Frank N. Powers, Pfc. Stephan Matula, Pfc. Samuel Bagley, Cpl. Argo A. Childs. Pfc. Archibald
McFadden, T/5 Clement Terrien.

Fourth Rew, S/Sgt. Luther W. Milby, Pfc. Raviord T. Dunn, Pfc. Anthony Sineni, Pfc. James Powers,
Pfc. Virgil R. Ostermiller, Sgt. Leonard C. Richard, T/Sgt. James F. Haney, Pfc. Charles £, Rurz,
Ptc. Lynch B. Corley, ]r., Ptc. John ]. Heron.

Not present, Pfe. Julius P. Alford, Pfc. Lawrence A. Infante, Pfc. Donald W. Neal, Pfc. Stuart
W. Nichols, Ple. Walter A. Watmuff, 2nd Lt. Jack Porter. 2nd Le. Joha Collins.
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At this almost climactical point, the unexpected took place -Break-
through in Belgium! This bold move on the part of Von Rundstedt
made its effects felt along the entire front. In order to relieve
units of the Third Army for a counter-thrust, it was necessary
for the 6th Army Group to extend its front to include about half
of the entire Allied battle line. This change in strategy necessit-
ated, of course, the discontinuance of the division’s drive on Bitche
and the establishment of a defense system running generally
north and south along the Maginot Line.

Action during the next three months consisted mainly of ar-
tillery and mortar duels, with each side trying to dislodge its
18



opponent and cause as many casualties as possible. Old man
winter proved to be a more formidable foe than the Germans,

there was almost continual snow, rain, and bitter cold, which made
life in the foxholes miserable. The number of men lost because
of sickness, especially yellow jaundice, was very high. Another
aspect which characterized this period was the constant patrolling.
which was carried on day and night. G Company men had their
share of these patrols, and many of them proved themselves to
be outstanding patrol leaders.

When G Company went back on line, December 22, its men
were dispersed to cover almost a battalion front. Christmas found
them dug in on high ground between Lemberg and Bitche, over-
Jooking the highway. It wasn't the way they were accustomed
to celebrating the holiday, but they made the best of it and
enjoyed their packages from home. After spending several days
in Enchenberg, they moved to Hottviller, a “"ghost town”. The
CP was established in a small pillbox on the high ground outside
of town; the 2nd Platoon was in Simserhof Fort, the Ist and
3rd Platoons were dug in on outpost line, and the mortars were
set up on the edge of town. This was to be the scene of one
-of their most bitter fights.

On the night of December 31, increased activity was reported
by all the outposts along the front and early in the morning of
January 1, they were hit by the full force of the German's New
Year's offensive against the Seventh Army. First to feel the German
attack was an outpost of the st Platoon which was well out in
front of the rest of the company - all four occupants were cap-
tured as the position was overrun. By this time, the other out-
‘posts together with the rest of the Ist Platoon near Simserhof Farm
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were pouring a deadly crossfire into the German ranks. One of
the squad leders in command of an outpost devised a new in-
fantry tactic on the spot - "skip-bombing” with rifle grenades. This
new method was used successfully to destroy two enemy machine
gun crews, Driven by the intensity of this fire to the shelter of
a necarby woods, the German force, now gathered in a relatively
small arca, was especially vulnerable to mortar and artillery fire.
The H Company 81's set up in Hottviller and the guns of Bat
tery B of the 925 FA Bn. furnished this supporting firc. Few of
the Germans in those woods escaped. When a patro! from the
Ist Platoon went out, twenty dazed survivors were taken captive.

Mcanwhile, the 3rd Platoon had had a fight on its hands.
Another German force had attacked on the left flank attempting
to get into the draw that the 3rd Platoon was protecting. Most
of the enemy was pinned down by ritle tire, but some succeeded
in getting into the draw. The 60 mm mortar section, which
as yet had had seen practically no action because of the hea-
vily wooded arca they had opcrated in previously, was called
into action. The mortarmen proved to be one of the most efficient
tcams in the company and by accurate fire destroyed pa:t of this
enemy force and chased the rest out of the draw into an un-
occupied pillbox to the platoon’s front. During the afternoon,
when it was seen that mortar and artillery fire was having little
effect on the pillbox, two patrols were sent out from the 3rd Pla
toon to neutralize it. As the only approach lay over open terrain,
neither patrol was able td reach the fortification, so after firing
several well-placed bazoska rounds at the firing apertures, they
pulled back under cover of a smoke-screen. Later that evening
the Krauts decided it was “too hot* there in the pillbox, and
20



~withdrew over the hill toward Bitche.
The company's faith in its ability to carry out any assigned

mission under favorable or unfavorable conditons, which had fa:
‘ded at Neufmaisons, been recorvered at Wackenbach, increased
at Lemberg, came to full flower at Hottviller that day. During
an all-day battle in which they had effectively employed every
weapon at their disposal, they had thrown back and largely de-
stroyed an enemy force numerically superior and found themselves
to be the only company in the regiment to stand its ground du:
ring the counter-attack.

Three days later they were relieved and moved to Holbach, where
they stayed in reserve for several days. The 3rd Platoon which had
been in the French Garrison, temporarily attached to & Company re-
joined them there a day later. On the night of January 8, the 3rd
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Platoon under the leadership of Lt. Alphonse “Smoky* Siemasko,
former platoon sergeant, left on a combat mission to the town of
Schorbach. Unable to reach the town because of the strong German
defenses, the platoon returned after having a stiff fire fight. The next
night two patrols from the Ist Platoon raided German positions near
Sussell’s Farm.

The kitchen and supply installations, which had remained in Goet-
zenbruck, were threatened from the flank and rear on January 1, as
the German succeeded in recapturing Wingen. Moving to Bining, they
were strafed by German aircraft, but luckily no damage was done,
The company moved up to the Erench Garrison which, as the name
implics, was formerly a garrison for soldiers of the nearby Maginot
Line. The ritle platoons took up positions outside of the garrison
with the st Platoon and a squad from the 2nd Platoon at “Little
Anzio”. This position was so named because it was only a few
hundred yards from the Germans in the Freudenberg Farm pillboxes
and received a barrage from the Germans at the slightest indication
of any activity. It was almost impossible t6 enter or leave the area ex-
cept under cover of darkness. Freudenberg Farm was a system of
pillboxes, which hadbeen camouflaged as a cluster of farm buildings.
Another place which acquired a name was “Shrapnel Bend*, a curve
in the road directly under observation from Freudenberg. Almost
every evening the chow jeep had to run a gauntlet of mortar shells
when it approached this curve. After a week here they moved back
to Lambach in reserve for several days. The rest they had in Lam-
bach or Sierstal every few weeks was certainly appreciated during
the cold winter. They didn’t have all the conveniences of home, but
at least they were able to get under a roof and keep themselves dry.

Erom January 22 to February 6 they were in defensive positions
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near Signalberg and Spitzberg Hills, and occupied the piggest sector
" they had ever been assigned. The company was split up into two
sections in these positions. Here, as in all the other defensive posi-
tions, communications took on a new importance.Instead of the two
telephones alloted a rifle company, they were using eighteen phones
with miles of wire lines. While in these positions each of the three
rifle platoons sent out patrols which determined exact enemy positions
captured several prisoners, and reflected credit to the courage and
ability of those participating. They were happy to leave this sector,
because there had been a big thaw and most of the snow which had
covered the ground for so long melted away and caused many of
their foxholes to cave in.



After six days reserve in Lambach, they went back up to the pos
sitions near the French Garrison which they had occupied before.
This time the 2nd Platoon held down “Little Anzio® and patrolled
the approach to Sussell's Farm. While here, the communications sec-
tion constructed a switchboard from parts salvaged down in an
“anderground city* of the Maginot Line, which several of the men
had explored. The entrance was through an elevator shaft and the
nnderground fortifications were complete with railroad, kitchens,
Dicsel power plants, and machine shops.

On February 23, the Company moved out along the firebreak
between “Little Anzio® and the Reyersviller-Sierstal highway. The
2nd Platoon, Jocated down in the “Splinter Factory” got a good
look at Reyersviller. When the company moved back to Sierstal on
Feb. 27, the 3rd Platoon went out on another raiding party, this time
attacking the first house of Reyersviller, which the Germans were
using for a CP. After a stiff fight, the platoon returned without any -
casualtics. While the company stayed in Sierstal, a house full of am-
munition caught fire during the night. Men from the Ist Platoon were
instrumental in saving much of the ammunition as well as the
occupants of the house. For this action three of them were awar-
ded the Soldier's Medal.

On March 6, G Company moved out into positions opposite
the infamous Steinkopf Hill, which proved to be their last defensive
action in France. While there, the 1st Platoon sent a daylight (‘

" patrol to Steinkopf. The patrol had almost reached the crest of the
hill when the leader stepped on a shu mine, which blew off his
foot. Trying to reach the wounded man, the assistant patrol leader
04



also set off a mine as did another nember of the patrol. When
the company was relicved by the 71st Division and moved back
to Sierstal an March 14, the rumor was that the division was

going back to a rest arca, but later that afternoon they learned
that they had been relicved for an entirely different reason.
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SECOND PLATOON

Front Ror; (Left to Right) T/5 Joseph |. Dondero, T/Sgt. Pete L. Mazzei, Pfc. Henry F. Wasielewski.
Pfc. Richard A:. Cassiere, tst Lt. john P. Decker, S/Sgt. Carl Whitehead, Pfc. John W. Royal,
Pvr. Robert L. Mingie, Pfc. Vincenzo A. Cassachio.

Second Ror; Cpl. Berlin Caperton, Pfc. Marshall R. Riley, Pfc. Albert M. Anglin, Pvt. Clarence
Manganaro, Pvt. Richard H. LaFleur, Pfc Ersell L. Houston, Pfc. Cash T. Houtchins

Third Rore- George W. Oliver, Pvt. Quentin T. Goddard, S/Sgt. Gadamin P. Troupes, Pfec. Alfred
C. Stimes, Pfc. Robert E, Wenschot, Pfe. Milo F. Mills, Pfc. Charles H. Scupien, S/Sgt Anthony
P. Altieri.

Fourth Roro. Plc. Albert Alters. Pfe. Curtis Hackler, Pfc. John B. Howell, Sgt. Clarence Hoff. S/Sgt
Francis R. Tomlinson. Pfc. Ray £. Richey, Pfc. Leonard W. Brown, Pvt. Mario Macias.

Not Present; Plc. Elbert H. Drake, Sgt. Frederick E. Drew, S/Sgt. Bernard H. Ferguson, Pfc. Thomas
B. Gonterman, Pfc. Roger L. Harris, Pvt. Earl Landa, Pfe. Leonard Levy, Pfc. Joseph Nemeti, Pfc. -
J. P. Qats.



On March 15, the 7th Army took up the offensive again,
which was not to stop short of complete victory. As a part of
this drive, the 100th Division was to pass through the 71st Divi-
sion and launch its attack on Bitche, which had been postponed
for three months. In this, the division's most brilliantly executed
maneuver of the war, Company G was ordered to attack and
capture formidable Signalberg, Little Steinkopf. and Steinkopf hills,
which protected the southern approaches to the city. After L and
I Companies had teamed up to take Spitzberg Hill during a
morning of bitter fighting, G Company went into action and
jumped off without benefit of artillery fire that afternoon in their
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attack on Signalberg. Working their way up the most precipitous
part of the hill to avoid the mincfields that covered almost every
approach, they reached and engaged the Germans entrenched on
top. Those who resisted were promptly destroyed, and twenty five
prisoners were taken here and on Steinkopl, which was also quickly
cleared. Within 36 hours of the jump-off, the division had cap-
tured Bitche and nearby Camp de Bitche for the first time in
history, recaptured the Schiesseck and Otterbicl Forts and were
racing towards the German border. As little resistance was en-
countered, the next three days action consisted mainly of moving
up behind the retreating enemy. Just after midnight on March 20,
the company moved to the left flank of the division at Dietrich-
ingen, Germany, to fill a gap between the 100th and the flank
of the famed 3rd Division, which was hammering at the Siegfried
Line, and awaited an expected counter-attack, None materialized
however. although they took a terrific pounding from artillery
and direct fire guns from the Siegfried pillboxes. Next dav, they
pulled back into France to an assembly area, relieved again by
the 71st Division. This was their first look at Germany, but
one only had to cross the border to notice the difference. The
towns seemed to be generally cleanlier, the homes better construc-
ted and containing more conveniences, and the farms better tended
and move business-like than in France.

By March 22, the 3rd Division had battered a hole in the
Siegfried, and the 100th, completely motorized, was ready to carry
the ball on an off-tackle play through the hole. Loading on
tanks, T.D.’s, and half-tracks, they re-entered Germany, passed
through the Siegfried cast of Zweibrucken and began a dash through
the Saarland. Taking a look at the Siegfried while passing through,
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it looked plenty rough and they were glad that they had not
had to buck it. It was not uncommon to see groups of discon-
certed Germans wandering aimlessly around, looking for someone
to give themselves up to. And then the roads were lined with
refugees and D.P'. eternally heading west. They were impressed
by the peacefulness and lack of destruction in the little towns
of the Saarland as they roared by, and they wished that the
German civilians had been made to feel some of the horrors of
war. But it seemed that no object of direct military value had
been overlooked by the Air Corps in their preliminary bombings
and strafing. Long lines of rolling stock lay twisted and burned

out along highwavs and railroads, the larger towns had been

thoroughly plastered. Passing quidkly through Sweix, Kaiserslautern
and Neustadt, thev reached the Rhine Valley the next day. They
attacked Shifferstadt and Waldsce on toot, but met no opposition
as they marched to the banks of the Rhine. Finding all bridges
across the Rhine blown, they moved to Waldsee and later to
Mutterstadt, while the engineers worked to bridge the river.
Hundreds of Germans that had failed to get across the river
were rounded up.

During the long winter months, they had thought often of
*Crossing the Rhine®, and almost everyone had pictured fanatic
German resistance at that great natural barrier. But on the last
day of March, when they crossed in motor convoy over a has-
tily constructed pontoon bridge, they were quite unopposed. With
the Rhine behind them now, they began to knife into the heart of

the Reich. Easter morning found them attacking Hockenheim, where
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they met only token resistance. After a quick succesion of moves
through Swaigern, Sluctern and Grossgartach, it looked as though

the Germans were really on the run. But when advance elements
of the division approached Heilbronn, a large supply and com-
munications center astride the Neckar River, it became evident that
the Krauts meant to tight for that ciry with all the resources
and ferocity at their command. Reinforcements were observed
streaming into the city, and fleeing D.P.'s reported that Nazi
troops there were S5 men of the highest fighting calibre. The com:
pany went into Bockingen, the southwestern section of Heilbronn.
and engaged the Germans across the river in sniper and mor-
tar duels, as the battle raged throughout the city.
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THIRD PLATOON

First Rorm: (Left to Rigth) Pfe. Raymond C. Barror, Pfc. Lonnie Jackson, Sgt. Paul D. Ross, Pfe. Ruben
A. Caudillo, 2nd Lt. Leo Fritz, T/Sgt Donald W Anderson, Pfe. Lemore E. Hoffman, Ple. Garvey
Rice, Pfc. Donald E. Warts, Pfc. William C. Remior.

Second Roro: Pfc. Marvin S. Trent, Pfc. Charles R. Hileman, Pfc. Arthur Lindberg, Sgt. Paul Vernon,
Pfc. Jose G. Martiniz, Pfc. Eulie E. Keene, S/Sgt. James B. Raymer, Plc. Ronald R. Fetr. 5/5gt.

Norman F. Walters.

Third Roro:  Sgt. Roy Overton, Pfc. Laird W. Perers, Pfc. Charles Franklin, S/Sgt. John E. Stiles.
Pfc. Harold Breger, Cpl. Salvatore E. Polito, Pfc. Delbert L, Steines, Pfc. Robert Barker, T/5 Martin

QOrbanus.

Fourth Roro: Plc. John G. Vranekovic, Pfc. Edwin S, Nailor Jr., Cpl. Anthony Vlasek, Pfc. Henry
T. Bourne, Pfc. Howard A. Remke, Pfc. Floyd N. Groves, Pfc. Frank Nixson, Pfc. Jack D. Pointer,
Pfc. Leroy H. Sullivan, Sgt. Robert F. Thayer.

Not present: S/Sgt. Edward ]. Foley, Ple. Boyce F. Garmon, Pfc. Charles G. Haggett. Pfc. Natividad
M. Herrera, S/Sgt. Lewis B. [rvine, Cpl. Leonide Michaud, Cpl. Ellwood C. Payne, Pfe. Basil P.
Robertson, Pfc. Donald A. Yahn, Pfc, Alfred A. Morales



After outposting the river bank at Bockingen for several days,
they were still waiting for engineers to complete a bridge over
the Neckar. Even under a heavy pall of smoke, the pontoons
laid down on the water were blown up by German artillery as
fast as they were laid down. Finally, it was decided to cross on
assault boats. Therefore, on the morning of April 12, following
the tst Bn., they paddled across the canal-like river amidst a
heavy smoke screen. Most of the day, the Germans poured an
abundance of artillery and rocket fire in trying to destroy their
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bridgehead. By nightfall, the lIst Bn. had cleared most of the
houses and the 2nd Bn. set out down the bank of the river with
the mission of securing the city. That night, £ Company and
F. Company took Sontheim. The next day, G Company moved
through to Horkheim and jumped off in the attack on Talheim.
First indication of what lay ahead that afternoon was picked up
from a Polish refugee as they moved through Horkheim. According
to him, there were pillboxes ahead, something ncither they nor
the S-2 had anticipated.

They moved down the road with the lst Platoon on the right,
3rd Platoon on the left, 2nd Platoon in reserve, plus a platoon
of tanks from the 781st Tank Bn. Before they had moved very
far, heavy small and automatic arms fire came from across the
table-like valley. Quickly deploying, both platoons advanced in
rushes, covered by overhead fire from the tanks. Soon they were
able to spot two pillboxes, the last two remaining of the Sieg-
fried Line, and supporting bunker positions, Calling for fire from
the tanks, 76 mm. guns to keep the pillboxes, buttoned up, men
from both platoons were able to move up within distance to
tirst grenade the boxes and then finish the job with Tommy-
guns and Ml's. For this action, three men of the company were
‘recommended for the DSC. At this time, the 3rd Platoon on
the left began to receive fire from an orchard on high ground
across a deep cut to their flank. The 2nd Platoon was ordered
around to give them assistance but were unable to move to a

position from which they could neutralize this resistance.
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Having been re-supplied with ammunition, the company moved
out again to attack the town itself, which lay just ahead. As they
approached, the Germans resoited to a strategem. Lining up on
the road at the edge of town as if to surrender, the Germans
sought to draw them in as far as possible. Secing this, the com:
pany commander halted the company and sent an interpreter

forward to shout to the Krauts. At the first “Kommen sie hier,*
the Kiauts bolted to the houses on either sidc of the road and‘

opened up with small arms and panzerfausts. To avoid the con-
fusion of a house-tu-house battlc at night, the company pulled
back siightly and dug in at thc outskirts of town. Few slept that
nigi.t, as they expected a counter-attack, but none came.

Next morning, they resumed the attack into town and met
only sniper fire as they cleaned out the houses. Several Germans
were observed retreating over the hills behind the town, and the
mortar section did not take long in pouring & deadly barrage at
them in addition to artillery and heavy machine gun fire. No
sooner had the Germans evacuated the town than they began
a heavy mortar barrage which kept up the better part of the day
and night. In the afterncon, the 1st Platoon went out to outpost.
the highway to Lauffen am Neckar but werz unable to withstand
the barrage long enough to dig in without prohibitive casualties,
so they withdrew back to the town. Next day, the 3rd Platoon
sent out a patrol on T.D.'s to contact the Germans and found
that they had moved to Schozach. The 2nd Platoon then sent out
men with the Regimental | and R Platoon to contact the enemy
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on the Lauffen am Neckar road. In the evening. the whole com-
pany moved out and dug in on the high ground outside of Scho-
zach in preparation for an attack the next day.

The attack on Schozach got under way about noon of April 16.
The machine guns were set up on the ridge looking down into
the town, and the mortars were just behind. The 2nd  Platoon
was to make a wide encircling movement on the tanks from the

left rear, cutting off any route of escape out of the town. The
1st and 3rd Platoons were to assault the town frontally. As they
jumped off, the 1st and 2nd Platoons go* into town without
much difficulty, but the 3rd and Weapors Platoons caught a
murderous mortar barrage from the German guns set up on the
high ground beyond the town. They had to pull back until dark-
ness, at which time they joined the group in town. All night
the artillery and and mortar fire rained down on the town, and
they expected the Krauts to launch a counter-attack, but again
none came. During the next day, the artillery continued at
intervals, and in the afternoon, they were ordered to withdraw
as the regiment changed its direction of attack. Alter dark, they
withdrew from the town, a platoon at a time, and moved to
Unter Gruppenbach, where they spent the night.

The next two days found them moving to Unt. Henriet and
Prevorst, where they were when the final breakthrough came.
A task force of the 10th Armored Division and the 308th Reg-
iment had achieved a breakthrough near Backnang, and the 2nd
Bn. was again assembled and loaded on tanks and T.D.'s for
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a race southward to exploit the breakthrough into the Nazi's
publicized Southern Redoubt. First afternoon found them roaring
through Backnang to Waldrems. Next day, they moved to Waib-
lingen, and then to Stetten in the drive to cut off the major
city of Stuttgart, which the French 1st Army was attacking frontally.

On April 22, they clcaned off a serics of ridges between
Stetten and the Neckar River, capturing several Germans trying
to escape from Stuttgart, and in the evening entered Ober-Turk-

heim. This was the last action for Company G against the Get-
mans in the ETO.
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WEAPONS PLATOON

Front Poro: (Left to kigth) Pfe Rolland E. Neison, Pfe. Raymond C. Bruzdowski, Pic. Charles Meyer,
Plc. Raymond T. Revels, Plc. George H. Napolatino, T/Sgt. Joseph M. Yarum, Sgt. Ernest E. Personeus,
Plc. Leroy K. Warren, Ple. Leshic H. Peierson, Pfe. Joseph Fox.

Second Row Pte. Clifford S. Prers, Pic. William [ Matthews. Plc. William A. Newman, Pfc. Eugene
J. Pasinski, Pfc. Ted V. Stanizewski, Ple. Lorren D. Fay, Pfe. Max F. Johnson, Plc. John F. May.
S/Sgt. Harold C. Johnson, Sst. Lee P. Sweeney.

Not Present: S/Sgr. Carmen M. Principe. Sgt. Desmond | Beglev, Sgt, Kenneth O. Diehl, Pfec. Frank
H. Branco. Pfe. Edmund Biclinski, Pfe. Oscar R Gladden Jr., Pfc. Daniel [. La Russo, Pfc. Nathan
H. Johnson. Pic. Cona’'d R Walter, Ple. Ivan E. Ogan.
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The road from Marseille to Stutigart had been a long and hard trif
- yookies had nor developed into hardened veterans of battle. They
had struck porverful blows in the fight for victory and now rere to
get a much-reserved rest. Next day, they moved to Bad Cannstatt as
the 100th Division was pulled off line for the first time since ente-
ring combat on November 1, one of the longest continous tours of
duty for a newdivision in the combat records of the U. S. Army.

The war was cver for them when they moved to Stutigart, and
cverything that happened betiween then and VE day was maore or
Jess anti-climactic. Billeting in Stuttgart, in homes forceably vacated
by the bewildered but not vanquished former members of the "Super-
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race’’, they had hardly gotten time to set up their system of guard
posts and patrols when the cty roas declared to be within the limits
of the French QOccupation Zone. After Stutigart was declared to be in
the French Zone, the company mwent south to Bell, and were there
during the last fer hectic days of the war. Having access to radios,
they followéd events closely and rere overjoyed when on May 9, the
end of hostilities in Europe mwas announced. There was v VE day
celebration and parade that day at mhich General Burress made an
address congratulating them on their contribution towards the divi-
sion’s outstanding success in combal.

They gou their first taste of occupation duty as they moved to the
toron of Laichingen. in the province of Wurttemberg. The 3rd Platoon
moved out to nearby Sontheim to guard an electric motor factory there.
The remainder of the company stayed in Laichingen, billeting in
pricate homes, from rwhich German civilians were coacuated. Guards
were placed on an airplane parts factory and other installations of
value. Motorized patrols were sent out daily to contact local burgo-
meisters in smaller torns roithin the zone of responsibility. The point
system of discharge mas announced while they were there, and cvery
one started counting their score and sweating it out.

Releived by the 36st Division, they moved to a ner station al
Kirchheim, troentysfive miles to the northmest Taking over a school
building there, they converted it inte a temporary barracks. Guards
were placed on a modern Research Institute and a municipal swim;
ming pool. The pool mas cleaned out and filled mwith fresh mater
and provided a ronderful place for relaxation and recreation on
the hot summer days. Men with 85 points and Class D men were
transferred from the company, and a training schedule ras started
in order to give the veterans of the company a chance to teach the
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nero reinforcements some pointers that they learned the hard way,
and to provide physical conditioning for everyone to keep in shape for
the job ahead.

In finale, let it be said that this is not the complete story of Com-
pany G. This is the story of their combat experiences in the ETO,
interesting chapters have preceded this story, and undoubtedly others
lie ahead to be ritten in the future. The many personal acts of heros
ism that have been enacted by members of all platoons, and the
excellent service rendered by the supply and kitchen personnel in face
of overrohelming difficulties at times have not been overlooked.
Howeoer, because of the continuous changes in personnel within the
company, it has seemed best to keep personal references to a minimum.
[t is hoped that everyone, as he reads this, will supplement from his
oron memory, because thus only will the complete story of Company
G, Combat Company, come to light.



YOU KNOW GEORGE, SOMETINES
I WONDER WHO WwonN THE war/




IN MEMORIUM

Pfc. Rudy Amezcua
Ptc. Adam J. Arzo
Pfc. Sth A. Codkrell
Ptc. Carl E. Henry
Pfc. Alby J. Kapsner
Sgt. Vincent Q. Kelly

Pfc. Donald W. Rector
Sgt. Warren T. Schneider
Pfc. Vito Sciara

Pfc. George R. Tetterton
Pfc. Francisco J. Vasquer
Pfc. Paul E. White

"Greater loce hath no man than this, that a man lay doon
his life for his friends.” John 15 : 13
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