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CHAPTERX

“Ihe @;«epmﬁbﬂ;

O pramber 13, 1942 at Fort Jackson. S.C a skeleion dunsxon‘
comgrising the Division staff and.cadre, wunessed the, acuvatwn.
ceremyny of the.100th Infantry Division. In this new’ Division was
thiss hpm the 399th,_Combat Team and subsequently Company B. The
t&%"k Wi Gén: Buﬁess—%@: ‘nidke-the néw Division-the “Hghting-100th’;
+@57We-Knaw, that - ‘tagk -was thoroughly- at(‘:omphshed‘. Appoxn-
fed"to'thé task of organizing, -training, dnd>ingpiring the rifle com’
pﬁiﬁgs idto-top fighting units, were a number- of young officers among .
wha?n*was -Capt. J. Whittington, - the'fifst’ €. Q. of ‘Bakér. Company.
Among the officers assigned to aid him were 2nd Lieutenants Harry
Flaxiagap\ and Rager Thornton. - Duding December. and.Japuary: tkapps
for, Q;e Divigion - bggan to arrive, -It.was among these pewly made
ggi(jlggﬁ that:the leaders, who so. qbly ~proved. themselves. in-combat,
-wﬂelound, T;ainiglg began, non-eeigs ‘were appeinted, and.the Com-
pégybegan t9 fupction.as a skitled tepm.. Initialstests:were taken:and
Company B rated hggh in-the Diyisipn; -It-was-now time, % begin
training for- the “redl thing”. In the spring of 1943 the. Company
reegived.a new. officer, a West Paint graduate, ~who.was destined to
‘be one of the ouls);andmg leaders of the (_Iompany The miew arrival
‘was Lt. Altus Pnhce Through the efforts- ‘1he officers and men, by
the fall of 1943 the Company was in top form and again was confron-
téd with field ‘tests, "Here it was that Lt. Flanagan and his third pla-
faon rated the best rifle platoon in the regiment and among the high
three in“thie Division. After these tegls:the Artillery-Infantry demon-
strahohs took- *place qnd preparatxons were made for the comlng
Tennessee maneuvers:

From November 15th° to Janua =17, '1944; the doughfeet of Baker
hved in- the'mud dnd rain, ice and snow, hill infested maneuver area.
Workmg with other infantry outfits, D qutﬁg:s‘. -tank. elements, and
alr units, the men’ slogged their" my throughﬂ.hxs advanced phase




Foreword

To: Officers and Men of Company B,
399th Infantry

Inside the pages of this book is the story of brave young
America called to arms to preserve what is most dear to
our way of life. To each of you I say that I am deeply
proud to be a part of your team, and to have seen, with
yiou, the overwhelming courage and spirit that carried
Company B through the struggle to final victory in the
highest tradition of our armed might. The story, which
no words can describe, is our bond to cherish in the years
to come. My best wishes and warmest appreciation will
always be with you.

E. M. Zehner

Lt. Col., 399th Inf.
Commanding.

Although this book can't possibly cover all of our ac-
tivities, personal triumphs, our unit victories, and our
many heart aches, still it captures for all time our unusual
group spirit, our respect, admiration and love of fellow
men springing from combat danger and imminent prospect
of sudden and violent death.

The saddest and most unforgettable day of my life will be
that time when circumstance forces us all to part and go
our separate ways. Let this book be our common bond,
and using it as a medium, continue the deep and intimate
relationship that at times has made us seem more like

brothers than friends.
Harry G. Flanagan

Capt. Inf.
Co. B 399th Inf.



of training and accustomed themselves .-.t(_);'the rigors of combat.
After three months of chowless days and sleepless nights, heaven in
the form of Fort Bragg, N.C., came to the weary Bakermen.' Here
furloughs, showers, movies and pésse_s to Fayetteville made the
lives of the maneuver-weary men cbnsiderably more pleasant.
During this time the Dnusxon was agaln brought up.to strength. Due
to the need of ‘mén for ovérseas. duty a goodly number of Century-
men were POE'd to supply other outfits engaged in combat. In
March 1944, the Company was again brought up to strength by the
arrival of some eighty ASTP men.” Now the Division was ready ‘to
begin its last phase ‘of pre-combat training:

l..«'r_.e_g.Apjii___L 'i@ll September 1944, the. Company »rec.ejve_d .six_months .of
intense training.. Combined attack theary, tank training,.mine schaols,
M(eapdns training, -artillery-infantry -exercises, attack.and. defense
ﬁeld problems. and unit. tests put.the men on a rigorous diet of. con-
cenh:ated woIk in preparatxon for the inevitable journey overseas.

In June of- 1944 the Division was-picked to represent the Army on
Infantry Day and to parade in New York Tity. ‘A battalion in strength
was selected from the various parts of the Division, - Lt. Flanagan-and
ten enlisted men represented'Baker Company in Gotham. After'two
weeks of ‘parades, fériations; and- drills- the-high-flying Centurymren
returned to earth and-again resumed their training.




fn Liie August Division tests were again taken, and onicé ‘again ‘Baker;
§99th, 160k ‘top bonors. The fourth-'platoon wunder S/8gt.- “Deluch
turned‘in’ a “top -performarce and was siated -as the “best- Wweapois
platoon in the Division. The rifle platoons also did well with:Lt.
Flandgdn’s and S/Sgt.-Leahy’s platoons, the third and-second, turning
invtop performarncess

Imbeplembez the Division was given,| the green hght and thg [nspecjor
Qeneml’s Lffice began xts tour of the units.in th@ ,D;vxsxon. :Balger
C\ompanypsurywed the ordeal and ‘made. ready for. the commg movg(
The Division was next mspected by the Army Ground. Forces chlef
Lt. Gen Ben Lear, and officially alerted for shlpment. ‘New ! men arri-
ved from the Coast Artlllery and IRTC camps and the Com}gany was
pom}’ ready for the move. "At this fime the Company oIﬁcers, were as
fol.low "Lt. _Punce, C. O Lt. ’I‘hornton, Exec Ofﬂcer, T.t ”Rexd lst PI{:\_-

NI, , P.orL of’ Emﬁarkahon. ;

In- Kilmer--the battle .of survi- -
_vadliwas: waged. against - immu-
nization: -shots, ' supply « ser- .
geants and their loads of equi- ‘| 8
Ppent,i-and *a. million or so | I%
dnspectioiis.: Afterbeing equip- .Y
péd, pefforated ~with  hypos, | -{{s N
and thocoughly. 'inspected, the: |- ol
men were paid and passes
were issued to New York and
surrounding areas where the
Bakermen took their last fling
at the U.S. mnight life. On
October 5th trains were boar-
ded and by late that evening




-the transports were loaded and the.Division ready.to sail., Early. in
the:morning on- October 6th the men. of Company B rushed ta the
tails.of the SS Mac.Andrews for their last glimpse of America,

-Foryten days-Baker Company saw. water and the .other ships:in.the
convoy, nothing else. On the eleventh day.the Azores- were. 51ghted.
and on the twelfth the Straits of Gibralter and the “rock” were
encountered. On October 20th ‘the Company hit land again when the
convoy docked at Marseilles arid moved ashore to -an assembly-area:
Except for the crowdéd quarters, a hurricane; the ‘burning of- two
ships in the” cngoy ‘and a-loose ‘piine,” the frip was uneventful and
was enjoyed by all.

For most of Company B, the night of October "20th” will long be
remembered. "The gruelling hike to the area, laden down withimos¢
of their equipment and the prospect of a night’s rest 6n Mothier Edith,
slightly tarnished the men’s conception of, Fran'ce However, thmgs
were straightened out in the morning, tents were pxtched and ‘once
again the Company functioned as & unit. In Area 2 the men recq',
their first taste of European mud. For ﬁve days 1t ramed coptmu,hu.{ly
and .mud. seethed in alarming depths. qulryp when it dld
became quite cold. It was then that tlre 359th° Combat feam moved
up.. While in the assembly area the nelghbonng yitldges’ were
explored. Aix, Septemes and Marseilles’ wére visited, ;hxf{ii in' thé
surrounding areas taken, and a light training schedule maintained.
On October 27th the men boarded trucks-for a three day motor march
to the front. Following in the wake of she:Seventh. Axmy’s advance;
the Company passed th’rongh Avignon; sthe outskirts -of Lyon; Dijon;
and Epinal. Finally on Qctober 30th -the Company bivouaced.in the
Rambervillers area mear the 45th Division’s CP . 'In the- evening of
October 31st, Baker Conipany-moved into a forward-atea, 1600, yards
from German lines, in preparation for its-first: day of :combat. The
next morning the Company re11eved Co B of the: 179th Xniantry Regi-
ment of the 45th Division.
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CHAPTER II

“[be CUosges

This awas it: - On November Ist, when the Company took over Baker
Company’s position of the 179th Infantry, the situation was quiet. At
1000 hours on November 1, 1944, the first patrol undertaken in combat
was assigned to Lt Jack Reid.and. his first.platoon. The patral con-
tacted elements of the Third Division, accomplished its mission, and
returned to the lines without casualties. After the first night.of combat
the men settled down to the grind of warfare. In the aftermoon of
November 2nd, the Company was alerted and ordered to move.into
positions just outside of LaSalle. The Compény dug in, sent a party
into LaSalle, and prepared for another night. This was the first ex-
citing night of combat for Baker Company, .Patrols Iromﬂ';e second
and third platoons were sent out and contacted the. enemy.. These
patrols returned intact and with
this the whole company, to a
small: extent, was battle wise.
It “was’ on the next morning-
that the Company was given
it ﬁrst‘objective, the town of
Saint Remy... Moving into po-
sitions just outside of Saint
Remy, - ﬂié men dug in while
patrols were sent into this
town..The first platoon cleared
thé town' taking two prisoners
whiléithe rest of the Company | &
moved ‘forward. As leading &P
elements of the Company en- ;i}f
tered, disaster struck. From::'}
excellent OPs, German . artil-
Tery-.and mortar fire pqured
inte.thevmen as they- scurried -
for.. shelter.  Positipsis - were" 2
consohdated after mughs- dif{xn




culty. .During this time snipers and. burp-gunners cantinued:-to harrass
the..Baker men. Road- blocks..were  established and .contact. was
made with Able and Charlie Companies within a.short time after the
initial -action. This was Baker’s first real fight-and is remembered. by
all.who have survived.thus far.: It was here that our first battle
casualties.were received, two .men killed. and two wounded After.a
hellish night of artillery and. mortar fire, the men accustomed.them-
selves_to the situation-and awaited the Company’s'next move.It. was
not long -in coming.. On the ‘evening -of November '5th. Baker was
ordered- to relieve Item Company which had:met -stiff and. pewerful
resistance. Late in ..the evening. the.-.Company moved .into -the
Fsawmill“-overlaoking Etival, and -there teok up -positionms.:- Again
heavy resistance and.artillery -fire .from. the Geummans- greeted-the
weary-men.. Finally after two nights of; rain, mud;-andiopen foxholes,
the Company.was. relieved and withdrawn.to;Saint-Remy where-the
men-had .their.first. real rest -in their first--week: of. combat. . On;the
mormning of -7 November 1944 the battalion:meved .into.a. rear area
awaiting movement fo -another .sector. Moving -up. into :thexweads
theunen dug in. and -awaited orders {0 move. Disaster in the'form..of
mines-and booby traps:struck. A. jeep was blown. up, one-man..was
killed-and .several wounded.- This was “Booby:Trap Hillt, one; of
the:-worst experiences the Company was-to encounter..  The-next
afternoon, 8 November. 1944, the. Company marched to;an.entrucking
point and boarded trucks for points unknown. Just autside of Bacca-
rat, the Company bivouaced iii a densly wooded sector of the Vosges
Mountains. The second platoon moved slightly forward-and .took -up'
an OPL on the high ground just :ahead- of .the Company.: For two
days these positions afforded rest to thé 'w‘ear-y vets.

On the 11th of November B Company moved forward again, dugin
and stayed a night in these positions before .moving -up ¢u: lmeﬂ The
dafternoon of November 12th found. vthe tCompany slo_ggmg' its way to
positions near the key city of Raon PEtape, In the show and mud of
the high Vosges, the Company again dug in'and-awaitéd the drive
on that city. Overlooking the city ard cutting the-vital supply road
fo. the fortress, were a series 6f Hills assigned to the:battalion as
objectives. The first assualt by the Company ‘was miet by a firmly
entrenched and reinforced enemy and resulted in.a mumber of
‘casualties-in the Company..--Moving back in order to allow" close-in
zi’gzialm»and -artillery -support;, the Cémpany gave way to.the Third



Battalion- who, stormed and captured- the hill.« -That. hill. proved -to-be
one of thé most strongly defended -and beést ptepared defensive. pesi-
tions. yét -encountered by the Divisién. On November {5th-Hill-409
was storined and taken with-no censiderable‘trouble. - However, !in
the ensuing fire-fight -and artillery barrage-nearly a  dozen 'men -were
made ‘casualties, one of whom’died later from: Wounds.- The next day
marked-the -beginning of one of the bloodiest engagements the Com-
pany had. It was Navember 16th and the place was Hill 538 (462.5-in
official ‘¥eécords). - -For ‘five hours under heavy agilléry; mottat, and
siall- armis -fire, ‘the. men of -Baker ‘Compdny battled forward ‘up the
steep-slope and after a bitter strugglé secured the 'uppermost point of
the. hill -and -dug in. In- taking the .hill Baker Company played a
magnificent part as the First:Battalion cut the Germian -defense -litre
around Ré&on -1'Etape.. Casualties in - killed,” captured - and.- woundéd
were-high, greatef than in any: other previous-engagement. LCounter-
attacks and barrages were incessant -and:rtaids fréquent. - Aiceepting
raid aftet- Taid, -attack.after attack; all of which' were repulsed at.a
high ‘tast -to the enemy, the men stubbornly held their ground-and
undér the'-leadership of Lt. Prince made possible, by- their' dogged
determiftiation,. the capture of Raon V'Etape. -After- thiee-days. of 'thi§
hell on.earth, the Company was relieved and under-&"tesrific artil-
lery barrage took up new:positions bverlo‘okmg ithetown of LaTmuche
The casual.ty -toll on thls -move was aga‘m very high :




Captured on Hill 538- were -S/Sgt. Callahan, -Sgt. Leggitt, Cpl. -Geile-
rowski, and Pfc’s Collins, Metro and Meéza: All these men have-since
been: liberated. Pfc. Meza ‘was .récaptured: within d-few hours of
his capture by- men: of -C- Company. - Sgt. Leggitt, Cpl.’ Geilerowski;
Pfc.. Collins ‘and Pfc. Metro were recaptured in: Strashourg - while
S/Sgt. Calahan: was liberated during the last weeks - of :the war.

Also during the action of Hill 538, Pfc. Robert Barringer's -gatantry
in .action- won for him the Silver Star. -During the same engagement
Pfc. Clyde Magee’s heroism warranted him being recommended for
the Silver Star.

After a day and two nights in the positions.above LaTrouche, during
which time the men were continually shelled and during which time.
patrols were frequent, Lt. Prince led the Company in a.dusk attack
into LaTrouche taking it without the loss of a man. Here.the Com-
pany, once again in houses, remained for several days catching up
on their mail and receiving the much needed reinforcements. assigned
to the Company. Thanksgiving. Day was observed in ‘the best of
tradition, with turkey and trimmings in the battle scarred village.
On the 24th of November in the now usual downpour of rain, Baker
Company boarded trucks for another destination.

Leaving LaTrouche at about three o’clock in the afternoon, the con-
voy proceeded north through the city of Senones to the town of
Saint Blaise where the Company was billeted for the night. Early the
next morning the convoy again set out and proceeded to a detrucking
point near the Rabodeau River. From there the race began. Down
the . valley the Regiment raced capturing’ numerous villages and
towns. At the junction with the Third Division on November 25th,
the race then proceeded down the Bruche River Valléy with Stras-
bourg as the goal. First resistance was met by the Company outside
_ of Rotheau where enemy machine guns and 88 fire held up the Com-
pany’s advance. As the terrain was exceedingly rough and the
ground muddy due to the everfalling rain, movement on anything
but paved roads was difficult. However, Lt. Prince led his men up
the torturous hills in- preparation to storming the city. The first
platoon by excellen_t'mane_uvering wiped out the enemy strongpoint
ahb!’ding up the Company’s advance. Up and down the towering hills
the ‘men proceeded until in the outskirts of the city they once again



contacted the Third Division. They then proceeded to:clear the city
together.. .. Shortly. after the city was cleared, the enemy . threw in a
terrific .artillery barrage. . It was. just -after this that the Battalion
Commander. ordered the Company out of town in hopes. of surprising
the enemy by: pressing.the attack. In a heavy downpour the men left
Rotheau -and :started a night attack on the town of Netzenbach. After
crawling and stumbling over several thousand yards of mud coated
peaks, Baker Company moved in on its objective.- Fording the river
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the men entered the rear of the town and captured it with compara-
tive ease. It was learned from the villagers that the enemy. and
several of his field pieces had evacuated the town only scant minutes
before the arrival of the Centurymen. Several prisoners -were ‘taken
and once ‘again casulaties inthe operations were nil.

This town will be remembered most vividly by Sergeant Arthur
Forderer, who in search of. straw for his lodging found himself con-
fronted by two towering Krauts armed with burp guns. The Germans
gestured to him to come and one of them said, “Kommen Sie mit uns”.
However, thé surprised mortarman replied, “Nix"”, and emphasized
his reply with several shots from his carbine. The Germans fled
and the very disturbed sergeant was forced to sleep without straw
that evening.

The next morning the Company again moved out, scaled another
peak and captured the town of Wachenbach. The evening of the
same day, November 25th, found the Bakermen on a long downhill
trend to the city of Schirmeck. Entering the city from the south, the
Tompany proceeded through it and continued the push forward. For
nearly eight hours the doughs hiked on, through Urmatt and Nieder-
haslach, on the heels of the fastfleeing Nazis. Finally trucks shuttled
the men into sleeping Oberhaslach which yielded several Germans
and marked the end of the long campaign. The Regiment was pinched
out of the Strasbourg drive by the 3rd and 45th Divisions and- was
halted here for orders. This town was one of the key points to
Strasbourg-and its fall helped to open the Alsatian Plain to the on-
coming flood of Allied might. So here at Oberhaslach, twelve miles
from Strasbourg, the men of Baker Company ended their long cam-
paign in the Vosges Mountains. The period up.until this time is, to
the old men of the Company, the days of rain, mud and mire, counter-
attacks, the. GIs and “beaucoups” Krauts, and will' generally be
referred to by them as the days “back in the Vosges”. This also mar-
ked for the men of the Company their first 1eal rest, the chance for a
glorious shower-and the completion of the first phase of combat.

1
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CHAPTER XXX

Lemberg

On November .28th the Company moved to LaRobedeau near Senone
and the Division was placed in Corps reserve. Here the Company was
strengthened by .more reinforcements, showers were taken, weapons
were test fired and the neighboring towns exploited. After a short
stay here, the battalion was.ordered to Neidersweiler where the men
had an opportunity to visit nearby Sarrebourq for movies, showers
and sight seeing. After two days here the Company moved to the
town of Shalbach and prepared once again for action. On December
3rd Baker Company moved to Puberg where Lt. Prince received his
Captaincy. The next day was spent in hiking through towns. on the
way to Wingen which was reached December 5th. It was here that
a large store of cognac, champagne, wines and kitchen stores. were.
“liberated”. This supply was distributed later for morale purposes.
On December 6th the Company moved up to positions near Goetzen-
bruck and later that afternoon entered the town. Early on the morning
of December 7th, the First Battalion pushed out of Goetzenbruck to
St. Louis de Bitche. Moving through St Louis, the men. occupied
positions above the town awaiting artillery preparations for the
assault on Lemberg and the surrounding high ground.

Our artillery preparation began at 0930 and was to last for five
minutes after which a rolling barrage would commence. The attack
was to begin at 0935 with the battalion closely following the barrage
and taking the high ground beyond that city while the Third Battalion
took the city. Baker Company was the left flank of the attack and
was _given the most-difficult terrain over which to operate. Crossing
the IP at H-hour, the Company proceeded in two skirmish lines, the
first and third platoons in the lead and the second and fourth in
the rear, ‘while Capt. Prince and headquarters took a ‘central position
between the two leading platoons. The attack plan called for the
Company to pass over approximately two hundred yards of -open .
ground before reaching the Enchenberg-Lemberg Highway: After
crossing this, another 400 yatds of open ground lay ahead before

14



reaching- the railroad tracks connecting Encheiiberg with-Lemberg.
Five hundred yards beyond that lay the woods and high ground
which was the-Company’s objective. In a cunningly executed trap,
. the-Germans-allowed the first wave to cross the road while the second
wave following-a hundred yards behind -was-yet to cross. -When the
enemy opened fire, the situation found the -first wave— the third pla-<
toonr on the left, headquarters in the center, and.the first platoon on
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the right -—on the gently declining slope nearly a hundred yards acress
the - road -and:moving forward-towards ‘the. railroad: tracks - recei-
ving eémemy fire from the front, the-left and right fromts, and;the right
rear, -:.Charhe Company.in failing to-push off-on time, exposed Baker
to ‘the full valume: of enemy -fire. First fire encountered was from
miachine. .guns-and: 2¢. mm. .cannon. , The: ‘fire moumted in -fury - until
at-least five 20 mm. canpons; several flak wagons; numerous: heavy
calibre machine guns, and assorted small arms fire was pouring. into
thé men from all directions. After the first burst of fire the weapons
platoon made ‘an excellent display of courage when, in an open field,
Sgt Adamcek’s section set up- a light machine gun and proceeded .to
quel and knock out an enemy flak wagon on the Company’s right
flank. At the same time Sgt’s Webb, Howarth and Hass put a 60 mm.
mortar into action and eliminated.another flak wagon firing from the
right rear. The men of the third platoon; subjected to the Qrea'fest
volume of fire, engaged the enemy to their front with rifle fire killing
several Germans.

All this had taken place within a few minutes and by 0945 German
artillery began dropping in on the trapped men. Direct fire from all
types of weapons poured in and casualties mounted. Baker Company
was without communications and support in this isolated position.
The men of the forward wave could only pray and claw for them-
selves shallow holes while the torrent of fire fell in among them. The
men in the rear wave had two alternatives — to -make their way
forward and seek shelter in the ditch paraileling the road or to make
a dash for the woods from whence they had departed. Most of the
fourth platoon made their way to the . woods where they dug in and
prepared a defensive line. They too were subjected to intense drtil-
lery and direct fire from flak wagons in these positions. The second
platoon chose to use the ditch and moved forward to that position.
The ‘situation became more desperate with each moment. At this
time Pfc. Richard Jones made his way back to the woods, locatéd
enemy gun positions for artillery observers and then singlehandedly
strung a communications line from the woodds to Capt. Prince acx_dss
the ‘road. For his heroism and disregard for personal safety, Pfc.
Jones received the Silver Star.

This murderous fire continued all through the day and it wasn’t u'niil
dusk that Capt. Prince received orders to withdraw the remainder
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of .his company back to the.woods.  Under cover of darkness and
friendly, artillery fire the ragged.remnants of the Company stumbled
and crawled back. -It was a sorry spectacle, the living carrying the
half.dead, the.lesser wounded.struggling, back with.their more sarely
wounded comrades, others dragging themselves. out. by sheer: will-
‘power, the dazed and half crazed stumbling ahead, all of them leaving
this .hellish; place.. . Prayers. of thanks mingled with curses of hate.
This, was . the worst imaginable.. All. through the night and.early
morning the survivors returned.. Here.at Lemberg,valor showed.its
face.. Lt. Flanagan-received the Silver Star for heroism, a number. of
Bronze Stars.were. awarded to the survivors. who had distinguished
themselves. that day. The greatest number for Lemberg were the
purple Hearts.. Our losses that day were seventeen killed and thirty-
four wounded. Many others were. evacuated-for exposure, shell-
shock;, and .nervous conditions. . Only -a handful .of ‘those whaq . started
the attack ‘were -present_for the second. assault the next evening.,

On December 8th the tank-supported First Battalion in _a night attack
pushed into.the.town of Lemberg, obliterated. the. defenders and pro-
cegeded. to clear the town.,K December 9th. the town was entirely
cleared, .numerous prisoners taken.-and defensive positions .consoli-
dated.. In the evening of that day -the Company was relieved and
returned to .St. Louis for reorganization ‘and rest. :

For two days and two-nights the men rested, were given showers;

ot 77
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saw ‘a.tnovie and allowed.-to roam. It was here that on December
11th-the Wingen ..stock  was- -distributed.. - Several parties resulted,
numerous hang-overs,: and the memory ::of -the preceding days was
somewhat.dimmed. On December 12th-the'rest ended and the recently
reinfotced- Baker Company- once -again pushed. off.. Back through
Lemberg, down the Lemberg—Bitche Highway they moved. Pausing
shortly -at. Reyersvillers, the ‘nien again moved -toward the fortress-
hastion of Bitche. Taking positions-overlooking the ¢ity, they again
halted .to allow:the 398tk Infantry to bring up the right-flank. Au
enemy -pillbox on the road below. threatened the ddvance-of Com-
pany, ‘so. under covering fire from the “fouith. platoon.. With - his
platoon, -Lt, Flanagan stormed an -adjoining' house neutralizing both
it and the pillbox. This place is referred to as “Flanagan's Fortress".
During the next few ‘days-plans: were diawn up for the assaalt on
the city! During:this-timé. a temporary line ‘was set up .from the
“fortress” up -the adjoining hill to the left slope where it.linked with
Charlie Company’s positions. The city at this time was being softened
by dive-bombers, SP guns, 240’s and other types of artillery. It -was
then thiat von Runstedt's breakthioiigh in the Noith occurred. All
‘availgble-suppoit was pulied to the-Ardennes :and the siege of Bitche
abandoned. Due to- the untimely occurrence; the division was ordered
into ‘defensive positions. Extending farther to the left and covering
about a 700 yard front, the: Company dug in and took up. the defen-
sive role. One of the most thrilling stories of the Company’s history
was that of the episodé-of. the-College dé Bitche.. Here; five-hunidred
yards ahéad of the main line; six men existed on nerves, ten-in-one
rations, and vigilance. Under' constant observation and fire, they
held to their post for two weeks abandoning it only when the entire
line cracked.
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CHAPTER IV

Ditche Area

Life was uneventful and, except for guard and occasional artillery
and patrol action, quite calm.. Christmas Day was celebrated in dug-
outs and foxholes. The environment was different but the spirit the
same. Packages:were plentiful and the meal on Christmas was ex-
cellent. It was not as bad as expected here now. Just after Christ-
mas, however, German observation planes were more frequent visitors,
strange noises heard and movement increased. Trains (which later
proved to be phonograph records). were even. heard pulling into
Bitche. German patrol activity increased mnotably. It was New
Year’s Eve. The artillery had prepared to ring in 1945 with a bang,
but unforseen circumstances prevented the “festivities™. At 2330,
New Year’s Eve, a barrage of illuminating flares poured in. .The
German offensive had started.

Almost immediately communi-
cations. with all platoons amnd
with battalion ‘went out. The
outposts were overrun and an
initial assault made on the line.
The line held and the -enemy
pulled back and reorganized
It was during this first assault
that Sergeant Clfford LaBelle
manned his machine gun and
poured deadly fire into the
. enemy. He killed twenty and
wounded half a dozen more.
Through' out the night be kept
his gun in action and alone
greatly hampered the German
effort. Sergeant LaBelle, later

/A:fOXA/é’.{'é‘:; awarded the Silver Star and
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recommended for the Distinguisked Service Cross (which is now:pen=.
ding), was.captured when going to -the assistance of one of his crew.

The 117th Reconnaisance Troop was hit with-a tremendous attack and
forced to withdraw several thousand yards. Being. on the Company’s
nght flank, this withdrawal opened the complete ngbt flank of both
the battalion and the regiment to attack. Seizing this opportunity.
the Germans poured in and assailed the Company from the flank. A
temporary line was formed along the Bitche Highway made up of men
from C Company and the third and headquarters platoons. This line
took the brunt of the assault and after a terrific fire fight buckled.
The survivors retreated to the Company CP, a group of farm buil-
dings, ‘where -the next stand ‘was made.- " '

While the men at the CP were preparmg to make the next stand the’
other platoons were defending their positions above thche ‘from. the
German frontal assault. Thesé positions held throughout the ‘morning,
but becoming untenable, were evacuated through the seg:ond-an'_d third
battalion areas to the towns of Sierstal and Lambach where they reor-
ganized. Meéanwhile the situation at the CP was rapidly becoming
worse. Subjected to fire from thrée sides the buildings were evacua-
ted and under cover of artillery a withdrawal made. However, seven-
teen men who attempted to escape were captured by the enemy who.
had meanwhile infiltrated to the rear of the CP. Anmong the ambu-
shed were Capt. Prince and most of his headquarters platoon. It was
here that a jeep laden with wounded attempted to run the guantlet
of fire. The last heard of those men were screams of the wounded
and bursts of fire from enemy automdtic weapons. Nearly a dozen
escaped from the CP. however, by pulling back through enemy lines.
These made their way to the secondary positions occupied by the
second and third battalions. By the evening of January 1, 1945, only
a handful of the original Company was organized and billeted in
Lambach. The nearby towns produced many more of the Bakermen
and by two o’clock the next morning some ninety odd survivors
under the leadership of Lt. Harry Flanagan, reorganized and prepared
to move back into the fray.

Here the six survivors of the outpost in the College de Bitche made
their.appeatance. Without arms, covered with dirt, soot and refuse,



‘haggard but with undaunted’ spirits, they. once again found them-
selves back with their Company. _Hiding, dodging Nazis at every
turn, shooting and pummeling their way out of tight circumstances
they worked their way out of the college through the German lines
and finally into Our positions. During their escape they hid in the
'c'him’neYs‘bf the college, under tibles and piles of refuseé, in ‘aban-
doned Yoxholes all the timé under’ the Very noses of their pursuers.
Three over- mtelhgent Germans, notmg their locatioiis, were dlsposed
of and several mofe are listed as probables “ After their experiences
the “men asked Tor arms and a Tittle food and took their places w1th
the rest of the Company

As Company commander, Lt Flanagan led his depleted company. into
positions opposite Fruedenberg Farm and Fort Schiesseck in a former
‘French garrison and the surrounding area. Here the next thrust was
awaited, received and repelled. For ten days in open positions under
the heaviest of enemy artillery, mortar, rocket and small arms ﬁre,
the Company "held thesé positions. In “the heavy sx_mw and cold
weather, the’ illiéquipped and exhausted men, fed K and C rations
only, repelled enemy thrusts. day after day, .and night after night.-
Almost ‘suicidal’ posmons were’ estabhshed. qu)osts and listening
posts in ‘the open field before the “farm' and its network of pillbox
were manned Oneé’ of ‘these posmons ‘because of the incessant artil-
lf.ry, ‘meemie”, and sniper fire layed on it, bécame _known as “little
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Anzio“. Finally on 11 January 1945, the Second Battalion took over
the Company’s front and afforded the men of the Company .their fitst
rest in a month. Pulling back to the village of Lambach, Baker Com-

- pany -sought. and found.its first quiet since the enemy thrust. Even
shellfire. was experienced here, but after several days the Company
was.bolstered by a number of reinforcements,. issued new .clothing
and again took shape. After five days of rest.the battalion was aler-
ted.and.prepared .to move back-on line..

Manning the ridge beyond Glassenberg was the Battalion’s next task.
Baker Company moved into the furthest right position, adjoining that
of the 36th Division; opposite Spitzberg ridge. A mile to the front
lay Reyersviller, the former Battalion CP. On the Company’s right
was the Lemberg-Bitche Highway. In these positions a constant bom-
bardment was experienced and a series of counter-attacks repulsed.
Moartar bombardments were so heavy and accurate that it became a
Tisk even to leave one’s hole. Patrolling was frequent and very
hazardous and sniping became more than bothersome as the fire was
deadly. Casualties were numerous during the two weeks that the
men occupied these positions. ’ ’
Once again the Company was

relieved and -again the men ’
slogged their’ ;/vay back to

Lambach and a four day rest.

For the next fifty days this
procedure was repeated. Every
two weeks the Company would
be taken off line and given a -
week’s rest. During this time -
on Jine patrels were constant, -
sometimes - with ‘as..many. as -
four..going -out a night. . How-
ever, enemy frre--ivas encoun-
tered. less oftemr and ‘in smaller
quantities- and in all the ‘time
passed ‘much faster. :The time -
spent in rest was. divided- bet-
ween -loafing; -lectures, ;.,hik_es,




weapons firing ‘and . recreation. It was not too .bad now, even with.
the patrolling.

On.one. particular. February. night, 'the .third platoon was assigned the
task .of raiding. Fruedenberg and one .of its adjoining pillboxes. A
new experience .was. encountered when a. flame thrower. was ordered
to be employed in this.attack. T/5 Boyd Pike.carried this and led the
assault on the pillbox. Because. of heavy:enemy fire from .the farm-
house and another concealed machine gun, the raiders were forced
to. withdraw. Before leaving, however, T/5 Pike accounted for one
German crew with his flame thrower. The raid failed and Frueden-
berg continued to act as a thorn in the Company’s side even though
almost leveled by corps TOT’s and P-47 missions on it. Fruedenberg,
httle _Anzio”, Scluesseck and Spitzberg took ‘their toll until the’
15 March 1945.

On the morning of March 15th the defensive period ceased to exist.
In a coordinatéd smash the entire Seventh Army jumped off. Tanks,
artillery and the doughs of the unit surged forward. The Company’s
objective was the high ground overlooking Bitche to the left of the.
formerly held positions above that bastion. Crossing the iP at 0800,
the men slashed their way through opposing forces, up the _steep'
slopes and across-the mine infested obstacles. By noon the ground
was taken, along with several prisoners, the men emplaced, .and
every inch of lost ground recovered.

Mounting tanks at dawn the following morning, Baker Compdny
proceeded down to Bitche. Because of road blocks the men detrucked,.
marched out past Fruedenberg, past smoulding Schiesseck and down
into the dreaded city. In the shadow of the once mighty citadel the
citizens -of Bitche heralded the. men.. Not delaying the Company
quickly pushed through the throngs and proceeded toward the mili-
tary garrison just outside of the city. Near the outskirts of townlead
scouts of the. Company were fired on by a sniper. By quickly dispatch-
ing an BAR and a rifleman, the sniper was eradicated and the Com-
pany again moved forward. Leaving the city behind Baker Company
approached the stronghold-of Camp de Bitchée from ‘the right while
‘A Company struck from the left. Midway to the camp, machine gun
fire forced the men into' cover, inflicting casualities-on the point squad
made up of men from the Company. On the 1éft of the road a large



piltbex spat out'its lethal message, while form the-right ‘of the-road:
enemy’> machine -guns and riflémen-made it uncomfortable. Almost
immediately mortar fire began dropping in out he Company. Sizing
up the'situation Lt. William Sullivan, in'his first attack with-the €om-
pany,-tdok - his first platoon and ‘commenced to flank the pilibox.:
Meanwhile, Pfc. Llozd J.Smith ran -back-to-Bitche and’ relurned with
two-much needed tanks:-

When the tanks arrived, the situation found Lt Sullivan's platoon,
nearly surroundmg ‘the pxllbox wlnle ‘Lt. Flanagan in one tank and
Lt. Reid’ in"the other, directed point blank fire from the’ 76’s into the
enemy positions. -Finally,’ when in _position, the first platoon dssailed
the pilibox. Directing bazooka, BAR ‘and rifle fire into' the turrets
Lt Sullivan’s platoon. neutralized the position. Then moving alone
he personally accounted for .two Germans with carbine.fire and gre-
nades -and called out'some eighty-odd prisoners including a battalion
commander. Hustling. these prisoners back to the tanks and thence
back "to Bitche, the Company reorganized and again moved toward
the. garrison. For his' action against the enemy pillbox Lt Sullivan
has been reccommended for the Distinguished Service Cross.

Forsaking the road <and:using.a cross country route, the men pushed
‘on, stopping .only when _'pim_led down by enemy mortar. fire. Finally
at about 1500 hours the first buildings of the garrison were reached.
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Moving quickly into the center of the camp (already cleared by Able
Company) the platoons of the Company moved .out, cleared more
area and took up positions awaiting .orders. .As dusk approached a
terrific rocket and artillery barrage started. This continued. until
nightfall.. After the evening meal a-.quartering party was selected
and -sent to pick billets in Bitche. Later that evening after being
relieved by men of the 398th, the weary doughs plodded back to
Bitche and had a well deserved rest.

The next morning after a hearty breakfast, ammunition and rations
were_distributed and preparations made.to continue the chase. Here
Lt. Sullivan and most of his platoon, after remaining on line the pre-
ceeding evening, returned with eighteen more prisoners. This brought
the platoon’s toll of prisoners to over a hundred in less than twenty-
four hours.







CHAPTER V

The Chase

At 1100 hours the men once again said goodbye to Bitche and started
a long shuttle chase. Moving through several ghost towns. the race
continued for nearly fourteen hours. At about midnight the Company
crossed the last phase line and entered Germany. An enemy artillery
barrage was not long in.coming, but luckily it was. inaccurate. With
no communication or food or bed rolls, the men scraped themselves
shallow holes and settled down for the night. Early the next day
wire contact was made with battalion and preparations made for the
day's attack. Several hundred ydrds to the front lay the little town
of Hilst and beyond that the gleaming -dragon’s teeth of the vaunted
Siegfried Line. A patrol found Hilst unoccupied and preparations
were made to enter. Orders came down to hold ‘present . positions
and at nightfall to be relieved by elements of the Fist Division. At
last it seemed as though “B" Company would be relieved and retur-
ned to France for a rest. The shock came soon when 'word was recei-
ved that the Company was.to march about ten miles to an assembly
area where it organized for the assault on the Westwall. That evening
found a foot sore Company trudging its way down a winding river
valley, past artillery positions and tank parks, through sleeping
villages, and finally up the steep incline leading into the heavily
wooded assembly area. Not even delaying long enough to scrape
out shallow holes, the weary doughs spread their rolls and slept,
leaving only a minimum of men on guard.

The next morning immediately after breakfast, holes were dug, and
‘orders .were awaited. Maps came down, the officers were oriented,
and plans laid for the use of teams in the assualt on the Siegfried
forts, platoons splitting into various units each of a few men with.a
specific mission. . Church. services were held in the open and every
thing made ready for the move. Orders were delayed and the attack
which was to commence the following day -was postponed until the
next day. Utilizing the delay the Bakermen used the day in writing,



sleeping .or just relaxing. On 21 March, 1945 at 0800 the Company
boarded trucks and moved forward. toward the line. On the pre-
ceding day the line had cracked and broken, before.the overwhelming
forces attacking. The battered remnants of-the German defenders
were racing back towards the Rhine. with the American forces close
behind. The .orders .received were-to-pursue: the:enemy until con-
tact was made. . Roaring through battered towns, across open fields,
past wrecked- pillhoxes, -the Company proceeded towards-the Rhine
and the next.German line of defense. By-passing Zwiebrucken and
Pirmasens; the convoy raced down.the Hardt River Valley in the




shadow' of the towering- Hardt Mountains. .Scores of abandoned
vehicles, dead horses and scattered .équipment -lay -on. either side of
the road.” Passing-thousands-of liberated .laborers. and long: files: of
prisoners, the convoy .continued. until the Rhine -Plain- 'was reached.
Moving through: newly. capturéd -Neudstadt - the :Company halted .at
Diedersheim. Early thé next:morning the trucks were again boarded
and the Company- moved forward :again ‘into the town of: Maudach,
a suburb of the Rhine city of Ludwigshaven... Clearing. the town of;
Maudach the men setled down:and awaited. the move to Ludwigs-
haven. ~“The next. afternoon:the Company inarched two miles into
the next suburb. Reméinirig in Mundenheim for one evening, the
next move was into the central part of Ludwigshaven. Taking posi-
tions along the Rhine, the Company proceeded to clear their sector
of the city, capturing a few stragglers and would-be snipers. Here
the Company was subjected to intense direct fire from weapons
across the river and heavy sniper and machine gun fire. A few men
received mmor wounds .during this meve but by nightfall of the 24th
of March the Company was in position and awaiting the next move.
Remaining in these positions until. March 27th the men continued
their mopping-up and awaited the inevitable crossing. At 1330 on
March 27 the regiment was placed in corps reserve and B Company
pulled back to Moudach.

Once again a rest was afforded the battle-weary men and the luxury
of a shower found. Movies were.shown nightly during the reserve
period. Practice marches were taken and a light training schedule
was maintained. Meanwhile, the Rhine had been crossed at. Wworms,
the city of Mannheim . across from'Ludwigshaven stormed, and the
Germans pushed back and in full Tetreat. On the 30th of March the
Company again boarded trucks and 'set out after the fast fleeing
Wermacht

Racing through Ludwigshaven, across a newly erected pontoon bridge,
the ‘Rhine was crossed and Mannheim entered. Pausing only long
enough to observe the complete destruction of Mannheim, the convoy
raced. out toward Sinsheim. Late that afternoon the Company halted
in the huge railroad repair yards and the men settled down for the
evening. Early the next morning the Company moved out with its
final objective the town of St.Leon. After clearing a wooded area,
and receiving some artillery fire outside the town, the men discovered
that St. Leon had been taken by the French that morning. Pushing
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forward the Company.took the next town, Reilingen, and bedded down
‘for the evening. During the night French armor and infantry pushed
through. the town and captured the next day’s objective. Remaining
in Reilingen that day,.the Company was placed in reserve and there
awaited the next move. Early the next morning the Company pulled
out in convoy. The move was. to the to the city of:Waldorf which
had been taken the preceding day. Here a-day’s stay:was given the
men and church services held.

Just before noon on the following day tanks, TDs and trucks were
‘mounted and the Company raced past Sinsheim and into Steinfurt.
‘Several prisoners were taken here and resistance was. expected to
increase. At-0900 the next day the convoy was ordered to move -to
Schwaigern.. As.the.Company entered the town of Gemmmgen. the
town before Schwaigern, heavy enemy fire from SP.and arullery
guns held up the advance. Taking up positions in. this. town the
Company awaited the new attack orders. That aftemoon the first
platoon was called upon to cover C Company which had been trapped
in the woods. between Gemmingen and Schwaxgem. By movmg to
the besneged company’s right flank their withdrawal v_vas facilitated
and Charlie was relieved without further casualties. The platoon
then made its way back to Gemmingen and took .up positions. there.
All through the night the heavy bombardment continued. On the
next morning the-third platoon was getting its morning chow. when:it
was. -nearly fired upon by a French armored force that was. attacking
the town. The platoon informed the French that the town had been
taken and then continued with its breakfast.

At 2300 that evening tanks, TDs and trucks wereoncé_.again boarded
and the Company moved again toward the stronghﬁldidf' Heilbronn
on the Neckar River. On the the outskirts of Schwaigern a convoy
of French vehicles was encountered. These trucks had their head-
lights on and were affording the . enemy perfect -artillery targets.
After several minutes of combined sweating, swearing .and praying,
they were passed and the convoy contihued_. Movi_x_xg thr_ough- sleep-
ing_villages, illuminated by burning houses,-the canvoy raced uatil
the _-tbwn of Bockingen, a suberb of Heilbronn, was reached. Here
the Company raced, detrucked and marched into-the town. The area
assigned to the Company was the bombed-out railroad section of the
city. By 0300 the positions were occupied and the men billeted for
the night.
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- CHAPTER VI
Heilbronn & Flein

On 7 April 1945 the Company .moved into positions along the banks
of the Neckar River. This factory drea was subjected-to a terrific
volume of artillery fire.. Direct fire. from tanks;. anti-tank guns, and
38 ¢m, mortars poured in, and small arms fire hit the Company-simul-
taneouly. This fire. continued all.day and night. On .the 8th of April at
1100 hours, Company B crossed the Neckar on a.foot -bridge under
cover of a smoke screen which seemed ta draw. fire, the crossing thus
being made under intense bombardment. Several men were hit cros-
sing, one mortally. Moving into a factory; the Company reorganized
and pushed out again. Several blocks of housés were assigned to
the Company for clearance. Th’s took ’till evening to accomplish.
Several more casualties were sustained during- this operation. Fire
from factory bulidings and concealed nests harassed the men: Several
i of these were eliminated and-by
evening the objective -~ was
reached -Outposts were esta-
blished, and preparations were
made for -the evening. Early
-the next-morning the Company
moved out and continued -to
clear its assigned sectors.

One particular exploit on the
9th of April was the action of
Pfc. Arthur. Grimm. His pla-
-toon. ‘was- clearing a- block of
houses- when "a- German -tank;,
not aware of his- platoon’s pre-
sence, roared by. them-and into
the - midst. of ‘the Compdny:
.,- Seeing -this, Pfc: Grimm rushed
out into the open and fired his
bazooka at the tank. The tank
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wheeled around and came. storming .back toward Pfc. Grimm. He
calmly leveled his bazooka and fired. The tank came rushing towards
him. Pfc. Grimm fired again. The round hit the. tank -near the driver’s
compartment. . As" -the tank rolled to a stop, ‘he again fired; this time
a WP round; setung the tank aﬁre “As. the occupants spilled out they
"were mowed down by fire from the entire platoon. For his action
Pfc. Grimm has been reccommended for the Distinguished Service
Cross; . -The, toll taken . by. the.platoon:was..one Gérman. Panzer
Jaguar LV, two. enemy.dead and three :captured.- . Also.on that day
S/Sgt.: Pessiani. and :Giuseppi Peri,.a liberdted .Itdlian:partisan, nabbed
a_dozen prisoners.after a.small fire-fight andibitter. fist.fight.. .The
day’s. toll was then over thirty: captired, one.enemy tank .knocked
out,-and numerous enemy Xilled. .Out:.casualties were light while
those .of the enemy were comparatively hieavy.

For the next'two days the mopping up proceedure continued. ‘By this
time.the Company: had pushéd to the outskirts of the city and was
preparing to .storm the military™ garrison.. Shortly after noon on
12 April 1945 the.assault on Heilbronn’s garrison began.' Approaching
from :the. left flank, the Company-began its attack. Heavy- machine
gun, sniper'and small:arms' fire was encountered but entrance was
finally.gained and the clearance of the garrison commenced. After
six hours of searching, the last of the Germans were thrown out.
‘Sharp-fire fights marked the battle for the garrison with nearly thirty
more. prisoners being taken. “One man was killed and several woun-
ded from' the Company: in this attack. The next day was spent in
reorganiziiig-the Company, issuing equipment and ammunition, and
preparing for- the attack on the town of Flein.

Four kilometers from ‘the garrison was the smatl villdge of Flein. No
trouble was expected here but expectations were premature as the
‘town ' proved to be a hornet’s nest. Intense:machine gun fire was
encountered ‘ from: the' outskirts of Flein and from the high ground
beyond.” Through™ the almost’ single handed efforts of Lt George
Everétt -the town was entered without casualties, At the same time
Lt. Russell Lealiy distinguished himself by charging into the towm
with Lt. Everett and aiding in the capture of eighteen prisoners. These
two officers aided-greatly in the taking of the town by removing the
defense‘of one of it§ entrances! Pushing on through the town, taking.
several more prisoners in -the procedure, the men pushed out toward



the high ground beyond Flein. A patrol sent ahead to reconnaiter the
area was pinned down by the heavily entrenched enemy on this high
ground. Here Lt. Everett brought a tank up and personally manning
the 50 calibre machine gun on the tank, led the Compar):y in. stbrming
these positions. The enemy was routed and the Company ‘took over
these positions. Here the Company was subjected to a ternﬁc rocket
barrage. A large number of white phosphqrous shells qlso fell around
the men. Casualties were nil and after postlng several qutposts on
the ridge, the rest of the Company pulled back -to Flein for the
evening. During the evening several moare pnsoners were taken
when they came into the town unaware of the Company’s presence.
For their action-that day Lt Everett has been reccommended for the
Distinguished Service Cross and Lt Lealry has received the Silver Star.
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CHAPTER VIX

“[he Final Drive

Remaining in Flein for a day, the town was.thoroughly chetked by the
men, ammunition distributed and plans laid for the next attack. After
the evening meal orders were received to take the high ground beyond
the .area taken the previoud night. Baker Company was placed in
reserve, but when C Company was pinned down a few kilometérs bey-
ond Flein, the orders were changed and the Company was committed.
Leaving the town at dusk with -two accompanyidg tanks, the. men
proceeded to-the place whete C Company was hald up. The tanks'
were forced to abandoned the attack due to numerous roadblocks.
Eeaving the- tanks behind -Lt. Flahagan_led bis imen over a .heavily
wooded hill towards the enemy strongpoint. Several times the men
were forced to lay low while eriemy barrages fell in among them.
Several men ‘were wdunded on this hill. Sending thess men back to
Flein, thé Company moved up
again until pinnéd down by
automatic - weapons fite. By
- this time. the roadblock bhad
- beett removed and. the tanks
allowed to move forwatd. The
tanks destroyed -this ehem¥y.
position and C Company uider
cover of darkness pulled back
into Flein. In compliance with
orders the Company  pushed
ahead until at. 2300 the des-
ignated objective was reached.
' .With 'no ‘cdmniunication with
the rest of “thé battalion and
without' bedrolls ‘or -blankets
the - men dug: in, established
perimeter defense, and got as
- much rést as possible. During
- fhe ."might :more ' roadblocks -




were cleared and by early morning the road wasopened. TDs moved
into position, wire contact was established, and hot chow brought up
to the weary men. On the afternoon of April 16th the Company
pulléd out of these positions and hiked to the town of Wustenhausen.
No resistance was encouniered here although later that afternoon
one German was captured when he came riding into town on a
bicycle. Soime eneniy artillery fite fell on the town but no casualties
were: inflicted.. When C Company, sent a motorized patrol of platoon.
strength to reconnoiter the area ahead and had it cut off and nearly
destrayed,.Lt. Flanagan led a platoon of the Company .to the trapped
men's: rescue. - After successfully accomplishing this rescue the pla-
toon. returned to Wustenhausen and bedded down_for the night..

On- 17th of April the Company.moved back to Unter-Gruppenbach
where trucks were boarded. The next move was to Unter-Henriet
where the men detrucked and set off on the long and rugged trip to
Gagenbrerg. .:Marching quickly .through the town the men.started the
trip ;up- the steép incline to,the comimnanding ground.above. After
seyeral hours of toil ¢he heights were gained. Positions were dug
while heavy enemy artillery fire fell among the men. Late in the after-
noon orders.were reéceived to continue the attack. Pushing out under
arfillery fire.the Company pressed the attack. Somehow the road to
Gigenherg (was mmissed . and- the Company proceeded towards a
hea¥ily defended- enemy strong-point. The Company moved ahead
into_a large canyon-unaware of the prepared ambush ahead. Before
going..too ‘far into the canyon, reconnaisance patrols were sent
ahead. These patrols discovered heavily defended positions and a
multitude of Germans. -From several prisoners taken here the trap
was discovered. : At the same-time the Company received orders to
withdraw from-Battalion. Even as the withdrawal started the Com-
pany.-was discovered and an terrific hail of enemy fire poured in. The
20:am- cannon,; heavy machine .gun and rifle fire was overwhelming.
Finally, -after . ctawling or-stumbling, the men made their way back
and.71eorganized. :Several .more prisoners were taken by the Com-
. pany -and-Sent back to. Battalion. Several men were wounded, two
of.them mortally. The, Company then dug in and awaited the decision
of: the Battalion Commander -on the attack.

“The town must be taken at:all costs”, was the order from the Com-
mandinig Officer; so stiimbling forward again a night attack was made
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on Gigenberg. Approaching the town .from the north, the men
proceeded.down a narrow road uatil the.houses of the town appeared.
The Company then formed a skirmish line and pushed on through: the
orchard .and field on.either side of the road. As the gutskirts .of .the
town loomed ahead, the line was.challenged .and fired. upon by an
enemy machine gun. Pfc. Robert Reynolds distinguished.himself by
_returning this fire with his BAR, killing one.of the:gun's crew .and
routing the rest of the.enemy. This position destroyed, entrance to
the town was gained. As the men.closed in.on the test of the.town
intense. fire from a flak-wagon until knocked out.by return fire... Some
artillery fire also fell in on the town but. it- was .blindly.fired and.no
casualties resulted from it. By 2300 the town was entirely secured,
defenses .established.and the Company settled. For his .action during
the. assault on.(Gagernberg, Pfc. Reynolds has:been reccommended
for .the Distinguished .Service Cross.

Early on the morning of April 18th, a Getman patrol made its way
back into Gagernberg, fired four panzerfausts and pulled back as
silently as they had appeared. It was that evening that Lt. Flanagan
received a promotion and became Capt Flanagan.

The 20th of April was spent moving to and organizing in the mar-
shalling area at Nassach. Attack orders were received and the next
day the Company pushed off with Backnang as its objective. Moun-




ting tanks: and -TDs -the men raced threugh Sulzbach and Oppenwats
tern -reaching Backnang at about 1400 -that afternocon. -Delaying only
while a bridge was being repaired, the attack continued with-Winenden
now as the goal. On the outskirts.of Hertmannsweiler enémy resistance
was encouritered. A .well concealed:anti-tank- gun- kiiocked out the
lead tank, killing two men and wounding several others:- One man
died of wounds later. About seven Germans were taken in this town .
as the Company moved in and settled. About 2300 a 'night. attack
was ofdered on Winenden. The convey again moved out atd redched
the outskirts of Wenenden at midnité. The village priest in ordeér-to
sdve tha cily from furthet destruction offered.to take the Company
into .the town without arousing enemy suspicion. - He leéd the Com:
pdiiy to a.bridge on the end of town and-showed the men a route
into thé center of town by which they. codld c¢apture the- défenders.
However, a problem was presented wheii two -five  hundred -peund
bombs. The town, illuminated by several burning houses, was entered,
and breathless labor, several man of the third platoon .removed these
bambs. The town, illuminated by several burning houses, . was eitered,
ten German defenders captured and an entire enemy field hospital,
staff and patients taken. By 0200 the town was secured; outposts
situated and communications established.

On the foliowing day, April 21st, the Company moved to Stetten on
tanks and TDs. No opposition was encountered here .and twenty-three
Germans were taken prisoner. Here the Company. settled and pre-
pared for the next day’s operation. At 1300 the next day the men
started to clear the woods near Hagensberg, later entering the town.
By evening the Company had the town thoroughly cleared and the
men prepared for a few days stand. -For the n_éxt-few days the sur-
rounding towns were searched for contraband and patiolled. The men
received clean clothes, cigarette rations,.and made.in general more
comfortable. Finally the Division was. pulled off the line and the
Company moved to Stuttgart. This was on the 27th of.April.’

Seeking out billets in the bomb-shattered city, thie men found them-
selves in one of the most devastated cities:in .Euro'pe. As there were
still snipers in the city and ‘as the French were still clearing.the Ger-
mans from the outskirts, there was still a considerable amount of
firing going:on. After a few ‘days these semaining defenders were
pushed out and were finally pulled away from the battle-weary Baker-



fen. It was difficult to'believe that.this was-se. Here after-oné hun-
dred and-seventytodd days of combat, tha-war was tetpotarily over
for the exhatsted men.

A bevy of reinfotcements bolstered the Coripany and ‘once again -full
strength- was reached:” Occupatiomal ‘duties were expected “so the
necessary’ preparations were made. On- { May 1945 the Company
received its first job along ‘occupational lines. Moving to the town
of Ebersbath, the men searched it for weapons, established patrols and
check points. ‘A-training schedule was set up and an athletic progrart
started. Movies-were shown for the men for the first time since Mou-
dach. On 6 May 1945 the cease fire order was given'to the men and
two days later V-E Day was proclaxmed The next day was celebrated
with a victory parade after which ‘a holiday for the Company was
declared.

On the 10th of May tir¢ Company assumed ihe occupation of Béimer:
stetten, a small town near Ulm. Remaining here, regular occupational
work was carried on while the Company gradually adapted itself to
the rigors of peacetime army life. On the 20th of May the Company
again moved, this time to the
village of Uhingen. From this
time on full occupation work
was undertaken. From Uhingen
Baker Company moved to Nur-
tingen, from Nurtingen to Ilin-
gen and finally from  Illingen
to the Horst-Wessel school in
Knittlingen. A regular training
schedule complete with hikes,
lectures and demonstrations
began in earnest. Athletic
schedules, orientation periods,
movies and plays, an occa-
sional show in Stuttgart and
the Ceompany bar provided
other diversions.

Rumors had the Division in the
ETO until fall, others had it
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ready. far..redeployment. directly - to..the.Pacific, while: still others
talked of.Christmas.at. home in 1946.. . The first; two .weeks-in August
brought . about. considerable changes. First the: atom..bomb .was
employed in the Japanese war and then the Division alerted for rede-
ploymeant home in November. Feverishly struggling through recerds,
plles of:equipment and stacks.of unﬁmshed work, the men of. the
Company prepared for.the expected and. long awaited. journey .home.
After seven days. of sweating, the. war with Japan suddenly ended.
'I'he hopes- of many fell along with the thankful. relief brought with
the momentuous .news. As. expected.the. dream vanished with. the
revocation of the alert orders.and since then. the monotony of. occu-
pation tesumed.

What future ,lies ahead for us is unknown but at least a brief.look .at
this unit’s history is contained in this book. As brief a testimonial
as it is, this book is intended to serve as a memorial to all of those
men who have faithfully served in Company. B.
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PRESIDENTIAL
ﬁiﬁaﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ@sm . CITATION 23. July 1945

BATTLE HONORS ~CITATION OF-UNIT

By direction of the President, under the provisions of Section IV,
Circular Number 333, War Department, 1943, and with .the approval
of the Army Commander, the following named organization is cited
for outstanding performance of duty in action:

THE FIRST BATTALION, 399TH INFANTRY REGIMENT is cited for
outstanding performance in combat during the period 16 November 1944
to 17 November 1944, near Raon L’Etape, France. Overlooking the im-
portant Muerthe River City of Raon L’Etape, in the thickly forested
foothills of the Vosges Mountains, is a hill-mass known as Tete Des
Reclos. This high ground, affording perfect enemy observation, barred
an assault upon the vital communications city. On the rainy morning
of 16 November, the First Battalion launched an attack to clear the
enemy from these strongly fortified Rill positions. Fighting through
the dense, pine forest under intense enemy artillery, mortar, machine
gun and auto‘ma_ﬁé weapons fire, the First Battalion, after three
hours of effort, drove across a trail circling the base of the hill-mass.
A withering, forty-five minute artillery preparation at this point
proved ineffective against the deep, concrete and log covered enemy
bunkers built into the side of the hills, and it soon became evident
that basic infantry assault was the only feasible method for driving
the enemy from their positions. In a fierce, close-in, small arms. fire
fight, which increased in fury as they climbed the precipitous slapes,
the First Battalion wormed their way toward the top of ‘Hill" 4628,
key to the énemy’s defenses. Battling against fanatical enemy resi-



stance, they ﬁ_xfz;l]y‘.'_FQAghpd._ﬁthé"'vcm_as't_._,,"Bi'ttex‘j,'hand—tq.—hand fighting
developed as the enemy hurled repeated counterattacks against the
inspired infantrymen. Once “thie. First'Battalion was driven from: the.
hill-top, but rapidly regrouping, they tegained their positions. At dark.,:
the enemy finally withdrew, leaving the First Battalion in possession
of high ground. Throughout, supplies had to be hand carried up the
steep slopes under continuous enemy fire. Only the teamwork, coor-
'dmaixon and deterxmnahon of all- elements in: 1.h15 heroxc Battahon.
made the success of this attack possible, opemng the gateway through
the Vosges Mountains to the Alsatian Plains beyond.

BY :COMMAND OF. BRIGADIER GENERAL MURPHY:

L.O. K[LGORE
~ Colonel -GSC-
Chief of. Staif
‘OFFICIAL:
BYRON C'DE LA ‘MATER
Lt Col AGD ~
Adjutant. General :
DIS‘[‘RIBU’I'ION

" “A” & BB"
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The following men were transfered from the division
since 6 October 1944:

NAME

Allen, Lee R.
Anderson, Howard

Betsworth, Maurice L.

Blizard, Robert A.
Bochniak, Joseph N.
Borders, John W.
Boerstler, Montie H.
Bower, Irving W.
Boyers, Lester J.
Bradley, Andrew W.
Brayall, Russell E.
Brygidyr, Michael
Buck, Earl C. .
Bundy, Albert C.
Carlisle, William F.
Cemelli, Salvatore T.
Cation, Paul C.
Cramer, Robert E.
Dawe, George W.
DeGarmo, Arthur C.
Dickerson, Harvey E.
DeLuca, Valentine. J.
Doak, Merlin E.
D’Onofrio, Anthony
Dulaney, Carl L.

Evans, Thomas. Q. Jr. .

Fager, Harold A.
Finocchio, Albert H.
Freitag, Norman D.
Frey, Lewis T.
Fullmer, Paul R.
Gibson, Douglas H.

Gielarowski, Joseph'N.

Graff, John F.
Graham, George C.
Granitz, Rohert
Gratopp, Mason S.
‘Greer, William B..
Grzetich, Joseph S,
Hammond; Gerald E..
Harshman, Charles G,
Hedrick, Ralph' H.
Heiberg, Arthur L :

HOME ADDRESS

RT #2, Brookston, Texas

6 W, 104th St, New York, N. Y.
Merrill, ITowa

48 Jefferson St, Milford, Mass. .

1423 4th St. NE, Minneapalis, Minn.
325 McBrayer St, Shelby, N.C.

738 N. Rockford Ave, Tulsa, Oklahoma
RR 31, McHenry, Illinois. -

RT#2, Morgantown, W. Va.

RT #:1, Bax 21, Elida, New Mexico

2 Nudd St, Waterville, Maine

306 E. 5th St, New. York, M. Y.

RFD 36, Duluth, Minn.

37 Grove St,.Norwich, Conan.

Kadoka, S.D.

314 6th St, Hoboken, N.J. .

1014 W. Armstrong Ave, Peoria, Illinois
633 Penn Ave, Elmira, New York

406 W.39 St,. Terrace, Kansas City, Mo.
RFD #1, Schuylerville, New York

613 Wilmer Ave, Anniston, Alabama
1202 Raymond St, Schenectady, N. Y.
RFD 42, Easton, Maine

1704 E. N.Y. Ave, Brooklyn, New York
RT #:2, Fulton, Miss.

722 E. 3rd South, Salt Lake City, .Utah
Box 514, St, Paul, Kansas.. .

6125 Reedland St, Phila, Pa.

300 Malveme Drive, Syracuse, N. Y.
Slateford, Pa.

219 Southern Ave, S. Williamsport, Pa.
305 ‘Beach St, Chaska, Minn.

5149 Hendersaon St, Chicago, Illinois
RFE #1, Rural Valley Arms, Pa. -
321 W. McMicken Ave, Cinn, Ohio

279 Division "Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y.

951 Clark Road RR 2, Birmingham, Mich
Bax 155, Dadeville, Alabama

7526 'W. 58 St, Summit, Illinois.. *

10'/2 Parry St, Hudson Falls, N.Y.

. 904 Chestnut Ave, Trenton, Neéw Jersey

118 Hawthorne St, Belmont, N.C. .-~
Littlefork, Minn.



Hetlie, Norman R.
Herzfeld, Robert C.
{nman, Floyd B.
Epperson, Jack L.
Jennings, Dale G.
James, Sam L.
Jones, Jack K.
Jones, Richard J.
Jordan, William C,
Kahn, Adolph R. Jr.
Karas, Richard J.

Kauffman; Romain F. Sr.

Kimm, Howard F.
Mitchell, Walter.E. Jr.
Murphy, Edward J.
Metro, Jack D.
Lyden, Thomas M.
Libuda, John H.
Leggett, Robert A.
Krut, Robert P.
Neville, John S.
‘O'Brien, William T.
Pawloski, Leons. Jr.
Pendleton, Warren K.
Persiani, Atmando V.
Pike, Wiltiam C.
Plummer, Clifford E.
Prada, Norbert R.
Press, Lewis

Price, Johnnie M.

Purczinsky, Julius O. Jr.

Pyles, John L.
Rafferty, Clement J.
Ramsey, James C.
Ramynke, Paul V.
Reavis, .Leonidas O. Jr.
Reed, James

Richard, Roger A.
Reyna, Ishmel F.
Richardson, Earl W.
Rossman, Martin
Rudin, Sidney S.
Rust, Ralph R.

Salter, Lloyd G.
Shemet, Benjamin G.
Silvia, George M.
Simmons, Winfield H.
Skelton,: Wiltard B. Jr.
Skorets, Gilbert F.
Smythe, Walter F.

, 13 Wetmore, St, Keene, N.H.

2837 Marietf Ave, Milwaukee, Wisc.

~RR #3; Winslow, -Indiana

RT #1, Cleveland, Tenn.

. RT #1 Hamilton, Montana
. 42 Hart St, Unfon, S. C.

801 Ft Worth St, Weatherford, Texas
Dewey, Illinois

. 2034.North St, Portsmouth, Va. -

1101 Malinche St; Laredo, -Texas

3624 N.Francisco.St, Chicago, Illinois"
14 Gilbert. St, E. Stroudsburg, Pa..

442 Hillside. Avenue, Orange, New. Jersey
110 W.Central Ave, Franklin, Mass.
12:Portland: Ave, Dover, M. H.

RT 41, Pitcairn, Pa.

150 Park Ave, Portland, Maine

57 Pond St, Ludlow, Vermont

589.6th. Ave, Watervliet, N.Y.

83 Harding Ave,.Lynbrook, L.1. N.Y.
3919 Gen Taylor'St, New Orleans, La.'
2112 Savin Ave, W. Haven, Conn.
Byron Center, Michigan

2706. Brentwood RD N.E., Wash, D. C
147 Klockner Road, Trenton. N. Jersey
216 Wood Ct, Wilmette, Illinois

212 Broom St, Trinidad, Colorado

66 Pinckney St, Boston, Mass.

1075 Grand. Concoourse, .Bronx, N. Y.
RT 43, Matthews, N. C.

RT #2, Lorena, Texas

RT 44, Silver Hill, Md.

1 Park St, Housatonic, Mass.

Hot Springs, N.C.

113 6th St, S. E., Whatertown, S.D.

‘Manson, N.C.

Hazard, Kentucky:

40-Albion St, Fall River, Mass.
9807 Bandera’ $t, Los Angeles, Cal..
Neosha, Mo.

2061 High Sf, Cainden, N. J.

317 Forest Ave, Cinn, Ohio

3503 McCleilan Ave, Detroit,: Mich.
209 Keeta, Ottumwa, Iowa:

1440 S.51st St, Cicero, 1llinois
Brownell’s .Lane, Portsmouth, R. L.
429 E. Markef St, Marietta, Pa.
506: W. 13-St, Cameron, Texas

816 W. Markef St,” Scranton, Pa.

775—10th-Ave. N., South StPaul, Minn.



Spear, Edward C.
Stefurak, Paul S.
Stratton, Hal
Sweeney, George J.
Tepperman, Seymour
Thompson, Norwood
Tomeczyk, Stanley A.
Trotter, Dossie W.
Turk, Edward M.
Ulrich, Carl H
Verhovsek, Frank
Vodicka, Raymond W.
‘Warrick, Donald E.
Weiss, Arthur S.
Watson, Henry E.
Wyatt, Curtis B.

- West Brooklyn, Maine

87—87 116th.St; Richmond Hill L. I, N. Y.
480 S. Euclid Awve, Pasadena, Cal.

443 W. Broadway, S.Boston, Mass.

204 E. Price St,. Linden, New Jersey

11 Ave B., New Bern, N.C.

86 Jabez Street, Newark, N, J.

. RFD #3, Erin, Tenn.

56 W. Summit St, Alliance, Ohlo .
RT 2 330' A, Michigan City, Indiana
914 E. 150 St Cleveland, Qhio -
4333 Gannett Ave, St. Louis,’ Mo.
RFT 4t1, Barnesville, Ohio

201 -W. 105th St,.New York, N. Y.
RFD 32, Valley Station; Kentucky
RT d4t1 Box 278, I-!arriman, Tenn.

KILLED IN ACTION -

Albano, Russell L.
Bader, Henry L. Jr.
Blake, Robert G.
Blake, Wilfred K. Jr.
Briggs, Phillipp' M.
Cassaro, Santo P.
Clark; Harold H.
Dixon, William A. Jr
Gentry, Raymond L.
QGraham, Edwin F.
Grzelecki, Edward
Hale, Daniel R.
Higley, Richard L.
Hollander, Donald N.
Huffman, Yale K.
Ignatowski, Norbert

Jolinson, Howard L. Jr.

Lee, James
-Luebbert, John F,
Marin, Arthur E.
Martinez, Mike A.

" McCreary, John P.
Moore, Donald R.
Nemetz, Henry L
North, George F.
Owens, Lawrence W.
Pisowicz, Edward J.
Reklinski, Edmund F
Salerno, Joseph
Schubert,:Herbert \W.

249 Fenwick St, West Haven, Conn.
85-Marquand-Ave, Yonkers, New York
Gen Del, E. Palestine, Ohio

27 Academy Road, Madison, N. J.
1921 S. 16 St, Lincoln, Neb. .

78 St. Nicholas Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y.
RD #1, New Cumberland, W. Va.
1315 N. 9th St. Waco Texas

RT 31, Bonmaire, Georgia

RT 31, Raleigh, N. C.

Ashuelot, N. H. :

RT #2, Alexandria, Tenn.

17722 Horace St, San Fernando, Calif.
7905 Sleaford Place, Bethesda, Md.
Route 32, Leesburg, Ohio

2022 S. 6th St,”Milwaukee, Wisé.

149 E. Ocean Ave, Norfolk, Va.

436 Cottage Home St, Los Angeles, Cal.
Argyle, Miésouri - '
335 10 St,- Oshkosh, Wlsc_onsm

2738 W. Holden ‘Place, Denver, Col.
College Corner, Ohio

- SilversLake N. H. .

2202 Rural St, Rockford, Illinois

-329 Linden Ave, Newport, Kentucky

Menno, S.D..
25 Uxor. Way, Piftsburgh, Pa.

.. 4698 ‘McGregor Ave, Newburgh Hgts, Ohio

102" Wilson St, Providence, R. L

-. 5926 Bingham.St,-Rhila,.Pa.-..



Scott, Claude H.

Shephard, Notman D.

Sims, George E. .
Spencer, Milton N.
Stephens, Joe.B.
Titus, Charles R.

Underwood, Daniel.J.

Velie, David S.
Vender, Robsert
Wade, EvansW.,
Wright, James M.
Zuvella, TonyJ.

Box 294 Ringgold, La.

RT 35, Bay City, Mich.

Hughes, Ark.

RT 4t1, Bernie, Mo.

Box. 235, Alto, Georgia

RFD 34, Purcellville, Va.

315 Pine St, Fayetteviile, N. C.
608'/2 N.Lawe St Appleton, Wisc.
17 Ludwig S§t, W. Brighton, - New York
Raymondville, Mo.

Box 85, Park, W. Va. .

RT 41, Box 30, Bellaire, Ohio

*MISSING IN.ACTION

Princeé, Altus E.
Callahan, Edward C.
Callahan, Thomas J.
Gonzales, Sautiago
Howarth, Raymond S. -
Kimm, James W.
LaBelle, Clifford W.
Lowe, Glenn C: Jr.
Matrafailo, Paul G.
Muller,-Richard-
Oliva, Vinc¢ent J.
Perrymand, Kirby D
Porter, Robert C.
Portwood, Kenneth
Prescher, Walter E.
Pulkas, Walter W.
Rickert, John E. .’
Robinson, Roy L..
Satoski, Julius M.
Shafran, Leo-.:
Shea, Vincent J.
Spato, Paul.C. .

Squillante, Gaetand Jr.

Tabisel, Solomon
Watkins; Forrest A.

‘2601 Prkwy Phil. Penn.

2615 South St, Phila, Pa.

-103 Orange Road, Montclair, N. J.

Box 795 Mercedes, Texas

2737 Center St, Magna, Utah.

Marengo, -lowa.

2109 Eshcol Ave, Zion, Illinois

3962 Blake St, Denver, Colo.

Route 59, West Nyack, N. Y..

1646 Wi Washbume Ave, Chicago, i,
28—17 Astoria Blvd. Long Island City, N.Y,
1501 ' W. Day- St, Denison, Fexas

Box 82 Springfield Ave, New Provid. N.J.
RED #1, Midway, Kentucky

“West 23 S. tst. St, Estherville, fowa

Trout Creek, Ontonagon, Michigan

195 Kirlyn Ave, Upper-Darby, Pa.
Windom, N.C.

10-Mravlay. Manor, Elizabeth, N. J.

3016 Sunnyside Ave, Chicago, fllinois _ . .

1851 Greenport Road, Far-Rockaway, N.Y,

1101 N. Howard Ave, Tampa, Fla.

" 4404 Ave J., Brooklyn, New York
2500 Holland Ave, Bronx, New York
' RT #2, Curtis,. Oklahoma

Roster -~ 1t September 1945+

Adamcek, Chas. S.-
Cote, LeRoy J.

Coburn, Winston G.
Kellehr; WmT :

936 Necpsic Rd, Glastonbury, COﬂIL
. Holcombe Rust; Wisc. -

RFD 42, Strafford, Vt.

1447 Easl 92 St, Brooklyn, N Y

°} Some of the ahova—meniliave- been'hberateddnce ihis list was ccmpded.-



Watson, James. A.
Corsiglia, Gus L.
Graham, Frank R.
Hass, Harold W,
Hawes, Joseph W,
Hicks, Carl

Jones, John R.

King, Claude H.
.Lane, Porter W.

Price, Daniel M.
Reppert, Milton E.
Rooney, Jr., Walter J.
Syverson, Carl L.
Timko, George T.
Campbell, Franklin B.
Couch, Ralph N,
Fleck, Carl E.
Forderer, Jr., Arthur E.
Hal}; Williaf R. -
Kelly, Leo J. .
Metzger, Donald D.
Silvoy, Andrew .M.
Trull, Ishmeal A
Webb, Alvin B..
Wesolowski, Bérnard.
Zazaluc, Walter S.
Christensen, Arthur L.
Derreberry, Mackie
Tilson, J. A. -
Anderson, Russell E.
Carpenter, Parker L.
Diamantos, Geotgé L.
Fenlon, Raymond H.
Fries, Clayton H.
Fuchs, Joseph.D.
Garcia, Manuel
Micek, Stephen L. -
Ryner, Clarencée:A.
Tarsel, Anthony J.
Teahan, John'H.
Thomsberry;’ Edd
Watkins, Jack §. -
Beacham Jt.; Leon D..
Hart, Lloyd W
Heller, Homer J.* -
Hermance, Samuel W.
Karcher, Edward E.
McKissic, Robert B.
Pike,-Boyd R:" -
Risnychok, ‘Walter :L.~

RFD 33, Seymour, Tenn. -

5338 N.-Western Ave, Chicago, Ill
12214 12th Ave, Seattle, Wash.
1103t Detroit- Ave, Cleveland, Ohlo
-37 Furness:St, Revere, Mass.

1305 Windsor Ave, Bristol, Tenn
6731 Cherry Ave, N.Long Beach, Cal
Swarnton, -Md.

Rt. 34, Mt.-Airy, N.C.

‘871 W, 29th St, Indianapolis, Ind.
3363 Harbor View Drive, San-Dieago, Cal.
1736 Audubon St,-New Orleans. La.
26 Norfolk St, Cranston, R.1 :
106':S. 10t/2 1 St, Terre Haute, Ind.
419 Idaho- St, Farrell, Pa.

Rt. #4, Broken Arrow, Okla.

1520 Penn Ave, Wyomissing; Pa.

60 Crest Rd., Piedmont, Cal.

2137 Franklin Ave, Morton, Pe.

1515 West ST, Utica, N.Y.

Box 15, Terrace Drive; Shavertown, Pa.
211 Carbon’ St, Bethlehem, Pa.

Rt. #1, Linden, Tenn.

Rt. .33, Corvalis, Ore.

102 Morgantown Rd., Redding, Pa
704 Cauldwell Ave, New York, N.'Y.
208 S. Franklin-St, Greenville, Mich.
Marble, N. C.

Rt. 42, Erwin, Teéenn.

Ellison Bay, Liberty Grove, Wxsl -
1201 Hazel, St, Charlottesville, Va.
4420 W. Congress St, Chicago, IiL
2131 15tk St N. W., Wash D.C-
740 Munster St, Council Bluffs Iowa
1658 Moss St, New Orleans,-La. ~
P.O. Box, $308, San Benito, Texas
2817 N.Hancock St, Phila., Pa.

Rt. 44, Snohomniish Wash.

1026 ‘W. Sprule S$t, Shamokin, Pa.
1813 Wieman Ave, E. St.Louis, Ill
Kite, Ky

610 Putnam S$t, Parkersburg, W Va.
901 N.Jefferson, St:Dublin, Ga.
Shreveport,-La.

535 Church St, Lebanon, Pa.
Rosendalée-Ulster Co., N. Y.

7404 Colgate Ave, Cleveland Ohié-
-302 2nd Ave; Apt. F-Phenix Cny, "Ala;
Rt. #1, Tallapoosa, Ga.

2820 Columbia- Ave, Philai,: Pa



Abraham, Michael
Adams, Henry C..
Addis, Max E.
Archer, Edwin A.
Arthur, Burl J.
Ashworth, Charles E.
Baker,-Meril C.

- Barker, George K.
Barringer, Robert D.
Bashore, Jay L.
Bennett, Ralph W,
Bowers, Harry G:
Bradley, Louis E.
Burkhalter, John Z.

Callarman, Kenneth L.

Calkins, Leland E:
Cardosa, David
Carey, Paul
Cassiani, Dante L.

Catalano, Chesterm T.
Christensen; Robert H.

Cohen, Strvon
Coleman, Lonnie A.
Collier, Clifton H.
Collins Jr., Charles R.
Corbett; Arlington JI.
Cornet a, Carmen- J.
Delano, Wilbur B.
DeStefano, Andrew J.
DiMatteo, Anthony F.
Donaghey; Manson A.
Douglas, Robert H.
Duggan Jr.,
Eakin, Brooks

Erk, William C.
Fabre, Everette W.
Farine Jr., Frank
Ferguson, Dewey E.
Fox, David M.
Frey Sr., Harold A.
Gagne, Armand
Garsian, Robert
Coldberg, Bernard
Gray, Roy L.
Greene, Carl W. ..
Griffin, Harold R..
Grimm, Arthur C.
‘Guest, Roy O.:
Hall, Lloyd R.
Hamby Sr., Glen M.

Charles J.

310 E. 16th Ave, Homestead, Pa.
Applmg, Ga. )
3219 Fairfield Ave, Cmcmnatl Ohio
Box 16,.Keating Summit, Pa.

Rt. $#3, Johnson City, Tenn.

‘1 N.Exum St, Johnson City, Tenn.

568 W_Lawson St; St. Paul, Minn.
10 Upton Ave, Battle Creek, Mich.,
842 W. Center St, Fostoria, Ohio

42 N. Chestnut St,-Palmyra, Pa:

Box .185, Mayer, Arizona .

338 E ist North St, Morristown, Tenn.
3622 Elmley Ave, Baltimore, Md.,

Gen. Del., Langdale, Ala. .

Rt. 41, Downers Grove, Jll

801 N. Federal St, Mason City, Towa
Rt. 41, Box 320 B, Weslaco, Texas .
Arrowsmith, Il

360 Langley: Rd.; Newton Center, Mass.
231 E 151 St, Bronx, N.Y.

Mt. Pulaski, Hl. -

105 Kennedy St, NW 3206, Wash- D C..

-Cottonwood; Ariz.

210 Fulton St,. Je.ffersonvme, Ind..
801 S. Main . St,"Highpoint, N. C.

Rt. #2,-Vernon, Ala.

28 Proctor Ave, Revere, Mass:
Warsaw, Va.

368t/2 5th'St, Jersey City, N. J.
739 Annin St,.Phila., Pa.
RED. #7, Drew St, Concord Hgts, N.H.
1226 Rhode St, Kenosha, Wis. :
2169 Coleman St, Brooklyn, N..Y.
Zona, ' W.Va

-1019 Court ‘St, Honesdale. Pa.,

Gen. Del,, Berwick, La.

Box 279, Grindstone, Pa. -

Gen. Del., St, Pittsburg, Tenn.

Rt. 31, Alexandna, Mo. . .-

401 E Goepp St; Bethlehem, Pa

63 A. Jackson St, Laconia, N.H.
4813 Broadway-Union City, N.J.
275 Genesee Pk. Dr., Syracuse; N. Y.
King, Texas

217 Morrison St, Shelby, N. C.

115 Clifford St, Muscatine, Io_wa

Alverton,.Pa. .

Box 441, -Del Rio, Texas :
Wesunortand Co.¢ Colonial Beach V&

- 1003.N.Cedar St, _Ottawa. Kansas



Hardwig, Herbert W.
Harlamun, John L.
Harm, John V.

Hayes, Richard K.

Hill, Robert B..
Hoialman, Russell S.
Holland, Joseph T.
Huskey Jr., Thomas. H.

Johndro Jr., Herman J.

Johnson, Almus L.
Johnson, James E:
Jones, Jesse E.
Jordan, David C.
Justice, Lonnie L.
Kachadurian, Varshan
Katzenstein, Werner
Knop, Kenneth G.
Kohlbacher, George -A.
Kurzenski, William J.
LaFratta, James
Leoniy, Frank S.
Maitland, Fred C."
Margaris, Fred
Martino, William F.
Mayberry, Ray E.
Maynard, Verne F.
Megna, Mark A.
Melton, Alvin W.
Meza, Juan
Murray, Paul J.
Oliver, Earl K.
Orum, James C.
Pannell, Otis R.
Natole, Frank .
Parnell, Edwin L.
Pesek, Clarence T.
Powell, Andrew
‘Plummer, Clifford E.
Prather, Marion L.
Quabeck, Henry J.
Reinhard, Robert -
Reynolds, Robert L.
Rider Jr., Willis B.
Rodgers, Ernest V.
Ruf, Bennett W.”"
Russell, Leroy W.
Russell, William E.
Rusella, Joseph

app, William C.

enmetz, Charles F.

1117 8th St, International Falls, Minn:.
70 Windermere St, Springfield, Mass.
132 Overlook Ave, Belleville, N. J.

Rt -32,- Asheville, N. C.

2440 E 29th St,Tulsa, Okla.

Fosston, Minn.-

355 ‘Selrino St, Baltimore, Md.
Marble Hill, Mo.

RFD 41, Caribou, Me.

RFD 1, Farmington, Ky.

Rt. #2, Jasper, Ala.

Rt. #3,:Smithville, Tenn.

‘1614 Irving. St, NW-Wash., D. C.
-Columbia, S. C.

2631 Akron St, Dearsbon, Mich.

.Coles Road, Blackwood, N. J.

RR- 31, Alhambra, IIl.

38-Linden Ave, Jamestown, N. Y.

7360 Sheehan St, Detroit, -Mich.
72:Foster St, Brockton, Mass.

378 Conntock St, New Brunswick, N. J.
Rt. $1, Box 250, Diamond Springs, Va.
121 Knickerbocker Ave, Paterson, N. J.

-53 Falcon: St, E Boston, Mass.
“Winona, Mo.

Rt. 44, Box 30, Santa Ana, Cal. ]
1855 N Cambridge Ave, Milwaukee, Wis.
Rt. #1, Coffeeville, Miss.-

© 1311 Scott St, Laredo, Texas -

6100 'S Fairfield Ave, Chicago, Ill.

2437 Cowart St, Chatanooga, Tenn.
407 ‘Grant St, McMechen, W. Va.

Rt. 32; Box 105, Wytheville, Va.

'8 Bochton- St, Amsterdam, N.Y.
. 4.5 2nd St, -Minersville, Pa.

459 Banﬂl St, St. Paul, Minn.
Schurz, Nevada
1239 E Orman St; Pueblo, Colo.

" 233 E Center St, Lawrenceburg, Ind
-+ 6455719th St, ' Newark, N.-J.

3219 Monument Ave, Richmond, Va.
222 'S Taylor Ave, Oak Park, IH.

1617 "1st North' St, Syracuse, N. Y.

N Hollis' St," Nashua, N. Y.

7128 S WabashSt; Chicago, TIL -

101 ‘W Chéstnut St, Walla Walla,  Wash..
610 Zion St, Hartford, Conn.

1017 Cross St, Phila., Pa.

Rt. #1, Perkins, Ga.

4117 52nd St, Woodside, N.Y.



Schuman, Robert M. 12666 Rimo Ave, Detroit,” Mich.
Schvarczkopf, John G. 14 Woodland Ave, Massena, N.Y,

Schwab, John C. 309 Stanhope St, Brooklyn, N,Y.
Schwartz, Kenrneth A. 1674 W 5th St, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Seely, Edward J. 112 W 8th Ave, Gloversville, N. Y.
Seinsoth, Judson H. Main St, Monsey, N.Y.

Selmi, Dominic J. - -445 Amazon Ave, San Francisco; Cal.
Semeraro, Anthony 51 River St, Waterbury, Conn.
Seypura, Donald A. | 142 Duane Awve, Schenectady, N.Y.
Shinners, William R. 24 -Pine St, Salamaca, N.Y.
Sinclair, Joe S. 1926 W; Main~St, Luisvilte, Ky.
Skinner, Marlin J. 119 Bank St, Keokuk, Iowa

Smith, Lloyd J, Rt #1, Tullahoma, Tenn.

Sowell, Sidney J. Rt. #3, Sylvania, Ga.

Spangler, Jack 1322 Hayden Ave, Cleveland, Ohio
Sullivan Jr., Edmond R. 864 Cummins Highway, Mattapan, Mass.
Sundberg, Loyal R. 15811 Tuller Ave, Detroit, Mich.
Symonds, Irving 3124 35th St, Astoria, N.Y. - .
Tabor Jr., George W. 28 Crestwood Drive, Manchestey, Conn.
Talent, Blanch L. Rt. 32, Vale, N.C.

Tallent; Dwight M. Rt, 35, Sheiby, N, C.

Taylor, Sam C. 907 W Columbus St Austm. Texas
Thiel, Bernard F. 432 W 58th St, New York, N. Y.
Thomas, Bayne A. Rt. 4£2, Polkton, N.C.

Thompson, Benjamin F. Axson, Ga.

Thurlow, Sterling E. - RFD #1, Richmond, Me.

Tichota, Lumir R. ‘Howell, Neb.

Trank, Reginald A. 95 Chase St, Burlmgton. Vit
Trivet, Morg J. Rt. *1, Mogadore, Ohio

Tryon, Charles A. 143 Sherman St, Portland, Me.
Vawter, Verne E. 736 W Dryden. Ave, Glendale, Cal.
‘Waddell, William H.: 207 Sanford St, Peoria, HIL.
Wagner, William J. 819 Crawford Ave, Altoona, Pa.
Waterman, James C. 501 College Ave, Grove City, Pa:
Whiteside, James L. Rt. 31, Iron Station, N.C. -
Wood, Ernest R.. 103 Parsons- Ave, Endicott, N. Y.
Wrynne, Garrett, F. 18 Garden St, Yonkers, N. Y. -
Dawson, Horace B. Columbia, S, C.

Morgan, William L. 24 N Terry St, Dayton, Ohio
Flanagan, Harry G. 17 Gaynor Ave, Manhasset, N.Y
Leahy, Russell-P. 192 Vernon St, Worcester, Mass.
Reid, Jack Southern Pines, N:C. .
Macintyre, Tom _RR 2, Ralls; Texas

Lane, Herschel Decker, ind. :

Sullivan, William 886 27th Ave, San Francisco. Calit.
Hunnegart,: Arthur 833 Judah_St, San Francisco, Calif.
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