
EPILOGUE 

Thoughts of my wartime A.S.T.P. com
rades kept coming to mind as I wrote. I kept 
wondering what had happened to some of them 
in the 50 years that had elapsed since our dis
charge. Bill Rogers helped m e contact David 
Starkweather and Everette Parker who all 
agreed to give an account of themselves. 

Their stories follow as well as Joseph 
Collie's who I met for the first time on the 50th 
Anniversary Tour of the 100th Division in 
Europe. It turns out that he actually got to col
lege under the A.S.T.P. program, and joined the 
100th in July 1944. H e followed the same path 
as Bill and I. W e three transferred to the 504th 
M.P. Battalion about the same time, and left it 
about the same time also. His story is also 
included, because he was kind enough to send it 
to m e on request. 

» 

I found as I suspected that the A.S.T.P. sol
diers were subsequent significant contributors to 
society and taxes for the U.S. Treasury. Bill 
Rogers's story is followed by David 
Starkweather's, then Everette Parker's and Joe 
Collie's. I conclude with m y return home and 
saga in medicine. 



BILL ROGERS 
Bill Rogers, from Des Moines, Iowa, began 

his combat experience "without a helmet" because 
a tree limb knocked it off when he was standing in 
a moving 2-ton truck enroute to the front. Further, 
it splashed in the m u d and the following truck ran 
over it burying it deep enough that it is probably 
still there. From that ignoble start, he ended up a 
Staff Sgt/Squad Leader with a Bronze Star at the 
end of the war. 

After being honorably discharged in April 
1946, Bill returned to Drake University that fall. 
H e graduated with a degree in accounting in 1950, 
and went to work for Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company with little knowledge that he would 
stay for 40 years. 

Rogers was in sales, auditing, operations, 
and accounting with Firestone, and lived in nine 
cities. From 1953 to 1958, he was in Detroit where 
he met his wife, Lois. They were married in 1961 
with Dr. Hal Bingham as his Best Man. 

Lois and Bill had three children: Bill, Don, 
and Carol. They were born after the family had 
moved to Detroit, Syracuse, Columbus, and 
Akron. Sports has been Bill Rogers, Sr.'s avocation 
with a devotion to baseball by coaching from 1971 
to the present. H e has played baseball with some 
of the greats like Bob Feller. More recently, he 
played on the "Abner Doubleday" field in 
Cooperstown, N.Y., and two weeks later on the 
"Field of Dreams" on the farm near Dyersville, 
Iowa. Both sons are excellent players as well. 



Bill's wife passed away from cancer at age 
54. All three children are married, and Bill 
presently lives alone with two Golden 
Retrievers in a suburb of Akron, Ohio. 
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DAVID STARKWEATHER 

Sgt. David Starkweather sustained a knee 
injury on March 18,1945. H e was sent back to 
the 23rd General Hospital in Vittel, France. 
After two weeks in the hospital and just prior to 
discharge, David came down with Hepatitis. 
He was subsequently sent to the U.S. at Vaughn 
General Hospital in Maywood (Chicago), Illinois 
for further treatment of his Hepatitis. H e 
remained hospitalized until October 1945. H e 
then returned to duty with the 5th Infantry 
Division at C a m p Campbell, Kentucky, and 
finally was honorably discharged on April 24, 
1946 at C a m p Atterbury, Indiana. 

In June 1950, David graduated from the 
University of Akron. H e had studied Nuclear 
Physics, and received a Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering Degree. Starkweather began work 
at Babcock and Wilcox Company at their 
research center in Alliance, Ohio where they 
were a major supplier of steam generating 
equipment for electric utilities. H e continued in 
that capacity for ten years, and helped develop 
and test coal preparation, combustion equip
ment, and nuclear reactor cooling systems. 



David worked as a road service engineer 
on an experimental coal-fired, steam turbine-
electric powered locomotive in a joint effort 
between Babcock & Wilcox Co., Baldwin 
Locomotive Co., Westinghouse Electric Co., and 
Norfolk & Western Railroad. He later became 
the Health Physics Officer (nuclear safety). 

Starkweather became a Project Engineer in 
November 1960 for the Electric Furnace Co. in 
Salem, Ohio that was a major supplier of indus
trial heat treating furnace equipment. H e 
remained with the company for 22 years. In 
April 1983, David was appointed Mechanical 
Design Engineer for Gould Ocean Systems / 
Westinghouse Naval Systems Division in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He designed test equipment 
for both submarine and aircraft launched torpe
does. 

Finally, in June 1991 David retired. He 
now lives with his wife Betty, who he married 
on June 18,1949. She had attended and gradu
ated from the Cadet Nurse Corps Program in 
1947 as a Registered Nurse from Akron City 
Hospital in Akron, Ohio. They have one son, 
Chris, who is an airline Pilot. His wife is an air
line Flight Attendant. Betty and David live in 
Alliance, Ohio, and attend the Adult Study 
Programs at Mt. Union College. 



EVERETTE PARKER 

Everette Parker, originally from Kentucky, 
returned with a Purple Heart from service in 
May 1946. H e got a job driving a new pick-up 
truck for 60^/hour while waiting for college the 
following September. Everette attended 
Morehead State Teachers College in Kentucky 
with a major in English and a minor in German. 
His German professor was nearing 80, a native 
of Switzerland, unmarried, and completely fas
cinated with the young veterans w ho had spent 
time in Germany. Parker earned a B+ average, 
and a great friend w ho later died. Everette 
served as one of her Pall Bearers. 

Everette became interested in journalism, 
and served as the Business Manager and Editor 
of the college newspaper. After graduating and 
a year of teaching, he landed a newspaper job 
where he was later offered the Editorship. 
Television then attracted him as a Writer-Field 
Reporter. The pace in T.V was more than he 
bargained for, so he moved on to a radio sales 
job where he could use his newspaper advertis
ing skills. 

Everette then leased a newspaper, and 
with a part-time office girl did all the work from 
7am on into the night. After 15 months, he took 
another job as a News Photographer where he 
spent ten years. The Portsmouth Times then 
lured him away in January 1961, and he 
advanced from News Editor to Managing 
Editor. 



After 17- years in the newspaper business, 
Everette decided to go into Real Estate. The 
economy changed, and the future in Real Estate 
became unattractive. Everette then took a job in 
public information at a Quasi-Government 
Agency which succumbed to President Carter's 
funding cuts. For the first time since his dis
charge from the military, he began drawing 
unemployment checks. 

Everette next became a Prison Counselor 
at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility. H e 
felt that it proved to be a job for a mother, father, 
preacher, teacher, sheriff, judge, and jury. It 
sometimes seemed to be an exercise in futility, 
but a few successes helped preserve his sanity. 
H e endured being a Prison Counselor for 13 -
years. 

Everette took great pride during his news
paper years that he had interviewed nearly a 
dozen governors from three states; covered the 
funeral of Fred Vinson, Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court; and interviewed astronaut John 
Glenn, Pat Nixon, George Liberache, Agnes 
Moorhead, Roy Rogers, and Kathleen Battle. H e 
also interviewed sports figures such as Pete 
Rose, Johnny Bench, Larry Hisle, Al Oliver, and 
Don Gullett. His goal was to always write so 
everyone could read and understand his stories. 
Presently, he is retired and living with his wife, 
Betty, in West Portsmouth, Ohio. 



JOSEPH COLLIE 

Joseph Collie took his basic training from 
September to December 1943. H e went under the 
Army Specialized Training Program to Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute from January to February 
1944. H e subsequently attended Cornell 
University in Ithaca, N e w York from March to 
June 1944 with a West Point Preparatory Group. 
H e joined the 100th Division in July 1944, and 
went overseas to fight in France and Germany. 
H e was transferred in September 1945 to the 
504th M.P. Battalion where he remained until 
March 1946. H e was then sent back to the U.S. 
and honorably discharged. 

Joe returned to Virginia Tech and graduat
ed in 1950 with a degree in Chemical 
Engineering. H e worked for Dupont in Charlotte 
and Philadelphia from 1950 to 1958. In 1959, he 
married Barbara Green. They have three sons 
with 3 grandchildren. Joe then joined Cardinal 
Products Chemicals in distribution at Durham, 
North Carolina until 1969. 

Joe Collie then started his own chemical 
distribution company in 1969 called "Southchem 
Inc.", and remained its President and Chairman 
of the Board. H e was the sole owner at the time 
of its sale in 1993. H e stayed on to fulfill a two 
year contract then retired in 1995. Presently, he is 
the President of the 100th Infantry Division 
Association, and lives in Durham, North 
Carolina. 



HAL BINGHAM 

As for me, I was honorably discharged 
from active duty at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas on 
April 15,1946, but re-enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Reserve Corps for three more years. I caught a 
train to Wichita, and was met at Union Station 
by m y parents, Harry, Aunt Lois, Uncle Roy, and 
Cousin Sherry. It was a joyous occasion, and 
strangely enough I never doubted that it would 
occur. The optimism of youth. 

God, I was home and safe with loved 
ones, but there was a "dark cloud" that did not 
dissipate! M y mother and step-father had not 
changed, but m y brother and I certainly had. 
What surprised m e was m y inability to recall 
combat without becoming nervous. There was 
always hesitation of expression and excitement 
that I could not contain. Profanity was mixed in 
the telling of those terrible experiences no mat
ter how hard I tried to keep a civil tongue. I had 
a particularly difficult time talking to the oppo
site sex! 

We all signed up for $20/week unemploy
ment until w e could return to college, but most 
of us drank it up with wild times that discour
aged m y mother. Further, our attitude was 
some what antisocial. Yes, w e included some of 
our old girlfriends in our debauches, but sex 
was still a no no. Most of us young veterans 
knew that education had to be our main goal, so 
becoming involved was avoided. 



The vast majority returned to college at the 
earliest opportunity, and became attentive stu
dents. However, I could not seem to dislodge the 
"black cloud" and m y focus was not concentrated. 
I decided to save the G.I. Bill for medical school 
which meant that I had to work m y way through 
pre-medicine. Fortunately, the brief job I had 
before Army service at Coleman Company 
Incorporated was available to me. Coleman under
stood part-time employment for college students, 
and allowed m e to work around m y courses at the 
University of Wichita. I was very thankful for the 
job and did m y best, but I cannot say the same 
about the intensity that was devoted to m y studies. 

My brother and I roomed together, and con
tinued to party whenever the opportunity present
ed itself. H e had purchased a surplus jeep for 
about $100 from the Army Stores. H e was able to 
do this because of his Purple Heart status. Besides 
transportation to and from the university and 
Colemans where he was also employed, the jeep 
was continually used for pleasure. 

Grades were extremely important in pre-
med because they played a significant role in the 
acceptance process of medical school. One evening 
while I was finally concentrating on the books, 
John Williams, a former combat infantryman from 
our home town came by and wanted to go out on 
the town. I told him "the war is over" which he 
completely understood, and from then on I began 
to settle down with more regular study habits. 



M y brother was bound and determined to 
reunite m e with Mary Ann. I had written her 
off because she had gotten engaged, and failed 
to correspond with m e while I was in service. 
Harry found her engagement to be off, and that 
she was still in nurses training at Wesley 
Hospital which happened to be only a block 
north of where we were rooming off campus. 
One evening, he decided his younger brother 
needed to go out. He suggested that he fix m e 
up with a date. He was going steady at the 
time, and I was still playing the field. It was 
easier to turn John Williams down than m y 
brother, so I agreed. Sure enough the blind date 
was Mary Ann. Initially I was cold to her, but 
the old flame returned and we began dating. 
Her position was that Cadet Nurses Training 
which she has begun in February 1944, was 
overwhelming and she did not have time for 
correspondence. Be that as it may, we found 
much common ground and she listened to m e 
ramble on about the "black cloud". This helped 
it to dissipate, and improved m y concentration 
in studying. 

She completed nurses training in February 
1947. That Fall we decided to get married. The 
wedding occurred the following Spring on May 
30,1948, at the Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Wichita with Dr. Reverend Hornig 
officiating, and Harry standing as m y best man. 
M y brother and I finished our degrees the fol
lowing January. 



Mary Ann and I moved to Lawrence, 
# 

Kansas where I enrolled in Graduate School of 
the University of Kansas. She worked in the 
Operating Room at Lawrence Memorial 
Hospital, and I worked on a research project 
while taking courses in Anatomy toward a 
Masters Degree. M y income increased when I 
became an Assistant Instructor in Anatomy, and 
taught medical students in our class of 1950. 
The first year and a half of medical school was 
in Lawrence. W e then advanced to the Kansas 
University Medical Center (KUMC) in Kansas 
City for our last two and a half years. 

The clinical years at KUMC proved more 
interesting than the basic science years of med
ical school on the Lawrence Campus. Mary Ann 
worked in the Operating Room at K U M C as a 
Scrub Nurse. After classes, I worked in the lab 
doing blood counts, blood typing and cross 
matching, and EKG's after the regular techni
cians had gone home. Later in the third and 
fourth years of medical school, I worked as an 
extern in other hospitals. Because of the nursing 
shortage, I occasionally worked the night shift 
from 11pm to 7am. In addition, w e were receiv
ing a stipend from the G.I. Bill which helped 
make ends meet. In October 1953, w e had our 
first child, Steven Lee. It was also a great feeling 
when I completed medical school in June of 
1954. 



During m y pre- med, I kept m y relation
ship with the service by being in the Air Force 
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). In 
June 1949,1 became a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve. In medical school, I contin
ued in the ROTC. Upon completion of the 
Doctor of Medicine Degree, I went back on 
active duty as a 1st Lieutenant at Madigan 
Army Hospital in Ft. Lewis, Washington State. 

We enjoyed Madigan, and after a year 
were transferred to D o w Air Force Base near 
Bangor, Maine as a General Duty Medical 
Officer. I was later promoted to the rank of 
Captain. (The old P.F.C. from W W II had come 
a long way!) Our twins, Catherine Jo and Lynn 
Ann, were born three weeks before w e elected to 
leave the service in M a y 1956. In June 1956,1 
was honorably discharged from the United 
States Air Force after 12 - years of inactive and 
active duty in both the Army and Air Force. 

Medical school had directed us students 
toward general practice, but during the two 
years in Military Medicine I found that I enjoyed 
surgery so w e decided on a residency in that 
field. W e chose the University of Iowa and were 
accepted for training. They had an excellent 
program, and economical married housing that 
accommodated our three growing children. Our 
respective parents could also be reached with a 
one day drive to Kansas. 



After three years of training at Iowa, w e 
accepted a residency in Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery at Kansas University 
Medical Center. W e left behind a home w e had 
built in Coralville, Iowa after spending two 
years in married housing. In April of 1961, 
Mary Shaun was born at K U M C before w e com
pleted the residency that June. 

A decision was made to return to our 
home in Coralville, and finish a senior year of 
General Surgery at the University of Iowa. 
Before w e completed the year, w e were recruited 
to Academic Medicine by the University of 
Missouri in Columbia. 

We joined the faculty as an Instructor of 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. The follow
ing year, w e were promoted to Assistant 
Professor. During the two years that w e lived in 
Columbia, I passed both the General Surgery 
and the Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery writ
ten and oral boards. The passage of these two 
National Boards strengthened our position in 
surgery. 

A year and a half was devoted to private 
practice in Tulsa, Oklahoma before returning to 
the University of Missouri. John Eric was born 
in July 1966 at Boone Hospital in Columbia. I 
was appointed to Associate Professor on our 
return, and w e decided to stay in Academic 
Medicine. W e had a productive six years, and 
built a much larger home than our first one in 



Coralville for our growing family of five chil
dren. W e started a training program there in 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, and I 
became a Professor on the faculty in 1970. 

We decided to leave the University of 
Missouri in 1972. After much discussion with a 
family vote, w e accepted a position at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida as 
Professor and Chief of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery. I later helped establish 
a Burn Unit in the Department of Surgery, and 
subsequently became a Director of the American 
Board of Plastic Surgery (which I had felt fortu
nate to pass at an earlier time for certification in 
the specialty.) 

My wife and I have five children and six 
grandchildren. W e will celebrate our 50 t h 

Wedding Anniversary in 1998. Mary A n n has 
been a wonderful wife to me, and I seriously 
doubt that the "dark cloud" would have dissi
pated without her help. Most certainly, our 
career in Academic Medicine could not have 
progressed without her continual encourage
ment and loving support. 

In 1995 at the age of 70,1 stepped down as 
the Chief of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. 
I continued as the Director of the Burn Unit 
until the following April. Presently, I work part-
time as a Adjunct Professor in an emeritus sta
tus. 



CREDITS 

M y parents, long deceased, were the object 
of the "letters" and preserved them in an order
ly fashion so that they could be reviewed after 
50 years. M y first cousin, Phyllis Denton 
Adkins, wrote m e letters, sent packages during 
W W II, and edited the manuscript. Dr. Jack 
Beal, m y brother-in-law, a past editor of a scien
tific journal also was kind enough to edit "Son 
of Bitche". Both David Starkweather and Joe 
Collie w h o were in A.S.T.P. and the 100th 
Division also made corrections after reviewing it 
and are discussed in the epilogue. Lastly, Bill 
Rogers w h o was a stimulating factor in bringing 
about the writing and a close friend from W W II 
certainly is to be credited. 
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Pictures 

Eight ASTP Infantrymen - Bottom Row L to R: 
Webb, Leehy, Robbins, Parker. 
Top Row L to R: Karkoski, Starkweather, 
Rogers, Bingham. 

Brothers - L to R: Harry & Hal 

M.P.'s - L to R: Bingham & Rogers 

In France 50 years later - L to R: Bingham & 
Rogers 

At the end of WW II - Bingham 



Sequence of Bill Rogers1 Travels 1944 - 46 

S/Sgt. Bill Rogers kept a list of the places where we and 
subsequently Company "F", 2nd BN, 399th Infantry were 
either assigned or passed through. After W W II, w e were 
transferred out of the infantry to the M.P.s in the Army 

of Occupations. 

02/05/44 Ft. Benning, Georgia 
03/21/44 Ft. Bragg, N. Carolina 
09/26/44 C a m p Kilmer, N. Jersey 
10/04/44 Convoy - Atlantic Ocean 
10/19/44 Marseilles, France 
10/24/44 Rhone River Valley 
11/01/44 Valence,Dijon, Lyons 
11/02/44 Lasalle 
11/04/44 Baccarat 
11/05/44 Move to hill 
11/07/44 -11/18/44 Neufmasions 
11/18/44 - 11/21/44 Raon Lf Etape 
11/22/44 -11/24/44 Wachenbach 
11/26/44 North to X V Corps. 
11/27/44 - 12/03/44 Corps. Reserve - Pintervald 
12/05/44 March to Wingen 
12/05/44 - 12/06/44 Outside Goetzenbruck 
12/07/44 Moved out 4:00am toward Lemberg 
12/08/44 - 12/10/44 Lemberg fight 
12/10/44 -12/13/44 Goetzenbruck 
12/13/44 -12/24/44 Lemberg 
12/26/44 Outside Lemberg 
12/27/44 Enchenberg 
12/31/44 German Nordwind Attack 12:00am 
01/02/45 - 01/09/45 Hottveiler 



01/09/45 - 01/10/45 Small Town 
01/10/45 - 01/15/45 Hottveiler 
01/13/45 - 01/20/45 Reyersviller 
01/20/45 Lambach 
02/09/45 Glassenberg03/15/45 Bitche Fight (Spitzburg Hill) 
(Bingham) 
03/11/45 - 03/17/45 Pass to Nancy (Rogers) 
03/17/45 - 03/22/45 Seigfried Line 
03/23/45 Newhof en and Rhine River 
03/24/45 Rhine River - Ludwigshafen & Manheim 
03/25/45 - 03/28/45 Mutterstadt 
03/28/45 - 04/04/45 Hockenherm and Grossgartach 
04/04/45 - 04/12/45 Heilbronn ( Div. Reserve-newstadt) 
04/13/45 - 04/14/45 Sontheim - Heilbronn crossed river 
04/14/45 - 04/16/45 Tulheim 
04/16/45 - 04/20/45 Winnenden, Nullingen 
04/22/45 - 04/23/45 Stuttgart, RF.C Bingham 
(captured 185 German Soldiers) 
04/20/45 - 04/24/45 Bad Canstadt 
04/24/45 - 04/27/45 Fuerbach, Durnan, Tomers, Asch 
04/26/45 Pass to Paris - PFC Bingham 
05/05/45 Return from pass - PFC Bingham 
05/08/45 V.E.Day 
05/16/45 Ulm, Germany 
06/03/45 Langenaev 
06/16/45 Near Stuttgart - Windlingen 
07/09/45 Move to Pforzheim 
08/12/45 VJ. Day 
10/15/45 Transfered out of the 100th Div. into Army of 

Occupation 
10/16/45 Heildleberg - 504 M.P. Battalion 
10/18/45 Goppingen 
12/05/45 Giessen 
03/13/46 Schetzingen 
03/16/46 LeHarve, France 
03/26/46 Atlantic Ocean 
04/10/46 C a m p Kilmer, U S A 
04/15/46 Discharged from the army 


