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One of the firs t attacks where I had 10 lay a
wire to a forward company. the Germans threw in
she lls. I had no place for prot ec tion so a rifleman
invit..-d me into his hole. .....hich was only partly
finished. I didn't need a seco nd invite and joined
him unril ibc firing stopped. We heard a jeep go­
ing by towards the rear and looked out to question
....-hy someone was crazy enough to drive while
shells were still falling. The chaplain. Sam Tyler.
and his assistant had picked up a wounded man.
placc-d him on a stretcher and were headed in their
jeep for an aid station. Falling. shells didn' t see m
to bothe r them if someo ne needed care. I heard the
man didn't make it for shrapnel had gone through
his helmet embed ding u into his head. Thai didn 't
keep Chaplain Sam from trying. Abou t tha i time a
Gennan soldier who was wounded cried for help.
One of our medics crawled out to him. She lls were
still exploding but that was the dedication the
medics had. When he was close to the wounded
enemy. the German tumc'd toward the medic and
shot him. Our men saw this happen and finished
offthat ungratefu l human being.

Caulc and wi ld animals were victims a lso .
There were cows. horses and deer laying in the
ficlds swelled up ready 10 burst.

This first combat was in and ncar Rambcr­
vitlcrs and then 10 Raon L'Etapc and into the Vos­
ges Mountains. (U- pg. 48) They were rough and
rugged.. It was da rk. even in the daytime, with
thick woods. The weather was always cold and
rain ing. The mud roads
so bad we had to push
JCCJlS with trailers by
hand. e\ en when they
were In four-wheel
drive and extra low
gear, (II· pg. 5 1)

Thc kit ch ens
tried to keep close
enough for us to have
one hot meal per day
but you can guess that
was quite often imposs i­
b le . When things
worked right the cook s
loaded hot food onto
marmue containers. a type of thermos. hauled it as

close as they could and either a line man would
carry some food to his compan y or individuals
would take turn s going 10 the "rear" and get some
chow . (H-pg. 53. 69 & 72) The kitchen even
brought m...-ss kits and took them back to be
washc-d for the next meal but did not furnish eating
utensils, All o f us had reduced the weigh t of eve­
rything we ca rried by throwing away all excess
equipment. 1\-10st every body carried only his own
spoon. The spoon could be carried in your pocket .
washed in a cup of coffee and reused. If a buddy
lost his spoon you' d use yours. wash it in your
coffee and lend it to him. When he was through.
he washc'd it in coffee or whatever. and in your
pocket it would go untilthe next usc, Mosr of the
time we did not hav e enough clean water to drink
let alone wash anything. Why onl y a sf'OOn? Knife
and fork added to weight and a spoon could be
used for any food. or soup. II was more pract ical.
If needed. you could even use it to scrape a hole
deep enough to lie in. if you had lost your en­
trenching too l. Since it was not always possib le for
thc kitch ens to gct to us. most of the time we were
issued "C" rat ions. These wen: canned beanie wie­
nies. spaghe tti. Spam. canned cheese and other
variet ies of canned food. Since these were heavy
to carry. "K" rat ions, a dry food. was issued when
it was more practica l. While the dry was not so
tasty it d id fill a need. There was a package of in­
stant coffee . bu llion powder. a lype of cracker and
sugar . which could be saved for a more opportune
time to usc. It also had a small amount of toilet
paper . a few cige rcucs and the famous chocolate
bar. The latter two were good for barter if it did n't
have to be used or eate n firs t. The toile t paper
could be stashed inside a hd met liner and kept
reasona bly dry until its necessary duty, All in all I
felt the cooks did a splendid job under alm ost im­
possible circumstances . I tried to carry as many
"K" rations. as I could. becaus e I worked out of
the area of my company much of the time and it
was often impossible to get food otherwise.

In must of France. houses were built in
sma ll com munities and the fanns surrounded
them. Barns were built attached to tbe houses.
This madc it easier to feed and tend the ca nje and
provided some heat to the house . Manure was
piled in bins ocrsjdc, ready for uSC on crops in the



spring. The natives never seemed to mind the
odor and we soon got usc to it. The main water
supply was a spring fed fountain in the town
square that everyone shared. At times the spr ing
outlet was only a little way down hill from and
ncar the barns. If we ran out of safe water it was
necessary to usc hal izone tablets to purify what­
ever was available. That left an awful taste and we
tried to avoid that. Wash day found the women
washing clothes in the trough below the cold water
out let without soap. This was a ritual year round
even when snow was deep. To us they appeared to
have a hard life.

Buckets were placed under
the scats in the outhouses and this too
was fertilizer for the garden.

Milk was not pasteurized and
used whole. The first time I saw a
fanne r milking, [ really was hungry
for fresh milk. That was something Halizonc tablet

bottle
we never had the whole time in
Europe. Canned or dried but never fresh. This
Frenchman was kind enough to offer some and I
readily accepted. I knew it may be dangerous and I
should not drink it. but the temptation was too
great. I was already in danger by being in a war.
Fortunately I did not get sick.

Another oddity: In most towns it was cus­
tomary for their graveyards to surround the
church. In many of them ground was scarce. Their
solution was, after a body was buried for several
years. it was exhumed. The bare bones were ar­
ranged in order inside of decorative cast iron
fences. Leg bones together, rib bones together ,
skulls in neat piles etc. under a roof. Everything
was in order. Very interesting, but different to us.

We were allowed. even encouraged, to
write to friends lind family but we were warned to
be careful what we said. No telling where we
were. exact duties, or, that a specific person had
been killed. All mail was censored by one of the
compa ny officers and any infringement of the tao
boos caused that sect ion to be cut out of the letter.
l learncd from family that several of my letters had
been riddled with a razor blade. I d idn' t realize I
had written forbidden infonnation. Writing was
oftcn difficult because of time and losing paper or
pens. Since this was before ballpoint pens, we
used a fountain pen and carried a small bottle of
ink. It sure was a pleasure to get mail. Packages of

goodies were eve n bcucr.
When you received a package you found

you had more friends than you ever knew you had.
Each one wanted a share. One time I was really
disappointed with one package I received. My
family knew how much I liked blackberry jam.
Mom packaged a jar of homemade jam and mailed
it. It arrived broken with glass all through it. A
real sad day to throw away a whole quart of such
delicious stuff.

Silhouettes in black were painted on walls
everywhere. They were placed by the Gennans to
remind people not to talk about troop moveme nts
etc. These meant. "Even the walls have cars", an
enemy might be listening.

The Air Force dropped aluminum foil (or
tin foil) during bombing runs over the enemy terri­
tory 10 foil the ir radar. We could sec masses of it
in trees and alo ng the roads everywhere. The idea
was; when the radar tracked the foil, the return
beams were scat tered
and also when radar
was trained on the
falling foil, it was
confused with the
planes and tricked the
radar as to which was
a real target.

Enemy ob-
servers used high
hills. church steeples
and buildings to spy
on our troops and to
aim artillery or mortar "The walls have ears"
fire on us. When they
were spotted. our men would make an effort to
eliminate them as soon as possib le. A picture in
our history book shows the results of removing an
observer. (H- pg.6I) [ remember passing this
house several t imes.

We were always cold and wet. Since the
woods were so thick and dark, someone built a
small fire and several of us tried to heat some wa­
ter in our canteen cups to make instant coffee.
That sure sounded good. We had been in this par­
ticular section of the forest long enough to have a
well-dug foxhole, covered with limbs and dirt and
a very small opening to enter. This was designed
to reduce the shrapnel's chances of entering if you
were fortunate to get in it. All of a sudden we



heard a big roar. I didn't recognize what caused it
but dropped the canteen cup of hot water and ran
the few feet up hill to my foxhole. I couldn't get
into a nearer one because it was full of men piled
on top of each other. It had been built for only two
men but was full of several. If the one on top had
been hit, those underneath would have to be res­
cued. I had to run for my hole and slipped into the
small opening like a rabbit. Usually it was difficult
to get into for it was purposely dug with a small
opening, bUI that time I didn' t have a hard time
getting in, I was so scared. I still don't know if I
went in head or feet first and I hugged the bottom
of the hole until the attack was over. This was my
first time to be strafed by an airplane. The roar I
had heard was the engine before I heard the ma­
chine guns. When I finally ventured out, my hands
got cold and my gloves were missing. While heat­
ing my coffee I had removed my gloves and
tucked them under my belt. I backtracked down­
hill toward where the fire had been and found the
gloves under limbs broken down by the bullets
that were fired from the machine guns. We were
very fortunate no one was killed or hurt. Appar­
ently the Germans had seen the smoke rising
above the trees and knew someone was there. Our
lesson, was never again build a fire. even if there
was only a remote possibility the smoke could be
seen, no matter how good a hot cup of coffee
sounded.

We tried to work together as pairs and to
dig foxholes. This helped in the case of standing
guard and if a buddy was on assignment the one
left could finish a hole or other duties in the gen­
eral area. Gordon Norris from Indiana and Frank
Harris from So. Carolina, were in their 30's and
we called them old men. They were buddies with a
younger fellow, Samuel Mohler, from Ohio, who
was borrowed from Co. "K". The three usually
bunked together and often worked together. Harris
was a jeep driver and took great pride in his vehi­
cle. When in towns, and time allowed, he would
mix oil and gasoline to wash his jeep and keep it
as clean as possible. Older men seemed more skit­
tish than a lot of us young pups. We were too
young to know to be scared. After all nothing was
going to happen to us.

In one attack, Norris was alone laying wire
with a forward moving company. The Germans
had just pulled back and we were chasing them.
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They stopped, counterattacked with mortars and
stopped our men. Norris. as usual, acted on im­
pulse and j umped into the nearest depression he
could see. It was a drainage ditch covered with
leaves. He was sorry immediately. He had landed
in a fresh pile of German feces and had to stay
there until the attack was over. II was winter and
there were only dead dry leaves. No water. Noth­
ing else to clean with. Ill' used leaves as best as he
could but that only embedded the sluff further into
his clothes. When he got back with his buddies
and crawled into the tight confines of their fox­
hole, the stench was so horrible, they threatened to
throw him our and let the "Krauts" have him. We
had no spare clothing and over time things finally
dried and lost their odor. Those three cursed thai
"Kraut" until we left Germany.

In this same general area, we heard the
sound of a German machine gun to our rear. These
guns had a faster rate of fire than ours and we soon
learned to distinguish theirs from ours. Important
to know at times. Several men formed a group to
take out this gu n and crawled toward the sound. AI
close range they saw an American firing the gun
and didn' t fire at him. This GI had captured this
weapon and was having some fun. That is the last
time we had that problem. He was lucky these
men had some combat experience and looked first.

One man. 1 don't know from where they
obtained him, but he was the laziest man I can re­
member. No one liked this man. He was so bad he
even begged to get into everyone's fox hole be­
cause he was 100 ornery to dig his own hole to
save his hide. 1 refused to let him share a hole with
me. One night he went out to the woods 10 relieve
himself, tripped over a captured ammunition cart.
scratched his nose and applied for a Purple Heart
and got it. Tha i was a lot of brass because so many
men were being severely wounded or killed and
blown into smithereens. No one felt he deserved it.

One time I was laying wire pasl a company
of heavy weapons men that had been stalled by
snipers or machine gun fire. As I passed. someone
called my name. I didn' t know anybody there and
couldn't recogn ize the person from a distance for
he was muddy and had a beard. I stopped, walked
closer and it was Rommie "Buddy" White Jr.,
from home. We had been schoolmates since the
second grade and members of South Louisville
Christian Church for years. Neither knew the other



was over there and had not seen each other since
meeting in Kessler Field where both of us had
been Air Force Cadets. When the program was
closed we were sent to this same division at differ­
ent times. We didn't have much time to talk but it
was good to sec a familiar face. Our paths crossed
only a few times after that.

Soon after that meeting I was taking a line
to "Buddy's" company again and met a fellow I
had known in the University of Louisville Speed
School, before being drafted. The night was very
dark but we could see by the light of white phos­
phorus shells exploding in enemy territory. They
make quite a light on a dark night. Some medics
were carrying a man on a stretcher past me to the
rear aid station. He had been in the attacking line,
stopped and sat down on an antipersonnel mine, a
Bouncing Betty or Shu mine, in the dark. His hip
had been blown off and he died on the way before
he could be helped. The engineers had cleared a
path of mines, but often they were off the cleared
path, and it would be dangerous to step outside of
the cleared area, which was difficult to dctenn ine,
especially after dark.

We pushed on through the mountains. I
was alone one time laying wire to somewhere. I
had a little diarrhea, which wasn't an especially
rare experience. [ rounded a hill, over the road and
out in the open. Germans must have seen me and
cut loose with firing a machine gun toward me. I
dropped into a ditch and crawled out of sight and
continued my work. I was uncomfortable for this
shock had caused me to have a little accident. Not
bad, but not good either. I don't remember how
long before I could elean up. That was out of the
question. Fortunately this was the only time and
for that I' m still thankful.

Some towns turned out to be a surprise.
We liberated a brewery and someone "rescued" a
barrel of beer. Another found a wooden spigot.
While several crowded around and offered sugges­
tions, a fellow tried to drive the bung by hammer­
ing the spigot and didn ' t succeed with the first
blow. The beer, under pressure, sprayed all over.
Those close enough held their mouth open and
enjoyed the fountain of beer. The bung was finally
driven out and the seal made. People were using
anything handy, from canteen cups to helmets to
fill and have a party. Another town we entered
had a huge wine cellar. When word got around,

many a side trip was made to it. For fear that too
many would get drunk; there was an order to close
the cellar. Good 01' Chaplain Sam Tyler felt for the
average man. He said the officers got a monthly
ration of liquor from the States and the "dog
faces" only got ), 2 beer. He pointed to his cap­
tain' s bars and told the Frenchman he was an offi­
cer and was taking bottles to give to the men. He
and his assistant proceeded to load up their jeep.
When it was sufficiently loaded they drove around
and distributed it, spreading good cheer around to
keep up morale. While they were loading up, I
went in along side of them and rescued two bottles
for myself. I had not drunk alcohol before that and
didn't know what [ picked up. After things settled
down for the night and all duties were finished I
split part of a bottle with a buddy. The balance
was given to the switchboard operator. There must
not have been a high alcohol content for it didn't
phase any of us. Just a pleasant drink. I saved the
other bottle for another time but don' t remember
when I used it.

I don't feel the former had anything to do
with the next problem, but I believe it was in the
same town. The next morning, several troops were
to move out. A platoon in the house next to our
switchboard had disappeared. All their personal
belongings, gear and small arms were left behind.
No one heard anything to cause suspicion of a
raid. Possible cause was guessed that maybe there
was a secret tunne l into the basement and the Ger­
mans got in. No one could find the answer

When POWs were returned after the war it
was told company "A" had been in a house and no
guard was placed in position. The Germans came
in, woke everybody and quietly captured them all.
I wonder if that was the same episode that I re­
membered and thought it was a platoon.

Another occasion, the Germans counterat­
tacked and we had to withdraw and consolidate.
My company commander, Captain Keene, led a
group out of town. Along the way we passed
Chaplain Sam. He was several sheets into the
wind. having had a little too much to drink. His
hat in his hand and using his colorful language we
had become accustomed to, he cursed the jeep be­
cause it would not stay on the road and had run
into the ditch.

One time two of our men were assigned to
a group to keep telephones up with the attacking
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company. Not unusual but this one turned out
really bad. One man we ealled "Lefty", I think his
name was Dominic Fazio. from New York, said he
and his brother had a garbage collection company
there. and looked forward to going back to his
work because it was "good money". "Lefty" was
"borrowed" from " I" Co. The other man. Robert
Nitschke. borrowed from "K" Co., was a tall
blond from Ohio. Both had been borrowed from
line companies because we were short handed.
The two followed the attacking company down
into a ravine, which was thought to be empty of
the enemy. When the bottom was reached and they
started up the other side, the "Heinies' cut loose
with a withering fire of machine guns located at
the end of the draw where they had not been seen.
There was an awful firefight. The men were
caught with no protection. "Lefty" and " Blonde"
had left their entrenching tools behind because
they had too much to carry and didn' t know the
Germans were there. They had their spoons in
their pockets and hollowed out a small depression
in which to lie until the "Krauts" withdrew. This
caused "Lefty" to be shell shocked for a time. Our
troops had to withdraw until the enemy could be
"so ftened up",

The next day another attack was begun in
earnest. I was assigned to lay wire with them as
they moved forward that time. Just before the fir­
ing started. a man came out across the ravine.
looked around and disappeared. No one fired be­
cause they wanted 10 surprise the Germans and
also they felt this was just a farmer looking over
his farm. We waited behind an embankment while
artillery and machine guns laid fire across the ra­
vine. (H.pg. 54, picture left top of pg.) The firing
was so intense the bullets from the machine guns
cut trees. about 8 to 10 inches in diameter, into
logs, like a chain saw would cut them. Amazing.
The enemy had pulled out completely and I fin­
ishcd another jo b safely. After the attack no bodies
were found.

As we moved forward we took over small
towns and often were able to sleep in cellars or
barns. Sometimes we would run the catt le out into
the field, throw down some hay and live in the
stalls. Other times we stayed in potato or rutabaga
bins and slept on piles of these. After all most
buildings were made of thick stones and were
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good protection. It also beat digging a foxhole in
frozen ground.

In most French towns the people were so
glad to see the Americans they passed out bottles
of wine and quite often apples. We were really
glad to have the apples for we didn't have fresh
fruit. In some areas where we crossed the or­
chards, or in ce llars we used for shelter, we helped
ourse lves to apples. Smaller ones tasted better than
the large ones. (F)

In my letter dated 11-24-1944, I tell of get­
ting my first and only kiss in France. The French
were a kissing type of people. 1 had given three
little girls some chewing gum. One of them
reached up to me and I knew what she wanted, for
I had seen them do it before. I leaned down and
she kissed me on the cheek, We laughed for it was
so cute. She was only four or five years old. The
kids were so glad to get anything. Even something
as little as a stick of gum. (F)

Some times it was two months before my
mail came through. I was always so homesick and
mail was the best medicine for it. be it letters or a
package of food or candy.

All through the time of combat, civilians
passed through our lines trying to avoid the fight­
ing. Some were going back to find homes and
families and others jus t trying to stay alive. Most
of the time they carried or pulled carts or wagons
with all the belongings they still possessed. Others
were displaced persons from other countries that
had been enslaved by the Germans. All were a
sorry lot of humanity and we felt sorry for them.
(H- pg. 113, 137,175.190and 192)

At times we had to move fast to catch up to
the "Krau ts". Our group didn't always have
enough transportation and grabbed a ride anyway
we could. One such night I was riding in a half­
track in convoy to another area. The so-ca lled "Cat
Eyes", very sma ll lights because of black out,
were on. The half-tracks were pulling 57-m m anti,
tank guns behind them and the small lights were
very difficult to sec, even at only a few feet at a
slow speed. Our driver lost contact with the vehi­
cle in front of him and increased his speed j ust a
little bit to catch up We found the ones in front of
us in a hurry. They were only a few feet away and
we ran into the muzzle of the gun in front of us.
The collision put the barrelthrough our radiator so



we backed off. Nothing was avail able for repairs
so we had to drive on. I don't know what hap­
pencrd to the half- track afte r that for we parted
company and I cont inued my wire duties.

This was in an area where there were
French forces. \Ve always hated 10 be ncar them
for they acted as if they eithe r didn' t have any
sense or didn 't care that the Germans were near or
both. These "F rogs", we called them bad names at
times. built fires to heat food, ran arou nd with
flashlights and drove with full headlights. right out
in the ope n. at night. where the Germans could sec
and shell them. Each time we were arou nd the
French al night. the Gennans threw artillery in.
We thought the "Frogs" were crazy. After all, the
only eq uipment they had was what we furnished
them and they lost a lot of it.

One time we had just gone into a small
French village and set up our headquarters of op­
erations in one of the stone houses. This made us
feel a little bit at case. Severa l of us had the duty
to lay wire with the leading at tac k companies . Ma­
jor Janes. a picturesque officer from Winchester.
Kentucky, who alwa ys smoked a strong ciga r, was
leading. E\'eT so ofte n we stopped. connec ted a
phone and he would ca ll. " Everythin g all right on
the right'! Everything all right on the leftT If so
we would advance a lillie funher again . The Ger­
mans coun tered with "tree bursts" and shrapnel
dropped all around us. Some artillery shells were
equ ipped with very sensitive fuses and were set 10

explode when they were near a dense cloud or tree
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tops. When these neared limbs they exploded
causing shrapnel to spread over a greater area.
There is a picture in our his tory book (H pg.. 55)
that I think was of us. The scene is very familiar .
Everyone lying dow n without cover, shells burst­
ing in the tree tops and a drum of wire lying near
by. Chaplain Sam walked up 10 the Majo r and
asked for permission to take his ass istant and the
jeep around the road to meet Ihe troops in case
someone was injured. Major Janes said. -Ok, if
you ....-ant 10 , but the road has not been cleared of
mines." Sam. who again used his very co lorful
language to make his point said. "Let the -- damn
mines take care of themselves. If someon e gets
hurt, I want to be there: ' Off he and his assistant
went. This was their style and dared anything to
happen to them . The y did this often for this was
their way of helpin g.

When we started out in the morn ing,
"Lefty", mentioned above, was pan of the crew.

Shrapnel rrom Genna" shells

Suddenly he disappeared and when he co uldn't be
found. we feared he had been wounded or killed.
When we finished laying our wire and returned to
the stone French house's cow pen, "Lefty" was
under a bed tryin g to dig a hole in the wood floor
with his hands . li e had gone ofT completely be­
cause of being trapped a few days earlier. Fortu­
natel y he later recovered and saved me one night
when I bec ame "shell shocked' and didn't know
where I was.

Severa l of us had just returned from an as­
signment and wen t into the cellar cow pen and
were discussi ng happenings of the day. A Gennan
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artillery shell burst against the wall across the
road. We felt it and hcard quick footsteps run
across the floor above. We recognized Frank Har­
ris' footwork. He had turned thc latch to get into
this house and the explosion across the road lifted
him up and literately threw him into the room. His
steps showed he was in a hurry to get into a safer
location. Fortunately he was not injured but
turned white as a sheet and was breathing hard.
This is another example of how close a person
could get to disaster and still live.

Corporal Carlson was a cab driver from
New York and when he drove a jeep he drove like
he was still there. I didn't like to ride with him,
especially around narrow twisting roads, and it
was even worse when snow was on the ground. I
feared for my life. In one little town our
switchboard was set up in an old house and sev­
eral times I was requested, instead of him, to drive
to a town closer up to the "front" to gather fire­
wood. Someone had found it high and dry in the
anic of another old farmhouse. Wonder what that
Frenchman thought about his loss of firewood.

Most of the towns were laid to waste by
both sides before we captured them. Our
switchboard had to be placed in as safe a position
as could be found. One time it was in an enor­
mous cellar where the ceiling must have been ten
or twelve feet high. There was only a steep set of
stairs to the outside and the inside was black as
night. Flashlights had to be used to see anything.
We had our bedrolls in there and used it for a
switchboard center to work our lines out to the
companies. The only opening, other than the
stairs, was a vent grate way up ncar the ceiling.
All the wires from the switchboard to all the com­
panies were pulled through that grate. Since it was
so dark someone had a bright idea. They parked a
jeep just outside the grate, pulled a headlight, and
wired it into the cellar, near the switchboard. The
jeep was kept running day and night so the board
operator could see without a flashlight. Good
idea. But J wonder what would have happened if a
German patrol came by and saw the running jeep
and all these wires into that cellar? There was no
house over it, for it had been completely blown
away. The snow was deep and full of our foot­
prints as we went in and out.

Another time the switchboard was in the
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front room of a house where the operator could
see out the window and down the road. Quite a lot
of wires were strung out and around poles on the
street. Something tore down several wires and I
was assigned the job of finding and repairing all
the loose ends, Snow was knee deep and I had to
dig into the banks to find the lines. The operator
watched me and every time I cut into a wire he
would ring the switchboard. This puts out about
100 volts when the hand crank is tumed. Of
course I was shocked each time and he got quite a
kick out of my misery. As usual, we laughed at a
lot of things just to keep our sanity.

Occasionally the switchboard operator
would listen in on conversations to test the lines
to hear if the Germans had tapped into them.
Someone fixed a speaker from an old radio with a
plug and connected it to the switch panel. This
became a loud speaker and if something of inter­
est was playing, anyone near could listen in. One
night everyone was tense. A German counterat­
tack was expected. There were times when the
Germans were forcibly gotten drunk and attacked
straight at the American lines, firing randomly
while running . (H pg. 99) While many were
mowed down, some were able to get through. be­
cause there were so many. This was what we
expected this time. The forward artillery observer
heard a noise out front, saw movement in the dark
but could not distinguish what caused it. Fearing
the worst, he called for "time fire" to be placed on
the target only when he gave the command. This
fire was to surprise the enemy and stop the attack.
Artillery from several miles back would fire first,
then the next in line fired. All timed so all shells
would reach the target at the same time. The
switchboard operator had the speaker on and we
could hear the entire goings on. Our hair was
standing on end, The observer changed the coor­
dinates for the target saying it had changed direc­
tions and was coming up the draw on the right.
Several times he cautioned not to fire until he
gave the word. Everyone was tense. Finally the
observer called "Cancel all fire orders. It is just a
fanner moving through the front with a flock of
sheep." Everyone sighed with relief and had a
good laugh. If this much artillery had hit those
sheep there would have been a lot of mutton
spread over France.
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Receipt forayuat

by bombing and before another attack. We made a
trip there and purchased some. It was qune cheap.
Beller to sell to us at a reduced price than have it
destroyed by war and gel nothing. I purchased
eight glasses and sherbets for Mother, and si", of
each for Gladys.. We were nol married bUI I
thought this would be great to give her. The price
was only a few francs. I almost bought a large real
crystal punch bowl with all the attachments for
only fifteen francs bUI didn' t, for fear it would be
broken before gcmng home. I should have taken a
chance.

We were told a man in town would en­
grave this glassware for us so I looked him up and
drew a picture of what I wanted engraved. "G" on
Gladys' sherbets, "Mom and Dad" on Morn's . On
all the glasses, "Souvenir of France". The man
was a little old fellow and his machine looked like
a foot treadle operated sewing machine, but had a
rotating wheel where a needle would have been.
This was the bUTT used to engrave the glass. As he
peddled the treadle he turned the glass by hand

-"To'

.,

Cry.;lal fro m St. Loui. , Ff'lIncc

I don' t recall where or when, but I rerncm­
ber two times of gelling a bath during combat. A
few men at a time were pulled to the rear and
gjven a treat. About 20 or 30 miles back, cngi­
neers pitched two large tents, put up a gasoline­
fired pump and healer mounted on a trailer. next
to it. A hose was placed in a stream. water
pumped through the heater and out a spray
mounted on the tent' s center pole, In one tent,
we'd strip naked and run through the snow to the
next tent. The water seemed scalding hot, maybe
it needed to be, for us to serape clean. then dry off
and return to the first tent. There were piles of
pre-used clothes, having been washed in hOI wa­
rer, lying in stacks. Shirts piled together. pants in
anothcr stack, etc. We'd pick until a piece of
clothing would almost fit and dressed. Wool
clothes washed in hot water were stiff and shrunk
butthey felt good and we were grateful. These arc
the only times I remember getting a bath, during
combat. except when going back to the rear to the
rest center at Sarrebourg.

One letter from home told me my cousin,
Alvin Hoover. was in Europe so I asked for his
address. The day my answer carne I was surprised
hc was in the same division. I gor on the
switchboard to find the location of his company
and it so happened it was in the same town I was
in that day. I hurried down to the old glass factory
where his company was billeted for the night.
When I walked in he was really surprised. He dido
n't know I was in Europe. Broken glass covered
everything for the factory had been shelled. His
buddies busied themselves by finding an unbro­
ken glass. striking it with a small stick or pencil.
checking for different tones and aligning them in
order of notes. By striking them a tunc could be
played. If a piece broke, a search was made for a
replacement and the game went on. I thought that
was great. Alvin and I talked for a while bUI we
both needed to get back to duty. We did meet
again about two more limes before getting home.
Again it was a thrill to sec someone you knew.
(L)

I was familiar with glass but not crystal. I
soon learned the difference and also that Baccarat,
France was the crystal capital of the world.

Several of us heard the factory in St. l ouis
was selling crystal that had not yet been destroyed

es



and cut the designs. He was so skilled he drew no
pattern and when compared piece 10 piece it is
difficult to see any difference. I made arrange­
rncnts to come hack a few days later and pick
them up. Fortunate ly when they were finished, I
was still near and was able to rerum by huchhik ­
ing back to $ 1. Louis. ( F) He only charged me IWO

bars of toilet soap. I got a bar a month in rations
and had not bathed yet so I had the price. Both of
us were thrilled. I bummed a wood crate. packed
everything in hay and mailed it a ll hoping for the
best. from Enchenberg. (F) Two pieces sent to
Gladys were broken but those sent Mom came
through all-together. Lucky. They are still in the
family and much treasured.

Anothcr time [ shopped in a store and
bought a pair of wooden shoes for Gladys. The
French lady that lived in the house we stayed in,
begged for thern. saying she needed a new pair of
shoes. Maybe, but I wanted Gladys to have them
for a keepsake. She still does.

If you were wondering how [ had time 10
do these extra things , it was between and along
with assignments. The line companies moved for­
ward leapfrog fashion. As one moved through an­
other. two in front and the former, considered in
reserve. stayed behind a while or if needed it was
pushed throu gh another direcuo u to stop an attack
of the enemy or start an attack from our side. II

was best 10 have """0 companies on line and one
in reserve if possible. As a company moved for­
ward, some in my outfit laid wire with and to
them and continued to repair that line as neces­
sary. Thai meant traveling to the front, back and
forth to the switchboard and across the front as
needed. The lines radiated out from the battalion
switchboard to the front and sides, to companies
and adjacent battalions and to the rear for Ann y
headquarters and all other support units. All like a
giant spider web. That meant I was all over, to
and from all companies as needed . None of this
was fun. It was always within the sound of and
mostly in range of shelling, bombing or strafing.
A great deal of time was spent with riflemen un­
der fire. My job was to keep telephone lines oper­
aring. nol firing a rifle except as personal prorec­
tion. Thai meant I was fired at and had little
chance to return the same. It was so hellish and
nerve-racking I prayed earnestly. and many limes,
10 either remove me from this or blow off a leg so

66

I could gel out of this hell. My prayers were nOI
answered and I did not gel away from it all com­
pletely unlil combat ceased.

As combat continued and we had more
casualties. noncoms that had shown Jeadersbip
were promoted with " Battle Field Commissions"
to replace lost officers. One I recall. was Staff
Sergeant Sam uel Rosenberg. He seemed 10 be a
very nice fellow and was complaining about being
assigned too many missions 10clean out machine
gun nests. One day he said. "Captain is
going to get me killed yet. This is the third time
today he has sent me and a group to clean out a
machine gun nest." He had completed the firsl
two but this t ime his prophecy proved right. He
was killed on this one.

In anothe r little town we met a Frenchman
that explained he was with the French Freedom
Fighters. I don't know how he finally made us
understand because we did not know French and
he spoke little or no English. He led us. there was
only two or three of us together, into this house to
the cellar and began to dig in the din floor. He
dug up the old rusty remains of a pistol he had
buried years be fore when the Germans look over
his house. The pistol was 00 good then but it was
kept OUI of the hands of the Germans. He also
showed the slice in the rear of his raincoat and
explained he had stabbed a Gennan soldier and
took the coat.

In this same town, we had 001been able to
gel food or raricns from the kitchen for a while. I
had a packet of bullion and some GI crackers
saved in my pocket bUI only a linle water in my
canteen . I scrounged through a house. found some
seed onions and small potatoes. >! built a fire.
heated the water with potatoes and onions. I
crumbled the stale crackers in and had a feast.
Wasn' t enough but it tasted so good I wanted
more. When we did get out of waler we could gel
more at the town fountain but had to use tablets to
purify it and that left an awful taste so we tried to
avoid that.

Another lime I didn't have enough rations
and was so hungry I picked up a can of rations
from a dead German. Since this was canned I fell
il safe 10 eat. Using my pocket GI can opener I
wrestled the top off and smelled an awfully strong
fish odor. I was so hungry I tasted il but couldn't
stand to eat n. It seemed to be strong mackerel or



anchovies . I knew they were shon on food and I
don't see how they survived for that was about all
I ever saw they had. I felt sorry if it was so. I never
tried to eat their food again . As much as we com­
plaincd about our rations. they were far superior.

The engineers. when possible. would
sweep the roads for mines before trucks and tanks
would travel ever them. (H- pg. 77) I remember
one such time: there was.. a narrow Iwisting black­
top that ran up and over a small incline. The road
had been cleared and white tape placed on stakes
to show the limits of the cleared area. It was slow
and conges ted and some hotheaded impatient
truck driver decided 10 go over the tape around the
line of traffic. Out in the field he drove over a land
mine, damaged his truck and could not go any far­
ther. but the explosion also killed one of the men
removing mines. The dead man's officer was
really cursing out the truck driver for being so stu­
pid and killing his man. I did not have the opportu­
nity to hear the outcome but that officer was mad
enough to kill that careless jackass driver.

We had been issued a thin parka that was
white on one side and 00. (H- pg. 98, &101) on
the other. By turning the coot its camouflage
helped against the snow or
dark landscape . whichever
was needed . We also, as sup­
plies penni lied. exchanged our
"combat boors" for -sboe­
packs". They were waterproof
foorgcar with leather uppers to
help keep the feel dry in rain
or snow. Inside we had felt
pads to cushion our feel and
absorb moisture. Feet tended
to swear and this caused ("an 0J'l"'.....

trench foot when exposed 10 the cold. We had two
pair of pads, one to wear and the other to place in
the bedroll or next 10 the body at night to "dry
out". Sometimes smelly. but they helped. S p c ­
cial gloves were issued to riflemen. They wcre like
mittens except the trigger finger had its own sec­
tion. Therefore we could pull the trigger without
removing the glove. The outside was made of wa­
tcr resistant materia l and a separate liner inside
was made of wool. This helped keep the hands
relatively dry and warm.

I remember the time that one of the compa­
nics was caugh t out on the forward side of a high

hill facing the Germans across the valley on the
opposite hill. No trees or other cover to hide be­
hind. The weather was about twenty degrees be·
low zero and snow was very deep , These troops
stayed in their foxholes all day with boots on. in­
side of bedroll s and/or blankets and were barely
able to keep from freezing. If they ventured
outside in daylight the Germans would shoot.
They could only get out after dark for toilets, food
or help. Many lost their IOCS or feel due 10 trench
fool or freezin g. I never understood why they were
nOI pulled out of this position afte r dark. There
surely had to be a reason to remain here for sev­
eral days. When their telephone lines were broken
they couldn't be repaired until a fter dark .

One night il fell my assignment to repair
this telephone line. I was 10 drive the jeep as close
as possib le and repair a line that had been broken
for most of the day. Remember that I had only a
few hours of driving any vehicle. Our crew was
about four men, all loaded with tools and wire we
estimated we 'd need . I drove as close 10 the corn­
pany as pract ical. The snow was deep and light
from the sky was almost nonexis tent. Fearing we
would drive off the path into a ditch and be stuck.
we chose to park the jeep and walk. After only a
little bit, we saw a movement in the distance that
appeared to he a patrol of men. They. like us, had
white parkas for camouflage, but we could not be
sure they were American or German because the
Germans had captured some of our coats. I sig­
naled the men with me to stop and drop. The other
group must not have seen us for they continued
on. So did we after they disappeared. We had no
des ire to have a firelight even if they were Ger­
mans. Just repair the wire and get out. We connn­
ucd the rest of the way to the marooned company.
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completed the telephone repair and walked back
to our jeep. We were lucky we had a hole or cel­
lar to return to that night. The men in that for­
ward company didn't .

Big powerful searchlights. likc those that
were used in England to search for German air­
planes making raids against London, were set up
in our rear. These were used to shine light on the
clouds that overcast the sky and reflect over the
Genna n lines. The theory of this "artificial
moonlight" was to help our troops see the enemy
at night. I didn't think it helped us much. The
Germans tried to knock them out. (H- pg. 121
&174) These same lights are used now to draw
attention at the grand opening of new stores in
the U.S.

" Bcd Check Charlie" was the name given
to the light German observation plane that flew
over about midnight each night. The motor had
such a different sound it was always distin­
guished from ours, even if it could not be seen.
The pitch would vary between a roar and a
growl. Very different than most light planes. l ie
tried to spy on us and gather information but we
didn't fire at him, for if we did, our location
would be revealed and he could call for artillery
on us. One night while I was on guard duty out­
side the Battalion c.p, I heard "Bed Check Char­
lie" and reported him to the officers inside, as I
had been directed. They were accustomed to him
and said, "OK". Shortly, a jeep loaded with sol­
diers on patrol and armed with a mounted 50-cal
machine gun, barreled up and asked for the Bat­
talion CP. While someone went inside to report,
they gave me the information they were relaying
to the officers. They had seen " Bed Check Char­
lie" drop five paratroopers. Word was immedi­
ately sent out to double the guard and I soon had
another man to join me. Later the patrol returned
and reported that three of the paratroopers had
been captured. J never heard what happened with
the other two.

Because of the weather, we held up in the
same position for several days. Some 40mm quad
antiaircraft units were positioned ncar us. One
warm day the ground thawed and their heavy gun
mounts sank down in the mud to the axles. Three
P-47 airplanes flew over, close to the ground and
to our rear into the sun. No one fired because
they were our planes. Soon they returned with

guns blasting at everything. I had been outside
and saw them go over but as soon as they started
firing I ran into a house and hugged the floor un­
til the attack was over. They only made one pass
that day. We found, later, these planes had been
captured, the American insignia left on and then
used against us. (H-pg.97)

A new outfit from the States was reliev­
ing us, so we could push forward again. Our
guard ar the cross roads had just been replaced by
the new troops and his replacement was badly
shot. We never heard, but he was not expected to
make it. A 6X6 personnel truck was unloading
more new troops in the same area. All the tires
on that truck were flat, the canvas cover riddled
and several men killed. One had caught a 20mm
round in the head and the truck looked as if hogs
had been butchered. Once again I was lucky.

A week later the captured planes tried the
same trick but this time they were shot down. I
actually saw one of them go belly up and crash,
A good sigh! if it can be called good. (H pg. 109)

Another day the sergeant called me to go
up to the next town and pick up something. I
needed to get my carbine in the house but he
said, "There is one in the jeep, go ahead". I
looked in the back seat. saw one there so I took
off. Down the road, between towns, I saw a rab­
bit sitting on the snow in a field. Thinking how
good he would taste in a stew, I stopped, fired,
missed and tried several more times. kicking up
snow all around him. By that time he was cross­
ing the road and a vehicle was coming toward me
and I didn' t want to shoot someone. I tossed the
carbine into the jeep, went on, completed my job
and returned to base. I started to replace the used
ammunition for whoever the rifle belonged to. It
did not have any left in it. I had only fired 3 or 4
times. Someone had used almost all the ammo
before me and had not replaced it. If I had met a
"Kraut" I would have been long gone. I always
kept two clips, full and taped side to side, so I
would have plenty ammo if needed. I never let
that happen again. I made sure I had my own
weapon, clean and full of ammunition.

As usual we were staying in a little
French town and had taken over some houses.
Some of the civilians had been out in the woods
to pick up the ir ration of firewood. The govern­
ment owned the forest and cut the firewood, with



each family gelling a share. All the small limbs
and brush could be had for the picking up. This
family had a load of logs on the ox drawn wagon,
driven by women, and pulled near the house to
unload. This was in the way of our vehicles so
several of us young men wanted to help these
"old" women. They probably weren't over 30 or
40, but looked old. The women reached up on the
wagon, lifted a log onto a shoulder, walked into
the barn and tossed it onto the log pile. I reached
for a log, rolled it on my shoulder, felt like it was
going to drive me into the ground, lugged it to the
pile and dropped it. They were used to heavy work
and were upstaging us with their strength. I don't
remember trying it again. Too embarrassing.

In good weather we could see the "vapor
trails", frozen exhaust fumes, of airplanes going
toward Germany for bombing runs. The fighter
planes were faster and wove around the B-I7' s, B­
24's and B-25's making trails like spider webs
through the straight ones ofthe bigger planes. One
day a large flight of B-24's was going overhead
but one lagged behind. He had started having trou­
ble as he passed over our lines. They were lucky
because the plane had not gone too far into Ger­
many. We could hear the motors missing and see
he was losing altitude . The crew tried to restart
the motors and for a while the motors fired as they
should and it appeared he climbed a little, before
they cut out again. We could see the plane start a
spiral to the right. Men started jumping and the
parachutes filled out as we watched and counted
until we thought everyone was out. Men with ve­
hicles drove to the area and recovered the com­
plete crew. The pilot was the last to jump and
landed in a tree and broke his leg. When the plane
hit the ground it missed the town. There was still
mosl of the fuel and all the bomb load when the
plane crashed. causing a terrible explosion and the
ground shook like an earthquake.

We were always laying wire to every­
where. One time Lucian Pierce and I worked sev­
eral hours putting out a line to "I" Co., way out on
the brow of a hill, overlooking the town of Reyers­
viller, France. This was a good distance away from
the main body of troops. The "Password and
Counter Password" changed at noon each day. We
happened to leave before we got the new pass­
word. After laying this line in the morning, we had
worked the rest of the day 10 repair it for it had

been damaged several times before we could fin­
ish. It was difficult to keep it in working condition.
Generally when both wires were broken or CUI, it
could be checked by clipping onto the wire with
our field telephone. We could determine the direc­
lion 10go in order to find the break. Late that day
there was a one-sided break and was difficult 10
find. It could nOI be found by the same method.
We started from "I" Co. and followed the wire by
holding it in our hand, feeling all the way for the
break. By the time we found and repaired the line,
dark caught us. We couldn't see the way back 10
the main body of troops and had to handhold the
wire and follow it. The woods were dark and
rough. We stu mbled and fell over rocks and
stumps for a long time. Pierce was a person with
lillie patience and declared he was dropping the
wire and started in the direction he thought was
right. I said "I don' t think that we should do this
bU1 1'1l go with you so we won't bc separated and
shoot each othe r." I followed for some distance
and when we came to a clearing, he said, "This
does not look familiar." I agreed. We then pro­
ceeded 10crawl on hands and knees to retrieve the
lost telephone wire. It look some lime and was nol
a pleasant trip. When we finally found it and fol­
lowed it to the main body of companies, we were
challenged with the new password. Since we left
the forward company before the password
changed. we had not received the change at noon.
We were in deep trouble. We explained to the
guard. He pulled back the rifle bolt and chambered
a round. That sent cold chills down our backs and
we really explained why we had nol heard the
change and how we had gotten lost. Finally the
guard believed us and we returned to our own out­
fit. That was a lesson not soon forgollen. I don't
believe I ever again failed 10 get the new pass­
word.

I did not actually see it happen but all of us
believed it and had a good laugh at the story laid
about one of the "snipers". He told of the German
on the far hill, in the woods on the other side of
the ravine, that had the habit of coming out of hid­
ing. Still thinking he could not be seen, he' d tum
his back to the Americans, shuffle his feet and
drop his pants for his daily routine. Because he
didn't face us, the sniper used the excuse to place
his rifle, with its attached scope, over something
for a rest. when the "Kraut" came out and got
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comfortable . " I squeezed the trigger. That damn
'Jerry' j umped up in the air and disappeared." No
matter how serious something became. we had to
laugh j ust to keep our sanity. Wonder how that
Gennan explained that wound?

While we were in this location. the Ger­
mans fired at us with big guns. We could see the
flash. hear the report and then the shell exploded
near us. The L-5 artillery spotter airplanes went up
and tried to spot the gun emplacements. They
could never find them. Later we could understand
why. We were approaching the Maginot Line
where the gun turrets raised. fired and then disap­
peared into the ground, well camouflaged.

We returned by a rear road to a town, I be­
lieve it was Lemburg. As we drove around a bend
ofthe road, the body of a Gennan soldier. that had
been a member of an anti-tank gun, had fallen on
the surface of the roadway. Because of Germans
firing at us, no one could remove the body. We
traveled over this stretch in a hurry and every time
we got to this area. we could feel the bump as we
passed over the body. His remains were finally
washed off the road with the rain and snow j ust
like that of a wild animal would have been.

We used the town of Reyersvillcr as head­
quarters for a while. This little town was fairly
well protected and we cleaned up. Our group was
billeted in an old saloon. Behind the bar there was
a pit of water, covered with an iron grate. I guess
this caught all spills of beer. Frank Harris, the
older man and jeep driver, wanted to be neat
whenever he could, lost his razor and borrowed
mine. Frank dropped my razor into this pit and it
could not be recovered. He later replaced it with
another, which I used until I came home.

Another man and I were assigned to fol­
low"!" Co. up a road behind Reyersvil1er over the
hill toward where the big guns had been firing at
us. The troops were stopped at the edge of the
woods, blocked by small arms fire and artillery.
We finished the wire to the company and returned
to the tavern we were staying in. Something broke
the wire and a crew of four men was sent to repair
the break and tic the line overhead where it
crossed the road. When we got to the first broken
place, the Gcnnans were firing pretty heavily. The
driver turned the jeep around for a quick getaway
when we were finished. Another man climbed a
tree with pole climbing spurs, to tic the wire over-
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head. One man pulled wire and spliced it. I put on
the field telephone to test the line, to be sure it was
complete. The Germans threw in some big shells
that landed among us and we had no protection of
foxholes or anything else. We were out in the open
in the middle of a big forest and shells landing all
around. The man up the tree j umped down. I threw
the phone in, the other man dropped the wire, we
all piled in the jeep and the driver went hell bent
for leather to the rear. Out of range of fire, we con­
nected our phone and reported what happened. We
were ordered to go back. finish fixing that wire
and don't come back until it was repaired. We
tried to explain it would be suicide to go back then
and there. We were ordered to go anyway. The
three didn't want to go and I reasoned my friend
"Buddie" White was up there without a phone and
if the Germans counterallack, our men would be in
a bad way. Radios were used a lot but were unreli­
able because of terrain and weather conditions.
That is why our phones and wires were depended
on so much. I decided to go alone and asked to
have the jeep so I could get back quickly. They
walked back a fter giving me the vehicle. 1drove to
where I expected to find broken wires. I knew I
had a bad time driving for I still didn't have much
experience and asked one of the men in a foxhole
to tum the jeep around so I could leave in a hurry.
Some new infantrymen had moved in and while
digging their foxholes they buried the wire with
dirt. They couldn't see the wire after dark making
my job more difficult. It took me several hours
before all the broken wires were repaired.

I wasn't quite finished when I heard steps
marching down the TOad that sounded like those of
the Gennan hobnailed boots. 1 crawled down into
the ditch and yelled " Halt." They stopped and I
challenged. I knew I couldn't make much head­
way stopping a bunch coming through but I could
alert the men around me. It turned out some Gls
had captured Germans and were marching them
back to POW camp. Boy! Was I relieved! On they
went.

When I finally completed the line repair I
tried to start the jeep. Several times I started and
killed the engine by letting the clutch out too
quickly and not giving it enough gas. It made an
awful racket because a hole had been punctured in
the muffler. It was well after midnight and dark as
pitch. I couldn' t see the road and when I finally



started to move I had to look at the sky betwee n
the tree tops to stay on the road and make it back
to base cam p.

The next day some of the men recogn ized
that I was the one that made so much noise. They
said the Germans heard the noise and tossed in
some heavy art illery because they thought that
tanks were moving in. r hope no one was injured
because of that.

For this action. one of my office rs told
me I had been written up to receive the Silver
Star but later. instead, r was presen ted a Bronze
Star, by some big wheel in the old saloon that we
used for headq uarters. (My citat ion dates this ac­
tion as December 14, 1944 , (Doe- 3)(H- pg­
H7,map) The paper work states that other men
had laid the phone wire earlier, but I was the one
Ihal put it in place. That was one reason I was
sen t, for I knew where it was located.

A few days later my name was drawn to
take a trip 10 a rest cen ter in Paris. I am sure il
was because of Illy actions earlier. We left De­
cember IH, 1944 (L ) by three trucks with 34
men, and it was grea t to get away. We spent part
of a day and one night ncar Sarrcbourg, France
where I got my second bath not in combat. The
first was out of Illy helmet; the third was when I
got 10 Paris. We were able 10 go to the Red Cross
and get Coke and doughnuts. What an added
treat. I toured the town as much as I could and
saw all of the histo rical places. There was a place
ca lled Lunar Park. simila r to Fountain Ferry Park
in Louisville, where I rode rides and played those
games that arc usually at a carnival. I racked up
several scores but nOI enough to get a prize. An­
othe r soldier also playing. didn' t have enough
score and gave me his. This made enough to
choose a small pencil. It appeared to be carved
ivory, maybe plastic, and had a magnifying glass
in the side of one end. By holding it close to the
eye and look ing through it, pictures of scenes in
Paris cou ld be seen. I sent it to Gladys for a keep­
sake, which we st ill have.

A strange sight to me was the urinals on
the streets. A metal shield stretched a lmost all the

way around a light pole on the street comer. Men
entered in the gate opening and urinated against
the pole where it ran into the sewer. The shield
was about a foot 00' the ground and men's feet
could be seen standing around inside. In one park
a hedge on ly shielded the urinal and I saw one
man stop walking with his lady friend. walked
into the hedge, did his business and never missed
any conversation with the woman. Strange to us
Americans.

The civilians would gang up around a sol­
dier if he had candy or cigarcucs to sell, and buy
all he had. If a GI threw away a butt. there was a
rush of people to grab it and they would almost
fight each other over it. Terrible to see people in
such an awfu l sta te.

Some places in France the people were so
hungry they arg ued over ou r garbage which was
intended for the hogs . This was hard for us to
watch. (F)

I also had pictures made in one of the
machines where you sit in a booth in front of a
camera, put money ill a slot, pose different ways
and a strip of pictures came out. In another place
I had pictures made like a postage stamp and I

E
used them on letters for my signa ture.

re .I purchased a few gifts for family. For
~ Dad I bought an electric razor and for

Mom and the girls handkerchiefs and
Stallip other things , I scm Gladys a bottle of

"Eve ning in Paris" perfume and u brace­
let that contained pictures of buildings in Paris.
molded into the links.

I was also able to see Jack Benny in an
usa show whi Ic there.

I spent three nights and two days there
before returning to my outfit. Funny how good it
is to gel behind the lines but you worry you arc
not with your friends and arc also wary of what is
happening. At the front you know where the en­
emy is, but away, you arc anxious and wondering
what is going to happen. It was a mixed relief to
gel back.

"
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Po .U\lllII(Ill.e ....en" , o f I'rOll U St ..... Jo!e<IfIl • • • • • ••••• •• • •• •••••• •• • • ••• • : .... . . . . . . 1
j," .,rt of ! ..<>IlU St .... 1100<'1111. . . . . ... .. . . • ••• • • ••••• •• • • •• ••••••• • ••• • • . • • • . • • • • II
........<1. of J.1r !-l<l<\ao1 •••• ••• •••••••••••••• :-•• • • ••• •• • •• • • • • • • • • •••••• •• • • • • • • • • • ' III

Unde .. t ile p r oYh tono o f Jr.:q :FI-enl .. t1 o"e GOo-t5 , d."\ . a :ere' St ....
Y.~ 1l1 I .. p"etll""",uo1::r . ..ar<.\. d to .. ..,10 o f th.. t ol1ovl D4j; " 004 I.nd t .. l <lU41.'

;;OlfJJtll GllZ!:L:l:OO. &178881 , serf'<l...t. 399 th Inten t..,. Regl_nt . to .. h • .,.. l ..
achle"....n t I,. ""Uo.. On 4 l'f..Y.aber 19 44 , i n tile nclnU,. of St. ~lIl:I'. 7t'OW1oe. 'fHII
ri v e oth e.. e nl l.ted ",e ll , SoI' t"unt O.. nl .... l<l v .. l unt ....ed to .t n ot al l .. r o Old1>l ock """ .r
"""lO;}" a r Hll e.. ,.. ""' r t ar """ 1lnlpe .. fIre . Al t ho Uf:h p i nne d down by 1I" " t tl. ""Ho.. 011
f oar .."0....' 0"•. the p ....t y eo\U""C"ou,d ,. p r o""e<I..,l, \tith t t" lI!l ..l .o......<1 "o"cee<'ad. t ..
e"t nH l oh1"4; the r "adbl"c,<• . t h en ........ ad. the po.i t io.. "1t;ho ot r .U ef fo r nft ••n
hoo u, ret=nl.n« the fl re of the .n"~ eJI<1 prov ld l n« .ec:or tt,. f or t roo". 1.... " ...... _
by ..U l fll:O'. In t hl • ..,ti<>n, 6erpant 1':'001."1<1 weo "", .. t al l y ...,,,,,,dod . l'.n " f lel .. ,
rr""c• • (h- ze}ec:'d {IoIoth"r) ,.Joeh".lot . lI.w Hal!Il'eh l ....

r..l.VID H. St.ITH. ~611940. &O .." e""t , 39 6th In:l' a",i"..,. )\..&1"en t , :1'".. h" r ol " ""hi . ....
",,,ot In ..., Uon 00 11 Do",,<:'be r 1 "'44 . 10 t h" .. l clnHY 0 :1' L .. "'b .. .." . J'r an" .. . \1>.... ~1 .

co mpen,y' .. "" "lU'-l C..Uoo 11 ... "ace eo.. e..od ... " ......\11t ot """"I\' .... t U ler y l''''JIIb N'<b>..nt.
&or lj;""n t 30d t h wu . ..lgn"d , h .. dHtlcuJ. t end d llmpr" " . ,, 1 ..1011 of .. ""811'1" ,, t h ..
..ir... !hbJec ~ et\. to conc.ntr llt ed IIIO r ter and «I'U l1&..y tt l"" . 5,, ::-....... t Sr>1th "".
"0"""'''' ......>.1.. cou~"o~ o1Y " .... r .... lriot: hir ~ ot1 • • , ~ ~1"" ol'.o.. tly th0t:..an.r. EIor~
«"....t S<:d.th' . c0'"Plne d.",o tlon to dut:, ..., M . t.erl .. . e ne u I n th.-·f"" " of ,,-_,...
"00 the p r ld"........'" od ..l .. ..tlo.. 0:1' ..11 ofu""r, "",,- ..e" o f h l , o rf; ...l ."t1on. r:"n of
k l n , BeUy H. Sm!t h (Vlle) , l:e.. :",th Tel l o.... tor... F...-:" lo'yoml. n« .

tinder t b. p ro,hlO" . of In\1lleguleU o,,"~: 'a • • ,..D!ed;· allrou . SO ....
Kadel I ~ ...."...d. <I. to '!\ell of the fOllon", DUed l ndld du . h :

. . . j .

J OI!r: P . O\ESJl. 33000774. Plr." Se:rPOIIt (then'technle.i Sere."".. ) . ;.waUl I.. reD.:
t..,. R. giment-. · r"r h·er oic IICh i lIt I .. ...~t101'. 0,( 10 V......Ol:lb.l'··1.944 , I n t he Yie h l1t :v
or Jti.. ll1. ;r""c . . 'If<> e.. hi t.1#,n o.r h.."",/ lloIlCl:l.llr ~ .. ae . . ..1 """4th~ tNll; "t
. UppOrt 1ll8 "" " ,.. ""e l "", 1·1fJ. ".I'~lilP'I'JT. Ser r."l"II.t · t'u,,~' ""~ r~l"C't. t o hetl M .
e'OC r "p en t er ....l tl un "'.... I nt·....."" .eDIl!:tl' ...,>'t..... = ,1 art Uhl';' ft ' ..... ~eplte eh:r_.l
..olJlll!. 11l Ul. toot . h. ref\a&4 t" b. ....HCU1te4 ""'..: cQ.,ttr.\l,~ <l. :u a11ll.& hh l:lIO!l ln t h.
ree. "r wl tll. rt", bottll" n re. Joe a r"814 ~ ~ f h i . " \l; . : at.t. l ng e"urq• • I llltldb"
AIItI 1.""-"...h I P . hit ••ctl on ,,". able to ,"'~-o<lplh;" I ta lII1ulo:>. en<! err.eth·ely IIlJ
p<>rt t h e rtr1. c"lIlpsnJ". .Eatered mUt...,- ...::-ne. (relll :&4l.H <:lOre , R....:rl~.

DJ.VI1' ". :!.U.LI:Z. JR.. OI 311V9 . nret t.t.uh.....t . :l99Ul Inr ....t,.,. bp_t . rot
Ilerole lIChi......... t I .. ac H en 0 .. 16 " ".. . mb e r 19« . b ·th" de1ll.1ty e r lIace u . t .
7r....ce . V'hlle bJ.. pl ..toon .. .. . deplo:red e.. the r Q..",...d . I op. or an .,sj.c""t h l U
preceding "" at t llCk b;r the nlla1ll.d.r or t he c0"'l''''''''' " l"'r ",e n,:r padU o" • • l<1 . u ie.......t
lle.lU • • 10y ,ld U ful lIl......u".,.lng of hh "'Oi>. 1Ile<:~e4 ..d i ., ( ran", the tire or the
.ne..... fOI"". a ~ dhdod:l& t he i r 41fp ,,,U l on. z",po-.ud'.y ..~.Ill.& h i ...elt t o .n....
:q tir. t e uncaeer t N"ge t a t o r hie r1tu lI." ft;l4 h.::"~f~tlb :1:. oe . Ql'" with n ell.k p ...
t r"I • • h i 41..er t ed the he ..ah tire t o lt~ . ..... t~r ar.t p·eo.t1y t ",,1l1h t ed t h . illCo-;
ceufUl ho.. tlll IItt ....1< of 0= ror e ... Ic>t er e<l >lJ.l1t....... ..r nc. r ..olO ;[on"lulu .
Kaw..U .

JOm' If. st..m~, 3451 3797, T,,<:hDle e! Serg. ... t . m t h t n h n tr )' ll ..g1...... t , t o.. '*'
t " i e achl ..el!l<>llt In eet1"n ~n & Dee""'ber 11144, In the " lelnH:r or ' )i)u t..rhllliu .
h an e•• A8aum1n.g eOlllpht . eo,"",",,'" In the all . ane . or hI' pla'ooll ' l e li4e1". :·So>tg,..... t

- , - ::c ... :.:
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Sl lld ~ " " " giT8%> the d1fflcult M d d""g<'
and hootile .." i,," ro f r o.. th" w".t",." ..
..,al l ...... f h ·" . 11 " . 0 okUlfUlly deplo:
.~etor "Md".tr oyed. Entered milihr y

,a m1..100 of clarr ln« "MlO)' re ..r ~ ....da
On of " t o...... ~~yl"« r orw ....~ u:ld.r b• ....,.
hl. ""'0 th...t all on,,1IlI' r utot ""ce ln th"

""'1c" r rom lrawlo:in....111" . Georgia.

C!'J...'lI.::S S. JDJ.K:D: . 31~19 2? St art ~rg.ant . ;.l99tb Infant ry R"gl.ne nt. :nta r ..t
mlli to.r,. ....... 1c .. !1'om (llutonbury. Conn"cti cu t ,

GEOaG:i: W, IIA'./i:. 686 3423 . ~t ~ff ';or g<l llllt . :.<9 qth I nf""t..,. lI"gl....nt. mt~red lIIil~

H ..ry .......1" " f ro m " ..... ... Clt,. . ::t ..our1.
J,lC!C D. : ~RO . 3:171 3569. PJ'i.,,,t. ?iut Cla.. . 399th Inr ""try R<!oth ..o t . :i:nte r'"

.. t ltt....,. ....... t " . fro .. P1tcairn. p,.on~lvIn1..
JJ:.f!:S Jol. 1l'RIOP'l'. 6883740 , Pr1ynte rat Cl .. . . 399th In f an t r y R"p mont. 3l:t ..r.

,,<I " i li tarY "" .... 10. (r.... Clar', .lIurg . 1{~ -lrgl ll1.".
lIJL= 7 . $":Y'i' !!E , 37567472. Prlynt ~ l 399th I nf ar.t r y R"gi ...nt. .!<>.t ared. ..ll tt llrJ

...... , c . fro m Sr int 1'....1 . JU""aao t ...
For !>erolc ac b IClV" nt 1n ""'Hon on " 1I0y",.lIu 194 4 . ln th .. yt cin1ty or St.

11 .."11" . i'!' ""c... ~ ..... ...n b u . of .. d n .. • qua<l. ""l un t ..r"d to t n . t all ... .... nd_
bloc": u....... r """"II" erUllttry , mOrt .... IIIl/l . ni p.... 11.... J.1tho"gh pi"""'" ~.o"" by boo­
tU.. acUon On fo W' oco ... i o".. t h .. p....t;.- cour"8..ouo1y p rocoeded vt t h it ...i ..to:>
an<!. ."co••d"'" 1& aat"bli . h1ng t h .. r08<lblkk . t h.n """",e<" t ha Fo.lt t on wlthout r .....
U a f for fi ft""n hour • • ueurntng t h.. f U " of tha ""a"ll" 0Illd p r oy 1ding . acur11y fo r
troop . in " " "arby .,l 11aga.

HUGS J . Bnt;.l2 , 3~971M. Sts,ff ~I:.""t . m eth Infut...,. Regi m..nt. for llar01c
ach1eYal>e"-t in ac tion 0" 9 t'e camba r 1944; 1n tha Yic i,,11y of St . Lo"l • • :rr "" c ...
...Ip>e <1 the lOi ulon of • • t ol>H ah1n g Con'l'Ct with. un11 on hl . eO"",,Nl7" r i gllt
n llnk . ~rt;tt ant $ ". cour"8aou ol y led ft p..trol Ulrough 1n t ..n sa .... tl11 ..r ;r ·f i .... /'ID<1
""...... & th1o,Uy_pl Nlted ..1". n.I<l . &.>tce••rullr /lCco"'Pl ilhi nl!: hll mi ,,'on wlth­
oue eu"e1ti .. to hi •• 'l".a . ~r;;a ""t ~ne ..""bl<t<l hi . c""'P~ t o continue H .
edvanc. wi th eontt. ~_c. t h"t . t lla !l ..nl-; ",a protected . :i:nte r ed .. tl1t~..,. ...r d c..
f ...... KIloe""naflCl<. ;:_ Jar • ..,. .

no..; •. ,-,... " 34:>~~;s7'. Iit&t $or """ . \17th l,,:~......,. Rooc;l"'l"' . t<>r
nor o l 0 achiev.......·1t in AC tl O& dur i n« t h., , . rto<! 10 o..c ..",bl" 1944 to 14 Doc• ..t>"r 1944 .
i n t h e v lcln11y of Mo"terl:lou.. . ?ranca• . SO rge ....t Crit t endon " ....Mru.t<t<l "1th fUll
I.Mar oh1p ot hi. pI " ! "." 0.. 10 ='ace"'ber . ""an 1I0th U. pl.'oon 1o ""'. r II:lI! platoon
.orotaant fIll Y1etl"" to an""" I1 r o . Elf pl n. oon. " ,," giy..n the difficult ...., gn­
.. ... " of oceup.vtng 1 hill ane!. or g.....i .lng t . <let.",a "lthout t ho " ..I . t ""ca of an<!
actlng l u. _ n.den tl y of tll. r"",atn~ ar of, t ll a co ,",,""y . Se,.geant Cr1 H ..n<'0" ooi1<luct_
ad lll. lIIl..aion witll .uch oldll th"t t ha h111 ..... . ..=,.<1 nn<1 eo""l.td y den1.<1 t o
c"""tar_1tt actd nt; he.tn .. r or.... . t:r o.tlr on . bUnot the coor>en,y Pn<I b.ttalion i n ac­
co,""Uahi"", t heir " "" lI:1ulon• • :;lnt..r od, ml.Uttiry ....... ica from lI.....t _ l l . Georgi ....

Ci'}"~5 7. n=. 35551 535. Stll/f " 11':.. "" t. ;.lgeth Inf8nt ry lIagi _n t . Enter'"
lIIiHt ....y "" r¥ica frolZl l~l!oh"'lIil:n . In<1hll "r

J J.:(ES V . SJ,llIJ.. ~~947:;7. Staft ~rr~...nt . ;.l96th I nf ..tr :;r lI"8l.....e , 3ntar <'<1
lIIili ta:..,. ..I""1CI f ...... Porth llttll"",r •• J:C.. ... Yo r k .

roll' IOl'lD 't. cor.xoY. 3473e~7, ~ rt;tt""'t , ;.l98th Inf'Nltry hgi_nt . :::nt..r~ ml.l_
ltN'y ....... IC• . fro," l:a"'Phl • • ·re""'''H.

J,lCl( B. ,ilOlll:R:l'S, 37516795. h 1y . t .. "!r.' CIa .. . 398th In!"....try R. gi ...."t . StI._
te re<l .. tUta:..,. ......11. (To," Pior.o~ • • I~' "

tor haroic ""h,J. ..........t I n action'; 14 J;loca ..be::- 1944 . in th.. vicinity of Re,.ar ,
v1Un . :;'ranea. Utar t heir phtoon b "ltM..""" from ·"" ara" l ubj.ctod t o he....,.
ho.tn• ...-tHlary . IIOrt .... ..,..l. .=ell . ....:, rtn. t lleee .... n "lth dl ....gard fo r t het r
parennal . araty ....c:at na<! baMnt' t o "" h t .... l1 ...t a1ll. to 1 .""louaJ.y woUJ>lled co....
rada. llhl.1a " dUng to ""u.to t ha Ca al tr un<Ier covar o~ d....kna.. ....~ al tho,,«,>
unar ... ~ axcep t for Itniv t hay C"Pt llr , ai ght Gar"' .... pril<lnar . . ,lot lli p tfe11 . tll al
aucca ..fUlly evaoat~ thalr ",,"""' ed f aVo.w_eol d1e r wi t h the 11.d 0/ "': l mprovloe<l
.treteh.r. • ~ , . . " , • .

J!:D,t:I,'ll ~ . LOOBY. 3:>65034"1, St"N' $or &"""t . 397th I n.t"" try hgi_L fo r ha io
aeh l .....a ...n t in ""Uon On 13 l'oy ..lOh.r 1944. 1n t ha Y'!ctn11Y o f allen I. ' ~ .., a . no ca .
IIhUa lae<'.t"f; 1 rty a_""", pat..ol eo r aco" ,,01tH ena:::' I n.t all ...t!ono 0"" .t....~. Ser·
«a .....t Loob ,. ~ h1 . 10mra<1.. wara el l "~ed"" ~ eoncant r " ticn of haaY)" ..rt ....
ohalling. \·Ith otr ea t <I oUon eo. duty• •",,<l. e1tho~ ""lind.d hi "" .lt. ~rga""t toob;
r """,y '" t he ot!1..r .,e",be or h to ,, ~t r~l t o .aret:.- . ~ .... " '. w_· ,.,""... ~ ~ our a1~ . t ..,.

- :! -

77



GIJ, fl. H'llOOth In! DIT • .Al'O 447 . US~'. 3,1"" 45 eontd ,

tto" rnd t h .... j'iUU ..tI th ~ .uti n to ~ h .. "".u.u U .. ..
......... t1'1.. llvu . f th .. four b .. n of h l " p... ~,.ol.
:e,.o,,:>: . il_ Yorl<.

Hl. he,.o1e ""Uo" undoub tetll l'
Entered o1l1tft%'Y " .."vlee fTo m

~'I' A. KAVRIFAC. 1:JJ95612. Staf"f 5eTgeflnt , 3geth I,.fnn t TY R"ct"",,,t . f OT he_
T0 1c "",h1 ..v .. mellt 1n lIet lo" on 4 II ..c e ..b ..T 1944. 1" th" ...1el llUy of Soueht. p,."""...
WhUe d lreeUn g t h e £1,. .. of ht ll!:hty_o"" m11Hmet " r ..,rttlJ" n1 ..toon fro", "" ai"'lIn C-
.. II ob ..e tio" po . t . ~Tge""t " r!n"" . "'''0 ..... . ,,1"0 111 com::nn.le"Uon ..tth .. chem! _
cel .., r t p l .. t o o" N>II .. od:>:ty m1111m"ter ",OTt ",. ...etto.. . ob .... ,. ......, pn 1011 .."\1' out.,o .. t
group to th .. r,.ont NlII by ACeur" t .. f 1 r .. f " OOl h l " 0..." pl ot oon 1I1"""r"...I th" ho ..til"
f ore ... Wh..", .. ., ,,,,h l no CJ.lI ..""'l ""......n t A&..g .... out" Inf..ntr;,," . $erl!: """,t Kll,vrlnnc
. wttc h ..11 h1 . f1re t o th.. en.."C' """",on "»l th"n . . ..elng on .. lP'oun of "n"...... rln...... n
t o t h .. l .. ft. t1'on t "m' ...,o~h.. r to t h .. ~ Jl,t , h .. ~lr""t<'d. th.. ltr" o f the ch..l:I1e81
p1 .. t o o" I!II<' tho . U:t;'l' .. 11l 1",..t" ,. ~rt /!T ..c tt oy. . r .. """cUT..lY . UpOrl th"... t tfO'_
ee t • • . IV h l. re..t of 81=ultllll"oully d1,..-H ng '"",d lId,lu8'tlnc th" f1ro of thr tl1 f':
f .. r "rl t "",rt".. un1t . upon thru tuCu .. , .. d l ..p ..r~ th.. " n,,:IlY f OTe .. .. dl..ne...l th ..
_tomcHc """POn ond. .... nd .... ed " f ltc 1<'nt WQt>1>" r t t o our troop • • Znt" r e<' ..111t llry
".. .....1c .. f r om P:ltt ..buq;b . Penn.yl.....nh.•

li'llRZ' L. laU ER. 6009132. StacH !let, ,, ,,,,,t (th~n Prt... ..t"l. 3971h Inf~ntTy Rep_
.. ent, f or a"re lc ""h1e""""lIt 1n neUo n e n Z r"c"OIb ..r 1944. In th" T1c1nity of I De­
.. 111 .. r . :;r .."c". lfh..n h l" platoo n "er~l\IIt ..a. 1<111",,- and on .. ,"""hlne gUn ..... p ..t
.. .. t o f lICtien du rt llf; " b itterly c on t .. "te<!. "O&~"",,,n t . S<o r ll;fl ..nt Ki ll"r pTO<rptll' .._
....."d co..~ ot th.. p1"too" """ ""cc"O'ded i ll r"turni lll!: th" dhstl"" ...e ",ol> t o ""_
Uon. 5Ubssqu..nt1Y II\lb,loct ..1I to 11II 1nton&" "",rt " T bnrT8o!;e ""leh Innlcte~ .. ""dI.. r
o f ca.u,,1t1 ... ullon t h o plntoon . &rc ..""t 1l111"r h1 .. ...1 f r ..cd..... 11 thr _u,nd" bu.t .
d l e r"«e..tllng h1 " 1njury . c r ....l od to a n .....by unlt M>f' r etur " ..~ with. aid .,en . r .._
t Udns medlcDl "tt..ntloll for hlO1.81f =tl1 011 other c .....&.1tlo . .. ..re tr ....t... . :!In_
t .... "" mUtt"ry ... r .. 1c" f ro.. R.. adlng . F"",a yhnn1a.

LroOIS S.Ai.'YACOr. 31~:ro93. st"rf Scrr " ""t . 399tl: I nt.... tr:r R"/l:1..""t . t or h"r01c
..e hlo.. .."""'t I n "" U on on 9 D..ee.,b"r 19+4, In tll .. ...1e l"11)' of r.....bert, """"c". · " ..n
,n .... rr-.., ...._ _W!!llk1"•..L~ N\l.t 04 . t. ~0=MJ" . llI! ..""eo , ,,1,,-"1"11: th.. T1gllt n ...,·
to th.. gTGlmC1 . S.. r g e M t $eor. f llCe n ""11,,,:. red ( 0 I tA<!"" n-....~ o1"'" t1'Ir"f" "' lt trt ,," ......
1.. "" a tt(lrntt to pu t t h " "ne",.. ...,,"P.... ou t o f ncUon . !fov1 11 1!: o.....r .. lne<! terr ..1n 1..
'Diteh-bl""'" t'le.rkne,," . the grou p -=..e<':- In ct r e l1ng th....n ..IOY podtton Pr.d. op.... etl
!1r .. fro", t lto r o..... I"",<'d.lotely Wlun~,,~ b ~.. !t re f rc"" t ~ " erl .."'Y. s"r j!;em.t S""r...:on
" .......r th.. l .. "" eon tlnu ed to eng"",,, th" ho 'l} l ! e" f o r c " .... d . "e nd lr.g t h" oth"r mOll to
ett ..c1< fi'om t:"" tll'nl< . d1verte<' fiTe t o l-.1",,,el f 1n or-d"r to C..v"r t~..1T ed v m c .. . Ju
~ r".ult of hl . per""nllJ. bN....ery find tvcUco1 ""'ill . the Pflr~y ...Cc.... ded 1n "H ..ne _
Ing t h .. ~"""'" "0"!>On , I<Hl1lll: fo ur m"",her. ot t h " c re ",.4 "edo 1t po ulblo for ou,
toree .. t o eonUnu" t he l r Ildvellce . <:ntered m llt ....y 1c .. f re m C~r1bou . 1~1 n.. .

JI)'V L. At'Gm! . 355644ee . 5e rgfllmt. 399 th In.fllntry Reg l:oen t . Znt"rod 0I11lt ...,.
.......1"" f ro", !io ~ ..rt. I nd l ",,~.

~y .. . :e:m,;()li". 360'79069 , Serge .... t (t h"", hlva t a n ,.. t ct .... l. 39'lth Int ant,.,.
Ileg1""nt. :<lnh r...t I:I1Ht nry wcrv l c .. f r c", V"lmey..,. . 1111 n ol • .

fItlll= S . CP.3.ol.ST. 33534377. Prl '" '" Ftr.t el .... . 399 th Il1fl'ln tTy R"g1""n t . x,,_
t er .... 1:I111 t ....y . ..rvlce from 3'vl ngton, V\rg:l n l n .

DO" l': . S!U:i'n:R . 35?46813. P,.l ...t" fl T. t ct ..... 399th Inf"" trT R"gt .... nt . :;:"ter .
ed mllHuy ......dc.. from 'r1pne"sno" . bdl""~ .

" rot !:.ero l c tlCM.."e.. ""t 11l ROttor. 0 8 Dooeember 1944 Rrod 9 Dcc ..mbor 1944 , I n
th....lclnlty of I.emb.".". Fr"ncc . ·,\..1.. to ""1'por ' "rU le eolllpBIIY In 1ts ed .. .." e,
U»OII ..... ""...,.. _h eld t the.e .. or:bero Qf .. .. ""htne gur, _"lut!d. co=;o,1eted t :>d ,. .. 18_
01011 de llj>lt e ";,,,~ ,.t n ...n<I lITtl11e r:f n ro of .." t r e.... 1ntolntilty ...lllch put tho r_
.. r.tnder of thclr phtoon Cllt of ""ticr. • £he n movell lr.t-o the to"" b"....1111r: not ollIy
t helr 0_ " 0"P01I but t he gUn l'lId ~:::"Il1;.lt l on of tho .""Ad wh1e~. hNl b ..cn "v"",u,,"'d .
:By t he1r d ....oUon t o tluty . tbey con t ,. l 1Pl, eII "",tedcl1y t .. th" " U etnment of th"
"b,locU"," ""t .£1.. ",,,d v&ullbla "qu1p ""," t.

t"dlLIP D. :aBOOl:S, 1E040?l 79 . Sor C"""t (tholl Pr t vt<t" nut Cb"', 3971h In/.... t r
lle,;l ...... t , for a e r o l c ..eh l .... or:..n t I n action cn 9 Doc",,".. r 1944 . ill the .. lcinIt y of
Le \/ttt .. r ech rl l. :!TN."e. ~"'1l" ..nt u J".C'>l ng fo r t h .. 1I1l;ht . Ser", .... t Fr"".... ' COOlp"!\y
r "c " i .. ed h".....,. en"l!lJ' utl ll~r ,. ftr " "" h Infi lcte<' lIu,""r" u . c,."" ..Hte. . !'I._cov. r_
Ing t h.. t el l ....1cn..d COmPlnY .u ~ -.en b M n "'o~e<! by t h.. 1I.... rll&.. . SO,.ge......t
&-001<. co""""eou"l" l ..ft h t. .." ..H . r .... , . .. ~~ ~" ortl",. to ed ..ll\1.ter a1~ to th..
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tillery fi re , " 0 p.,,"o1 0hd I n hi_ n l f _I .... " . ... ~..lr. ",,4 b7 11.10 cow-ace"" • ..,d
,,'<111M effor t. o""nlbut"rt ~e ..n)' to the welf..... of hi " ""' ......de4 comrlld... Ztlh r,
e4."'l U taty ...... l ea fro" Ironton. Ohio.

WIUI AY. C. :S:;' I GlI'I'. 31S71'0807. sereofnt, 398t h Int""...,. Regiment, f or he ro i c
" ehl eTo.. ""f I II action Oil 4 l!ec...ber 194-i, III t h" Ttc l " U 1 or SoU<:ht, r.."",,,e. \!hen
both hl . ' l oul!d h ....er,.~ . ut .t"" • • out! hlldol" ....re 1<1110'11 by 1I0.t l le ....U l l"..,.
fIre durl,,&" an "t.""", all en"IV »Osi ti on• • 5oro";""'" ~I l:bt . Wlh..I~.tl"",l.l' P "n hi ,
0"'1\ tat tlet tv . , . .."""",,- co of th" o",,,,d , ~e l"",odhhl r reorl:""l ..d bt l fo re",
""'" Ie<! tll _ 1lI. r ep "lU~ en oq:r cOW:Jor_ att ..elt . llJlIl t h"", ,", t h " t U l .ubJee'ed
t o i"t"".. uHn e"y "- men .... n re . ~-r: . hto " "If II"",,,, t o 1111 pl atoon h aler t o reo
pon tho ac tion r n uH of hla q"'I "'< thl nlrll1jj: . I nl U ot1ve ...4 . ..111M h ade r _
.Mp, t ~o comp_" f'l'ont "ft. l!Ial nt ,.j ".4 ntRc t . !nto~@d 1rl11 <er1 .en t n. trOOl ",ne_
«o o,n1 , I.'ut 11r""nl • •

Sl' A:.'Ll:! If . PJ,PB. 3U50X4. S<orS"""~ ' 39? t h l nf""U 1 R.~ .... "t. f.r her.l ...
cll.1...... ment I " ac tt . " . " 9 D@cuber 194 4. I n e~ @ " !ctn1t1 o f ;louUrhouo " , :::or .c • •
1lbll . b tl h"ttelt.n "n . @,..;e,s04 In an ....anl t upe n .t".~7-<'1. @f@nded .um;r 'PO.l..et oll.
h . ....1 conc ""t ....tt . n• • f ..,.till . ..,. fire 4111"Upto4 co"'...... l c"' n . lI. .. \th f . .." d e1 ..._ to. e:d S. "f@""t P"l'e t ltj ce 1;"" .. wI..-e c ...." -und. .. In tetl e" .n"!OJ' ohellht; to r ......
p ll1r _bre• • 111 t he " II" l h • • Although ..0un4ed on th e .ec.n4 00c • • l on, b. ot ..",ch11
retn . ed ."acuat lon e:d d!r.oted hie or", In t h" "o:opletl.n .f the1 .. . ..tnoM t a*,
btom IIIlltt.t»" ......t ce trOll "one.el• • Penneyl"",I •.

RIC~~ :it. POIJ!3I.;U S. 111 38414 . 8e..~_t . ~9?th Int l'llt,.,. Lgt...nt . ~to..ed 1l11_
It..... . . ...,.I ce fT OIl OU G'runwl.ch. Cor.l:.ctlcut .

::::;I'!Jll;-' r. C:"!OlTS. 1 ?238~9~ , l'1"1 " BtOl J't ro t cr.... 397tb Int.llt..,. h gt"""t . lIn_
t er""- ..niter;!" u ...,.I C. fto.. Iooc'q>oC'. ,::"", Yorl<.

JULIUS 1'. :l:lM I 9J!l. l '~1l91 Ql. -hl" otI- . 1'Ir . t Cl .... :l9?th Intentr1 ILegt .... nt . Ill­
te"od lO111 tN"Y ee .....l • • :-r... llMo '<llll. ~ Yor\<.

~'!Wr.: T. S]'!'.,A.."'!, n . ~:?E3'1'9 . Pr l ...." 1'Iut Cl.. .. , 3'.l?th Infollt11' Rect ....'ll . !in_
n ........ ... ll~""Y _ .....t e-e tr .... Wlllldtr1<l . " h l ""•. , •

".&.~u.-:" OOR.Ul J.• .:z.. 3V;>61 ~ . ~.~ • • 3'l 7t1l I"f.ntry R. p ... "t. :l:nh... ", 1Ill1_
Her;!" .ervtee fro.. lle .. Bedfor4. ::a.......1M> u • •

lIl .. herol. aohte... ....nt I n "" t10" ~.~t lll: t he P""{.~ 6 D.e~"ba.. 1944 ~o 9 De. &....
b. .. 1944. 1:: t~ ..tc1:lHl' of :'''" t "rb.u u . Fr lllloe. On the ntllht p r l o.. t o a battaH. r
&tt""" ,.,.n an ""em,y..held ~o ""' . t h ll. t od ""'" "&u tsne<! t ....t ... ...u rt t J'
f o.. . f .......,.<!. "",r hr . h • ."..... r . h\. T ol llS l .to . u'll' u ltory. t he ~.Ili' &Ilu r e<l •
bu11~tng 1.e"t e<l on high ""oUll<! 0" 10. 1I1nt; ~bo t o"" . "'"' epon ~ th. n1ght th. ... de .
IJ'H e h••H ie ""lHero vIlo e"tered and te ft t he U1"Uot~.. from tl ... to U.... A.o a
....uU .f t h. e.U1'R"'o,,, "" tI .n of tbi ' .IfI"0up• • >:t... fllely ac eur.u mo .. t ... fl u .....
d l c ~ e4 Ut>On t h. to.... frOlll t M . n"h", polet "'ur i", t.h. foll."I~ "' 'II' . m. ou r
f ceo ....u 111"""'1".>1 I" .ecur lne t ho1.. obJeotl ,,:• •

Si"l£ll'l' L. SUS~. 1:llJ>2491 . 5o.."'....e , 397tb In f _llt l7 Regiment . f." her. t . •
...hl":"~"""t In acti.1I . n 19 lI""ub.r 1944. 1D t ho vl.el nlt,. of Reon Io ':l:t ..o . Fr~.:
1Ibon U,o l . ad lng r ifle pl.tooll. of b1l ~ ot hllo" "e'" h..1tod in thei r ...."IIIlO. 0" &II
. oo",,·...ccup1l'" bUI . ""'" )ll lllle<!. ~o.... 'by • h."'7 e." ee"u"Uon Of hoe~ll. """u ..,..,t
f l ... . s..is.""t $.l,..,1IIl """""":red th@ .U·utt." • ..,d ...I ng ..... ""."",.u l'OdU. " fo "
p1....,"" t of hi h l n. gun .11 or to t lje ....... of bto f ront I1n.. . teuluol y lIlO" od
h i . " . ' _pon vell f u d of ~h. lllle of tT.f "" t r :r f ..... "".... lui coul<!. dell " er ocour"n
""'" 4utrllcU"" f lre. 10•• re ..~1t .f tlt e C. ll1" llV OIl, "" t : . II. hie .......~ .... NIh ;
t. eonUIllJe tt l """ ....oe . !to.te ..e<! IInll ry- . . ....l oe ff. 1Il ;·e.. Garder•• • :-. " York .

J:A,:'l,:s;'Ar.L ':I. :lAi'LEr . 3716::>403, 'l'••htl1ct .., F\>lJJ"th Grad • • IW 1Cal Det achnant. 397'
Infentr)' l\41 ...nt . fo .. b.nt. ",,~I e"''''"t tn ..tlo" .n 9 n..c."bor 1944 . t n t h@ " 10-
1,,1t:r .f ::Outen.ll.e . Fr""o.. Yben 'tte .0'"1''''- t o II'hleh h " U..,h.o <l. ... . 1d """
.. .. •IlIlJ•• tet. to ei> ano~ h ......ege , SPr l"... t Dahl ell ... . bl " lf ...Wl<'.<ltl "hn . 1d1Ol n-
h hrll:l,': lIH to .. C...ual t1 , butJ.e .al.ml1 <!.re.."" hie 0"11 "'t>W>I' """ . 0ntlJUle<l. vltll
Ilia duth. . Througho " t t h e e""ullI& nl rM he c..,. ed f o.. t he OPII11#!lU trl" lllC UJI·

tlr1 l1«1 l' t o ral1evo t he p.lll, 'of hla-""Ull<l. e<! "" ....""'e. Wlt ll e n Oll . tI . n PO'"
elbl .. en t :l" f.U."" ns d";' . !tlterod....UIUr1 . e.....l 0. fro,. DIll ut'b . : ~1"" t ..

~·~ :jO·s:lT:! D. HoC('R!(ICr., :l4e42646. Co!'JIo reJ. . 39'>th '"hnt ..,. Ite« lcont . to r ~.ro t e
""~.1e",,.....t t n actio" " n 1 Deoe,*,er 194" . t il the " t o1nlty of r.. ..l>ers. 1'1' ''''.... Mh'
"" ......e1 ft« vl. t h bll pht .." ~ Ilrt c , t he ~ "Y ' . f! «htilll:. Co."...elllcCor 2l0'" ... t ll1"ne4 t <

•
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1110 .. elli oh lOt n l,;1It ""<'. , <ra"eH~ 0"01' ·elClO.t 1""....bl e 1'."'" Ullo" e r bl _ _. " t
. 0... IHo.... "".•ubJ.o t~ to lie ,,? .~e"lY aor Vr ...,~ c.rU l h r y t in . bro~t ..H al
oupJIll co ot f o06 , ....101' ~ ~1t1on to hto uroH _ On t llio oooooion r:I ~ ..t =
otll.. r tl .,., • • · l:or po r al Y.cCo rlO!o1< br "....~. ' U "J'" 1OO r< ..r .....tlilery IIIld omall ..", ttl'.
to r. !IIIl1 n In ,,"nhot "UII Itt . platoDn ..,~ 11M . pooon.lo the pro_t _ .... IM"rt"Ul'h
t a '''P'llY of hi" un1\ . !:r.t.r""- lO!l1.or~ , .e~:oe trO ll 1'or 'h. South C.... ol1na •

.nYmOO:- 1', CltI'I'Zl . 344 9 717 7 . to<]>OrAl. . ?.. I<4.".... t o... ~U",.,.. 10"'h Dhl_
"Ion »Ullory . f er to rol0 noM .... ""'''''t III .0'lon On ? Deoo..'ber 1944. In tho .. loi n­
U1' of ha...baok . FI'""o.. '~en Ill ten •••no~ ..".lll!¥" <'-loru~te<! oo"",u:, le"Uo".
h ..... n arUl1 .ry .~ fervor<! uniU. torl'Orlll. Clll r ...olun Ur lea hl . Or"" to ""
aroa una or ho""7 eu ",y bo:oberJl · >e~ t to r cpr.!r tho ore<! lin I\l' o.....ll.n(; tro..
t llo .holt .... of 0,", fomole o r ol1011~le '0 ""othor . II" . "oeo..,l In 100.UIlf, ""a
'PUo1no; t he b... . . In til. line. th oreb.v ruto r l n, oo""""" lo N l o,," ftIl<! peMDIUI""
t ile eonUn".' &I1ppor t .f b f e"tr)' fo r o..#br 1110 ...-Un , r y unU. !':lI u r'" dU t""y
,.r .. le. tron it<!o;....U l • • ~.I1.i1.. . ... ~

DClr1l1X C. \IELi:..~. 15399592. Corpor . l. 397t ll Int""ur 1I.l:l_. t . ilI:> U rO(\ .I1U .......
• nvle. fro.. ~loh . I.rlzene.

,JO~:' : , ClLS:'%FS!:I , ;n~~ro7 , : oehnUI .., FIrth C"'''''e , 39?th rnt .... t r r !leg1,..nt .
libtera<!. 1II11 t""Y .errt". tro" "'. t . r bury . to .... ot\eut.

Thr h"rolc ,.ctl h ......nt In ""tlon on 1 3 r.ee~bu 1944 . In t ho "1el"ltr ot
: 'oUU rl>cu.e , """"e.. Wh.n th. l r eo "", ..",., ho<' ...e""." :It . ob J.etl.. . . th..1 N n ""1"
80 01",0<'1 t h. "' ''''''''1'0'1' Ind dtrnc1,l.lt .. Iodo. of lfIVl.n,e: ..Ire ~o ..t "lhh """,",,,,1 _
e .tton. "'-til t h. ba nal Ion eo......,," pc.~ ....... a route ~ b .~ .... be l llf: ho....U::- bot>­
bn<l a<l. 1>7 ." o~ . r t U to ry "'" 1IIO r t ...... .iUhoug, the h • •tll. "" ell lOlf e ontlnu.... ovor
• ".1'101' of t our U •• ho"r • • th... <>On oo" r "4:,"",,,.lY en<'! . U"' f 8Otl:o- ra.. l'1 e.....t th.1 r
po-'U. 1~~ IIVl n H tt"unt l inea ~\1l'IN t ho nl /:ht to ...,ee.IIMb ..I"tal. eo.....
IIW110 Hlor.,

ZD"J."1J .i . ?lInl:R. 3::>64&17$. T. e .....le l ... n t th (lraol • • lI4led Q\1llrtero ~"tterl" l ()Oth
Inhnt r l' Dh l . l on Artllll'7. :!:r. tlr"" .-lJ I ~ "':"" .e~e. t ro," Lonl: h l_ . :"1.. York.

II""IP . .• F l'· 'P" 7'15 19l'>T'. :Pd ..~· ":r,' 710" . '1ql"" !]U.... I .... " ",,"ulrv . looth
lll!Mltrr Dl... hlon MUller• • .':nt er<ld d) l t "" l" .....1.... r...,,, LOne hl:or.r. 1'".... '!or".

f or herolo flOhta ......nt In ""tt e n OJ!.? ~.,.ber 1~44. In t.ho ..lcinity o r strutt
rr""e e . Aulpo<". t h o ..10.1"" of' I ..~ollt "t< ,.J: OJl'll r a ti nc • ro . .. ....a M~ehl"« e en­
t ral t n a to"" fro", ..hl eh t ho on....... hI<' hoo. ~ rleen 'oUt ft t _ hour . pr<lY10Ilall" .
Corporal :luber ...a f'rI V,.U St_lIl'~ eour~O"al" &IIO! . ttt elontlr a loeh t;<la thet r
a"ti.. d"..,108 b .U"1I .1l ."O' .... ~ll lery "".111",. er their Posi tloll a r ••uH of
th.l r U<:Urlnc e ttor l • • """"rat . r~or.. of ..... 111 ...r ac tion ....1'. t""". ,.tt.oc'l ""'"
0.... tore.. .... 1'. able to <'.011..... . r rootl ... eoun~ .r_b..U ory tlr• •

!"ILS A. JO;':ii"s:Jr, 31255441 . :ee~Ie1"" Firth Gr llll,e , 398th Illt.", t ,.,. RegL..." t.
tor h.ro1e ae hte..."",n t tn ac t 10n ~Il 11 n.eelllber 1944 , , i Ii tlu "1e1nl~y of Le::lber,e:.
Fl'ont!e. ~'htl e 1<Ir1,,« B c0 "'P~ ,,"=1eetlo" 11"e.· Cor poral Job..,n ~. t "" other
11ne::l"" ...r e "'bJ.c te<!. to B be l<"'r art i llery /lila " nrt ;'" bBM'ege vh leh ""'Wl~ec' hi.
t"" eomr ""'" . on<! . ..... r "d the ><11''' tn I lllJ.:I:ber ot phee, . \' U hout reg ....4 f or hh
p. r lOnal .dety, he 1"-....~J.nte17render~ fi ret B1d to hi . e t rleken eOl:ll" ed • • , e e.... 1 e~
t h. m b eck t o • .0. . H ~ Utlon. IlJl(I t hen. on hh 0"" 1nl tl e ttv• • ce ...,.h oely l>I'Oie. hi ,
" I\Y bee" t hr~"'" t he co"Unulng en e"J' bureg. 1tIl~ .... .,.,..Mly r e ,tored t~ oO"I"'n~

oO""""l l e..Uen 11ne. Ente red IOilttllrY ..r .. t e. from lI,,"eute r . Y.I ..""hu tette.

,JOEJ' S, '>'lJI::I:t:.iJSKI . 31.244968. Tec~.n l o1B" Flft;h Grad• • 925th i'Iel4 Attnl"..,.
:BIlth,J.1e ll. fo" herole l!oh l ...."'...~ iIi ""Hon on ;'() I' ece"be,. 1944. In t he "1c1ntty ot
:Biteh". 71',,"-e.. ~':>el: eo.....mo..tl on .. It:> th" c0::!P1Cl? to ........<1. ob " r h al bUll .0-
.....ed .... r . lI\llt of " ho.tlle h .... r "C! . ·Corpo,. 1lJ, Tu.m1 ~eJ e:c1 dgne~. t he dtr_
fle"lt N!I1 h~ . erdou. lOi..1on or ,.ep od"l", t he breMo JJ.thou,e:h . "bJ . ctea t o Int . n ••
'n""" IMr t .... bo:ob ll!'~""n t . h. r epal.rod. t k. 11 • •• rn~ t h eIl . On h1l own I n H ht.t .. . ,
tutl llf: """ fl wlnC t h.. t ot h. r l.r~""t eo"'!' ...... n.d eo=le"tiOll 'firOl h ,..J. cl IO
he." . ....er<!<'.• . r epdrea t h... III tum. t.oplt . the eOllttl'Ulllg en e=,y ..""l l1llg. Ao l!
r e oult ot Col""JOr ol TI1Jt1deJoki ' e eouroc . M~ d....~tlon t o duty . ..Ital eOl!ll:W!l c Ptlon,
"o'ere r u t nr e4 . ~..red 1IlI1It.l'7 .." lee tro" J'1" tuelt:,t . Rhode IalMld ~

JA:!::S " , ~ J ;: :I cr. . 349U339 . F1'1.. "te l'\.ut ei . ... . 397th Inr"lltry :a"«1",""t , t or
her ol 0 ..,hl""""ent lr. ""tie" on l'3 '"o......ber 1944. til t he ...1ebUr or I.e ·Stuler .
Fl'rnoe. h"lg..~ the .. h elon of eet.bll eh.ing .. ro ""bloc!r. Prl..... ll:I=1ek'. 1'10-.
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G(I f1 !!o l()Ot~ I i!.f' !'iv , A.~ 447, US A:n..v , 3 JfIfI 45 eontd:

8n~ ~.rrolU"e~. on t h ree lIic:'l~ ... by en~ ll'C' fo r ee e , Prlvl\t e ~leho leon volUllteere~, t o ell­
t"bHIl.'l co;-tl'ct I<tth the b l'ttlllion CO ~.,!Il:~ cce t , the t eeee t ea of '<hl eh ....8S \l.;J.'cn01o'n,
l"rtvl'te .?J.e.'".ols'M c r fO.. l e~ for thr ee hunt'rlld 'Yf'r~a thrO\li;.'l 1\ hos t tl e bf'.rr8ge er.~ ,

>tl>en Mscovere~. by tlo,e ere" of ~ hoattle lIac " lne gun , evade<' t heir fir e b" cTpw1,1I1&
plong " dit e.'l. =tU he e'l'entually loeet~ the bet t a l1 o l: . Unon r eturni nr: t o hi ... un i t
he ....lU. " OUlY e" i:o::. t h e che at b;o' e r.e:lt'" ~I'e.':lne gu n fire, b ut succcf"'e<' in I:;o ti f~' ing

h ie cOlllJ:lpJ'<'i :!t; officer of' t h e co aoletion of' h1D minion. ~tere~ ·1I'.11 lJ; fO ry service
from L ..f B,)'"ette , I;]~hona, .. • .'"

I}~ C. 1'.'1:3:!3., :;o.57()~1l. FriV...te Fi rs t Cl" ll"" 398th Infl'T.try "!eg i ment . f or
he roic ec.i.leve·'llnt i :'\ "etlon on 1 '" Iece~e r H lolA. i n the v l ci nity of nt ecxe , :"r ' :'lce .
After II ~1rel:l~ fro!!! hiB sect l o.: hpd 1l'>C:l t; ei~t c'. lly_light hOut' 1l ln "tt elilllt1:lg to
e llt pbl h h e vire li ne uneer Inten se ho stile "rtil1ll'~' ,,;'"" J:lo r t"r fir e , Prlv"te Peb el
"811 "1Is1 g:~e<'. t o relie"e h llt. )JthO!l€h ~bject e<' t o enee,. cu ser ve t r cn lOne' con et ..a t
lIhe11 1\¥:. ~e cOl1tbuet" t'l eet8blhh the liLe throughout the n1eht, '!h co urage ('n~

cOJ:lTllete ll,evotion t o <'ut: ' in t he face of d l"!'l ge r won the 'Ilra1ue an~ pt' lrl r et l ol! of ell
officere f'"J.~. men of hlll or g.m ization . :ln te r e<'. militpry eee vree fro m LoUisvill e .
Ken t ue'qr .

S;::CTiO;T I n __ ;<,i}JC OF AIa 's:D.Al'"

Under t",e provldoDll of Army Regal l1tton e 600-45 . Be Mendec' , the Air Me~ l'1 is
avarde~ to eeea of the 1"011 010'1 1:(; l:emoo i ndividual s:

LLOYD 1" , :302GZ:: , 01168179 , J'trllt I, i eu ten",nt , 374th :n ell!. .Artillery I at t aJ,lon .
fo r mer i t orl ou ll Nlhi l!v e~ent Wh il e pprtieip ..t l ng in Berl pl niehte lIgplnet the e. te ll\l'
i n 1'r llnce ~,urli1.g the perio<' 17 November .10 944 to 21 December 1944 . Zntered .m111ter ,.
eeevf ce from i'rco't lyn , l' ew York.

T"-o,:!s J, J ARW1:0l-' Si:I , 011 7433('1 . Seoond Lieuten/'J'lt , <!5f'th F1,eld Arti llor y ; ",t .
talion . for I:l e i'1to r i ou 8 achieve~ent while llartlclllPtlng l n pe rlal nlght e l'g"i n" t
t he enelDJ" 1::1 rr a;~ ce ~urlng the perio<'. 13 .Au{uet 19 4 4 to 25 l'\eeembe r 1944. ::'tter ed
lIlil l tary servi ce fro m ~lnrw. ~:i chi g!'n .

R!C'fJ.RD n FRJ.1'~

Col one l GSC
Chi e f of staff

nF nCUI.:

,-

rr S'I'R IlJ.fn 0:"
"Aft & "Special"




