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March lst foumd us probimng enemy positioms vigorously with
three night patrols dispatched by our lst Bm, two by our 3rd
Ba and a 2l-man rajding party from our 2and Ba makimg the sit-
uation lively for the Jerries. b

The three lst Ba patrols imvestigated ememy positioms om
le Steimkopf and le Spitzberg amd Sigmalberg hills. Patrol
No. 1, comsisting of 13 mem, left our limes at 0200 hours. _
The memn moved with all the stealth they were capable of across
the opem groumd which had made the forward slope of the hill
a "mo mans lamd". The Jerries were noisy that might and the
sounds of voices from the entrenched enemy drifted clearly
dowan the draw leadimg to the crest of the hill. The tenmsed
men waited, listening, amd them begam to move im. They had
wormed their way about 100 yards imto the draw, however, whemn
they were held up by wire at grid Q74004895. Them, from the
eastern side of the draw four rifle shots ramg out. With the
enemy alerted, further progress was impossible amd the patrol
returned to our limes.

Patrol No. 2, comprisimng six men, moved ouk at 1930 hours.
Workimg their way cautiously over the opem groumd om the for-
ward slope of Sigmalberg, the patrol'reached'thé'edge of the
woods where they discovered a snipers”mest. The mest proved
deserted and after marking the positiomn carefully the six
men continued eastward imto the thick woods. Feelimg their
C Way, advancing mainly by instimct in the darkmess, the pa-
trol mext discovered a communicatioms tremch and emplace-
ment which likewise proved umtemamted. Leaving the remainder
of the patrol at this spot, the patrol leader pushed deéper
imto the woods to grid Q753482 where he established a list-

- emning post before rejoinimg his menm. _ '

Patrols imvestigating le Steimkopf had, im additiom to the
enemy, the hazzards of traversimg a heavily mimed, wired and
thickly wooded area, and the third patrol dispatched by our
1st Bm kmew well the damgers they faced. Made up of ll’nsn,\r
the patrol left our limes at 2000 hours with the missiom of
investigating le Steimkopf as far as the Lemberg-Bitche road.
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Feeling for the deadly mimes with every step, they mamaged to
reach the Lemberg-Bitche road without mishap, but here their
luck deserted them. Out of the blackmess loomed the shapeless
bulk of a road block reinforced with concertima wire rumming
porth and south om both sides of the obstructiom. The carpet
of deadwood made a sileat approach impossible. A twig smapped
and the enemy, alerted, opemed fire with small arms, grenades
and a machime gum emplaced at grid Q752474. Outmumbered amd
outgunned by am emtremched enemy, the patrol withdrew imto
the shelter of the might.

But the patrol leader still did not feel his missiom had
been accomplished. After returming to our limes, he again '
‘wemt out with three volunteers. Movimng over the same route,
the four mem returned to the vicimity of the road-block amd
established a listening post im a vacant enemy dugout. No
- activity was heard, however, and at 0645 hours they worked
their way back to our limes.

The 2l-man raidimg party from our 2md Ba attacked the
three most westerly houses in Regersviller. The first house
in the bomb-torm town proved deserted and they continued to
- the next house pickimg their path carefully through the rubble
and keeping im the shadows as much as possible. Still the
enemy gave no sigm of havimg beem alerted. At the third house,
the raiders let loose, hurlimg hamd gremades through the win-
dows amnd firimg into every room. '

By this time the Jerries were either awake or dead amd
above the dim of explodimg gremades a voice shouted in Emglish,
"Hold your firel WePe comimg down!" The raiders paused. But the
ery was omnly a ruse. Imgtead of Gefnals, what came dowm was.

"~ conmcemtrated fire from small arms, machime pistols and comcus-
siom gremades while a machime gum begam to chatter from slight-
ly west of the patrol.

The raiders fought back savagely, usimg every weapom at
their disposal and did mot retire umtil the house had been
thoroughly raked by fire. Themn they withdrew slowly; hurliag
hand grenades into the first amd secomd houses as they fell
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back upon the protectiom of our limes.

Both 3rd Ba patfols came under enemy fire. The first of
These two patrols, comsistimg of five men, moved out at 0100
hours. At the head of a draw morth of Legeret Farm, the pa-
trol received enemy machime gum fire from am emplaceme:nt to
The northeast at grid Q74985194. From mot more tham 25 yards
to their fromt, the Jerries thenm opemed up with small arms
amd hamd grenades. Badly outmumbered,our men attempted to
fight baeck. But with two of their comrades woumded, were
foréed to withdraw. It is with the blood of such brave men
that ememy positioms are charted.

The secord §rd Ba patrol, this time of Six mem, imvesti-
gated the area south of Freudemberg Farm. Picking their wag
over the exceptiomally rough terrain, they had reached the
morthern edge of le Kirscheidt ridge whem they heard sounds
of machine gum and small arms fire from the woods om the
east side of the draw. The patrol intrepidly moved forward
to investigate, reaching to withim 100 yards of am enemy
pillbox from the imterior of which came sounds of enemy
activity. To their right, a mortar ceughed from grid Q755507.
Amd them, a Jerry guard discovered the patrol amd hanmd gren—
ades begam to shower shrapmel uncomfortably close to the
crouching mem. Luckily, the enemy couldn® see too well im
the darkmess amnd the patrol was able to withdraw without
casualties and with valuable information.

From two enemy deserters,captured by our 3rd Bn, it was
learned that the Germam 6th SS Moumtaim Divisiom had been
relieved by the BG Lotye of the 245th Imfantry Division.

JTmprovement of fromt lime and reserve positions comtimued
on March 2md with our 2md Br layimg am additiomal 800 yards
of wire and comducting training in firing and road marches
while im reserve. - '

Our 3rd Bmn semt out two night pétrols with the missiom of
further investigating ememy positioms south of Freudenberg

i s L1060
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The first patrol, of four mem, moved out at 1910 hours and
had reached grid Q74825060 before the ememy, probably suspicious,
fired two flares. Still ynobserved, however, the pétrol charted
several umoccupied machime gum positioms im the vicimity amd
moved on to grid Q74945062 where they heard mortar fire om their
right (east) flank. Upom reachimg grid Q75005066, the patrolr
was fimally discovered and the enemy began to hurl hamd grenades
at our mem from entrenched positioms.

The second patrol, this time of five men,left our lines at
1920 hours and wnt to grid Q74704972 where they established a
listening post. Sightly to the mortheast of their post, am
ememy ceughed. Them came the soumds of two Krauts leavimg their
positiom amd two others approachimg for what was probably a
change of guard. The patrol remaimed at their hidimg place un-
til 0115 hours, when they returmed to our positionmgs. '

We continued to harass the enemy with small arms smiper f ire
alomg our emtire regimental fromt with emphasis on enemy pos-—
itioms im Rezersviller.

Iwo small Kraut patrols were drivem off with umdetermined re—
sults im killed and woumded.

We agaim emgaged im active patrollimg durimg the might of March
5rd. Two patrols were dispatched by our 2md Ba amd two by our
5rd Ba. '

In our 2rd Bm, the first patrol of five mem left our limes
at 2200 hours amd moved to grid Q73854880 where they discovered
a cleverly comcealed shu-mime field. Comtimuimng eastward: to the
head of the draw om le Steimkopf, the patrol ram imto heavy ma-
‘chime gum fire as well as fiwe from small arms, gremades and
mortars from positioms about 50 gards further east.

Amother patrol of eight mem left our 2md Ba at 2300 hours.
Dividimg imto two groups, ome group wemt to grid Q?5004755 and
the other to grid Q750473. Strongly fortified Jerry positio;s
held by 10-20 Krauts were discovered im the woods of le Spitz-
berg bordering the Lember-Bitche road at grid Q75154730. Pre—

Vious suspicioms of a machime gun position at this point were

also conflrmsd before the patrol returned to our limes.
S o
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The two patrols from our 3rd Bm left our positions at 1910
hdurs. Ome patrol, comsistimg of four mem, wemt to le Kirscheidt.
They had reached the thick woods at the head of the draw whem
their attentiom was attracted by a whiskle some fifty yards %0
their left. Movimg forward to imvestigate, they heard several
- Krauts walking about and talking, their comversation punctured

=7by the barking of a dog. Comtinuing northeastward, they were

discovered at grid Q750507 amrd retired umder small arms fire.

The sécomd jrd Bm patrol, made up of five mem, also scouted
leKirscheidt where they encoumtered comcertima wire ‘75 yards be-
low the crest of the hill. They cut through the wire amd moved
up to the crest where they foumd one Kraut im a foxhole. The Jerry
died quickly amd quietly. Three other foxholes mearby were desert-
ed and paimstakimg imvestigatiom failed to reveal amy other em-
placements imn the area.

Our "E" Co relieved our "I" Co om positiom umder cover of dark-
ness, cOmpleﬁEﬁng the relief at 2100 hours.

The ememy remaimed relatively quiet although sporadic smiper
fire was received alomg our entire regimentél fromt.

One gnemy:ME-IOQ and five enemy flown P-47% strafed our posi-

Ations atALegeret Farm.

March 4th was uneventful, with small patrol actiom and exchan-—
gda of -sniper fire providimg most of the action.

v Two patrols were dispatched by our lst Bm. The first patrol of
three mem had reached the morthwesterm slope of le Stexnkon at
grid Q73944930 wher they observed a five-mam ememy patrol walkilg

toward them. The patrol returned am alerted our froms lilos.

The secord lst Bm patrol made up of four men, attempted,to .
eross the Lemberg-Bitche road at grid Q75004715. Leavimg our limgs
at 2335 hours, they passed through the hsavily mined areas of
Spltyberg and them eut across the thickly wooded southern slope
of the hill to the highway. Im attempting to cross the road,
however, they were seem by the ememy who opemed fire with small
arms forcimg our patrol te withdraw. , '

At 1900, a snall reconmnaissance patrol from eur 3rd Bl attemp—

————— 5 e
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ted to eross the Reyersv1ller—31tche road and reeonnoiter the
deep draw on le Kirscheidt. The mission was successfully accomp-—
lished although the terraim was exneptlonally difficult. No siga
of the enemy was reported im the area between grlds Q745493 and
Q747496 .

' Qur 2md Ba, im reserve, continued its traiming progran.

Ememy artillery actiom continued light.

Our agressive night patrolllng was maintained during early
mornimg hours of March 5th. Five recommaissance patrols, two
might combat patrols and ome listening post was dispatched by
our lst amd 3rd Bas.

The listepimg post from our lst Ba, set up by four mem at
grld Q74204923 on the forward slope of le Steinkopf was held for
half am hour. The patrol reported llght flashes at 30 secomd im-—
tervals approximately 100 yards from their positiom.

A three-mam recommaissance patrol reached the Lemberg-Bitche
road where they paused at the edge of the woods at grid Q75254750.
Hearing the sound of a Jerry blowing his nose, the patrol moved
forward, but a machine gum begam %o chatter from a short dis-
tamee to their left at grid Q75384750, compellimg the patrol o
give up the search.

A three man patrol from our 3rd Ba reconnoitered the le Kirsh-
eidt draw from grid Q750504 morth to Q751505, but foumd mo siga
., of the ememy. '

A% 0225 a secomd patrol was semt to the same area by our
3rd Ban. The patrol set up a listenimg post at grid Q750501 amd
remained im that locatiom for ome hour but heard mor saw any
sigmns of the enemy.

Amother 3-mam patrol from our >rd Bam scoured the woods at
grid Q746507, west of le Klrscheldt but also fouamd BD sign
of the enemy.

Three scouts from our I & R Platoom slipped through the
woods to the morthwesterm slope of le Spitzberg where two of
them established a listening post at grid Q751479 while the
leader advanced 40 yards to the fromt umtil fired upom at

e P B s
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grid Q75154790 by small arms. The patrol also reported soumds
of choppimg at grid Q754429 amd harassing machine gur fire from
the vicimity of grid Q749482. '

Our 2ad Bm relieved our 1lst Ba om positiomn during darkness

B hours of March 5th-6th. Our 1lst Ba assemblinmg im Dﬂmbach—slersthal.

On March 6th, a medium tamk from Co "A", 781lst Tk Bm, attached
to our combat team, fired 50 rounds agaimst ememy positioms om
Steimkopf amd Spitzberg with umdetermimed results.

Psychological warfare was imitiated by our Regiment for the
first time since we entered combat with a loud-speaker broadcast
to the ememy urging them to desert. Three broadcasts were made
by our 3rd Ba; two from a forward positiom om le Kirscheidt amd
a third from a draw at grid Q7548. One ememy from the 2md Co,
937th VBR, deserted.

We comtinued our harassimg fire throughout the period with
qur@@ierretnrns from the enemy. '

Once agaim, on Mafch 7th, we resorted to psychological war-
fare broadcasts, this time im our 2nd Bm sectér. Two Krauts de-
gserted as a result. The PWE were from the 6th Co, 225th -VGR Regt,
16th VED. Two more Jerries were taken when a 3-mam recomnaissance
patrol imvestigated a spot om the forward slope of le Steimkopf
where a light had beem seem duriag the broadcast. The two Ger-—
mans were found asleep im a foxhole. They comtended they had
been awaiting amn oppertunity to desert.

Seven patrols were sent out by our 3rd Bam omn March Bth.

A four-mam daylight patrol located enemy dugouts at le Kirsch-
eidt, put the positioms were vacamt.

A secomd patrol which left our limes at 2200 amd did mot re-
ture uatil 0640, reached the easterm slope of le Kirscheidt where
they discovered an unoccupied ememy dugout amd a single stramd of
barbed wire runnlng south-gouthwest. The patrol comtimuedower the
wooded terrala for am additiomal 300 yards, but found mo further
evidence of the Jerries.

A tem-mam patrol foumd two empty dugouts amd several trip wires

at le Kirscheidt, but mo combact was made with the enemy.

™
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Two occupied dugouts were discovered by a four-mam patrol
at grids Q74905085 and Q74955070 omn the northwesterm mose of
le Kirscheidt.

Between 1000 and 1200 hours, & six-mam patrol combed the
le Kirscheidt draw from grid Q750499 to Q748490, but made no
comtact with the enemy .

Amother six-mam combat patrol advanced to Q749498 during
daylight without making comtact.

Comtinuing our aggressive patrolling om March 9th, ome might
patrol im platoom stremgth was dispatched from our "C" Co to
raid ememy positions on the northeast slope of Sigmnalberg. The
raiders searched a wide area but could make no comtact with the
enemy. The patrol covered hhe entire forward wooded slope of
the hill before satisfying themselves that the ememy had aban-
domed their positioms in this area. Two flares wereffired by
the Jerries while the patrol was in progress amdtwo rourmds of
50mm mortar landed near them.

Our day and night patrols durimg the past few days havimg dis-
covered only megligible signs of the ememy, plams were léid for
raids in stremgth om the important high ground to the east of
our limes. Preparations were also made for occupatiom of the
Jerry pbsitions4in the event they proved weakly defended.

To force the enemy situation, three combat patrols from our
2nd Bm and ome raid im platoom stremgth from our "L" Co, were
sent agaimst the enemy limes while "C" Co was moved imto a lo-
catiom which would enable swift ocoupatlon of forward enemy
positioms If the raiders met with success.

Ome patrol from "E" Co, consistimg of six mem, left our lines
at 1355 hours. They;hid advanced omly 150 yards, however, whea
: they were fired upon by a sniper hiddeam im a tree. The patrol re-
turned the fire amd immediately received a hail of machine gum,
80mm mortar amd small arms fire which forced them to withdraw.
Valuable imformatiomn om ememy positioms was gaimed, however,
Machime gum emplacements were discovered at grids Q75204726,

Q75204735, Q75154740 amd Q75104750. A large crater was also



seen &n the Lemberg-Bitche road.

The secomrnd patrol, this time of ten men, left our 2md Ba
positions at 1405 hours. Crossing open ground to the easterm
-slppe of Signalberg, the patrol received small arms and grenade
fire from the enemy entremched im holes at the edge of the woods.

- During the flre—flght which ensued, two enemy were killed at nmo
loss %o ourBQLVes. Overwhelming ememy fire eventually forced this
patrol back also.

The third 2md Ba patrol, made up of 12 men fron "g" Qo,
stumbled upon an imgeniously concealed shu-mime field at the head
of a draw on le Steinkopf. Three casualties were suffered by the
patrol before actiomn could be takea to avoid thé barrier.

The raidimg platoom from "L" Co Jjumped off at 1345 hours and
moved to high groumd om'le Kirscheidt where they were engaged in
a brisk fire fight with the enemy enfgremched im dugouts at the
northeastern tip of le Kirscheidt. Ememy machine gums opemed up
from grids Q750499, Q74954980 and Q747495. After inflicting ome
casualty upom the ememy, our patrol withdrew umnder firefrom auto-
maticrweapqgs and small arms.

Our lsthn remained in regimemtal reserve, improviag positions
and comducting condltlonlng marches amd field firinmg exercises.

Patrols from Cos "I" amnd "K" foumd only umoccupted dugouts when
rdispatched toward Freudemberg Farm during daylight. Small arms and
machine gum fire were heard from a pillbox south of Freudenberg,
however, and five Krauts were observed dlsappearlng into the woods
on the easterm gide of Kirscheidt Ridge. ’

A%t 2025 hours, our Co "I" relieved Co "L" on position.

Ememy mortar and small arms fire \imcreased considerably om
‘March 10th, with particularly heavy concentratioms om our "E" Co
'posltlons. Im all, 118 rounds of 50mm amd 80mm were recelved Bur-
~ img the period.

i The Regiment comtimued improvement of forward mand reserve pos-
itioms, layimg 75 more zards of comcertima wire and strengthenlng
previous bactical imstallationms. :

A small ememy patrol which approached our "I" Go 9031tdons at
2010 hours, was drivem off with small arms fire.

——— e e



One enemy deserter was captured.

- Our lst Bm made preparatioms for relief of our 3rd Ba om
position during darkmess hours of March 10th-1lth.

Four more prisoners, three privates amd am NCO from the
3rd Co, 937th VGR, deserted to our 2ad Bm at 0630 hours of
Msrch 1lth as a result of another psychological broadcast. The
four deserters raised our total bag of PWs through use of this
medium to tem im four broadcasts and our regimental score to
787 for 131 dagys of combat.

At 2130 hours of March 10th, our lst Bm relieved our 3rd
Ba om position; Cos "A", "B" and "C" replacing €os "K", Al
and "I" respectively. ‘ - ‘

We contiﬁued to harass enemy positions with camnom, mortar
and artillery fire.

A four—mah night reconnaissance patrol from our I & R Plat-
oon established am OP at the edge of the woods om the morthera
slope of le Spitzberg. Three Krauts were observed movimg about
mear a dugout amd sounds of chopping and voices were heard
from the woods to the mouth amd east.

~ Am ambush patrol of tem mem from our 2md Ba left our limes
at 1850 hours. Establishing a listenimng post alomng a trail
running apeross the southwest slope of Steimkopf, the patrol
laid in wait for some umwary passimg Krauts, but after al-
most two hours, returned to our limes without makimg con-
tact.

Actiﬁity on March 12th was limited to further improvement
of our positioms, imstallatiomn of wire amd emtemsiomn of a for-
ward tremch in the vicinity of Signalberg Tower.
 Two might recommaissance patrols from our Co "C" imvesti-
gated enemy pos1t10ns on high groumd at le Kirscheidt. Ome
three-man patrol worked their way over the rough, wooded east-
ern side of the ridge to grid Q749499 from where they report-
ed sounds of the Jerries moving about. The secomnd thrée—ﬁ&n
| patrol located three old dugouts amd one mew foxhole at the

~ edge of the woods leading imto the draw morth of the Regers-
~viller road.
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A tem-man ambush patrol dispatched»to Steinkopf bz our

2nd Bm, reconnoitered the open ground on the southerm

slope, but was umable to make conmtact withthe enemy. \
Kraut artillery was again active with an estimated B8

rounds of 50mm, 75 roumds of SOmm, 3 roumnds of 88mm amd

- 8 rounds of 120mm fire fallimg im our sector durlng the

period.

Development of our defemsive positioms to include laying
of am addltlonal 400 yards of comcertina wire and improve-
ment of am OP trench and supply route to joim a military
road with the Reyersviller road at grid Q73754980 and Q7589—
4980, was carried out on March 135th.

We continued to harassthe Jerries entrenched on Freudem-
berg Farm and Fort Schiesseck with French 75mm gums foumd in
captured Fort Simserhoff.

Two three-man night patrols and one- three-man day patrol

- were dispatched by our lst Ban. Both nlght patrols left our
- 1st Bn sector at 0100 hours. One patrol established a ligt-

ening post on the eastern slope of le Kirscheidt but heard

no sounds of ememy activity. The other patrol saw cigarets

glowing at three points along the southerm edge of the woods.
The three-man daylight patrol was assigmed the difficult

~and dangerous mission of investigating ememy positions im the

vieinity of Freudenberg Farm. Movimg stealthily through the
concealing woods, down ome draw and up amother, the patrol
managed to reachthe extreme northern edge of Kirscheidt
where, at the edge of the woods they were observed by the

-derries emtrenched on Freudemberg Farm. Heavy mortar fire

forced the three men to withdraw.

Enemy artillery amd mortar fire wasg very active w1th an
estimated 700 rounds of 75mm,80mm and 105mm falllng along
our Regimental fromt durimg the period.

One PW deserted to our 2ad Bn ‘after another psychologl-,
cal broadcast.
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At 0500 hours of March 1l4th, our 2nd Bm was relieved omn
position by the 66th Imnfantry, 7lst Division. Our 2ud Ba
thereupon joimed our 3rd Bm in Regimental reserve.

The supply route joining the mllltary road atb grid Q757-
497 was completed. 7

Two additional Krauts from the 4th Co, 225th Inf, desert-—
ed to our "F" Co at 0600 hours.

Enemy artillery action was much lighter tham during the
previous period.

At 0500 hours of March 15th, the long awaited attack on
the fortress city of Bitche began.

Our %rd Ba was the first to move forward. Their lime of
attack lay through the Frohmul Woods morth of the Reyersviller-
Bitche road, northeast to clear the formidible Kirscheidt Ridge
and them a rapid swing southeast,by-passimg stromg enemy pesi-
tions and mimefields om Steinkopf and Sigmalberg and occupying
Shimberg and Schoenberg to form the northerm promg of a piancers
designed to meet our 2ad Bm drivimg around Spitzberg and Sig-
nalberg from the south. .

Advancing through the early morning darkmess with "K" Co
on the left, "L" Co om the right amd "I" Co followimg, the
3rd Bm, supportéd by a platoom of tamks from Co "A", 78lst
Tk Bn, passed through our "B" Co positioms amd bégia working
through the series of graduating ridges amd steep, forested
gullies and ravimes which reached a peak on the all-important
Kirscheidt. - »

By 0613 hours the sweatimg infamtrymem climbed the las®
ravime with the mormimg mist and fammed out om Kirscheidt
Ridge. The surprised Krauts offered omly weak resistance. With
our 3rd Bm om high groumd, stromg poimts at which we had beea
battering vainly for weeks fell with;qﬁgg, Four‘ninutes later,
our troops stood onASHimberg Ridge amd at 0705 hours, "K" Co,
‘spearheading the attack, had occupied Schoemberg. The 3rd Ba
now turmed their attentiom %o moppimg up the by-passed Jerries
on Stelnkopf and Sigmalberg as well as the town of Reyersviller
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and Reyersviller Ridge.

Our 2md Bnrn, meanwhile, was not encountering such good
goimg. Pushing off at 0605 hours from positioms fromting
on Spitzberg, with "F" Co attackimg while "G'" and "E" Cosg
remained poised im positioms southwest of the ridge, our
2nd Bm threw a loopimg right hook at the enemg im am effort
to meet the 3rd Bm drivimg southeast to Schoenberg Ridge.

If successful, this mameuver would seal off the Jerries im
their ridge defenses and opemn the way for our attack upon
Bitche from the southwess.

In the path of our 2md Bn, however, waited amn ememy who
had had almost three months to entrench in naturally defen-
sive terraim. The open ground on the forward slopes of Spitz-
berg made a surprise attack impossible while the thick woods
on the ridge afforded the Krauts excellemt cover and comceal-—
ment. Previous patrols had discovered tensive minefields,
wire and machine gum positioms guardimg the westerm and south—
wegtern approaches %o Spitzberg. How mamny mines the enemy had
planted was mot known until a captured Jerry engimeer$ map
later disclosed 3839 shu-mimes, S-mines and AT-mines om Spitz-
berg alone. One triple row minefield, laid im depth alomng the
rear slope of the ridge, directly im the 2nd Ba% path, com—
tained 2912 shu-mimes im additiom to trip-wires, comcertina
wire and other hazzards.

Attempting to skirt the kmown mined areas coverimg the
western approaches to the ridge, our "F" Co, supported bz a
seStion of medium tamks, passed through defemsive positions
of Co "C", 66%h Imfantry, and hit Spitzberg from the south-
west where the woods permitted some comcealment. :

With the tamks leadimg to kmock out the shu-mines amd the
"F" Co mem mwidimg the tanks to protect them from enemy fire,
our <nd Bm moved northeasttoward the Lemberg-Bitche road and
a’rend@évaus with our 3rd Bm which would close the trap om
the ememy.

To exploit the surprise element, mo artillery preparatiom
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preceded the attack. But the attackers had mo soorner reached the
LD when the leading tank slipped off the side of a hill, throw-
img a tread. A second tamk was immobilized by an AT-mime a few
moments later. The remainimg tank of the sectiom met the same
fate.

A reserve tank was rushed up to aid the hard-pressed "F"
Co who had been pimned dowm umder mortar, machime-gum amnd
small arms fire. Shu-mimes plamted im depth, begam to ®ake their
t0ll. But with the tank im support, "F" Co moved doggedly ahead.
Followimg closely behind the tank, "E" Co§ 3rd Platoom mamaged
0 clear a narrow path through the wire amnd triple-row mimefield.
Pushing through this breach, "F" Co finally mamaged to slug
ahead 1200 yards to the north nose of Spitzberg ridge after six
and ome-half hours of effort.

Together with "E" Co, committed at 0900 hours to aid the
sorely-tried "F'" Co, the 2nd Bm contimued the bitter advance.
But while progress was slow, our steady preasure in additiom
to our 3rd Bm& successful advance which flanked the ememy from ,
the north, was begining to tell om the Jerries.

With Spitzberg virtually emcircled, "G" Co, supported by two
Sherman tanks crossed the IB at 1530 hours with the missiom of
clearing Sigmalberg Ridge. Movimg to the left of "E" Co, "G" Co
made steady progress. Attacked from the rear amd flamked om the
north, the Jerry defemders were forced to surremder of die.

Ememy resistance begam to slackem. To the morth, our 3rd
Ba was completimg the mop-up of by-passed ememy umits om
Kirscheidt, Reyersviller, Schimberg amnd Schoemberg. The 3rd Bm
had takem up positioms om Schoemberg with "L" Co facimg south,
"K" Co morth, amd "I" Co mortheast om the left flamk of "K" Co,
by midday. At 1300 hours, Maj. Amgello Pumaro, battalion exec-
utive offteer, rode with a platoom of tamks through by-passed
Regersviller without resistance, completimg the operation and
placing the 3rd Bm squarely om their objective.

In the interim, our lst Bm, followimg the advamcimg 3rd Bm
had cleared a road block from the western emd of Reyersviller
amd dispatched a patrol from "@" Co im combat platoom stremgth
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urder lst Lt Robert E. Lymch to mop up the Krauts remaining
om Steimkopf. Taking the gamble of passing through a shu-
mine field to avoid kmown enemy positi oms om the southwest
slope of the hill, Lt. Lpmch swooped dowmn om the surprised
Krauts from the mortheast. Takirg two prisomers im the first
few minutes of their attack, the "C" (o patrol forcedthe PWS
to lead them through the remaimder of the mimefields and up
to the other Jerry foxholes. Eighteem prisomers surrendered
without a fight, leavimg our Regiment in comtrol of the
ridge.

A%t 1600 hours, Spitzberg Ridge was fully cleared by our
2nd Bm, following which they were relieved om attack objec-
tive by the 2nd Bm, 66th Imfantry,and went imto reserve in
Reyersviller. )

Our lst Bm moved to Schimberg Ridge, leaving ome platoon
from "B" Co at grid Q745494.

A patrol from Co "C" was sent to Bitche at 1345 hours, butb
made no comtact. Another patrol from "A" Co, was semt to Bitche
at 1555 hours. This patrol discovered five ememy machime gums
guarding the south and southwesterm approaches to the city.

Seventy-five prisomers from the lst, 2md, 4th and 6th Cos,
225 VGR, were captured durimg the day$ operatioms. Qur PW
bag now totaled 865 for 135 days of combat.

Our losses Tor the period were 47 woumded amd six killed;
mostly from our 2md Bm.

March 16th dawned ¢:lear and warm. Om this, the second day
of our drive for Bitche, our lst Bm took the lead im the offem-—
sive while our 2md Bm remaimed im reserve im Reyersviller.

Our 3rd Bm maintaimed previously gaimed positioms to pro-
tect the right flamk of the Divisiom.

With "C" Co im the vam, "A"™ Co on the left of "C" Co, amd
"B" Co brimgimg up the rear, our lst Bm crossed the ID at 0600
hours and begam moving northeastward toward the Magimot himge
of Bitche.
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One hour and four minutes after crossing the LD, "C" Co had
secured the College de Bitche, scene of a score of bitter patrol
actions, and was streaking for the fortress city without opposi-
tion.

By 0730 hours the city had been entered. to 1lst Lt. Elwood H.
Shemwell and six "C" Co volunteers goes the honor of being the
first to enter the towering Citadel. Guided through a minefield
by‘a civilian, Lt. ShemwellAand his men climbed a narrow path
leading to the Citadel from the south only to find it deserted
by the enemy. After beihg stymied before Bitche for 93 days,
the fortress, flanked by the %98th Infantry on the north and
by our combat team on the south, fell with the enemy firing only
five small arms rounds in its defense.

But our 1st Bn d4id not pause to rest on its laurels. Leaving
"G" (o in Bitche, "A" and "B" Cos, supported by a platoon of tanks,
slashed eastward toward Camp de Bitche with "A" Co moving along
the Camp de Bitche-Bitche Road and "B" Co advancing down the par-
allel Bitche-Strasburg Road to the south.

Resistance was negligible until 1300 hours when, at grid
Q80%598, on the western outskirts of Camp de Bitche, "A" Co en-
cotntered a road block and was engaged in a small arms fire fight.

"B" Co, to the south, also began meeting with resistance and
was pinned down at the edge of a wood by fire from two enemy
pillboxes at grid Q796496, some 2000 yards on the left of the
‘railroad. At this point, "B" Co& two supporting tanks rumbled up
to the pillboxes. Bight AP and five HE shells crashed against the
concrete emplacements. And then, 2nd Lt. William A. Sullivan and
S Sgt Arthur E. Weiss stormed the pillboxes with carbines., In
the fire fight which ensued, two Krauts were shot in each of the
pillboxes.

ng the Jerries did not continue the fight. Flanked by the two
tanks, and with the remainder of "B" Co moving in, the Krauts
surrendered to lst Lt. Harry G. Flanagan, "B" Co commander.

Out of the two pillboxes walked the commander of the enemy 2nd PBn,

225th VGR, four officers of his staff, and 71 NCO& and men
_____ 10 ———
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In the interim, "A" Cgés%ggﬁr command of Capt Richard Young,
had battled forward to the/outskirts of Camp de Bitche.against
stiffening enemy resistance. Extemsive road blocks had slowed
"A" Co% progress alomg the Bitche-Camp de Bitche road amd omly
the coordimation of elements of Co "C", 325%th Engineer Bm with
our Infantrymem had made our progress possible.

Havimg withdrawn to the western edge of the Camp, however,
the Krauts decided %o make a stand behimd the protection of
a road block. For the first time, the ememy called upom his
armor ard six Tiger tamks and self-propelled gums moumted on
Mark VI chassis rumbled toward our "A"™ Co supported by a sec-
tiom of Sherman tanks.

Badly outgummed, Capt Youmg ordered the Shermans %o lay back
while the Infamtrymem closed im om the Tiger tanks and SPE with
bagockas. Imn the bitter fire-fight which followed 2md Lt. Thom—
as E. Plante was killed by an 88mm shell wexploding mear him
while he was attemptinmg to fire a bazmooka at ome of the Tigers,
and several of the "A" Co men were woumded.

After it seemed as if our mem would be forced to fall back
in the face of this superior firepower, a well aimed rocket
found a vulmerable spot inrn a Tiger§- armor and the Jerries: de-
cided they had had enough of our "A"™ Co Followed by approx-
imately 80 Kraut Imfantrymen, the five remaining tamks and
SPE turmed tail amd fled southeast alomg the railroad tracks,
leaving us im occupatiom of the Camp.

Our 2ad Bm was relieved at 1730 hours by the l4th Infantry
on high ground at Schimberg.

Our Regimental CP moved twice durimg the day; ome CP belng
opemed im Siersthal at 0730 hours, and a secomd im Bitche at
1910 hours.

Ninety-eight prisomers were talleyed, representing the Hg.
Co, 1lst, 2md, 5th, 7th, 8th, 1l4th amd 15th Cos, 225th,VGRg the
2mnd Co, 1316th TD Ba, and the 1316th Mortar Co. These prisomers,
almost all of whom were captured by our 1lst Bm, imecreased our

Regiment® total to 961 for 136 days of combat.
SRR < .
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Relentlessly pursuimg the retreating ememy, CT-399 comtimn-
ued the attack on March 17th. Following relief on positiom at®
2300 hours of March 16th by the 1lst Ba, 14th Imfantry; our 3rd
Br, with "L" Co om the right and "g" Go om the left, struck
north at 0930 hours alomg tThe Bitche-Waldhausen Road. Capturiang
Hamviller and Bousseviller, the 3rd Bm turned east, occupyimg
liederscheidt and Schweix, the Bm objective amd first towm
across the German border. The border was crossed at exactly
1431 hours im the vicinity of grid Q833583 with "K" Co the
first unit of our combat team to enter Germany.

Our lst Bm, relieved on positiom at Camp de Bitche by elem-—
ents of the 398th Imfamtry, was shuttled mortheast from Bitche
to Haspelschiedt with ngn Co leading. Neudoerfel was taken at
1430 hours and Roppeviller, the 1st Bm objective, by 1610 hours
against light oppositiom. Before pausing, however, wmn g "B"
Cos advanced to high ground west of Hilst where they dug-in
astride the border. "C" Co assembled in Roppeviller where the
1lst Bn CP was located.

Our 2nd Bm, relieved in its assembly area in the vicinity of
Bitche at 1530 hours, moved northeast by shuttle at 1715 hours
to high grouad morth of Roppeviller. This objective was reached
with megligible resistance from the enemy, at 2130 hours.

Thirty=four prisomers, mostly from stragglers of the 5th amrd
8th Cos, 225th VGR, were captured during the period to imcrease
our total to 992 for 137 days of combat.

Our CP moved to Bousseviller, opening at 1800 hours.

The ememy comtinued his withdrawing actiom toward their Sieg-
fried defemses throughout March 18th while €T-399 reorgamniged
positions umder cover of darkness.

Ememy movement and sounds of general activity im Hilst were
reported by our lst Bm patrols. At 1035 hours, however, a recon-
maigsance patrol dispatched to Hilst foumd the towa deserted.

A few rounds of 88mm fire fell im the 15t Bak sector but the
Krauts showed mo indications of am ability to counter-attack.

Our 2nd Bn left its assembly area for a mew assembly area
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south of Breidembach at 1545 hours.

Imn our 3rd Bm sector, contact was established with khe 397th
Infantry om our left flamk. The Krauts relimquished tbhéir hold
omn ridges in the vicinity of grid Q863581 and withdrew further
eastward. .

Two craters were blown in the road passing through the dragons‘
teeth defemses at grid Q874612 as additiomal tamk obstacles. Some
machine gum amd about 10-20 roumds of 88mm fire harassed our 3rd
Bn durimg the period, but no other comtact was made.

The Regiment awaited relief by elements of the 5th Imnfamtry
while makimg preparatiomrs for movimg to a new assembly area.

Four PWE were captured.

Followimg relief of our combat team by the 5th Imfantry dur-
ing the night of March 18th, we closed imbo a new assembly area
in the vicinity of Bousseviller, Hamviller amnd Breidembach.

During early mormimg hours of March 19th, our 2md Ba moved
agaim, this time to defemsive positioms along a gemeral lime
bounded by Dietrichingern and Riedelburg to block an ememy thrust
from the northeast against the left flamk of CT-3%397. Our 2ad Ba
arrived on these positioms at 0615 hours and dug-im with "G" Co
at Dietrichingen, "F" Co at Riedelburg amd "E" Co im reserve at
Ahremthal. ‘ '

Oriemtatiom periods were conducted by the reserve battalions
on the Bitche engagement and the general'situation on the West-
ern Fromt. \

While the lst 8md 3rd Bms remaimed im reserve omrn March 20%h,
devoting the period to oriemtation and imstructions im storming
fortified positioms, our 2md Bm relieved the 106th Rcm Sqdm
om positiom. Relief was completed at 0157 hours with our 2rd Bm
im positiom alomg a general lime from Gross Steimhausem to Diet-
richingen. Upom relief of the 106th Rean Sqgdm, our an Br was
atbached to the 397th Imfantry.

A%t 2315 hours, our 2nd Brn was relieved om positiom by ele-
ments of the 66th Infamntry amd reverted to oontrol of our Reg-

iment, closimg into amn assembly area in Breidembach at 0200

-
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hours of March 2lst.

Training continued im the attack upom fortified positioms
while we awaited ffurther imstructions.

On March 22md, the pursuit of the enemy was resumed. The
strategy galled for a swift thrust through the breach im the
Siegfried Lime cut by the 3rd Divisiom, a drive northeast ac-
cross the narrow defiles and moumtain passes of the Hardé
Mountains and them over the plaim of the Rhime River Valley
to Neustadt and Ludwigshafem om the Rhime and a jumctiom with
elements of the 3rd Army.

Speed was of the cgreatest importamce to prevemt the disorg-
aniged ememy from bolsterimng his shattered defemses inm the
difficult mountain terraim through which part of our route
lay. Accordingly, we set about the almost superhuman task of
motorizimg our combat team from Regimental and attached vehic-
les. To accomplish this, Artillery and Emngimeer trucks were
used to the fullest extemt, part of tur mem were mounted om
tanks and even kitchem trucks were utilized for tramsportimg
troops. Im this manmer, it was tactically permissable to motor-
ize our lst amnd 3rd Bms to spearhead the attack while our 2nd
Ba followed im two shuttles. '

Attached to our combat team were Co "A" and ome platoom
from Co "D", 78lst Tk Bm, Co "C", 824th TD Bm (SP), amd the
regular Emgineer ard other attached umits.

At 0947 hours, CT-399, now a part of the XXI Corps, with
our lst Bm leading supported by the lst and 3rd Pltms, Co "A",
781lst Tk Bm, the 1lst Pltm, Co "C", 824th TD Bm, and Co "C",
3225th Engr C Ban, crossed the IP in the vicimity of Breidembach
and advenced mortheast along the highway toward Dietrichingen.
v By 1022 hours, Dietrichimgen had been entered amnd 53 mim-
 utes later, our lst Bm was rollimg through the hole pumched in
the Siegfried defenses by the 3rd Divisiom amd inmto Comtwig.
‘Stambach, about ome mile to the southeast, was cleared at 1107
hours, amd still mo contact had been made with the ememy.

Great numbers of freed Russiamn, Greek, Freamch and Polish
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slave laborers appeared alomng the highway. Most of them seemed
bewiddered by their sudden freedom from bomdage by the omrush-
img Americamns. Dressed im nomdescript, tattered clothimg ar-
ranged in a pitiful effort to maintaim some vestige of their
colorful matiomalities, they trudged alomg the wearyrmiles of
road westward, away from the battlefromts and the horror that
was Nazl Germamy. A stocky Russiam girl with a bright red ban-
dama coverimg her head amd carrying am infamt im her arms,paus—
ed to rest against an embamkment. Four Greeks imn slave umi-
forms with the letters K@ stamped on their backs, pushed am
overloaded cart crammed to collapsimg with beddirg and the
-precious Jjumk of the destitute.

From aroumnd a bemd im the road came the soumnd of a horm
blowing a clariom call of freedom am a comfiscated German
truck loaded with French mem amd womer and with the Tricolor
dancimg om a rough, woodem staff lashed to the bumper, car-
eened dowmn the road toward Framce and freedom. Freedom! ZTou
could see it shimimg im the eyes of the impassive Tartar from
Siberia. It was in the step of the burly Russiam im the cassock
and worm, fur hat. It beamed from the prematurely hardemed faces
of the three pretty Polish girls, the weak V-sigms of the old
couple with backs bemt through years of toil, the elated waves
of the cosmopolitam group bathimg tpeir't%red feet in the
mountaim brook. L :

There were other sigms of war im the mass of abandoned and
wrecked equipment left by the trapped Whefmacht.‘Uniforms,
discarded by the Jerries attempting to avoid capture by dom-
ning civiliam clothing, littered the roadside for miles. Am
occasional Germam corpse sprawled grotesquely im a ditch. Cut
off from their umits by our rapid drive, humdreds of Krauts
we didn“t evem stop for, attempted to surremder. ,

Two blowm bridges and several abatis were either quickly
by-passed or cleared away by our Emgimeers.

A% 1300 hours, ome mile west of Burgalbem, our lst Bm con-
tacted elements of the 10th Armored Divisiom amd by 1435 hours,
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Burgalben was reached.

A Regimental CP was opemed at Fischbach at 1635 hours.

By 1800 hours, the lst Bm was clearimg Neustadt and com-
tinuing east to Neckemheim, while our 3rd Bm, havimg left®
their assembly area at 1155 hours, was proceedimg toward
Neustadt. Our 2»d Bm moved from their assembly area at 1315
hours amnd had reached Stamback by 1500 hours. By 1800 hours
they were approaching Huryofenm.

A second Regimental CP was opemned at Neustadt at 1635 hours.

Due to the fact that we did mot stop to take deserters, omnly
thirty PW s, comprisimg stragglers from various defeated ememy
units, were takem during the period.

"With the lst Bm agaim leadimg, supported by the lst Plta,
Co "A", amd the lst Pltm mimus one tank, Co '"D", 78lst TKBm,
the 1st Pltm, Co "C", 324th TD Ban (SP), and Co "C", 325th
Engr C Ban, minmus ome squard, CT-399 comtinued our motodized
"m1litz" at 1000 hours of March 2%rd. Our route of march was
through Da#idesheim, Neckenheim, Hochdorf, Dammstadt, Mutter-—
stadt, Maudach and them to the objective of ILudwigshafem om
the west bamk of the Rhime. Upom our arrival im Iudwigshafen,
orders were to sieze amy bridges which might be foumd imtact
and all boats and barges which might be used to transport
troops across the river with special emphasis on tugs.

By 1100 hours, our lst Bm had reached Mutterstad® where
they detrucked and continued the advance om foot, capturing
Maudach. Northeast of Maudach, however, our tamks contacted
elements of the 94th Division amd our lst Bm halted its ad-
vance and drew back to Maudach.

Our 2md Bm, followimg the lead of our lst Bm, and supported
by two tamks from Co "A", 78lst Tk Bn amd the 2nd Pltm, Co "C"
824th TD Bm, left their assembly area im Schwarzbach at 0900
hours, passed through Neckemrheim at 12%0 hours amd closed imto
assembly at Dammstadt at 1550 hours.

Our 3rd Bm, supported by the 2nd Pltm, Co "A", 738lst Tk Bm,

ome squad, Co "C", 325th Emgr C Bn, and the 3rd Pltm, Co "C",
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824th TD Bm, left Neustadt at 1045 hours, with 15 2 1/2-tom
trucks and closed imto Mutterstadt at 1215 hours. It was at
Mutterstadt that our Regimental CP was established.

Giving the disorganiged ememy mo respite, our 2md amd 3rd
Bmns contimued the attack at 0900 hours of March 24th while our
lst Bn went imto Regimental reserve. The attack, desigmed to
seize the west bamk of the Rhime withim the Divisiom zome
south of Ludwigshafemr as well as all tugs, barges and boats
which might facilitate a crossing, progressed rapidly.

Our 2md Bm, with the 3%rd Pltm, Co "A", 78lst Tk Bm, atbach-
ed, moved forward at 0915 hours with the missiom of si#izing the
west bamk of the Rhime River im their sector, south of ILudwig-
shafem. With "F" Co on the right flank, "E" Co om the lef®
flamk and "G" Co in reserve, they had reached their objec®ive
by 1118 hours without meeting resistance.

Im our 3rd Be sector, a motoriyed patrol from Co "I", broke
through to the Rhine southeast of Rheimgomheim at 0830 hours,
the first 100th Divisiom troops to §reach the river.

By 0930 hours, a platoomn from Co "L" moumted om a section
of tamks from the 2mnd Pltm, Co "A", 78lst Tk Bm, had captured
Altripp amd reached the river, followed by Cos "K", om "L" Co’s
right flamk and Co"I" om their lef%.

By 1230 hours, the 3rd Bm had sccured all objectives with
"T" Co at grid R520940, morthwest of Altripp, "K" Co im the
viecinity of grid RBR53593%8 om the bemd of the river, and "L"

Co im Altripp.

Resistance to the 3rd Ban”s drive was mainly in the form of
sniper fire from the east bamk of the river. Co "I" met the
most serious oppositiom amd suffered three mem woumded.

While our 2ad amnd 3rd Bms were engaged ian carryiang out
these operations, our lst Bm was givem the missiom of a house-
to-house cleanup of the southerm portiom of Ludwigshafem as
well as the suburbs to the south and east. At 0945 hours, Co
"C" emtered Mumdemheim, followed by Cos "A" amd "B" at 1100

hours. The slow, nerve;wracking process of moppimg-up com-—
tinued until the emd of the period agaimst spotty resistance.
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At 1000 hours, the 2nd Bm, 397th Infamtry, was attached
to our Regiment. The added support was furmished our combat
team as protection to our right amd rear against a possible
atbtack from am extemsive woods to the southwest, outside the
Divisiom zome, which had mot beem cleared.

A% 1100 hours, the 100th Rem Tr amd Co "D", 781st Tk Bnm,
were also added to our Regiment.

Cos. "I" amd "K" began movement imbo assembly positionms
west of the Rhime at 1325 hours while Co "L" exteaded their
poskfions alomg the river bamk to dmclude the emtire 3rd Bm
sector. Cos "I" amd "K" mow emtered Rheimgomheim amd by 1700
hours had completed occupatiom with mo resistamce from the
ememy. _

Co "L" was relieved by our 2ad Bm at 1730 hours, our 2m»d
Bl‘initiating patrolling of the river bamk im the Divigiom
zome with motorized patrols amd extemdimg their sector to
include the 3rd Bm sector. Co "L" thereupom wemt info bat-
talion reserve in Mumdemheim, closimg at 1930 hours.

Followimg occupatiomn of Mumdemheim, Co "I" moved to the
big bend of the Rhime south of Ludw1gshafel.between grids
R511948 and R51796a, relieving Co "A", while Co "C" took up
positioms om the left flamk of Co "K" to0 extemd our defenge
of the river lime to the Divisiom boumdary. \

Late im the aftermoom, the 2md Bm, 397th Imfamtry, was de- }
Yached from our combat team and was replaced by the lst Bm, |
398th Infamtry, who assembled im Schifferstadt.

Ome humdred amd elevem prisomers were captured durimg mop-
pimg-up operatioms. The prisomers proved mostly stragglers
Afrom diverse enemy umits. Our PW toll mow stood at 1267 for
144 days of combat.

House-to-house mop-up of the southerm portiom of Ludwig-
shafem with operatioms externdimg south to Albripp combtimued
on March 25th. Imtermittent artillery fire from the east
- bamk of the Rhime and harassimg small arms sniper fire from

enemy positioms within the city were the omnly comtacts made
Ce—— 24—
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with the ememy. Smiper fire wag particularly heavy om our Co "G
positioms durimg the night. ) )
A%t 0730 hours, Co "Lm relieved elements of Co "C" im the

sector between grids R517963 and R526966¢% Co "K" took over
positioms held by Co "I" at 0735 hours; while Co "B" relieved
the remaimder of Co "Qv between grids R521980 and R515989 at
1200 hours. '

Comtact poimts were established with the 14th Imfamtry om
our right flamk and the 397th Infantry om our left flanmk.

Severty-six additiomal prisomers were captureds our total
for the Regiment rising to 1343,

Harassing enemy mortar, artillery and small arms saniper
fire fell intermittently upom our "C" Co and "L" Co positioms
along the bak of the Rhime and in Ludwigshafen durimg March
26th. Clearamce of Ludwigshafen comtinued, however, amnd good
brogress was made.

At 0930 hours, Co "I" was relieved On positiom by Co "K"
and at 1300 hours relief of our combat Team by elememts of
the 5th and 66th Infantry was begun. Our Co "E", less one plat-
oon alomg the banks of the Rhine, was relieved by Co "I", 5%h
Infantry, and closed imto Mutterstadt at 1430 hours together
with Co "F" who had beem im battaliom reserve.

At 1628 hours, our Co "G", havimg relimquished their pos-
itioms to Cos "K" amd "L" of the 5th Imfam try, also moved to
Mutterstadt where They were joimed at 1815 hours by the remaim-
ing platoomn from Co "E" less am outpost left om the Rhinme.

Our Co "A", im 1lst Ba reserve, moved to Maudach at 1735
hours. Our Cos "B" amd "C" were relieved by Cos "L" amd "K",
66th Imfantry, at 1800 hours. 7 =

Co "I'", im 3rd Ba reserve, moved imto Maudach at 1630 hours
followed by Cos "K" and "L" after relief by the 5th Imfamtry. The
entire relief of our combat team was completed by 2100 hours.

The 1lst Bmn, 398th Imfamtry, attached to our Regiment, re—
Joired its paremt organizatiom at 1640 hours, while all gpecial
units atbached to our combat team assembled in Jutterstads.

Fifty—ome more prisomers were captured, imcreasimg our total
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CT-399, mow im VI Corps reserve, spert March 27th im
furtherimg care and cleamimg of equipment and persomal hygieme.
Oriemtation lectures om recenb operations were comducted.

Tleven Krauts surremdered to our Regiment while we were im

reserve.

The Regiment comtinued in VI Corps reserve through March
28th, devotimg the period to lessorg im military courtesy, pers—
omal hygieme and orgdmtation. Demomstration firimg of the Ger-
mam "Pamzerfaust" was comducted by our 3rd Bm.

Am additiomal 19 prisomers were rourded up by our Regiment
to imcrease our score to 1426 for 148 days of combat.

In VI Corps reserve for the third day, the Regimemnt, om
March 29%th, held ordmamce imspections and conductedtraining
in tank-infamtry coordination.

Three Jerry stragglers were captured.

There was mo activity om March 30th, amother day im Corps
reserve.
Three German soldiers, dressed im civiliam clothes, were dis-

covered and taken prisomers.

At 0500 hours of March 31st, the amxiously awaited orders
which were to take our combat team across the Rhine, were re-
ceived. The movement, by motor, began at 1245 hours over a
route through shattered TLudwigshafen, across a pomrtoom bridge
spannimg the Rhime, thence southeast through almost obliterated
Mammheim to Brihl wheré a regimental CP was opened at 1400.

Our 1lst Ba closed imto their mew assembly area at grid R601-
896, morth of Schwetgingen, at 1525 hours; our 2md Bm assembled
‘at grdd B583902, morth of Brithl, at 1530 hours; amd our 3rd Bm
moved to Brithl, closimg at 1540 hours. ‘

Seventeen additiomal stragglers were captured, imcreasimng
our Regimental PW total for 152 dazs of combat %o 1449.
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