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First Division War Diary Entry

July 12, 13, 14 & 15, 1917   Gondrecourt, France

July 12.

1. The Division Commander with several members of his Staff left at 7 A.M. for Gondrecourt, via Paris, by automobile.  Colonel Coe, Chief of Staff, and Captain Marshall, Assistant Chief of Staff, proceeded to Paris by rail.1  The 26th Infantry, Outpost Company, Signal Corps, Division Headquarters Troop and the Division Headquarters clerical force entrained during this date for Gondrecourt.  The Division Inspector and one Quartermaster officer from the Division Staff remained at St. Nazaire to observe and assist in the entrainment of the remainder of the Division. 

June [July] 13.

2. The Division Commander, with most of the officers of his Staff arrived in Paris on this date and reported at General Headquarters.

June [July] 14.

3. The Division Commander and his Staff remained in Paris.2
June [July] 15.

4. The Division Commander and Staff proceeded by automobile and rail to Gondrecourt, arriving between 6 and 7 P.M.3  All troops, excepting the organizations of the 5th Regiment of Marines, had arrived at their designated billeting areas after uneventful trips.

G. C. M.
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1. Frank W. Coe (U.S.M.A., 1892) was a colonel in the Coast Artillery Corps; in August he was promoted to brigadier general and left the division.  Marshall and Coe were met at the Quai d’Orsay train station by Captain George S. Patton, Jr., (V.M.I., 1903–4; U.S.M.A., 1909) who had been with Pershing at Governors Island in May and who was now commanding Pershing’s Headquarters Troop. (Marshall, Memoirs, p. 16.)

2. Marshall and the rest of Sibert’s staff watched the Bastille Day parade.  Marshall later wrote that this “was our initial glimpse of first-class fighting troops of the French.” (Ibid., p. 17.)

3. Accompanying General Sibert in his automobile, Marshall recalled that en route they passed “along a portion of the battlefield of the Marne, and near Bar-le-Duc we saw the first evidences of devastation.” (Ibid.)
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