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Memorandum for General Handy

December 29, 1943   [Washington, D.C.]
Secret

Apropos of Eisenhower's radio to me of today,1 tell General McNair that Hodges will go to England.  Work out with him, to your satisfaction, the transfer of an Army Headquarters in place of the Seventh Army Headquarters.  I mean by this all of the Army troops, etc., that are involved.  Do not allow numerology to control, or undue solicitude regarding the home front.  Under the circumstances it would appear it should be selected troops and people from the Third Army staff, though the staff selections should be dictated by Eisenhower and not by Hodges.  As a matter of fact, Patton will command the Army in all probability and Hodges may end up commanding the First Army.2
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1. See notes 1 and 2 in the previous document (Papers of George Catlett Marshall, #4-187 [4:  215–16]).

2. Courtney H. Hodges was relieved from Third Army command, becoming deputy to Omar Bradley, commander of First Army.  George S. Patton was named to command Third Army effective January 26,1944.
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