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To Brigadier General Claude M. Adams

May 11, 1944   [Washington, D.C.]

Dear Flap,

I have been out of town for ten days, just returned yesterday evening,1 but shortly before leaving Washington there was brought to my attention the opposition of the Surgeon General to your assignment as attache at Ottawa.  G-2, following the Surgeon General's statements, also expressed reluctance, both based on the fact that frequent travel over long distances, and usually by air, is necessary for the performance of the duties of our attache in Canada.2
Before leaving town I directed that the Surgeon General make a formal statement in the matter, particularly as your retirement was qualified with the statement that you were available for limited service.  On my return I find his statement which is to this effect:

"In view of the fact that General Adams has recently had a coronary accident, combined with the fact that he was hospitalized previously for heart trouble, it is thought that it would be unfair to General Adams to assign him to this duty as it would probably result in his having another attack."

I am directing that the matter be dropped.  I am doing this not only because of the Surgeon General's statement but primarily because this points to a repetition of what took place in Brazil.  You will recall that I was opposed to your going there because of the air travel required, just as I was opposed to your air travel out of Washington when you were here with me.  You had attacks here and you had a severe attack in Rio.  Therefore I am unwilling to be a party to a third assignment which I am told will lead to another attack.

At the time I brought up the question of your detail I had hoped that in view of the limited service qualification on your retirement, there would be no complications; however I was wrong, and what is more, I am inclined to think that the limited service factor was possibly the result of your personal persuasive influence on the doctors on your Board.

I am sorry about this because I know you will be greatly disappointed.  However, there is no doubt in my mind as to what my decision should be.3
Hastily yours,
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1. General Marshall had departed Washington on Sunday, April 30, for an inspection trip to the South and the West Coast, returning on Wednesday, May 10.  His tour included the Women's Army Corps Training Center at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia; an armored unit at Fort Ord, California; the Boeing aircraft plants at Seattle, Washington; and infantry and armored divisions at Camp Bowie, Texas; Fort Huachuca, Arizona; Camp Cooke, California; Camp Beale, California; and Camp Adair, Oregon.  The chief of staff then spent a few restful days at Erskine Wood's fishing camp along the Metolius River in Oregon. (Frank McCarthy Memorandum for General Surles, May 11, 1944, and Marshall [McCarthy] to Wood, May 10, 1944, GCMRL/F. McCarthy Papers [U.S. Army 1941–45].)

2. Adams, who had a history of heart trouble, had been recuperating at Thayer General Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee.  Arrangements had been made in April for Adams's assignment as military attaché at Ottawa. (Marshall Memorandum to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, April 18, 1944, GCMRL/G. C. Marshall Papers [Pentagon Office, Selected].)

3. Adams replied from Humboldt, Tennessee, that he was disappointed that the Ottawa position did not materialize, but he still hoped to have another assignment soon. (Adams to Marshall, May 25, 1944, ibid.)  By the end of the summer, Adams had decided to settle in Tennessee.  "I think Flap is very wise to get out of Washington," General Marshall advised Mrs. Adams.  "There is little to be gained here but heat and heartstrain whereas in Humboldt with your new home and his business prospects he is sitting on top of the world.  And I should think you would lead a far happier life—certainly a longer life.”  But Marshall admitted that "in all these things we seem to work by opposites.  Those of us who are here want to get away and those who are away want to get to Washington.  It is the perversity of man, although in my case I am quite clear and determined on what I want to do, that is, completely remove myself from active military service and settle down to a quiet life." (Marshall to Ruth Adams, September 5, 1944, ibid.)

Recommended Citation:  The Papers of George Catlett Marshall, ed. Larry I. Bland and Sharon Ritenour Stevens  (Lexington, Va.:  The George C. Marshall Foundation, 1981– ).  Electronic version based on The Papers of George Catlett Marshall, vol. 4, “Aggressive and Determined Leadership,” June 1, 1943–December 31, 1944  (Baltimore and London:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), pp. 446-447.

