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Remarks by General George C. Marshall on His Acceptance of the Order of Suvorov from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics1
June 5, 1944   Washington, D.C.

I am profoundly honored by the action of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in awarding me the decoration of the Order of Suvorov and I accept it for the American Army, as a symbol of your regard and appreciation of our war effort.  That it is tendered by a country which made an historic defense against the Titanic assault of the German Army at the height of its efficiency and numbers, a country whose armies are now in the actual process of destroying the Nazi military formations on the Eastern Front, gives this decoration great significance, of which I am deeply conscious.

The final action in this terrible European war is now focused on a single battle in which every Allied force will be represented.  It is to be a battle to the death for the Nazis and a battle to victory for the Allies.

I give my thanks for the honor accorded me tonight with a full appreciation of the magnitude of what has been done and what is about to be done by the Armies of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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