#4-427

To Winston S. Churchill from 

Franklin D. Roosevelt1
June 28, 1944   [Washington, D.C.]
Top Secret

I have examined the problem of assistance for OVERLORD by operations in the Mediterranean which our Chiefs of Staff have been discussing.  On balance I find I must completely concur in the stand of the U.S.  Chiefs of Staff.  General Wilson's proposal for continued use of practically all the Mediterranean resources to advance into northern Italy and from there to the northeast is not acceptable to me, and I really believe we should consolidate our operations and not scatter them.

It seems to me that nothing can be worse at this time than a dead-lock in the Combined Staffs as to future course of action.  You and I must prevent this and I think we should support the views of the Supreme Allied Commander.  He is definitely for ANVIL and wants action in the field by August 30th preferably earlier.

It is vital that we decide at once to go ahead with our long agreed policy to make OVERLORD the decisive action.  ANVIL, mounted at the earliest possible date, is the only operation which will give OVERLORD the material and immediate support from Wilson's forces.
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