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To Winston S. Churchill

November 7, 1944   Radio   Washington, D.C.

Secret
Please deliver the following personal message immediately to Prime Minister from General Marshall:1
"Reference your OZ 6528:2  Your personal message to me regarding Sir John is acknowledged with deep appreciation.  Few will ever realize the debt our countries owe him for his unique and profound influence toward the cooperation of our forces.  To be very frank and personal, I doubt if you or your Cabinet associates fully realize the loss you have suffered, and the United States also has suffered for that matter, in purely post war adjustments by his death.  I am hopeful that his interment in the American Valhalla of Arlington where his services may be memorialized will result in a continuation of his great and beneficent influence in the troubled years to come."3
Document Copy Text Source:  George C. Marshall Papers, Pentagon Office Collection, Selected Materials, George C. Marshall Research Library, Lexington, Virginia.

Document Format:  Typed radio message.

1. The message was addressed to the U.S. military attaché in London.

2. Churchill's message said:  "I read with emotion the message which the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff have addressed to their British colleagues about the death of our friend Sir John Dill.  Let me express my own thanks for all your kind thoughts.  He did all he could to make things go well, and they went well." (Churchill to Joint Staff Mission, Radio No. OZ-6528, November 5, 1944, GCMRL/G. C. Marshall Papers [Pentagon Office, Selected].)

3. Dill's funeral was held on November 8.  Marshall found a way around regulations against the burial of foreign soldiers in Arlington National Cemetery.  Marshall also arranged to have a joint resolution praising Dill's services introduced into Congress (H. J. Res. 317). (See Marshall to Lady Burghley, December 16,1944, Papers of George Catlett Marshall, #4-607 [4:  694–95].)  The biographer of the Marshall-Dill relationship has observed:  "The fervent acclaim of official America was by no means echoed in Britain.  To say that Dill was not without honour, save in his own country, would be something of an exaggeration, but not much of one. . . Official Britain was parsimonious in word and deed." (Danchev, Very Special Relationship, pp. 3–4.)
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